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A Getting started for teachers
Introduction
This Getting Started guide provides an overview of the new International GCSE Physics
qualification, to help you get to grips with the changes to content and assessment, and to
help you understand what these mean for you and your students.

Support for delivering the new specification
Our package of support to help you plan and implement the new specification includes:
Planning – In addition to the relevant section in this guide, we will provide a course
planner and an editable scheme of work that you can adapt to suit your department.
Teaching and learning – To support you in delivering the new specification, we will
provide suggested resource lists and suggested activities.
Understanding the standard – Sample assessment materials will be provided.
Tracking learner progress – Results Plus provides the most detailed analysis available of
your students’ exam performance. It can help you identify topics and skills where students
could benefit from further learning. We will also offer examWizard, which is a free exam
preparation tool containing a bank of past Edexcel exam questions, mark schemes and
examiner reports for a range of GCSE and GCE subjects.
Support – Our subject advisor service, and online community, will ensure you receive
help and guidance from us as well as enabling you to share ideas and information with
each other. You can sign up to receive e-newsletters to keep up to date with qualification
updates, and product and service news. Email our subject advisor: TeachingScience@
pearson.com
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Key features of the qualification
• The content is similar to the previous 4PH0 specification but has been updated to ensure
progression to IAL and GCE A Level, as well as remaining comparable to the Ofqual
regulated GCSE.
• The assessment model has two papers. Paper 1 is 2 hours long and assesses core (nonbold) content from across the specification. Paper 2 is 1 hour and 15 minutes long and
assesses a range of sub-topics (bold content) in greater detail in addition to the core
content. Both papers will have a range of question styles and calculators can be used in
both papers.
• Practical skills will be assessed through the written papers; there is no coursework or
practical exam.
• Students will develop analytical and logic skills by applying understanding of scientific
concepts and principles to a range of situations. Some examination questions will
be more problem solving in style – addressing the need for mathematical skills to
complement students’ knowledge.
• We have designed our International GCSE qualification to be of equivalent standard
to Pearson’s regulated GCSE qualification. This ensures that International GCSEs are
recognised globally and provide students with the same progression routes.
The new Physics specification sits in a suite of updated International GCSE Science
qualifications including Chemistry, Biology, Science (Double Award) and the new Science
(Single Award). Both Double and Single Award Science contain specific Physics content,
equally weighted with Chemistry and Biology. While they have a similar standard of
assessment rigour, these qualifications cover a reduced volume of specification material
compared to this qualification.
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A Getting started for teachers
Qualification overview
This section provides an overview of the course to help you see what you will need to teach.
The overview gives a general summary of each of the examined papers.
Physics Paper 1

*Paper code 4PH1/1P
and 4SD0/1P

 Externally assessed
 Availability: January and June
 First assessment: June 2019

61.1% of the total
International GCSE

Content summary
Assesses core content that is NOT in bold and does not have a ‘P’ prefix. Questions may come
from any topic area across the specification.
1 Forces and motion
2 Electricity
3 Waves
4 Energy resources and energy transfer
5 Solids, liquids and gases
6 Magnetism and electromagnetism
7 Radioactivity and particles
8 Astrophysics
Assessment
 The paper is assessed through a 2-hour written examination set and marked by Pearson.
 The total number of marks is 110.
 A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, calculations and extended open-response questions.
 A calculator may be used in the examination.
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Physics Paper 2

*Paper code 4PH1/2P

 Externally assessed
 Availability: January and June
 First assessment: June 2019

38.9% of the total
International GCSE

Content summary
Assesses all the content including content that is in bold and has a ‘P’ prefix. Questions may
come from any topic area across the specification. Bold statements cover some sub-topics in
greater depth.
1 Forces and motion
2 Electricity
3 Waves
4 Energy resources and energy transfer
5 Solids, liquids and gases
6 Magnetism and electromagnetism
7 Radioactivity and particles
8 Astrophysics
Assessment
 The paper is assessed through a 1-hour and 15-minute written examination set and marked by
Pearson.
 The total number of marks is 70.
 A mixture of different question styles, including multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, calculations and extended open-response questions.
 A calculator may be used in the examination.

