
 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series) – Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026 

International GCSE Physics (9–1) 

 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics (4PH1) 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics (Modular) 
(4XPH1) 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Double Science 
(4SD0) 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Double Science 
(Modular) (4XSD1) 

 

Command words (exemplar material)  



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series) – Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026 

Introduction 
 

• The purpose of this pack is to support teachers and students by providing examples of how command words are used 

in assessments, alongside examples of good practice. 

• If you have any enquiries about these materials or any other questions about the course, please contact our Science 

subject advisor at teachingscience@pearson.com. 

  

mailto:teachingscience@pearson.com
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Add/Label Requires the addition of 
labelling of a stimulus 
material given in the 
question, for example, 
labelling a diagram or 
adding units to a table 

June 24 4PH2 1P Q3b 
 

 
 

This is a good response as the 
candidate has identified which of the 
curves corresponds to the silver and 
black bottles.  
 
Without this labelling one of the two 
marks available for this question 
could not have been scored.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Add/Label Requires the addition of 
labelling of a stimulus 
material given in the 
question, for example, 
labelling a diagram or 
adding units to a table 

June 24, 4PH1 2PR, Q1a 
 

 

This is a good example of where 
labels are required for the x and y 
axes of the graph.  

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series)– Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026  
 

3 

Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Add/Label Requires the addition of 
labelling of a stimulus 
material given in the 
question, for example, 
labelling a diagram or 
adding units to a table 

June 22 4PH1 1P Q1 (a) (i) & (iii) 
 

 

This is a good response as the 
candidate has added an 'X' and an 'S' 
in the appropriate place on the 
diagram to indicate the positions of 
the comet and the Sun. Please note 
that the shape of the orbit is not 
considered when labelling the 
position of the comet and the Sun. 
Part (ii) of the question awards a 
mark for the shape if it is correct. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Add/Label Requires the addition of 
labelling of a stimulus 
material given in the 
question, for example, 
labelling a diagram or 
adding units to a table 

November 25, 4PH1 1P, Q6bi 
 

 

This is a good example of a different 
use of the command word 'add'. The 
candidate must place a tick in the 
relevant boxes to identify the types 
of variables that are in the question.  
 
NB: This kind of tick box can also 
appear under the command word 
'complete' 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Calculate Obtain a numerical 
answer, showing relevant 
working. 

November 25, 4PH1 1P, Q2a 
 

 
 

This is a good example of the 
simplest type of calculation worth 
two marks.  
 
The marks are awarded for the 
substitution of the values into the 
equation and then the evaluation of 
the answer.  
 
There is no rearrangement required 
from the given formula.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Calculate Obtain a numerical 
answer, showing relevant 
working. 

June 25, 4WPH1 1P, Q5b 

 

 

This is a good example of a standard 
three mark calculation question, 
with a mark awarded for 
substitution. (line 2), rearrangement, 
(line 3) and then an evaluation.  
 
The rearrangement can be shown 
either in symbols/words or as 
correctly substituted numbers.  
 
It is advised that substitution into 
the equation should be the first step. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Calculate Obtain a numerical 
answer, showing relevant 
working. 

November 25, 4WPH1 1P, Q4ci 
 

 

This is a good example of a 
calculation with four of the five 
marks awarded being allocated to 
this in the question. The working 
shows all steps, including, 
substitution (line 1), rearrangement, 
(line 3) and the evaluation, (final 
line).   
 
These are the three main steps in 
many calculations, and these are 
clearly shown here. In addition, the 
conversion of MJ to J is shown in line 
1, please note that this could be 
done at any stage, but good practice 
would be to do this first as shown 
here. Finally, the instruction to give 
the answer to 2 significant figures is 
shown on the last line.  
 
