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Introduction

1.1 About this booklet

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE in Sinhala specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable
teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 5,6 and 7 from the June
2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how examiners
have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be marked.

1.2 How to use this booklet

Each example covered in this booklet contains:

° Question

o Mark scheme

o Exemplar responses for the selected question

o Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by

examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where relevant,
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks.

The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher
levels of candidate responses.

Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification.

1.3 Further support
A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in

planning and delivering this specification.

Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s
Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson Qualifications

website.
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-sinhala-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-sinhala-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments

1.4 Assessment objectives

This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows:

Assessment| Criteria 100% in
Objectives International GCSE
AO1 Understand and respond, in writing, to 40

written language.

AO2 Communicate in writing, using a register 40
appropriate to the situation, showing
knowledge of a range of vocabulary in
common usage and of the grammar and
structures prescribed in the specification,

AO3 Understand contemporary written texts in 20
English and translate them into the target
language.
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 14 marks.

Communication and Content

The candidate has referred to all four stimuli, i.e. (i) Benefits of school trips, (ii) Educational
value, (iii) A recent trip and (iv) A future trip, using the actual words given in the boxes,
which is ideal. Centres should encourage candidates to do this as the stimuli are all
compulsory to give full marks.

The response is just over the word limit, i.e. 80-85, though the candidate has provided
information on all the stimuli, giving access to the full range of marks. The centres should
train their candidates to adhere to the instructions given in the rubrics above the test.

This candidate's handwriting is up to the standard, which is essential. The centres should
encourage candidates to practice their handwriting before the examinations since legibility
is @ must when responding to a written task.

There is a sequential order of events, which is a clever way of producing this kind of
response, with meaningful paragraphing of the text. The candidate has shown a reasonable
ability in communication and content. The overall piece of writing is therefore awarded 7
marks.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The vocabulary used by the candidate is very good for the level of these question targets.
The candidate has used an excellent range of structures with simple sentences and
subordinating clauses. The candidate has been successful in using the correct word order
throughout the piece of writing. The register and style are mostly appropriate. In terms of
spelling and grammar, there are no noticeable mistakes that should be penalized. The
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candidate has referred to the future events without using the future tense, which is
sometimes a clever way of language usage. We therefore looked at one of the top bands -
either a 6 or 7 mark and overall the candidate was given a mark of 7.

In order to be awarded a 7 for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy, the candidate does not
have to get everything correct. This would have been a stronger piece of writing if the
candidate had included more complex sentences and a range of less common vocabulary
items and expansion of evidence.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 9 marks.

Communication and Content

The candidate has included three of the four prescribed stimulus words within the expected
number of words. This means that the maximum available mark for communication and
content is 5. The word in the first stimulus box is mentioned but it has not been explained
what the benefits of a school trip are. If not for this omission, this would have been a good
response addressing all elements of the question. The candidate has not made use of
paragraphing but the response is pleasant to read and very coherent. There are no
instances of ambiguity or repetition throughout the piece of writing and the sequential
order of ideas is good. There is some effective use of language to narrate ideas in
communicating relevant information. Therefore, 5 marks are awarded for communication
and content.
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Linguistic knowledge and accuracy

The vocabulary used by the candidate is not up to the level of the question targets. The
candidate has produced simple straightforward grammatical structures with simple
sentences and individual words which are sometimes linked. The candidate has not been
successful in using appropriate style and register. In terms of spelling and grammar, there
were many mistakes that had to be penalised. The candidate has not demonstrated basic
knowledge of the Sinhala grammar and vocabulary, i.e. Subject + object + verb order, as
well as the correct spelling of high-frequency words. Therefore, 4 marks were awarded for

linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Question 6(a)
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 26 marks.

