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Introduction

Centres are thanked for choosing Pearson Edexcel for their International A Level provider.
This has been a successful paper. There were no errors, no erratum notices and no changes
made to the mark scheme.

For this unit, WET03, the open book examination is 2 hours long and comprises two sections.
All candidates must answer Section A, Question 1, Post-1900 Unseen Poetry. Candidates then
respond to a question from Section B, Prose. For this series, a full range of marks was
awarded with many candidates placed in Levels 2-5.

Section A: Post-1900 Unseen Poetry

This question is presented to the whole cohort. Candidates will use the reading and critical
skills that they have learnt throughout the course in order to answer one essay question on a
post-1900 unseen poem. It assesses AO1 and AO2. Context is not assessed in this section of
the paper. There are 20 marks available for Section A.

The unseen poem for Question 1 was The Journey by Mary Oliver. It was an absolute
pleasure to read the interpretations of the poem offered and candidates were able to range
across the poem for the most part with ease and confidence.

As in previous series, candidates are drawing upon an impressive array of poetic and literary
terminology and responses are increasingly more able to link form to function. Responses
that are able to do this invariably access the higher levels of the mark scheme more
successfully. Some responses were relatively short or did not show evidence of planning. It is
strongly recommended that candidates spend some time planning before writing their
responses in order to produce cohesive, well-structured arguments.

Section B: Prose

In this section, candidates answer one comparative essay from a choice of two, on the two
studied prose texts that they have studied. It assesses AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4. Candidates
can select from the themes: Growing Up, Colonisation and After, Science and Society or Women
and Society. Candidate responses should be informed by an appreciation and understanding
of the contexts in which their chosen texts are both written and read. In Section B, candidates
will study two out of a choice of three thematically linked texts. They will learn about:
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e the importance of the relationship between texts, making connections and comparison
between texts

¢ the significance of the cultural and contextual influences under which literary texts are
written and received

e how to respond creatively, relevantly and in an informed way to texts using appropriate
terminology and concepts as well as coherent and accurate written expression.

e how to analyse texts from a critical perspective.

There are 30 marks available for Section B.

In the Prose section, the most popular theme was Science and Society (Questions 6 and 7)
with the second most popular theme Women and Society (Questions 8 and 9). There were
fewer responses to Growing Up (Questions 2 and 3) and Colonisation and After (Questions 4
and 5). All texts had responses written on them in this exam series and many candidates
were placed in Levels 3-5.

As with previous exam series, written expression is mostly clear and many candidates are
meeting the requirements of writing fluently and accurately, conveying their knowledge and
understanding of their studied texts effectively. On the whole, contextual comment has been
used more effectively than in previous series. Similarly, many candidates are effectively
meeting the demands of Assessment Objective 4 (AO4) and its requirement to make links
between the two studied texts. However, Assessment Objective 1(AO1) was not always evenly
covered and some candidates did not consider the techniques employed by the writers of
their studied texts.

The paper assesses performance across the following Assessment Objectives (AOs):

AO1: Articulately informed, personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated
concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression.

AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts.

AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the contexts in which
literary texts are written and received.

AO4: Explore connections across literary texts.
AOS is not assessed in this paper.

Please refer to the specification for details of the Assessment Objectives and their full
weightings.
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Question 1

The unseen poem for Question 1 was The Journey by Mary Oliver. This was a discriminating
poem that allowed students to approach analysis of it in varied and interesting ways and,
therefore, to access the full range of the mark scheme.

Candidates generally responded well to Question 1 with examiners noting that a variety of
themes (ranging from maturation, liberation and independence to mental health and abusive
relationships) were identified and explored. The poem is an address to an unseen recipient
('you') - potentially the reader, but not necessarily so - and contains advice about how to
proceed throughout the difficulties of life. Some candidates were able to identify and explore
the way the poem contains an element of 'in media res' and to discuss the impact that this
conversational device has on the reader. Other candidates examined the way in which the
poem is rich in contrast and juxtaposition with one particularly successful response exploring
the theme of self-affirmation in the poem and how the tone is both 'heroic and tired'. Again,
examiners noted that the conflict in feeling was an aspect of the poem highlighted with
sensitivity by candidates.