Assessment Objectives
% in International
GCSE
AO1

Knowledge and understanding of physics

AO2

Application of knowledge and understanding, analysis and
evaluation of physics

38-42%

AO3

Experimental skills, analysis and evaluation of data and
methods in physics

19–21%

38–42%

100%
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A Getting started for teachers
What’s changed?
What’s changed from 4PH0?
The major change is that the grading will now run from grade 1 up to grade 9 to ensure
comparability with the regulated GCSE. Grade 4 is roughly equivalent to the old grade C,
whereas grade 9 represents a higher level of achievement than the old A* grade, and will
only be achieved by the very highest performing candidates.
What has changed

Current Edexcel International
GCSE Physics 2011 specification

New Edexcel International GCSE
Physics 2017 specification

Mark allocation for
papers

 Paper 1: 120 marks
 Paper 2: 60 marks

 Paper 1: 110 marks
 Paper 2: 70 marks

Duration of papers

 Paper 1: 2 hrs.
 Paper 2: 1 hr.

 Paper 1: 2 hrs.
 Paper 2: 1 hr. 15 mins.

Balance of
Assessment
Objectives

 AO1: 45–50%
 AO2: 27.5–32.5%
 AO3: 20–25%

 AO1: 38–42 %
 AO2: 38-42 %
 AO3: 19-21%

We’ve made some minor adjustments to the time of the exam papers; Paper 2 is now
15 minutes longer and accounts for an additional 10 marks.
In order to maintain consistency with the new GCSEs, we have slightly adjusted the
weightings of the Assessment Objectives. This means there is a greater focus on the
Application, Analysis and Evaluation skills. The biggest change is the addition of a
new topic.

Topic 8: new Astrophysics section:
• Motion in the universe – content previously included in Forces and motion
• Stellar evolution – star classification, evolution, absolute magnitude, Hertzsprung-Russell
diagrams
• Cosmology –evolution of the universe, Big Bang theory, Doppler effect, red shift for
receding galaxies.
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This produces a new list of topics as follows:
Current specification
New specification
Edexcel International GCSE Physics (2011) Edexcel International GCSE Physics (2017)
4PH0
4PH1
Section 1: Forces and motion

 Introduction of v2 = u2 + 2as
 Understanding of vectors and scalars moved to Paper 1.
 Moments, centre of gravity etc. have been moved from Paper 1 to
Paper 2.
 Motion in the universe moved to topic 8: Astrophysics.

Section 2: Electricity

 Removal of hazards of mains electricity.
 Introduction of more quantitative analysis of circuits including
current conservation at junctions in parallel circuits and components
in parallel having the same voltage.
 All points on (d) electric charge have been moved to Paper 2.

Section 3: Waves

 Diffraction has been removed.
 Ray diagrams for virtual image formation has been removed.
 Addition of the Doppler effect.
 All specific references to sound waves moved to Paper 2.
 Removal of section on analogue and digital signals.

Section 4: Energy resources and energy
transfers

 Change to the nomenclature used for types of energy – now referred
to as ‘stores’ and ‘transfers’.
 Electrical generation energy transfers moved from Paper 1 to Paper 2.

Section 5: Solids, liquids and gases

 Brownian motion has been removed.
 Inclusion of specific heat capacity in Paper 2.
 Understanding of ideal gases has moved to Paper 1.

Section 6: Magnetism and
electromagnetism

 All of 6(b) magnetism moved to Paper 1.

Section 7: Radioactivity and particles

 Removal of section on Geiger/Marsden/Rutherford experiment.
 Introduction of the difference between contamination and
irradiation.
 Addition of nuclear fusion.
New topic 8: Astrophysics
Addition of stellar evolution, cosmology and inclusion of
motion in the universe.

Teachers wanted few other changes and so we have retained the previous assessment
pattern while keeping a familiar and consistent feel to the material.
We have also signposted the embedded practicals into the new specification more clearly
using italics and clarified the specification to give better guidance about the level of
knowledge that needs to be taught.
We have reviewed and used, where possible, consistent command words across all three
separate science specifications.
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Detailed changes between the 2017 and 2011 specifications
New topic
(2017 spec)
4PH1

Current topic
(2011 Spec)
4PH0

New 2017 content

Content no longer
included in the 2017
specification

1: Forces and
motion

Section 1: Forces
and motion

 1.2P Introduction of unit of moment
(the newton metre).
 1.5 Embedded practical to investigate the
motion of everyday objects supersedes
previous specification requirement to
merely describe the experiment.
 1.10 Use the relationship between final
speed, initial speed, acceleration and
distance moved:

