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Introduction  
 
1.1 About this booklet 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in Pakistan Studies specification. The Paper 2 exemplar materials will 
enable teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 1, 2 and 3 from the June 
2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how examiners 
have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each item covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Question 
• Mark scheme (this includes a levels-based mark scheme where applicable) 
• Exemplar responses for the selected question 
• Exemplification of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, 

accompanied by examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and 
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 
The exemplification highlights the achievement of the assessment objectives at the high and 
mid level of candidate responses. 
 
Centres should utilise the commentaries on the exemplification of marker decisions to 
support their internal assessment of students and embed examination skills into the delivery 
of the specification. 
 
 

1.3 Further support 
A range of materials is available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Principal 
Examiner’s Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-pakistan-studies-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-pakistan-studies-2017.html
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1.4 Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 
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Question 1(b) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

 
This response states one clear factor: atmospheric low pressure. However, the second 
statement is not precise. In 2019, it was common to see answers which used relative terms 
such as high temperatures. More accurate answers giving actual temperature values are 
needed to gain maximum credit.  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
The answer provides two valid and distinct factors involved in the formation of tropical 
cyclones. Although not in the mark scheme, condensation of water vapour is an important 
factor in the formation of tropical cyclones.   

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 1(c) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 

 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The answer includes just enough explanation to be given two marks as there are two valid 
points covering the deposition and accumulation of sediment. The remainder of the answer 
consists of descriptive points which could not be credited as explanations for the formation 
of the delta were required.  

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

 
This was a strong answer which was awarded maximum marks. There are three clear ideas 
in this answer which were considered to be valid explanations for the formation of the 
Indus Delta, reduction in river carrying capacity (1), reduction in river velocity (1) and the 
resulting deposition of the river’s load forming the Indus Delta (1).   

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 1(d) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
The first section of this answer (1) contained just enough explanation to be awarded two 
marks. However, the second part of the candidate’s answer (2) repeats information already 
provided and therefore was not awarded any credit. This answer was typical of a number of 
2+0 answers seen in the 2019 series.  

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

 
This is a very detailed and focused answer, consisting of two distinct reasons for glacial 
ablation in Pakistan. This is therefore a 2+2 response. Both points, climate change/global 
warming and the influence of altitude, are clearly explained. The candidate might have used 
evidence from the photograph, especially the evident glacial melt water, to strengthen their 
second explanation.  

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 1(e) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

The answer demonstrates both knowledge (AO1) and understanding (AO2) of the processes 
involved in the formation of the Himalayan fold mountains. The first part of the answer 
uses some sophisticated terms, such as ‘collision zone’, and introduces the concept of 
mountain formation over an extended time period. However, the second half of the answer 
does not develop these key ideas, and the statements about earthquakes and volcanic 
activity are not linked to the formation of the mountain ranges. This lack of full 
development prevented the candidate from being awarded the top mark available for level 
3. 

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

 
This is a very strong answer which shows an excellent understanding of the processes 
involved and relates these processes directly to the formation of the Himalayan Mountain 
range. This response was awarded at the top of level 3. Explanations about the lack of 
subduction and the resulting upward folding of the continental plates meet the 
requirements of the mark scheme, showing sustained links to the conceptual focus of the 
question.  

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 1(f) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

This question is marked using the AO2 and AO3 criteria. While AO2 requires candidates to 
analyse and explain key information, ideas, concepts and themes, AO3 asks them to apply 
knowledge, understanding and skills to assess, evaluate and interpret key questions and 
issues and make substantiated judgements. There is relatively little evidence of the 
candidate meeting these criteria in Exemplar response A. The answer is generic and 
therefore does not relate specifically to Pakistan. There are some limited explanations, such 
as about the discharge of mercury, but the concepts of the significant environmental 
impacts of water pollution and damage to river or marine ecosystems are not developed.  
There are also no concluding comments.  