This final stage in the answer is not 
part of the calculation as is awarded 
independently to the four marks for 
the calculation.   
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Circle 
 
Circle is not a 
command 
word as such 
and is usually 
accompanied 
by the 
wording 
'Draw a 
circle 
around...' 
The true 
command is 
'Draw'  

 

Place a circle around a 
value in a table of data or 
a point on a graph 

November 25, 4WPH2 1P, Q3bi 
 

 
 

There is no circle drawn around the 
anomaly, which is 1.98 in the table 
on the third row. A candidate is 
required to draw a circle around a 
point to show the anomaly.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Circle 
 
Circle is not a 
command 
word as such 
and is usually 
accompanied 
by the 
wording 
'Draw a 
circle 
around...' 
The true 
command is 
'Draw'  

 

Place a circle around a 
value in a table of data or 
a point on a graph 

June 25, 4PH1 1PR, Q10aii 
 

 

This is a good example where the 
circle has been drawn around the 
anomaly.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Comment on 

 
Requires the synthesis of 
a number of variables 
from data/information to 
form a judgment 

June 24, 4PH1 1PR, Q7biv 
 

 
 

This is a good example of a 
'comment' answer.  
 
The candidate has based their 
answer on information provided 
from a graph on which they had to 
draw a line of best fit in a previous 
section of the question.  
 
The candidate has now made a 
judgement based on the data and 
the line. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Comment on 

 
Requires the synthesis of 
a number of variables 
from data/information to 
form a judgment 

November 24, 4PH1 1P, Q9biv 
 

 

This response gains all four marks. 
The answer contains MP1 as 19.3 is 
seen in the calculation. MP2 is 
scored from the last two lines. The 
current in diagram 2 is calculated for 
MP3. MP4 is scored for the first line 
of the paragraph under the 
calculations.  
 
The candidate has used the 
information presented in the first 
diagram, (not shown in the example) 
and the information from the second 
diagram to synthesise an answer and 
then make a judgement regarding 
the difference between the current 
in the two circuits.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Comment on 

 
Requires the synthesis of 
a number of variables 
from data/information to 
form a judgment 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q6c 
 

 

This is a good example of a 
'comment' question based on taking 
information from a graph, with the 
answer annotated to show where 
the four marks were awarded.  
 
The candidate has used the graph to 
fully comment on the student's 
conclusion.  
 
This is a very good example that 
shows the detail required from 
candidates to score all the marks 
available on this four mark question.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Compare 
 
(note that 
this is similar 
to Discuss or 
Comment) 

Identify the main factors 
relating to two or more 
items/situations or 
aspects of a subject that 
is extended to explain the 
similarities, differences, 
advantages and 
disadvantages. 

Legacy 
 

 
 

The snow does not absorb UV but the sky absorbs UV. The 

bear’s fur absorbs UV but the bear’s eyes does not absorb 

UV. 

The candidate has made two points 
where one situation is compared 
with another for the same condition, 
i.e. one absorbs UV but the other 
does not. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Complete Requires completion of a 
table/diagram 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q4a 

 

 

This is a good example of a tick box 
type completion of a table.  
 
Candidates are expected to place 
ticks in the correct boxes. On 
occasion, this kind of question may 
have a command such as 'add'.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Complete Requires completion of a 
table/diagram 

November 24, 4PH1 1P, Q6cii 
 

 
 

This is a good example of a drawing 
version of the 'complete' command 
word.  
 
For Q6cii, the candidate has to 
continue the path of the ray of light 
and to gain both marks needs to 
show the correct direction out of the 
block and the correct bending 
direction.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Complete Requires completion of a 
table/diagram 

June 23, 4PH1 1P, Q1c 
 

 
 

This is a good example of the use of 
the 'complete' command, in a 
sentence completion question.  
 
Candidates have to select 
appropriate words from the box to 
complete the sentences.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Complete Requires completion of a 
table/diagram 

November 24, 4PH1 2P, Q1c 

 

 

In this example,  the use of the 
command 'complete', candidates 
must place the correct numbers in 
the boxes.  
 
One mark is allocated to each 
number.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Deduce Draw/reach conclusion(s) 
from the information 
provided 

November 23, 4PH1 1P, Q6b 
 

 

This is a good example of the use of 
the command 'deduce'.  
 
The candidate has used the 
information provided to decide if a 
conclusion given to them is correct.  
 