Surprisingly, few responses explored the imagery of the title itself. Another successful
response noted that the title has connotations of adventure and discovery and that this leads
into the richness of the imagery in the poem.

It should be noted that responses are most successful where time is obviously spent on
planning. There is a lot to do in the allotted time: candidates must read, absorb and analyse
an unseen poem and a clear plan would help in marshalling together an argument that
would help to give responses shape and clarity. Planning is time well-spent in the
examination.

All candidates seem to be aware of Assessment Objectives 1 and 2 (AO1 and AO2) and of the
importance of exploring how meaning is created within a poem and of how literary and
linguistic terminology as well as structure are used to do this. Successful responses use a
range of appropriate terminology to underpin their analysis, fully exemplifying the evidence
they select with precise reference to technique. Again, one examiner noted that there were
'pertinent comments on imagery, sound effects, syntax and personification'. Interesting
responses identified the shift in tone in the poem and used it as a starting point for
discussion of theme and idea.
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At Assessment Objective 1 (AO1), candidates are most successful where terminology is
correctly identified and precisely supports the point being made. The question set is an
unseen one and candidates do need knowledge of a range of poetic terminology. However,
responses where techniques are 'listed' or seem to be working through a pre-prepared
checklist are rarely as successful as those where the candidate has responded to the poem
on its own terms and can confidently integrate aspects of literary device and language into
their comments. Many Level 2 and bottom to mid Level 3 responses are able to comment on
the literary and linguistic devices used but can't always confidently discuss the effect that
they have.

Candidates are, on the whole, able to identify and discuss word class and imagery but are still
approaching form and structure with varying degrees of success. Some responses were clear
on aspects of form and structure that the poem didn't contain (ie 'doesn't use a rhyme
scheme'), but unless this approach was tied to discussion of the themes and ideas in the
poem it was rarely a successful argument to make. As has been stressed in previous
Examiner's Reports, responses that make superficial comment on aspects of form are often
placed in Level 2 or the bottom of Level 3 as they do not consistently demonstrate an
awareness of the writer's craft in order to meet the demands of Assessment Objective 2
(AO2). Some responses incorrectly identified the form of the poem (commenting on iambic
pentameter or blank verse) or concentrated their analysis on the length of lines or number of
sentences. Again, this was rarely a successful approach to take. In contrast, one pleasing
response spent time discussing what it considered to be the 'dramatic monologue' form of
the poem, linking structure to language choice and use of direct address as a way of
discussing the sense of action and forward motion created in the poem.

It is recommended that centres continue to make use of the Sample Assessment Materials and
past papers in order to become even more familiar with the assessment requirements. The
mark grids demonstrate how candidates can progress from one level to the next. In order to
achieve Level 4 or above, responses need to be discriminating, critical and evaluative.
Analysis of the poem should be controlled and well supported with evidence and close
reference to the techniques used and should provide examples of the nuances and subtleties
of the writer's craft.

The following script was awarded 17 marks for Question 1 and placed into the lower end of
Level 5.

It meets all of the descriptors across Assessment Objectives 1 (AO1) and 2 (AO2) and offers a
sophisticated understanding of the writer's craft.

There is a careful selection of evidence and terminology and a clear attempt to evaluate the
ways in which meanings are shaped in texts.
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1 Write a commentary on the poem The Journey by Mary Oliver.
In your answer, you should consider:
« the poet's development of themes
« the poet’s use of language and imagery

+ the use of other poetic techniques,
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The opening paragraphs are confident and firmly link form and
function to theme, thus meeting the requirements of both AO1 and
AO2.

Note the precise linking of structural technique (in this case,
enjambment) to theme. This is a good example of how Level 5
responses integrate comment on poetic form to what they consider
the writer's intentions to be.

Appropriate and sophisticated use of concepts and terminology
continues, developing the points made on the contrasts in theme that
the candidate has identified.

Evidence is carefully selected and is mostly nicely embedded within the
points being made. This indicates that the candidate is moving past
Level 4, and a demonstration is made of 'discriminating' and
'controlled' application of terminology and examples into Level 5 with
'sustained textual examples'.