Communication and Content

This candidate has addressed all three bullet points accurately. There is a justification of
views in a logical sequence throughout the piece of writing. There is no ambiguity at all in
the work. The first and the second paragraphs are the introduction and expansion of the
essay where the candidate has provided enough evidence to show the importance of
listening to the older generation and how their elders have followed the advice given by
their seniors , namely parents and grandparents. The idiomatic expression ‘gasata poththa’
men used in the second paragraph shows the communication skills of the candidate which
should be expected at this level. The overall impression is of a coherent piece of writing,
showing a good ability to respond in a manner which would be comprehensible to a native
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speaker. The bullet point regarding the suggestions to develop closer relationships between
generations in the future is addressed by critiquing the modern social system and
technology which have taken the young generation away from the older generation. The
candidate has further illustrated that the distant relationship between parents and children
is the cause of most crises today. The piece of writing therefore is perfectly relevant to the
task, with expansion of key points and ideas. The candidate has used an excellent range of
vocabulary, as well as style and register throughout the piece of writing, reflecting the
descriptors associated with the 11-13 mark range. In order to determine where to place the
piece of writing within this mark band, one may consider the descriptors for the 8-10 mark
band. It is clear that this response offers much more than the 8-10 mark range. Therefore,
full marks, i.e. 13, are awarded for communication content.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The response offers a good range of structures, e.g.'udesaninma kandu mudunin paaya ena
ranwan pehethi hiru mulu dahawalama aalokamath kara sandya yamayedi basnahira
kandu wetiyen sengawa yayi, Owuhu wedihitiyaku asungena sitiyadii iita wada pahala
asunaka asun gathha, wedihiti owadan nopilipedeemen anaagatha parapurata sidiwannata
yanne mahath wipathaki’ Most of the structures are up to the standard expected. One or
two spelling mistakes or lapse of spelling should not be penalised. The content is fully
coherent to a native speaker with those minor errors which do not hinder the clarity of the
communication. Overall, there is a very good command of language consistently
demonstrated by the candidate throughout the writing, e.g. accurate use of structures and
effective references to past, present and future events. The response may not be
considered for a place within the 8-10 mark band as there is always a fluent response
throughout with extended, well-linked sentences which use a wide variety of grammatical
structures, including complex language. The response does, however, indicate much more
than a mostly accurate use of language and structures and is more than a predominantly
fluent response. The 11-13 mark band is therefore applicable. Therefore, 13 marks were
awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 16 marks.

Communication and Content

The response is considerably below the expected 145 word limit, i.e. the number of words
written by the candidate is about 80 words. It is clear that the candidate might have run out
of time on this task or has not carefully read the rubric provided at the top of the question.
This piece of writing would have been better had the candidate addressed the bullet points
fully. It is essential that all three points are covered within a reasonable length and content.
The candidate has just addressed the first bullet point with a single sentence and the
second bullet point is addressed very briefly. The third bullet point is not covered at all.
Although the candidate has talked about the importance of valuing the advice of the older
generation, they have not actually given any information about this. Similarly, for the
second bullet point, i.e. ‘the relationship between children and adults in the past’, the
candidate has not provided enough evidence to prove what kind of relationship was
present in the past and how it positively affected the younger generation. The centres
should advise their candidates to read and understand instructions before they answer a
question. This response does not use the appropriate tone and register. In terms of
content, this is, unfortunately, an incomplete response. As the response refers to two bullet
points only, the candidate was offered only maximum of 7 marks for communication and
content.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

In order to be awarded 13 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy, the candidate has
to get everything correct. This would have been a stronger piece of writing if the candidate
had included more complex sentences, a range of less common vocabulary items and more
expansion of evidence. The subject and verb agreement is at times used correctly - with
punctuation marks, but most of the time the candidate makes mistakes, unnecessarily
using feminine gender verbs with masculine gender subjects. For example, the candidate
writes 'Eda lamun parisaraya samanga godak sabadatha pewethwuwaaya. Ewita
wedihitiyan samagada boho dee sakacca keruwaaya’ This shows lack of linguistic
knowledge. There is a significant evidence of inaccurate use of vocabulary items throughout
the piece of writing. These areas should be in focus as candidates prepare for
examinations. Though there is certainly occasional evidence of correct spelling used, this is
offset by incorrectly spelled words throughout the response. This points towards
performance within the 8-10 band. It would be harsh to assert that the range of vocabulary
structures is very limited, so a mark within the 4-7 band is not appropriate. There are brief
points at which the language reflects the 8-10 descriptors so the overall performance must
be placed at the middle of the 8-10 mark band. A mark of 9 is awarded for Linguistic
Knowledge and Accuracy.
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Question 6(b)
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 24 marks.