 Description of
experiments to investigate
forces on falling objects
has been removed
(description of those
forces and explanation of
why falling objects reach
terminal velocity has been
retained).
 Astronomy (previous
specification points 1.321.36) has been moved to
be included in the new
Astrophysics section.

v2 = u2 + 2as
 1.22 Embedded practical to investigate
extension variation with applied force
supersedes previous specification
requirement to describe the experiment.
 1.29P-1.33P moments, centre of gravity
etc. has been moved from Paper 1 to
Paper 2.
2: Electricity

8

Section 2:
Electricity

 2.17 Understand why current is conserved
at a junction in a circuit.
 2.18 Know that the voltage across two
components connected in parallel is the
same.
 2.19 Calculate the currents, voltages and
resistances of two resistive components
connected in a series circuit.
 2.23P Practical: investigate how
insulating materials can be charged by
friction, rather than merely describing
the experiment as per previous
specification.

 Previous specification
point 2.2 (Understand
and identify the hazards
such as frayed cables,
long cables, damaged
plugs, water around
sockets and pushing metal
objects into sockets) has
been removed. Note
that insulation, double
insulation, earthing, fuses
and circuit breakers has
been retained.
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4PH1

Current topic
(2011 Spec)
4PH0

New 2017 content

Content no longer
included in the 2017
specification

3: Waves

Section 3: Waves

 3.2 Explain the difference between
longitudinal and transverse waves,
supersedes old specification version, which
required understanding the difference and
description of experiments to show the
difference.
 3.3 Definition of a wavefront added.
 3.8 Explain why there is a change in the
observed frequency and wavelength of a
wave when its source is moving relative to
an observer, and that this is known as the
Doppler effect.
 3.11 Know rather than identify the order of
the EM spectrum.
 3.15 Use the law of reflection.
 3.16 Draw ray diagrams to illustrate
reflection and refraction.
 3.17, 3.19, 3.25P and 3.27P Embedded
practicals to investigate reflection,
refraction, to measure the refractive index
of glass using a block, to investigate the
speed of sound in air and to investigate
the frequency of a sound wave using
an oscilloscope supersede previous
specification points, which merely required
a description of the experiments.

 Diffraction has been
removed from all sections.
 Previous specification
point 3.16 (construct
ray diagrams to illustrate
the formation of a
virtual image in a
plane mirror) has been
removed, although
use of law of reflection
and construction of ray
diagrams to illustrate
reflection and refraction
may include this.
 Previous specification
points 3.23-3.25
(analogue and digital
signals) have been
removed.

4: Energy
resources and
energy transfer

Section 4: Energy
resources and
energy transfers

 4.2 Describe energy transfers involving the
9 forms of energy has been replaced with
‘describe energy transfers involving energy
stores’, including transferring mechanically,
electrically, by heating and by radiation.
 4.4 Efficiency equation now includes ‘x100%’.
 4.8 Explain how emission and absorption
of radiation are related to surface and
temperature.
 4.9 Embedded practical to investigate
thermal energy transfer by conduction,
convection and radiation.
 4.10 Explain ways of reducing unwanted
energy transfer, such as insulation,
supersedes pervious specification point 4.8
to explain how insulation is used to reduce
energy transfers from buildings and the
human body.
 4.18P energy transfers involved
in generating electricity has been
transferred from Paper 1 to Paper 2.
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4PH1

Current topic
(2011 Spec)
4PH0

New 2017 content

Content no longer
included in the 2017
specification

5: Solids, liquids
and gases

Section 5: Solids,
liquids and gases

 5.2 Use the unit of specific heat capacity,
J/kg oC.
 5.4 Embedded practical to investigate
density using direct measurements of mass
and volume, supersedes description of
experiments.
 5.8P Explain why heating a system will
change the energy stored within the
system and raise its temperature or
produce changes of state.
 5.9P ‘understand’ changed to ‘describe’
the changes that occur during a state
change.
 5.11P Embedded practical to obtain the
temperature-time graph to show the
constant temperature during a change
of state.
 5.12P Know that the specific heat
capacity is the energy required to
change the temperature of an object
by one degree Celsius per kilogram
of mass.
 5.13P use the equation DQ = m x c x DT
 5.14P Embedded practical to
investigate the SHC of materials
including water and some solids.
 5.20 Explanation for the qualitative
relationship between pressure and volume
at constant temperature for a fixed mass of
gas has been added to previous equivalent
specification point (5.15).