In this case, the candidate has 
evaluated the values of the constant 
from the data in the table and then 
compared the values to reach the 
conclusion. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Deduce Draw/reach conclusion(s) 
from the information 
provided 

June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q5eii 
 

 

The candidate has used the bar chart 
to reach a conclusion as to the 
charges on each of the rods 
correctly. 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series)– Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026  
 

20 

Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Define Recalling the meaning of 
a term from the 
specification 

June 24, 4PH1 2P Q5b 
 

 
 

The definition is based on recall from 
the specification of the luminosity, 
(brightness was accepted as this 
question was early on in the paper), 
of a star at a set distance.  
 
The second sentence was ignored.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Describe To give an account of 
something  
 
Statement in the 
response need to be 
developed, as they are 
often linked but do not 
need to include a 
justification or reason 

November 25, 4WPH1 1P, Q5a 
 

 

This is a good answer that scores five 
of the six available marks. As it is a 
'describe' no reasons are required; 
what is expected is a series of 
instructions that make up the 
method thar covers the points in the 
stem of the question. 
 
The mark scheme is divided up into 
sections, measuring instruments, (3 
marks max), technique (1 mark max) 
and control variables (2 marks max).  
 
In this response, the full mark is 
scored for measuring instruments 
and for the control variables. There 
is no mention of a suitable technique 
such as stirring, so therefore five 
marks scored.  
 
If a candidate gives additional 
measuring instruments or control 
variables, these cannot score as the 
maximum number has been reached 
in each category.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Describe To give an account of 
something 
 
Statement in the 
response needs to be 
developed, as they are 
often linked but do not 
need to include a 
justification or reason 

June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q3a 
 

 

This answer scored all three marks; it 
describes three of the points made 
in the mark scheme for this 
question.  
 
The steps are linked which is what is 
expected in a 'describe' question.  
 
The answer contains MP3 in line 2, 
MP2 in line 1 and MP5 on the last 
line.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Describe To give an account of 
something. Statement in 
the response needs to be 
developed, as they are 
often linked but do not 
need to include a 
justification or reason 

June 24, 4PH1 2P, Q6a 
 

 

This three mark 'describe' annotated 
answer has been fully answered in 
the diagram.  
 
There is no requirement to justify 
why these components are used in a 
describe response.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Design Plan or invent a 
procedure from existing 
principles /ideas 

June 19, 4PH1 1PR 
 

 

There is less of a lead into questions 
which ask candidates to design an 
experiment.  
 
The candidate is expected to work 
from their knowledge with rather 
less scaffolding compared to a 
'describe' question.  
 
(continues on next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Design Plan or invent a 
procedure from existing 
principles /ideas 

 

 

In this example, the candidate has 
scored all six marks.  
 
Marks were allocated to the three 
sections indicated in the question 
stem, measuring equipment, (2 
max), variables, (3 max) and the 
determining of average speed, (1 
max). In this way, a complete answer 
that covered all aspects of the design 
could be credited.  
 
A labelled diagram was a good way 
of indicating the measuring 
equipment to be used. 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series)– Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026  
 

26 

Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Design Plan or invent a 
procedure from existing 
principles /ideas 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q5bi  
 

 

This is a good example of the 
command used in a simple form.  
 
The candidate must use information 
from the force diagram to reach a 
quantitative answer.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Determine The answer must have an 
element that is 
quantitative from the 
stimulus provided or 
must show how the 
answer can be reached 
quantitatively. To gain 
maximum marks, there 
must be a quantitative 
element to the answer 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q11c 

 

 

This is a good example of a more 
complex and hence more demanding 
use of the command word.  
 
The candidate has to use 
information from the table to make 
a quantitative calculation and 
without the first line (MP1) full 
marks cannot be scored.  
 
A comparison is then made as well 
as a further explanation based on 
the data and the calculation.  
 
The mark scheme for this four mark 
question had six available marking 
points.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Determine The answer must have an 
element that is 
quantitative from the 
stimulus provided or 
must show how the 
answer can be reached 
quantitatively  
 
To gain maximum marks, 
there must be a 
quantitative element to 
the answer 

November 23, 4PH1 2P, Q7bi 
 

 

 

This example used a trace from an 
oscilloscope screen as the source for 
the data to be processed.  
 