Communication and Content

This response is within the word limit required and is written in a style suitable for an
informal report for an email. The candidate has addressed all three bullet points which are
compulsory, using the actual words given in the bullet points. This allows access to the full
range of marks for communication and content. The response communicates most
successfully. The candidate has obviously written the first paragraphs to introduce the topic
in brief, which is the right thing to do. Then the candidate has used second and third
paragraphs consecutively to discuss the historical value of Sigiriya and Damublla, which are
foreign attractions mentioned in the second bullet point to be described. The candidate has
used the final paragraph to discuss the importance of preservation of those places for the
next generations. There is one error with regard to content i.e. ‘Ithihasaya 1800 weni
wasarawalata diwayanneya’ is wrong information but was not considered sufficient to be
penalised. The response would have been much better if the candidate had talked about a
few more historical places in brief as well.

Communication throughout is very clear. There are a number of grammatical errors and
lapses in spelling, but they do not impede communication and so are disregarded when
considering communication. Looking at the mark bands, we might perhaps feel that the
piece is not entirely coherent, but it is certainly better than mostly coherent, which would
be a mark of 8-10. Considering that, and the fact that all bullet points have been addressed,
this piece of work is awarded a mark of 13.
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Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

In terms of structures, we see a wide variety of grammatical structures here, including
complex language. The candidate has mostly used correct word order, on many occasions
consistently referring to present, past and future tenses with well-linked sentences. The
vocabulary is mostly satisfactory, with few or no errors that hinder the clarity of
communication. We can therefore rule out the top band. The work is better than the 8-10
band as there is no noticeable repetition and the vocabulary is better than ‘satisfactory’.
The piece of writing fits in the 11-13 band and is closer to the band below than the band
above so the candidate was awarded a mark of 11.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 15 marks.

Communication and Content

The candidate has written this piece of writing in informal language as an answer to
Amisha's email, which is a good attempt. There is some partial attempt at addressing the
first and the second bullet points, but they are not covered very thoroughly. The third bullet
point was not attempted at all. There are a number of spelling errors that do not hinder
the meaning of the lexical items used by the candidate in the response; therefore, a native
speaker would not find it difficult to understand the content. The candidate has successfully
communicated information relevant to the task though the development of the ideas is not
fully satisfactory. Based upon these omissions, the full range of marks cannot be applied. In
deciding upon which mark band to allocate, one may consider the 4-7 range, in the first
instance. It is immediately evident that the response does meet the requirement to
demonstrate a ‘good ability to express ideas in a form comprehensible to a native speaker.’
On the other hand, this response is slightly more than basic, so a mark within the 4-7 band
would be marginally harsh in relation to much of the piece. The response just about meets
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the requirements for a mark from within the 8-10 band. This is a borderline case. A mark of
8 is awarded for communication and content.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

In allocating a mark for linguistic knowledge and accuracy, one must determine whether or
not the candidate has accessed a range of vocabulary and structures corresponding to the
task set. The simple and very basic structures are used throughout this response by the
candidate satisfactorily, sometimes with the evidence of the use of modal verbs such as
'sampath obata balannata puluwan’, ‘Lowa pura nethi diyunukamak denagannata puluwan’
etc. There is certainly occasional evidence of incorrect spelling. The range of vocabulary
items and structures are also very limited so a mark within the 4-7 descriptor is appropriate
for this performance. Therefore, the overall performance must be placed at the upper end
of the 4-7 mark band. A mark of 7 is awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 25 marks.

Communication and content

All three bullet points are addressed, using a logical sequence where appropriate. For
example, the first paragraph is used to introduce some traditional sports prevailing in the
country where they are played. The second paragraph roughly speaks about modern sports
and some games like "Elle" which is as popular as cricket in the country. When explaining
cricket, the candidate seems to be a bit more elaborative whereas other sports are not
explained as much, but that is not a reason to reduce marks. The candidate also does not
forget to mention how sport are useful, introduces the primary purpose of sports in brief,
followed by further exemplification of athletics, which has also been an Olympic medal-
winning sport in Sri Lanka in recent years. The final paragraph addressed measures that
can be taken to promote sports in the future - this is the third bullet point. The candidate
has not explained measures that can be taken at a great length, but offers a very convincing
perception of sports as part of everyday life in the Sri Lankan culture. Bullet points one and
two, therefore, indicate an excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence. There is
no requirement for candidates to attribute equal weighting to each bullet point. Bullet point
three is also addressed in a logical sequence, although not quite as clearly as the other two.
Overall, the candidate does not digress from the task and occasional grammatical errors do
not really interfere with communication. The response therefore is worthy of offering a
mark of 13 for communication and content.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The response includes a broad range of structures and a range of tenses. The candidate is
equally mindful as to avoid repetition of structure. In parts, there is clear evidence of
correct language usage, although there are a few lapses of word order and subject-verb
agreement in sentences, for example: 'Kridakayan sitithi’. Also, an incorrect use of words is
noted: ‘caryaawan’, ‘pudgalika’, ‘hekiya walin’, etc. Despite these small mistakes, the
candidate has been successful on many occasions, which shows their excellent ability to
use language accurately. Most of the time, correct usage of grammar and lexical items is
present throughout the piece of writing, and this ties in with linguistic knowledge and
accuracy. Overall, there are more than a satisfactory range of structures and there is more
than some evidence of correct use of language. A mark within the 11-13 mark band is
therefore appropriate. As this response tends to point more towards the 11-13 mark band
than towards the 8-10 range, the mark must reflect performance at the middle of the 11-13
mark band. A mark of 12 is therefore awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 14 marks.