 5.9 in previous
specification has been
removed (understand the
significance of Brownian
motion as supporting
evidence for particle
theory).

6: Magnetism and Section 6:
electromagnetism Magnetism and
electromagnetism

10

 6.6 Embedded practical to investigate the
magnetic field pattern for a permanent
bar magnet and between two bar magnets
supersedes ‘describe experiments…’ in
previous specification.
 6.10P ‘Draw’ replaces ‘sketch and
recognise’.
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4PH1

Current topic
(2011 Spec)
4PH0

New 2017 content

Content no longer
included in the 2017
specification

7: Radioactivity
and particles

Section 7:
Radioactivity and
particles

 7.5 ‘Ability to ionise’ added to previous
specification point describing the nature of
the three types of radiation.
 7.6 Embedded practical to investigate the
penetration powers of different types of
radiation using either radioactive sources or
simulations.
 7.7 Neutron radiation added to previous
specification point describing the effects on
the atomic and mass numbers of a nucleus.
 7.14 Uses of radioactivity in industry and
medicine summarises previous specification
point 7.13.
 7.15 Describe the difference between
contamination and irradiation.
 7.17 Know that nuclear reactions including
fission, fusion and radioactive decay can be
used as sources of energy.
 7.22 Understand the role of shielding
around a nuclear reactor.
 7.23-26 Addition of ideas surrounding
nuclear fusion.

 7.15 and 7.16 in previous
specification (Geiger and
Marsden’s experiment,
Rutherford’s model of
the atom) have been
removed.

Section 8:
Astrophysics

 8.1 Units include kilogram, metre, metre/
second, metre/second2, newton, second
newton/kilogram and kilogram metre/
second.
 8.2-8.6 (motion in the universe) transferred
from previous specification’s Section 1.
Stellar evolution (8.7-8.12P)
 8.7 Understand how stars can be classified
according to their colour.
 8.8 Know that a star’s colour is related to its
surface temperature.
 8.9 Describe the evolution of stars of similar
mass to the Sun through the following
stages: nebula, main sequence star, red
giant, white dwarf.
 8.10 Describe the evolution of stars with a
mass larger than the Sun.
 8.11P Understand how the brightness
of a star at a standard distance can be
represented using absolute magnitude.
 8.12P Draw the main components of
the Hertzsprung-Russell diagram
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New topic
(2017 spec)
4PH1

12

Current topic
(2011 Spec)
4PH0

New 2017 content

Section 8:
Astrophysics

Cosmology
 8.13P Describe the past evolution of
the universe and the main arguments in
favour of the Big Bang.
 8.14P Describe evidence that supports
the Big Bang theory (red-shift and
cosmic microwave background (CMB)
radiation).
 8.15P Describe that if a wave source
is moving relative to an observer
there will be a change in the observed
frequency and wavelength.
 8.16P Use the equation relating change
in wavelength, wavelength, velocity of
a galaxy and the speed of light.
 8.17P Describe the red-shift in light
received from galaxies at different
distances away from the Earth.
 8.18P Explain why the red-shift of
galaxies provides evidence for the
expansion of the universe.

Content no longer
included in the 2017
specification
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Assessment guidance
The assessment for this qualification is linear and both papers must be taken in the
same series.
There will be a range of compulsory question styles including multiple-choice
questions, short-answer questions, calculations and extended open-response
questions on both papers.
Students may be required to perform calculations, draw graphs and describe,
explain and interpret physical phenomena. Some of the question content will be
unfamiliar to students; these questions are designed to assess data-handling skills
and the ability to apply physical principles to unfamiliar situations.
Questions targeted at higher grades will be designed to test: knowledge,
understanding, application, analysis, evaluation and experimental skills. Some
questions will require longer prose answers.
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Delivery of the qualification – transferable skills
Why transferable skills?
Ensuring that International GCSE qualifications will help improve student outcomes through the
acquisition of transferable skills, as well as subject content and skills, is a key aim for Pearson.
In recent years, higher education institutions and employers have consistently flagged the
need for students to develop a range of transferable skills to enable them to respond with
confidence to the demands of undergraduate study and the world of work.
Through our teaching materials and support offered we want to:
1. increase awareness of transferable skills that are already being assessed (for both
students and teachers)
2. indicate where, for teachers, there are opportunities to teach additional skills that won’t
be formally assessed, but that would be of benefit to students.