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

 
Although Exemplar response B is largely generic - as it does not include any specific 
locations or data relating to Pakistan, it reaches Level 2 in the mark scheme. There are two 
well-developed environmental aspects considered which show elements of understanding 
and the relationship between processes and the effect on the environment. To reach Level 
3, the candidate needed to include some assessment, that is, make a clear link to the text 
provided to interpret and analyse issues using own or others’ views to support a balanced 
argument. In this case, the candidate might have reviewed the relative importance of the 
environmental issues with respect to Pakistan.  

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 2(b) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 

 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

 
This answer was typical of a number of responses seen in 2019 where the candidate 
appeared to have misunderstood the question. The question clearly asks for two named 
manufactured imports; however, the answer provides two primary non-manufactured 
goods, one of which, cotton, is an important export from Pakistan.  

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
This is a strong answer which gives two distinct manufactured goods that are imported into 
Pakistan. In response 2, the ‘like cars’ additional statement was not required for the 
candidate to be credited the mark. 

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 2(c) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 

 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
This answer was typical of the answers seen which just achieved 2 marks. The candidate is 
aware that the government has provided loans and that these have helped to increase the 
quality and quantity of food produced in Pakistan. However, the answer does not include 
details of specific actions or proposals or how these would lead to increased food security. 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
Although this is a stronger response than A, this answer could not be credited more than 
two marks as it fails to fully explain how the introduction of machinery and other Green 
Revolution incentives has had an effect on food security in Pakistan.  

 
 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 2(d) 
 

 
 
 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

 
This question was point-marked with one mark available for both passenger traffic and 
freight wagons for the initial factor, and the second mark for explanation and development.  
Exemplar response A provided clear factors, such as lack of investment, accidents, personal 
choice and corruption to explain the reductions in railway use. Although not specifically 
required to gain full marks for this question, reference to and use of the resource, for 
example including data, would strengthen this answer.  

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

 
The first part of this answer, an explanation for the reduction in passenger traffic on 
Pakistan’s railways, includes some explanation (poor condition and standards of the trains, 
many more roads) and therefore is just worth two marks (1+1). However, the second 
section is limited to a generalised statement about accessibility and was given one mark. 
Development of the idea of accessibility, e.g. mention of benefits of the Karakorum Highway 
for lorry transport compared to the use of freight wagons, would have strengthened this 
section.  

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 2(e) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

 
This a very strong answer which reached the top of Level 3 in the mark scheme. The 
candidate refers specially to Pakistan, naming the China- Pakistan Economic corridor and 
transnational companies. This focus on Pakistan and use of supporting comments meant 
that both the AO1 and AO2 aspects of level 3 were met. While there is some consideration 
of both the positive and negative impacts of globalisation, the benefits received the greater 
emphasis. A better balanced answer might have included more details of the disadvantages 
of globalization, although this was not necessary to achieve maximum marks.  

Exemplar response A 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

 
This response is more typical of those seen in 2019 than Exemplar response A. There are 
valid comments and explanations linking globalisation to inflation in Pakistan and a single 
descriptive comment about positive aspects of globalisation. The answer has therefore 
been awarded Level 2. A greater depth and range of explanation and a more substantiated 
focus on Pakistan are needed to reach Level 3.  
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Question 2(f) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

 
This is an extensive answer in which the candidate shows a good knowledge of some of the 
causes of and a number of attempts to reduce regional disparities. This understanding of 
concepts and interrelationships moves the answer into Level 2 (AO2). However, the 
response fails to adequately link the information given to the impact on the economic 
development of Pakistan. This lack of focus on the question means that the response 
remains in Level 2 as it provides an imbalanced argument (AO3). This response might be 
improved by relating the information on regional imbalances to economic development, 
which could be considered at a number of levels. The candidate would have then been able 
to provide an evaluation of the relative significance of regional disparities for the economic 
development of Pakistan.  
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 8 marks. 