Candidates had to identify the 
number of squares in the 'x' 
direction that was equivalent to the 
time period of the wave and then 
use the conversion factor (found in 
the box to the right of the trace), to 
then convert this to a time in 
seconds.  
 
This was a question candidates 
found difficulty with as it did require 
some level of accuracy in identifying 
the number of squares constituting 
the time period. This candidate 
answer was within the margins of 
tolerance allowed in the mark 
scheme.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Discuss Identify the 
issue/situation/problem/
argument that is being 
assessed within the 
questions 
 
Explore all aspects of an 
issue/situation/problem/
argument 
 
Investigate the 
issue/situation etc. by 
reasoning or argument 

 

2011, 4PH1 2P, Q4a 

 

 

The candidate in this example scores 
all four marks.  
 
The candidate has compared the 
advantages and disadvantages, so all 
aspects of the issue have been 
discussed, using points from the 
mark scheme.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Draw Produce a diagram using 
a ruler or freehand 

November 24, 4PH1 1P, Q1a 

 

 

The candidate has drawn a freehand 
elliptical orbit of a comet around a 
star, with the star near enough to 
the elliptical focus to score both 
marks.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Draw Produce a diagram using 
a ruler or freehand 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q6a 
 

 
 

The candidate has followed the 
command and drawn two arrows 
pointing in the right direction on 
field lines.  
 
The command can be applied to 
situations as simple as in this 
example.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Draw Produce a diagram using 
a ruler or freehand 

June 2024, 4PH1 1PR, Q7bi 
 

 
 

The 'draw' command here is used for 
a line of best fit on a graph. The 
tolerances that are allowed are 
identified in the mark scheme to 
ensure consistency of marking.  
 
A ruler must be used for drawing line 
of best fit or joining points on a 
graph. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Draw Produce a diagram using 
a ruler or freehand 

2006, 4PH1 1P, Q1a 
 

  

The 'draw' command here is being 
used for linking wave behaviour to 
the correct examples.  
 
The instruction is to draw one 
straight line from a box on the left-
hand side to the corresponding 
correct example. 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series)– Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026  
 

34 

Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Estimate Find an approximate 
value, number or quantity 
from a diagram 

June 24, 4PH1 1PR, Q8aiv 
 

 

The candidate must draw in a curve 
that they have to draw themselves 
from points plotted in part (iii) using 
'draw' as the command.  
 
In part (iv) the candidate estimates 
the time taken for the number of 
atoms to decrease to 5000. This is 
done by using the graph to 
determine the positions of where 
the crosses should be, (the 
candidate has shown the halving on 
the y scale), and then from the y 
value at 5000 find the number of 
days. 
 
The line is sufficiently good for the 
candidate to estimate a value within 
the tolerances given in the mark 
scheme for part (iv).  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Evaluate Review information (e.g. 
data, methods) then bring 
it together to 
form a conclusion, 
drawing on evidence 
including strengths, 
weaknesses, alternative 
actions, relevant data or 
information 
 
Come to a supported 
judgement of a subject's 
quality and relate it 
to its context 

November 23, 4PH1 2P, Q6c 

 

 

The question gives information 
regarding the mass of fuel in the 
vehicle and the number of ions 
released when the engine is used.  
 
This allows for a calculation to be 
made regarding the time taken for 
the fuel to run out.  
 
The candidate has done this and 
then made a judgement using the 
data to evaluate the student’s 
suggestion.  
 
This scores both marks. The 
candidate has come to a supported 
judgement and related it to its 
context as this command word 
requires.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Evaluate Review information (e.g. 
data, methods) then bring 
it together to 
form a conclusion, 
drawing on evidence 
including strengths, 
weaknesses, alternative 
actions, relevant data or 
information 
 
Come to a supported 
judgement of a subject's 
quality and relate it to its 
context 

2006, 4HP1 1PR, Q11b 
 

 
 

Continues on the next page 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Evaluate Review information (e.g. 
data, methods) then bring 
it together to 
form a conclusion, 
drawing on evidence 
including strengths, 
weaknesses, alternative 
actions, relevant data or 
information. 
 