What are transferable skills?
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines skills, or
competencies, as ‘the bundle of knowledge, attributes and capacities that can be learned
and that enable individuals to successfully and consistently perform an activity or task and
can be built upon and extended through learning.’[1]
To support the design of our qualifications, the Pearson Research Team selected and evaluated
seven global 21st-century skills frameworks. Following on from this process, we identified the
National Research Council’s (NRC) framework [2] as the most evidence-based and robust skills
framework, and have used this as a basis for our adapted skills framework.
The framework includes cognitive, intrapersonal skills and interpersonal skills.

[1] (OECD (2012), Better Skills, Better Jobs, Better Lives (2012):http://skills.oecd.org/documents/
OECDSkillsStrategyFINALENG.pdf)
[2] Koenig, J. A. (2011) Assessing 21st Century Skills: Summary of a Workshop, National Research Council)
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Course planner
You will find a more detailed lesson plan in the scheme of work document, which
gives suggested teaching times for each unit. This is editable so that you can
customise it to meet your own needs.
An overview of a two- year course planner might be as follows, each week accounts
for 2 guided learning hours over 60 weeks of teaching to give a total of 120 hours. It’s
assumed that the appropriate units to use (specification content: 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 4.1,
5.1, 5.2, 6.1, 7.1, 8.1) will be taught at the correct points in the course planner below.

Two- year course planner
Week no.

Hours per topic

Lesson content and topic

Sub-topics covered

1

1.3, 1.4, 1.5

b) Movement and position

2

1.6 – 1.10

b) Movement and position

3

1.11 – 1.17

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

1.18, 1.19, 1.20, 1.21,

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

1.25P, 1.26P, 1.27P

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

consolidation and assessment

b) Movement and position
c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

7

1.28P, 1.29P

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

8

1.30P, 1.31P, 1.32P, 1.33P

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

9

1.22 – 1.24

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

10

consolidation and assessment

c) Forces, movement, shape and momentum

11

2.2 – 2.6

b) Mains electricity

2.7 – 2.12

c) Energy and voltage in circuits

2.13 – 2.21

c) Energy and voltage in circuits

2.22P, 2.23P, 2.24P, 2.25P, 2.26P,
2.27P, 2.28P

d) Electric charge

15

consolidation and assessment

b) Mains electricity
c) Energy and voltage in circuits
d) Electric charge

16

3.2 – 3.6

b) Properties of waves

17

3.7 – 3.9

b) Properties of waves

18

3.10 – 3.13

c) The electromagnetic spectrum

19

3.14 – 3.16

d) Light and sound

consolidation and assessment

b) Properties of waves
c) The electromagnetic spectrum
d) Light and sound

21

3.17 – 3.19

d) Light and sound

22

3.20 – 3.22

d) Light and sound

23

3.23, 3.24P, 3.25P

d) Light and sound

24

3.26P, 3.27P, 3.28P, 3.29P

d) Light and sound

25

consolidation and assessment

d) Light and sound

4
5
6

12
13
14

20

1: Forces and
motion
20 hours

2: Electricity
14 hours

3: Waves
20 hours
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Week no.

Hours per topic

Lesson content and topic

Sub-topics covered

26

4.2 – 4.5

b) Energy transfers

27 – 28

4.6 – 4.10

b) Energy transfers

4.11, 4.12

c) Work and power

29
30
31
32
33

c) Work and power
c) Work and power
c) Work and power
d) Energy resources and electricity generation

34

consolidation and assessment

b) Energy transfers
c) Work and power
d) Energy resources and electricity generation