The concluding comment nicely surmises the themes and ideas

identified in the response.
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Plus
\\ Examiner Tip
Try to ensure that your response begins with a sense of what your
argument will be and that you've identified what you consider the
most important aspects of the poem to be.

Ensure that comment on poetic form is appropriate and links directly
to the point you're making about the poem.

This response was awarded a mark of 14 which places it towards mid-level 4.

This Level 4 placement confirms that the response is discriminating and controlled but that
some descriptors are met more securely than others.

The overall analysis offered by the candidate is sound, with examples embedded into the
discussion of the poem's themes and ideas, thus the response's placement in Level 4 for
Assessment Objective 1 (AO1). However, the range of terminology used is mainly

concentrated on imagery and verb class. A broader range would have further supported the
analysis offered by the candidate.
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1 Write a commentary on the poem The Journey by Mary Oliver.
In your answer, you should consider:
+ the poet’s development of themes
» the poet’s use of language and imagery
» the use of other poetic techniques.
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N i{ ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

As with the first script, there is a control and discrimination apparent
from the first paragraph with the statement of the poem being
concerned with the 'metaphoric journey of self-discovery'. There is a
promising level of control here which bodes well for the rest of the
response.

Points here are discriminating - especially the comment on the
'dynamism’ of the poem - but are not evaluative and thus meet the
descriptors for Level 4 rather than 5. For the most part, the response
uses short quotations to support points and they are fluently
embedded throughout.

There is a clear attempt here to analyse the nuances and subtleties of
the writer's craft even if it is not always wholly successful.

The candidate returns to the central argument outlined in the opening
paragraphs.
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(T ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
It is better to use short pieces of evidence and to embed them within

points in order to meet the demands of the descriptors within Levels 4
and 5 at AO1.
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This script was awarded a mark of 11 placing it in the upper half of Level 3.

The response does not deviate from its central discussion of the poem - the theme of
maturation - but is mostly straightforward in this and thus meets the descriptors of 'clear’
and 'relevant' for this level.

There is a range of poetic terminology and textual evidence used, although the quotations
selected are sometimes too long and not as well integrated into the response as they might
be. There is enough understanding of the writer's craft here to meet the demands of
Assessment Objective 2 (AO2) and the expression is mostly logical and clear although there is
a 'broadness' to this response which denotes Level 3 rather than Level 4.
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< { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Although this response begins with a discussion of what the poem
'lacks', it picks up the pace from the second paragraph onwards with
the comment on 'metaphoric journey of maturity'. This shows the
beginnings of a clear understanding of the writer's craft at AO2 and
moves it away from Level 2. There is a slight lapse in expression but
this does not detract from the demonstration of how meanings are
created in texts (AO2) in the comment on the sense of constant
movement created throughout the poem.

The continual focus on enjambment as a structural method in creating
movement throughout the poem is apt and displays evidence of the
relevant use of concepts and terminology at AO1 that should be
apparent in a Level 3 response.

Comment on language here becomes more vague and less precise,
thus indicating that the response is more characteristic of Level 3 than
the discrimination and control needed for Level 4.

Although evidence is not fluently embedded here, this does not detract
from the clearness of the understanding of the writer's craft at AO2.

There is some repetition of points, but the discussion is still relevant
and apt.

.._. = Y e <l ﬁus
\ Examiner Tip
Ensure that form is linked to function.

Be precise with comments on language and poetic devices.
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Question 2

Overview of Section B

Centres should be congratulated on having thoroughly prepared their candidates for the
examination. It was clear that candidates knew their texts well and could make many
perceptive and insightful comparisons between them. A full range of marks across the levels
was awarded on this section of the paper. Candidates select one from a choice of two
guestions on their studied texts.

The questions in Section B assess Assessment Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Successful responses marshalled a clear argument, made discerning comparisons between
the two texts, selected contextual information judiciously to support points and explored
lingistic and literary techniques. These responses never lost sight of the question and
selected moments from their texts with consideration.

Less successful responses often veered away from the question set or made slim
comparisons between their chosen texts. Mid to low level achievement was also marked by a
lack of focus on the writer's technique and by less judicious selection of supporting evidence.

Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) invites candidates to write informed, personal and creative
responses to literary texts, using associated concept and terminology, and coherent accurate
written expression. The vast majority of candidates are writing responses with good
expression but are lacking the articulation of the writer's methods and techniques that
demonstrate a full understanding of Assessment Objective 1 and of Assessment Objective 2
(AO2) with its focus on the craft of the writer. Candidates are encouraged to explore the
narrative perspectives, forms, structural techniques and voice as well as literary and linguistic
devices in order to write rich and fully realised responses that explore the various ways in
which novels are crafted and constructed. Candidates who can do this are invariably more
highly rewarded as a result.

Examiners have noted that Assessment Objective 3 (AO3) was particularly strong. It was
pleasing to see the trend on this paper to continue to include a rich wealth of contextual
comment. One examiner noted that candidates 'applied considerable contextual knowledge,
more often than not in a focused and illuminating way'. Candidates clearly have a wealth of
social and historical information to apply to their texts as well as an understanding of literary
context and genre. However, candidates should apply their contextual knowledge carefully -
it must be in service to the question and point being made, otherwise it can overwhelm the
treatment of the other Assessment Objectives.
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As with previous series, there are few responses that are dealing with the texts as separate
entities. Candidates, however, did not always explore points of comparison in detail or
considering which aspects of their texts might be ripe for investigation. As noted during the
last series, there are many forms of comparison that candidates can make. Stylistic
comparisons are just as valid (and, in fact, demonstrate the candidate's ability to multiple
Assessment Objectives at once) and are often found in the highest scoring responses.

Overviews are provided for each question with extended examples given for the most
popular questions.

Question 2
Growing Up

The set texts for the Growing Up option are: What Maisie Knew, Great Expectations and The
Color Purple.

Question 2: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present
jealousy.

There were few responses to this question. Candidates could have taken a range of
approaches to this question including how all three writers present jealousy as a device that
reveals the maturation and processes of transformation that the protagonists go through;
theme of jealousy as linked to the genre of the bildungsroman; symbolism and linguistic
devices used to present jealousy. One particularly interesting response noted that both
Dickens and Walker explore jealousy as a way of creating pathos for their characters.

As was common with other texts and themes in this section of the paper, on the whole
candidates were able to incorporate contextual comment into their responses well.
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Question 3
Growing Up

Question 3: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts explore how
characters influence one another.

This question had the bulk of responses for the Growing Up theme.

Candidates explored the various ways in which characters can negatively or positively
influence each other. Great Expectations and The Color Purple are the most popular texts for
this theme although What Maisie Knew did have some responses. Responses mostly
concentrated on how characters negatively influence each other - particularly through
relationships that are abusive - and were able to link this to the genre of the bildungsroman.
One particularly pleasing response commented on how Compeyson (and his relationship
with Arthur Havisham) as an antagonist is used as a device by Dickens to comment on abuse
and the destructive influence individuals can have on one another.

As with Question 2, contextual comment in Assessment Objective 3 was integrated well.
The following script was awarded a mark of 9, placing it in the middle of Level 2.

This response exemplifies the descriptor heading of 'general understanding'. The candidate
clearly understands the novels (in this case, Great Expectations and The Color Purple) but has
provided a surface reading of the texts that best fits the descriptors for Level 2 than 3.

The placement of the script within the middle of the level indicates uneven achievement
across the Assessment Objectives.

There is an awareness of context at AO3 and the response has clear expression at AO1.
However, this response very much demonstrates the generality and surface reading
associated with Level 2 achievement. With further analysis of some of the points made and
some more pertinent links and comparisons made between the texts, the response would
have headed towards the descriptors in Level 3.
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« { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments
There is an awareness of the genre of the novels and an eye on the
guestion.

AQO3 is referred to here in the mention of a psychoanalytical reading,
but this contextual comment is not developed and, therefore, does not
demonstrate the clear understanding of how meanings are shaped in
texts associated with Level 3 achievement.

This candidate uses a lot of evidence but it takes a 'listing' approach
and is not developed or tied to ideas about the texts.

The comment here on female empowerment lifts this into the middle
of Level 2 and away from the upper reaches of Level 1.

Again, mid-level achievement in Level 2 is demonstrated through the
contextual link to Walker's own life, but this comment is not developed.