Come to a supported 
judgement of a subject's 
quality and relate it to its 
context. 

 

The candidate has used data from 
the graph, including referring to 
values from the graph to come to an 
evaluation of how the thinking and 
braking distances vary at different 
speeds. 
 
This is not a full answer as there is 
no link to proportionality ideas in 
MP4 & 5 of the mark scheme.  
 
It is a very good attempt at a difficult 
question with a demanding 
command word.  

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics– Command words exemplars for WPH1/WXPH1 (all series)– Issue 1 – February 2026 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2026  
 

38 

Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Evaluate Review information (e.g. 
data, methods) then bring 
it together to 
form a conclusion, 
drawing on evidence 
including strengths, 
weaknesses, alternative 
actions, relevant data or 
information 
 
Come to a supported 
judgement of a subject's 
quality and relate it to its 
context 

June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q6bii 
 

 
(continues on the next page) 

The candidate has scored three 
marks here by using the graph to 
evaluate the constant at two points 
and then making the comparison 
and drawing a conclusion based on 
this.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Evaluate Review information (e.g. 
data, methods) then bring 
it together to 
form a conclusion, 
drawing on evidence 
including strengths, 
weaknesses, alternative 
actions, relevant data or 
information 
 
Come to a supported 
judgement of a subject's 
quality and relate it to its 
context 

 

The evaluation of the numerical data 
together with the comparison and 
conclusion are the evaluation.  
 
It should be noted that a response 
that was without numerical data 
from the graph would not score any 
marks regardless of what detail was 
provided in this example. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Explain An explanation requires a 
justification/ 
exemplification of a point 
 
The answer must contain 
some element of 
reasoning/ 
justification 
- this can include 
mathematical 
explanations 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q1bii 

 

 

 

Explain questions require candidates 
to give a justification or 
exemplification of a point, not simply 
describe the situation, therefore it 
would be likely that a candidate uses 
words like 'therefore’, 'so', 'because' 
in the response to provide that 
justification.  
 
In this example, which is one of the 
least complex and not of great 
demand, the candidate must 
indicate that the puck slows down 
because there is an opposing force 
to score both marks.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Explain An explanation requires a 
justification/ 
exemplification of a point 
 
The answer must contain 
some element of 
reasoning/justification 
 
This can include 
mathematical 
explanations 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q4diii 

 

 

This three mark 'explain' example 
gains all the marks.  
 
The first line indicates that the 
radiation is absorbed by the 
shielding which is the second 
marking point, so not letting it pass 
out of the reactor which is marking 
point 3 and marking point 1 is scored 
on the last few words.  
 
In this case, the points are reasons 
as to how the shielding is blocking 
the radiation.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Explain An explanation requires a 
justification/ 
exemplification of a point 
 
The answer must contain 
some element of 
reasoning/justification 
 
This can include 
mathematical 
explanations 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q3ai 
 

 

In this example, to score the full 
mark candidates have to give a 
numerical justification to the fact 
that the components are in series.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Explain An explanation requires a 
justification/ 
exemplification of a point 
 
The answer must contain 
some element of 
reasoning/justification 
 
This can include 
mathematical 
explanations 

June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q7b 

 

 

This is an example of a longer 
response 'explain'.  
 
The diagram helps the explanation, 
and candidates should be 
encouraged to add a diagram that is 
labelled as this on its own can yield 
some marks.  
 
This candidate has scored five marks 
by identifying the various parts of 
the system, (step up transformer, 
transmission lines and step-down 
transformer), and then given a 
justification as to the purpose of 
each part.  
 