35

5.3- 5.4

b) Density and pressure

36

5.5

b) Density and pressure

37

5.6, 5.7

b) Density and pressure

38

consolidation and assessment

b) Density and pressure

5.8P, 5.9P, 5.10P, 5.11P

c) Change of state

5.12P, 5.13P, 5.14P

c) Change of state

5.15 – 5.19

d) Ideal gas molecules

42

5.20, 5.21

d) Ideal gas molecules

43

5.22

d) Ideal gas molecules

44

consolidation and assessment

c) Change of state
d) Ideal gas molecules

45

6.2 – 6.7

b) Magnetism

46

6.8, 6.9P, 6.10P

c) Electromagnetism

6.11P, 6.12 – 6.14

c) Electromagnetism

6.15, 6.16,

d) Electromagnetic induction

6.17P, 6.18P, 6.19P, 6.20P

d) Electromagnetic induction

50

consolidation and assessment

b) Magnetism
c) Electromagnetism
d) Electromagnetic induction

51

7.2 – 7.6

b) Radioactivity

7: Radioactivity
and particles

7.7 – 7.10

b) Radioactivity

7.11 – 7.13

b) Radioactivity

12 hours

7.14 – 7.16

b) Radioactivity

7.17 – 7.26

c) Fission and fusion

56

consolidation and assessment

b) Radioactivity
c) Fission and fusion

57

8.2 – 8.6

b) Motion in the universe

8.7 – 8.10, 8.11P, 8.12P

c) Stellar evolution

8.13P, 8.14P, 8.15P, 8.16P, 8.17P,
8.18P

d) Cosmology

consolidation and assessment

b) Motion in the universe
c) Stellar evolution
d) Cosmology

39
40
41

47
48
49

52
53
54
55

58
59
60

16

4: Energy resources 4.13
and energy
4.14
transfers
4.15 – 4.17
16 hours
4.18P, 4.19P

5: Solids, liquids
and gases
16 hours

6: Magnetism and
electromagnetism
12 hours

8: Astrophysics
10 hours
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Suggested resources
We recognise that new resources will become available throughout the lifetime of a
qualification. We will therefore supply a version of this resource list on our website, which
will be updated on an ongoing basis.
Name of resource

Link and information

Dedicated Science Subject
Advisor

Email: TeachingScience@pearson.com
Telephone UK: 020 7010 2190
Telephone Intl: +44 (0)20 7010 2190
Twitter: @PearsonSciences
Facebook: GCSE and IGCE Science

examWizard

examWizard is a free online resource for teachers containing a huge bank of past
paper questions and support materials to help you create your own mock exam and
tests. http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html

ResultsPlus

ResultsPlus is a free online results tool analysis for teachers that gives a detailed
breakdown of your students’ performance in Edexcel exams. https://qualifications.
pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

Sample assessment material
and specimen papers

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcsesand-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-physics-2017.coursematerials.html#filter
Query=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments

Textbooks and student
materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcsesand-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-physics-2017.resources.html#filterQuery
=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
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Student guide
Why study the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Physics?
This course will enable you to:
• learn and apply knowledge and understanding of Physics facts, terminology, concepts,
principles and practical techniques
• develop analytical and practical skills by applying understanding of scientific concepts
and principles to a range of familiar and unfamiliar situations
• prepare for more advanced courses in Physics and for other courses that require
knowledge of Physics.

What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this course?
We recommend that students are able to read and write in English at Level B2 of the
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, otherwise there are no prior
learning requirements for this qualification.

Is this the right subject for me?
Have a look at our qualification overview to get an idea of what’s included in this
qualification. Then, why not get in touch with our student services, students@pearson.
com, to discuss any outstanding questions you might have?
You could also have a look at http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/campaigns/pearsonqualifications-around-the-world.info.html/content/demo/en/campaigns/pearsonqualifications-around-the-world/edexcel to find out what students and education experts
around the world think about our qualifications.
We also offer a Science (Double Award) and Science (Single Award). Both contain specific
Physics content, equally weighted with Biology and Chemistry. While they have a similar
standard of assessment rigour, these qualifications cover a reduced volume of specification
material compared to this qualification.
If you intend to pursue a career or further study in dentistry, medicine or other health
focused role then you may also wish to consider the International GCSE in Human Biology
which can be taken alongside this course.

How will I be assessed?
This qualification is by 100% written examination on two papers. Understanding and
application of practical knowledge and skills will be assessed in the written exam. There is
no coursework.
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What can I do after I’ve completed the course?
You can progress from this qualification to:
• the GCE Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level in Physics
• the International Advanced Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced Level in Physics
• other equivalent Level 3 Physics qualifications
• further study in other areas where Science or Physics is required
• further training or employment requiring numeracy, logic, analytical skills and science
knowledge

What next?
Talk to your subject teacher at school or college for further guidance, or if you are a private
candidate you should visit http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/
students.html
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