Communication and Content

All three bullet points are addressed within this response and there is some attempt at
expansion. For example, the candidate’s response to the first bullet point mentions popular
sports in Sri Lanka very briefly, i.e. cricket and volleyball. In the second paragraph, the
candidate has tried to talk about some sports that were played in the past but has also
referred to Elle and football. He/she mentions Lasith Malinga and Sangakkara, popular
cricketers in the past. Even though this work is clearly comprehensible to a native speaker,
the content is not well organized to produce a reasonable mark. Candidate’s introduction to
the third bullet point is slightly less clear, although the message remains coherent. The
candidate has communicated information relevant to the task but in a couple of simple
sentences. Therefore, the attempt to expand beyond the basic message has not been well
expressed in this piece of writing. For these reasons, the response cannot be awarded an
upper mark within 11-13 mark band. When one considers the 8-10 range, the above
evidence indicates that it would be slightly harsh to judge the overall piece as being
‘sometimes coherent’, as the limited success of all three bullet points are an aberration in
an otherwise coherent account. The response does merit being placed within the 8- 10
mark band although the performance points more towards the 8-10 mark range rather
than towards the very upper mark band. 8 marks are awarded for communication and
content.

Linguistic Knowledge and Accuracy

The vocabulary used in this response is fairly good, and beyond satisfactory. However, the
candidate has used mostly incorrect spelling throughout the task. The candidate has no
knowledge of the correct word spellings in Sinhala, and this should be taken into account
when preparing students for the examination. This piece of writing would be better if there
were more evidence of correct tenses throughout. For those reasons, a lower mark should
be awarded and so the candidate is given 8 marks. In order to have achieved more marks,
the candidate should have addressed all bullet points fully, without trying to incorporate
pre-prepared material, which does not really address what was required. More topic
related vocabulary, more examples of tenses and a wider range of grammatical structures
would all have improved this piece of writing.
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Question 7
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The use of social media is widely spread and common in the developed countries
where computing equipment, handheld devices, internet facility and electricity are
ever-present. Sri Lanka is a developing island nation situated in the Indian Ocean
southeast of India, and is the 24th-largest island in the world. It is a low-income country
where technologies are proliferating rapidly in all parts of the country, particularly

in urban areas. In the Sri Lankan context the usage of social media increased rapidly
during the last five years. Its mixed population, rich culture, variety of religions and
languages reflect in the news industry.
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Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 20 marks.

This candidate has fully comprehended the English text and translated it into Sinhala using
a very good style and register. This response therefore can be considered a very successful
translation. The candidate has presented the response that a Sinhalese speaker would
understand without having to refer to the original English text provided in the question
paper. The vocabulary used in the translation is the closest match to the meaning of the
original words. Misspelling is tolerated as it does not lead to ambiguity. Structures are
grammatically correct, the text is cohesive as well as fully coherent. We would mark a
meaningful chunk correctly translated into Sinhala as one mark to calculate 20 as a full
mark in this translation question. Since there are very few mistakes in this response that
could be penalised, this candidate is awarded 20 marks. Centres should train their
candidates to answer this type of questions by providing them with relevant vocabulary
items related to the themes and topics in the specification as the test is set in one of these
areas.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 10 marks.