This is more than a description, 
(which is all many candidates can 
produce), which is what an 
explanation should be. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Give/State/
Name 

All of these command 
words are synonyms  
 
They are generally all 
requiring recall of one or 
more pieces of 
information 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q4a 
 

 
 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q9b 
 

 

The command word 'state' usually 
requires one or two words to be 
written. It requires no description or 
explanation and is usually recall of 
information from the specification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The candidate has given two 
precautions that should be taken. No 
further comment is needed as to 
why this is necessary.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Give/State/
Name 

All of these command 
words are synonyms  
 
They are generally all 
requiring recall of one or 
more pieces of 
information 

June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q5a 

 

 

This is an example of the use of 
'name' as the command word. All 
that is required is an example of an 
electrical conductor. This is recall of 
information from the specification. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Give a 
reason/ 
reasons 

When a statement has 
been made and the 
requirement is only to 
give the reason(s) why 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q6a 

 

 

This is a good example of a 'give a 
reason' question. The candidates 
must say why the time may not be 
accurate, which this candidate has 
done. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Identify Usually requires some key 
information to be 
selected from a given 
stimulus/resource 

Legacy 
 

 

This is a combination of complete a 
table requiring students to identify 
the name of the force in the given 
stimulus, which is the diagram 
representing three forces on the 
plank. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Identify Usually requires some key 
information to be 
selected from a given 
stimulus/resource 

Legacy 
 

 

This question requires candidates to 
select three errors shown in the 
circuit diagram and name them. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Justify Give evidence to support 
(either the statement 
given in the questions or 
an earlier answer) 

November 23, 4PH1 1P, Q5ci 
 

 

This response identifies that a bar 
chart is suitable as the data is 
categoric, which is an appropriate 
way of displaying data in this case. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Justify Give evidence to support 
(either the statement 
given in the questions or 
an earlier answer) 

June 23, 4PH1 1PR, Q3cii 
 

 
(continues on the next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Justify Give evidence to support 
(either the statement 
given in the questions or 
an earlier answer)  

 

In this response, which is related to 
information given in part 3a of the 
question, the candidate is given 
information that can be used to 
justify a statement and base it on 
the need for energy to be conserved.   
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Measure Not a command word in 
the taxonomy, but used 
occasionally for angle 
measurements on ray 
diagrams 

June 24, 4PH1 1PR, Q6ai 

 

 

This is not a command word from 
the specification taxonomy list; 
however, at times it is necessary to 
ask candidates to measure a value, 
for example an angle as is the case in 
this question.  
 
The mark scheme gives a small 
tolerance on the values.  
 
Both measurements are within the 
tolerances in the mark scheme.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Plot Produce a graph by 
marking points accurately 
on a grid from data 
that is provided and then 
draw a line of best fit 
through these 
points  
 
A suitable scale and 
appropriately labelled 
axes must be 
included if these are not 
provided in the question 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q10cii 
 

 
(continues on the next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Plot Produce a graph by 
marking points accurately 
on a grid from data 
that is provided and then 
draw a line of best fit 
through these 
points  
 
A suitable scale and 
appropriately labelled 
axes must be 
included if these are not 
provided in the question 

 

This is a good example of the plot 
command; the candidate has plotted 
all the points correctly after 
choosing a suitable linear scale using 
more than 50% of the graph paper.  
 
The plot command may be followed 
by another command to draw a 
curve of best fit; this has already 
been covered under the command 
'draw'.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Plot Produce a graph by 
marking points accurately 
on a grid from data 
that is provided and then 
draw a line of best fit 
through these 
points  
 
A suitable scale and 
appropriately labelled 
axes must be 
included if these are not 
provided in the question 

June 2025, 4PH1 1P, Q10ci 

 

 
(continues on the next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Plot Produce a graph by 
marking points accurately 
on a grid from data 
that is provided and then 
draw a line of best fit 
through these 
points  
 
A suitable scale and 
appropriately labelled 
axes must be 
included if these are not 
provided in the question 

 

There is only one mark allocated to 
plotting in this example, as the scale 
has already been added to the 
graph. Plotting is correct, so scores 
the single mark.   
 
Part (ii) asked for a line of best fit, 
which is dealt with by the command 
'draw' (this gained that mark).  
 
The additional line from left to right 
is the response to part (iii) and is 
partially correct. 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Predict Give an expected result June 25, 4PH1 2P, Q5ciii 
 

 
 

This example has no answer on the 
answer line; however it is a good 
example of the use of the command 
'predict'.  
 
