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Introduction

This proved to be an accessible examination paper where candidates accessed a range of marks.

Candidates were able to use the extracts provided and their own examples to support the

knowledge needed to address each question.

The majority of topics assessed on the paper were well received by the majority of candidates.

The strongest candidates were able to develop logical and coherent chains of reasoning showing

the cause and effect on the businesses discussed in the extract, but also by bringing in many

examples of their own to support these arguments. The weaker candidates would often try to

cover too many points without developing their arguments in depth, often moving onto another

point before completing a chain of reasoning. Some candidates misread questions 1(c) and 1(e)

and referred to the impact on the economy rather than businesses. Candidates should make sure

that they read the question carefully to ensure that they are answering it correctly.

Centres could work with students to help them build their confidence in showing the cause and

effect of a point made. This could help the students achieve level 4 responses.

Some candidates are merely repeating themselves in their conclusion or offering brief

summaries. The conclusion really should offer something new that supports an existing

argument, ideally well contextualised.
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Question 1(a)

There were a mix of responses for this question. Some students had revised the incorrect

formula and used x 100 at the end. There were also students that didn’t understand how to write

billions out and finally there were some students who failed to display the currency. Centres

should be advising candidates to show their workings throughout in case they round incorrectly.

Currency should always be rounded to 2 decimal places.

This answer shows the correct answer 15,355.54, but it lacks the $ sign. As per NB on the

mark scheme this scores 3 marks. Candidates should look back over the question when they

have answered it to decide which currency/units this answer should be displayed in to

ensure that they get the full 4 marks.

The candidates should make sure that they display the formula and workings when

completing a calculation question.
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Question 1(b)

This question was answered well. There were many different characteristics proposed, and any

valid argument was accepted. There are still some candidates who just state information from

the extract and do not use this context to support a point or a consequence. Information should

be used to answer the question. Some candidates said 'an emerging economy is a growing one';

however, they needed to show that this was rapid growth.

There is accurate knowledge in the point that 'an emerging economy has rapid growth'

showing a characteristic. The application mark is achieved by the use of 'growth rate of 4%'

and the analysis is achieved through explaining the consequence, ie 'businesses invest

bringing in FDI'.

Candidates should make sure that they use two pieces of evidence to support their

arguments when answering the question. They should not just place stand-alone quotes in

their answers without using the information to create or support an argument.
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Question 1(c)

Those candidates that understood the impact of a depreciation generally answered this question

well. Those that addressed the significance of the depreciation and the types of goods Chilean

businesses export were able to put their arguments across well. However, there are still a

number of candidates that do not understand this topic and more time should be given to this.

Candidates were confident with the expectation from the command word ‘discuss’ which resulted

in many of them giving balanced comparisons. However, some of the students are still writing

conclusions which are not needed on an 8 mark question.
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This shows accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of a change in exchange

rates, but it is not applied throughout the answer and in some places drifts into the impact

on the economy. The assessment is balanced but chains are not always fully developed. A

conclusion is not needed on an 8 mark question, but in this case does offer some further

knowledge. Best fit is the bottom of Level 3 for this answer.

Balanced arguments are needed on an 8 mark question showing both the positive and

possible negative effects.
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Question 1(d)

This question was generally answered well as students were familiar with this topic and were able

to bring in a balanced argument with alternative factors that may have been more important

when entering a new market. Centres should work with students to help them develop their

arguments into coherent and logical chains of reasoning as well as wide ranging arguments to

help them secure marks in the level 4 criteria, as many responses listed a number of reasons why

it is important but without explaining the consequences of it. Candidates need to also make sure

they address the question, ie 'ease of doing business' before they offer an alternative reason to

something else being more important.
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This answer shows accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of the assessment

of a country as a market. There are balanced arguments looking at other factors that may be

more important. There are logical chains of reasoning, leading to a supported judgement

and there is also good use of context throughout the answer.

Candidates should avoid listing a number of reasons and should work at developing logical

chains of reasoning around a few points.
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Question 1(e)

This question was answered generally well as candidates knew the implications of free trade on a

business. However, some candidates were linking this back to the economy rather than the

businesses. Candidates need to be careful that they fully read the question before answering it.

There were many responses that really lacked context here, so centres should be encouraging

students to use the extract and bring in their own examples to support the arguments that they

are making. The conclusion should not be a summary of what has already been said. They should

aim to offer something new and add value to the answer.
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This answer shows accurate knowledge, but it is not very well applied to the extract. The

candidate would benefit from bringing in business examples to support their answer. There

are chains of reasoning, but these are also not well developed. There is a balanced

comparison leading to a supported judgment.

Candidates should make sure that they read the question carefully and answer the question

set.
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Question 2

Many candidates were able to bring in their own examples to help support their answer to this

question. There were also examples given in the extract that they could have used. Some

candidates evaluated whether legal controls worked, whereas others looked at legal factors but

also all the other factors that may be more effective in controlling multinational corporations.

Both approaches were accepted. However, it is advised that students evaluate the legal controls

and therefore provide balanced arguments to suggest they do work but also why they may not

work in order for them to show the accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding in level

4, before they move on to alternative ways to control them.
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There is accurate knowledge of the effective ways to control MNCs. Legal issues have been

evaluated alongside the impact of pressure groups. The answer is well contextualised with

the candidate bringing in other examples of MNCs and how they have or haven’t been

controlled. The arguments are wide ranging leading to a conclusion.

Candidates should make sure that their conclusions are offering something new and are not

a repetition of what has already been said earlier in the answer.
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Question 3

Many answers again were well contextualised with either use from the extract or the candidates'

own examples. Any valid examples were accepted. Candidates generally were good at providing

wide ranging arguments, but sometimes these arguments lacked depth in their analysis. Centres

should work with students to help them develop their well developed logical and coherent chains

of reasoning, to ensure that students are fully developing their arguments before moving onto

another point.
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This answer shows accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding. There are wide

ranging arguments that are well contextualised and there are balanced arguments with

logical chains of reasoning in places, but these could be developed further. A supported

conclusion is given offering something new rather than a repetition of a previous point.

Candidates should make sure that they are using the context in the extract or bringing in

their own evidence to ensure that their answer is applied throughout.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Read the question carefully and answer the question that is set

• Use business examples from the extracts plus their own examples to support their answers

throughout

• Write concisely and neatly

• Make sure that the conclusions are not a just repetition or summary of what has already been

said.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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