There is an awareness of the crafting of the novel by Dickens in the
brief discussion of symbolism, but this comment demonstrates
'general' rather than 'clear' understanding.

Again, note the listing of evidence that is typical of achievement at
Level 2.

The contextual comment on reception is worthy but not developed.

\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that all comments are developed.

Evidence should be short and embedded within points in order to
ensure that it is as thoroughly exemplified as possible.
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Question 4

Colonisation and After

The set texts for the Colonisation and After option are: Heart of Darkness, The Lonely Londoners
and A Passage to India.

Question 4: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of the
titles of their novels.

This section was the least popular of the four options but still provided many
thought-provoking and interesting responses.

Candidates used the titles of the novels (often exploring the imagery and devices inherent
within each one) as a starting point before exploring the themes of the novels in depth.
Examiners noted that the 'question was thoughtfully and critically handled. Many pointed out
there are, in fact, a number of hearts of darkness in Conrad's novel; some candidates
focused on the ambivalence of the term 'Londoners' and some candidates explored the
connotations of indulgent leisure in the word 'passage’. All responses to this question
considered context well - often selecting discerning contextual evidence to support points
well.

This script was awarded a mark of 22, placing it in the middle of Level 4.

Placement in the middle of the level denotes an uneven coverage across the Assessment
Objectives, although this response provides a controlled argument with a discriminating
understanding of how meanings are shaped in texts. There is a focus on the question
throughout the response and the candidates rarely strays away from the task.

Examples are fluently embedded throughout although this response does not analyse as
broad a range of linguistic and literary devices as it might and, therefore, coverage of
Assessment 1 (AO1) is uneven across the script.
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« { ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments
The opening is very promising and hints at the focus on the question
that is characteristic of this response throughout. AO3 and AO4 are
met well here in the focus on the thematic link between the two texts.

There is a definite sense that the candidate has understood the
subtleties and nuances of the writer's craft at AO2. Evidence is well
chosen to support points. The link between the two texts could be
made stronger and is signalled through the discourse marker 'on the
other hand' which is not as clear as it might be.

AO2 and AO3 are well linked here.

As characteristic of this response, evidence is well chosen and fluently
embedded within points. There could be more analysis of concepts
and terminology here.

Apt to context at AO3.

Again, well chosen contextual evidence for AO3 supports the comment
made at AO2.

The conclusion is rather brief, but does not need to be as long as the
comparative and contextual work is completed.

WA ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Ensure that links and comparisons are specific.

Try to include a broad range of literary and linguistic terminology to
fully support and exemplify points.
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Question 5

Colonisation and After

Question 5: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present
characters who struggle to fit in.

As with Question 4, AO3 was an Assessment Objective covered strongly by many of the
candidates who responded to this question. The lives of the authors are relevant sources to
draw upon for contextual comment, and many candidates explored the ways in which
Conrad, Forster and Selvon were outsiders in their own lifetimes. Successful responses often
went on to make links to the broader theme of colonialism and to the setting and locations of
the texts. It should also be noted that comment on literary context was also strong on this
guestion and was well integrated into responses.

Responses explored a range of interpretations of the question set ranging from characters
who do not desire to fit into society to the way that Conrad uses the setting of the Congo to
comment on the impossible demands of European society and brutality of colonialism.

Candidates were able, for the most part, to connect their understanding of AO3 to a broader
understanding of technique and the writer's craft at AO1 and AO2. One particularly
interesting response used literary criticism of Forster to effectively present the argument that
the writer could not have accurately understood Indian society.
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Question 6

Science and Society

The set texts for the Science and Society option are: Never Let Me Go, The Handmaid's Tale and
Frankenstein.

Question 6: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts make use of
narrators who may or may not be reliable.

The vast majority of responses on this paper (over two thirds of candidates) opted for this
theme with a more or less even distribution between Question 6 and Question 7. All three
texts were covered evenly.

