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Introduction  
 
1.1 About this booklet 

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in Pakistan Studies (4PA1) specification, Paper 1. The exemplar materials 
will enable teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required 
to successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at responses to Questions (b), (c) and 
(d) across the compulsory topic, The emergence of Pakistan (1927-1971), and the three most 
popular optional topics, British expansion and rule (c1783-1898), Consolidating the new nation 
(1971-2013) and Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99). (Question (a) is multiple choice and 
no examples are necessary as responses are either correct or incorrect.) The examples given 
show real candidate responses to questions used in the June 2019 examination series and 
how examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses 
should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each item covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Question 
• Mark schemes 
• Exemplar responses for the selected question 
• Exemplification of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, 

accompanied by examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and 
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. The exemplification 
highlights the achievement of the assessment objectives at the high and mid-level of 
candidate responses. 

• N.B responses are marked according to the generic mark scheme with further 
guidance given in question-specific indicative content. For each question exemplified, 
both generic and indicative content have been provided. 

 
Centres should utilise the commentaries on the exemplification of marker decisions to 
support their internal assessment of students and embed examination skills into the delivery 
of the specification. 
 
 

1.3 Further support 
A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Principal 
Examiner’s Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
 
 
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-pakistan-studies-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-pakistan-studies-2017.html
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1.4 Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 
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Generic mark schemes 

 
All responses are marked according to a generic mark scheme for each of the 
question types set. Further guidance for assessors is given in question-specific 

guidance providing for each individual question. 
 

Question (b) 
 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

(b) AO1a (2 marks) 
 

Award 1 mark for each correct point up to a 
maximum of 2 marks. 

 
 

 
 

2 

   
 

 
Question (c) 

 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

(c) AO1b (3 marks)/AO2 (3 marks) 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1-2 • Demonstrates limited understanding of concepts, which may 

be partially accurate or relevant. (AO1b) 
• Demonstrates unsustained links to the conceptual focus of 

the question, which are not developed. (AO2) 
Level 2 3-4 • Demonstrates partial understanding of concepts, which are 

mostly accurate and relevant. (AO1b) 
• Demonstrates some links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are partially developed. (AO2) 
Level 3 5-6 • Demonstrates thorough understanding of concepts, which 

are accurate and relevant. (AO1b) 
• Demonstrates sustained links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are fully developed. (AO2) 
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Question (d) 
 
 

Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

(d) 
 

AO2 (8 marks)/AO3 (8 marks) 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 

Level 1 1-4 • Inaccurate application of knowledge and understanding, 
lacking in development and showing little or no 
organisation of material. (AO2) 

• Demonstrates unsustained links to the conceptual focus of 
the question, which are not developed. (AO2) 

• Interpretation of information is inaccurate with no analysis 
of issues. (AO3) 

• An unbalanced argument, and judgements are missing or 
not supported by evidence. (AO3) 

Maximum 3 marks for Level 1 answers that do not go 
beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 

Level 2 5-8 • Partially accurate application of knowledge and 
understanding, with limited development and organisation 
of material. (AO2) 

• Demonstrates implicit links to the conceptual focus of the 
question, which are partially developed. (AO2) 

• Interpretation of information is limited with partial analysis 
of issues. (AO3) 

• A partially balanced argument, and judgements are 
insecure and supported by limited evidence. (AO3) 

Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go 
beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 

Level 3 9-12 • Mostly accurate application of knowledge and 
understanding, but development and organisation of 
material is still lacking in some areas. (AO2) 

• Demonstrates some links to the conceptual focus of the 
question, which are mostly developed. (AO2) 

• Interpretation of information is mostly accurate with some 
analysis of issues. (AO3) 

• A mostly balanced argument, and judgements are partially 
supported by evidence but some justification is left implicit 
or some evidence not validly applied. (AO3) 

Maximum 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go 
beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
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Level 4 13-16 • Accurate and precise application of knowledge 
and understanding, fully developed and showing 
coherent and logical organisation of material. 
(AO2) 

• Demonstrates consistent and sustained links to 
the conceptual focus of the question, which are 
fully developed. (AO2) 

• Interpretation of information is accurate with 
thorough analysis of issues. (AO3) 

• A balanced argument, and judgements are fully 
supported by relevant, explicit evidence. (AO3) 

No access to Level 4 answers that do not go 
beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus 
points. 
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Question 1(b) 
 
Topic 1: The emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991) 
 
State two princely states where partition brought problems in 1947.  
 