 
This answer makes very clear references to Pakistan and to named locations at different 
levels of development to illustrate the regional disparities that exist within Pakistan (AO2). 
The candidate provides a number of balanced and well-developed arguments, such as the 
lack of investment in the coal producing areas of Thar, to reach judgements about the 
economic implications of regional imbalances and to make an overall conclusion that 
relates back to the points previously made. This enabled the candidate to reach Level 3 for 
the A03 criteria.    
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Question 3(a)(iii) 
 

 
 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Exemplar response A 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

 
This question was marked as a 1+1 response. The first point was credited with a mark 
despite the fact that the statement ‘at birth’ was not included. The second point, however, is 
not a valid factor used to calculate HDI values and could not be credited.  
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

 
Very few of the responses seen for this question in 2019 were awarded the full two marks 
available. This answer is typical, as is Exemplar response A, where the candidate was only 
able to provide one valid HDI factor.    
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Question 3(b) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 
Exemplar response A 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
This response identifies the cause (increased use of automobiles) and a relevant 
greenhouse gas. Therefore, the answer was credited with two marks. To obtain all three 
marks available, the candidate needed to develop their explanation to include why C02

 

emissions are resulting in increased global temperatures.  
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

 
This answer also identifies a cause (extensive burning of fossil fuels) and a resulting 
greenhouse gas (carbon dioxide).  Unlike response A, however, the answer is developed 
with an explanation of why these processes increase temperatures (preventing the sun’s 
rays from reflecting back into space) and was therefore credited with full marks. 
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Question 3(c) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Pakistan Studies Paper 2 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – June 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

36 

Exemplar response A 
 

  
 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

This question was marked on a 2+2 basis. In this example, the candidate gives two valid 
suggestions (small farms with low output) and (no crops are sold). These are then 
developed with further explanations: low output and less money to spend on other 
needs e.g. health. Consequently, the candidate provided two fully reasoned answers and 
was awarded maximin marks.  
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

 
The first section of this answer (1) includes a relevant suggestion (lack of produce which can 
be sold) and development (the resulting challenge of living at the poverty line). This 
response was therefore awarded 1+1 marks. The second section (2) introduces a valid point 
(low level of employment) but fails to extend this idea. Consequently, this section was given 
1 mark.  

 

  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 3(d) 

 
Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

 
This response reaches the top of Level 2. Although the candidate makes a brief reference to 
‘landscape’, the answer focuses on the effect of flooding on ports with a short statement 
about the economic impact. It was felt that the answer demonstrated somewhat limited 
understanding of the concepts (AO1) and some undeveloped links to the conceptual focus 
of the question. The answer might have been improved with additional development such 
as the section which begins to discuss the economic implications, should Pakistan have to 
build new harbours.     
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

 
This is a strong response which directly relates to Pakistan and considers both economic 
and ecological effects of rising sea levels. There is a clear focus relating to the question 
(AO1) and well-developed and sustained links to the conceptual focus (AO2). This answer 
therefore meets the requirements for top of Level 3 in the mark scheme.  
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Question 3(e) 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks. 

 
The question required the candidate to select one of the megacities in Pakistan and 
evaluate the strategies used to deal with the specific challenges of living in that megacity. 
The command word evaluate means that the candidate is expected to ‘measure the value 
or success of something drawing on evidence such as strengths, weaknesses, alternatives 
and relevant data, and ultimately provide a substantiated judgement/conclusion.’ 
Exemplar A demonstrates a sound knowledge of some of challenges occurring in Lahore, 
and descriptions of a number of the strategies used to reduce these problems. (AO2). 
However, the candidate provides little evidence for the effectiveness of such strategies 
beyond simple statements, e.g. ‘supervised efficiently ‘. The final comment is about farming 
and is not relevant or a valid concluding statement. The AO3 content of this answer is 
consequently very limited.   
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Exemplar response B 
 

  
 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

 
This is an effective response which is clearly focused on Karachi. The candidate has a very 
detailed knowledge of the challenges affecting this mega-city, and refers to specific health 
and housing schemes. There is evidence of the inter-relationships between processes, e.g.  
the difficulty in improving sanitation due to a growing population caused by rural to urban 
migration (AO2). The answer reflects on the relative success of schemes, noting the failure 
of the 2002 housing policy and the quality of government-provided education which 
requires improvement (AO3). The candidate attempts to make concluding comments which 
might have more effectively supported by evidence.    
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