Candidate's work on this question was particularly pleasing - especially on Assessment
Objective 1 (AO1) and Assessment Objective 4 (AO4). Candidates had many varied and
interesting comparisons to make about the narrative voices used in each novel including the
ways in which Offred paraphrases other characters within The Handmaid's Tale. One examiner
noted that many candidates saw how 'Atwood and Ishiguro force their narrators to admit
their own unreliability' and that there were 'detailed discussions of the cross-currents and
tensions between Shelley's narrators'. The same examiner went on to comment that one
perceptive candidate noted that the 'tale is the property of the teller', drawing links between
the reader's own perception of The Handmaid's Tale and Atwood's framing device of Piexoto.

This script was awarded a mark of 26 and was placed at the lower end of Level 5.

The response is critical and evaluative, using sustained textual examples, although not
consistently all the way throughout and thus is placed at the lower end of the level rather
than in the upper.

AO3 and AO4 are particularly strong in this response and contextual comment, in particular,
is integrated well throughout the response.

A wider range of terminology and concepts could have been demonstrated at AO1. Although
this does not detract from the quality of the argument made it does hinder a full meeting of
the demands of this Assessment Objective.
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\( { ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

The response begins promisingly with a firm linking of AO1, AO2 and
AO3.

AQO3 continues to be a strong element of this response and is firmly
anchored to discussion of writer's intent and craft at AO2.

Comparisons between the two texts are apt and are beginning to be
evaluative.

The commentary on Atwood and Shelley's intentions is particularly
effective and meets the demands of Level 5 for AO2 and 3, albeit not
as developed or as evaluative as might be and thus justifying this
response's placement towards the lower end of Level 5.

This response continues its sharp focus on the question set.

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Ensure that comparisons between the two texts are detailed.

Return to the wording of the question in order to convey that you have
kept on task.
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Question 7

Science and Society

Question 7: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present the role
of the natural world.

Candidates interpreted the role of the natural world in an interesting variety of ways. This
obviously at times focused on setting and location - the Sublimity of the Alps, the Arctic and
the Gothic menace of the woods surrounding Hailsham - but also the dichotomy between
the natural world and society, the disruption of nature by humans and also, in some of the
most interesting answers, the 'nature’ of things.

Responses focused on The Handmaid's Tale and Never Let Me Go. Candidates explored the role
of reproduction in dystopian societies, but candidates who had studied Frankenstein also
explored the role of the natural world in creation.

AO2, AO3 and AO4 were covered well in general on this question although as with other
responses to Section B, coverage of AO1 and the writer's techniques was uneven.

This script was awarded a mark of 17 and is placed at the top end of Level 3, best
exemplifying the characteristics of achievement in this level.

The response is clear and uses relevant textual examples throughout with a logical structure.
It is well written throughout and incorporates contextual comment.

Whilst nicely written, the response can sometimes feel 'list-like' in its approach and best
demonstrates the Level 3 descriptors rather than the description of a 'discriminating' or
'controlled’ response at Level 4. With some development of points and a wider range of
appropriate, well analysed terminology at AO1 this response would have been placed higher
up in Level 4.
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N { ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

This response begins well, focusing on the question and linking it to
the writers' intentions and genre of the novels.

AQO3 - literary as well as historical context - is well integrated. Evidence
is appropriate, but perhaps the quotations selected are too long to
thoroughly explore.

Connections and comparisons between the texts are relevant rather
than controlled or discriminating.

AO3 becomes a little less secure in its application here - the comments
on Chernobyl would be appropriate but are not developed or firmly
anchored to the point being made.

The response picks back up here at AO2 and AO3.

Analysis of terminology is relevant and there is a clear understanding
of the writer's craft.

(T4 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try to ensure that all supporting evidence is fully exemplified and

explored.

All contextual points should have a relevant link to the question.
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Question 8

Women and Society

The set texts for the Women and Society option are: Wuthering Heights, Mrs Dalloway and
Beloved.

Question 8: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts present
characters who are affected by their past.

Women and Society is the second most popular theme on this paper, with responses equally
distributed between Question 8 and Question 9. All texts had responses written on them.

In the most successful responses to this question, structure and form at Assessment
Objective 1 (AO1) were integrated well into an exploration of the theme of the past and its
effects on characters. Examiners noted that there was sensitive discussion of the cycles of
abuse presented in Wuthering Heights and analysis of how characters attempt to break this
pattern. The least successful responses did not consider fully the demands of Assessment
Objective 1 (AO1) and its requirement to explore the way in which writers use literary and
linguistic techniques in the construction of their novels.