The candidate must use the 
information provided to predict a 
reading on the scale behind the 
string.  
 
The mark scheme allowed a range 
for this answer.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Predict Give an expected result June 23, 4PH12 1PR, Q8aii 

 

 
(continues on the next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Predict Give an expected result 

 

In this example, the candidate has 
used information from the diagram 
together with their answer to 8 (a) (i) 
(that uses 'calculate' as the 
command word), to predict in (ii) a 
value for the new length of the 
spring.  
 
The candidate must give an expected 
result based on the information 
provided.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Show that Verify the statement 
given in the equation 

June 23, 4PH1 1P, Q6bi 

 
 

At first sight this answer looks like a 
'calculate'; however, there is a major 
difference between a show that and 
a calculate.  
 
In a show that, the answer is of 
secondary importance to the 
working to get to the answer.  
 
The candidate must show how the 
numbers are used to arrive at an 
answer, which must be given to at 
least one more significant figure to 
the value given in the question.  
 
In this case, the answer obtained 
from using the numbers is 3055.25J, 
which as it states in this response is 
approximately 3000J, so the 
candidate has correctly shown that 
the values do give approximately 
3000J.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Show that Verify the statement 
given in the equation 

June 24, 4PH1 2PR, Q5c 
 

 

 

This good example of a four mark 
'show that’, gives an answer which is 
to more significant figures than the 
value quoted in the question. The 
working is shown and shows how 
the value was found.  
 
The conservation of momentum 
equation was used and the values 
correctly substituted into the 
equation.  
 
The mark scheme makes clear that 
an answer of 0.6(m/s) is to be 
ignored.  
 
It is the method to get to 0.57(m/s) 
that matters.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Sketch Produce a freehand 
drawing.  
 
For a graph, this would 
need a line and labelled 
axes with important 
features indicated  
 
The axes are not scaled. 

June 24, 4PH1 1P, Q5a 
 

 
 

In this fully correct three mark 
answer, the candidate has followed 
all the instructions and labelled the 
graph axes and then correctly 
completing the sketch.  
 
The command word definition for 
this type of question is fully met by 
the question.  
 
NB., 'elongation' was allowed as an 
alternative to 'extension' in the mark 
scheme.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Sketch Produce a freehand 
drawing.  
 
For a graph, this would 
need a line and labelled 
axes with important 
features indicated  
 
The axes are not scaled. 

June 23, 4PH1 2P, Q2biii 

 

 

 

In this good response, which scored 
three marks, the candidate does not 
have to label the axes, but they do 
need to use the y-axis scale to show 
what happens to the chocolate as 
the temperature rises.  
 
In particular, the horizontal part of 
the graph needs to be at 32 Celsius.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Suggest Use your knowledge to 
propose a solution to a 
problem in a novel 
context 

June 25, 4PH1 1P, Q10a 
 

 
(continues on the next page) 
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Suggest Use your knowledge to 
propose a solution to a 
problem in a novel 
context 

 

This is a good example of a two mark 
suggest (AO2) question.  
 
The candidate must use their 
knowledge and understanding to 
deal with a context out of the 
specification, in which there may be 
multiple answers. 
 
In this case, the candidate has 
understood that the current will 
produce a heating effect and that 
the power supply can get too hot 
and could cause someone to be 
burnt.  
 
The comment about a fire being 
caused was ignored. There is no 
direct specification point relating to 
this point, but the use of ideas from 
the specification are used to come to 
reason why the power supply is used 
for a short time.  
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Command 
word 

Definition Example Examiner’s comments 

Suggest Use your knowledge to 
propose a solution to a 
problem in a novel 
context 

November 23, 4PH1 1P, Q9bii 
 

 
 

 

This is an example of a one mark 
suggest response.  
 
The candidate has used their 
knowledge and understanding to 
give a suggestion as to how the 
output of a generator could be 
reduced.  
 
This is not directly in the 
specification; however, the answer is 
arrived at using material that is part 
of the specification. 
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