The candidate has understood the English text but has been unable to translate it into
Sinhala at a satisfactory level of demand. Most of the words that the candidate has
translated into Sinhala are correct but the order of putting them together to make a
sensible Sinhala sentence has been much harder. For example, 'antharjala bhavithaya
diyunu ratawalwala’ should have been other way round, i.e. 'diyunu or sanwardhitha
ratawalwala antharjala bhavithaya'. The word ‘southeast’ has been mistranslated as ‘south’
and ‘social media’ has been mistranslated as ‘the Internet’. There are also some lapse of
words throughout the piece of writing. Considering the above, a final mark of 14 was
awarded for this performance.
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Mark schemes
Mark scheme for question 5

Question 5 (14 marks)

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria
given in two mark grids:

 communication and content
« linguistic knowledge and accuracy.

The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate
and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the
word count. All work produced by the student must be marked.

Question 5: communication and content mark grid

« No rewardable material

1-2 « Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas;
communication of information is occasionally successful

+ Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of
appropriate register and style

3-5 « Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and
ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes successful

+ Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of
appropriate register and style

6-7 + Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas;

communication of information is often successful

+ A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly
appropriate use of register and style

Additional guidance

Register and style definition - Informal: language includes some colloquial or
conversational words and expressions that students may use with friends.
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Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid

* No rewardable material

* Produces individual words and set phrases

+ Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,limited success
in referring to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning
being conveyed

3-5

* Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked

* Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success
in referring to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning
being conveyed

6-7

* Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking

* Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in
referring to past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning
being conveyed

Additional guidance

Complex language is considered to be:

*  varied and complex word order

*» extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas
+* conceptually more challenging language.

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:

+ repetitive, simple word order

+ short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of commaon, high-frequency
structures.

Errors: The mark grnid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on
coherence,

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed:

* errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message

* errors that convey the wrong message

* errors that make it unclear who is carrying out the action, for example using the
incorrect person of the verb

+ mother-tongue interference.

MB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list,
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Mark scheme for question 6

Question 6 (26 marks)

For this question, students’ work i1s marked by Pearson using assessment critenia given in two
mark grids:

* communication and content
* l|inguistic knowledge and accuracy.

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all three
bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the
communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, students must
refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment critera in the top band.

Question 6(a) requires the student to write in a formal style and &(b) and (c) require the student
to writz in an informal style (see Additional guidance below]).

The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is approximate
and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the
word count. All work produced by the student must be marked.

Question 6: communication and content mark grid

0 * Mo rewardable material

1-3 + Communicates bref information relevant to the task with little development

* COccasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade:
straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success

+ Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of
comman, familiar language

4-7 + Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key
points and ideas

* Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts
and ideas are expressed with some success

+ Some appropnate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples
of common familiar language

8-10 + Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points
and ideas

* Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or
persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully

+ Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon
language

11-13 * Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key
points and ideas

* Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and
ideas are expressed with flair

* Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide
vanety of language is used
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Additional guidance

Creative language use — using language in a way designed to create effect and interest.
Goes beyond the standard or predictable response.

Register and style definition - Informal: language includes some colloguial or
conversational words and expressions that students may use with frnends. Formal: formal
vocabulary and grammar structures are used, that are appropnate when writing to an adult in a
formal context.

Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid

0 + Mo rewardable material

1-3 * Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures

* Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences

* QOccasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures;
cccasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur
that sometimes hinder clarity of communication

4-7 * Some vanation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of
complex language

* Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences

+ Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past,
present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of
communication

8-10 * Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of
complex language

* Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked

+ Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past,
present and future events; errors rarely hinder clanty of communication

11-13 * Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language

* Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences

* Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references
to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the
communication

Additional guidance

Complex language is considered to be:

+ varied and complex word order

+ extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas
+ conceptually more challenging language.

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be:
+ repetitive, simple word order
s short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures.
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Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access
the top band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors
have on coherence.

36

Errors that do not hinder clarity:

errors that do not affect the meaning
infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in
coherent writing.

Errors that hinder clarity:

errors that make wnting difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is
eventually understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what
is meant

frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the
writing.

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list,
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Mark scheme for question 7

Paper 1 marking principles for Section C

Mis-spelling i1s tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drovght misspelled as
drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would
lead to ambiguity.

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be
considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning.

Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having
understood the text in its original language.

Question Text Correct answer Acceptable Reject Mark
number answers
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