Again, as with other questions in Section B, Assessment Objective 3 (AO3) was handled with
confidence and many candidates were able to make pertinent and relevant comments on the
literary context of the studied novels as well as the social and historical context.

This script was awarded a mark of 20 and therefore was placed towards the bottom of
Level 4.

There are discriminating elements to this response and a control over the written expression
and argument which meets the requirements of Level 4.

The identification of linguistic and literary terminology is not broad but it supports the
analysis of the points made in a controlled and discriminating way.
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™

\_ 1
« {ResultsPlus
/'--". Examiner Comments
The opening of the response begins in a controlled manner with an
appropriate comparison of the two texts that uses relevant contextual
comment on the social and historical as well as literary context of the
novels.

The structure is controlled and there is a discriminating, if not broad,
application of terminology.

Context at AO3 is appropriate.

The comment on liminalities here is particularly pertinent and covers
the requirements for both AO2 and AO3.

Comment on the linguistic and structural techniques could be
developed, and therefore does not securely meet AO1 at Level 4, but
there is a clear attempt here to offer comparisons between the two
texts.

There is a clear return to, and focus on, the set question.

ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Try not to re-tell aspects of the plot - carefully select moments from
across your texts to support your points.
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Question 9

Women and Society
Question 9: Compare the ways in which the writers of your two chosen texts portray love.

As one examiner noted, 'interestingly, most candidates saw love as a destructive force' with
comments including the obsessive love between Heathcliff and Cathy that leads to cruelty
and death, the way in which Clarissa's feelings for Peter and Sally have affected her
relationship with Richard and how Sethe's love for her children leads to infanticide.

Most candidates wrote responses that were clear and well structured for this question and
incorporated a range of linguistic and literary terminology in their analysis and thus
demonstrated the demands of Assessment Objective 1 (AO1). At Assessment Objective 3
(AO3), most candidates were able to make a variety of comments that explored the lives of
the writers and the importance of love in their own relationships.

Successful responses made pertinent and insightful comparisons and links between the texts
and thus met the demands of Assessment Objective 4(AO4), whereas less confident
responses made generalised rather specific connections.

International Advanced Level English Literature WET03 01 68



Paper Summary

Performance of this paper has been very pleasing and there have been many marks awarded
in the top two levels. Centres should be congratulated on having prepared their candidates
so thoroughly.

Based on performance on this paper, centres are offered the following advice for their future
success:

e address the assessment objectives and use mark schemes and past papers to guide
teaching

e in Section A, candidates should spend some time carefully reading, annotating and
planning before they start to write their response. Invariably, candidates who plan their
argument write better constructed and cohesive answers than candidates who don't

e incorporation of linguistic and literary technique into an exploration of texts is important.
Candidates should be encouraged to use a range of terminology to support their points on
how writers create meaning and the effect that this has on the reader. In Section A, this
means fully linking form to function in using a range of apt poetic terminology to explore
the set poem. In Section B, candidates must consider the range of ways in which writers
construct and craft their novels. Narrative voice, structure, form and linguistic and literary
devices are all important parts of a writer's toolkit and are ripe for exploration in service to
the set questions. Incorporating an analysis of technique ensures that candidates meet
the demands of Assessment Objective 1 (AO1) fully and can access the full range of levels
on the mark scheme

e for Section B, narrative or 'listing' approaches are rarely successful in meeting the
demands of the assessment objectives and will rarely be placed outside of Level 2
('General understanding/exploration'). It is better for candidates to select several moments
of comparison across their chosen texts and to explore these in detail than to attempt to
cover the plot of both novels in full

e in order to meet the demands of Assessment Objective 4 (AO4), candidates must consider
links between their two studied texts. Comparison can be found in a variety of ways -
contextual, thematic, stylistic and so on - but 'bolted on' connections do not fully
demonstrate comparison between the two texts and are rarely successful. Candidates
should ensure that equal coverage is given to both studied texts

e enjoy sharing your knowledge and enthusiasm for the novels studied with the examiner.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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