Indicative mark scheme 

 
 

Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) AO1a (2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for each correct point up to a maximum of 
2 marks. 
 

• Hyderabad (1)  
• Junagadh (1)  
• Jammu and Kashmir (1) 
• Allow Bengal (1) 

 

 

 Accept any other appropriate response. (2) 

 

 
Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

The candidate correctly identified two states (Kashmir and Hyderabad) and so was 
awarded two marks. However, there was no need for an explanation of why there were 
problems. Simply stating the names of the states would have been sufficient. 

 
 

 
 

 
Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 1 mark. 

Kashmir was correctly identified as a state where partition brought problems. However, 
the division of Pakistan into East and West was not relevant to the question asked. 
Therefore, one mark was awarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 3(b) 
 
Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898) 

 
State two measures introduced by Shah Wali Ullah to improve the lives of 
the Muslims. 
 
Indicative mark scheme 

 
Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

The answer clearly made two valid and accurate points and so was awarded 2 marks. 

 
 

3(b) AO1a (2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for each correct point up to a maximum 
of 2 marks. 
 

• Translated Quran into Persian (1) 
• Wrote 51 books in Persian or Arabic (1) 
• Organised opposition to Marathas (1) 
• Persuaded Ahmed Shah Abdali to fight 

Marathas (1)  
 

 

 Accept any other appropriate response. (2) 
 
 
 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

To score two marks, an answer has to demonstrate accurate knowledge of two pieces of 
information about Shah Wali Ullah. This answer clearly demonstrated knowledge of two 
pieces of information and so was awarded two marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 5(b)  
 
Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013) 

 
State two measures introduced by Nawaz Sharif in his first ministry  
(1990–1993) to improve Pakistan’s economy. 
 
 
Indicative mark scheme 

 
Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 1 mark. 

Although two pieces of information were provided, introducing the Co-operative Society 
scandal is clearly not a method of improving the economy. Therefore, only one mark 
could be awarded. 

 
 
 

 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

5(b) AO1a (2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for each correct point up to a maximum of 2 
marks. 
 

• Established a partnership between government and 
the private sector (1) 

• Large scale projects such as Barotha Hydro Power 
Project (1) 

• Motorway Project (1) 
• Imported taxis (1) 

 

 

 Accept any other appropriate response. (2) 
 

 
 
Exemplar response A 
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Question 6(b) 
 
Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99) 

 
State two ways in which the USA showed a friendlier approach to Pakistan in 
the years 1993–1996. 

 
Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 1 mark. 

Two pieces of information were given. However, one is incorrect; President Clinton did not 
visit Pakistan so only one mark was awarded.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Question 
Number 

Answer Mark 

6(b) AO1a (2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for each correct point up to a maximum of 
2 marks. 
 

• Announced that the Pressler Amendment had been 
an error (1) 

• Agreed to sell F-16 fighters (1) 
• Sent Defense Secretary 1995 (1) 
• Sent Hilary Clinton 1996 (1) 

 

 

 Accept any other appropriate response. (2) 
 
 
Exemplar response A 
 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Pakistan Studies Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

12 

 
Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

Two accurate pieces of information were given, and so two marks were awarded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
 

 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Pakistan Studies Paper 1- Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020  

13 

 

Question 1(c) 
 
Topic 1: The emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991) 
 
Explain why Iskander Mirza introduced the One Unit Policy in October 
1955. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 

 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

1(c) AO1b (3 marks)/AO2 (3 marks) 
 
The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not 
required to include all the material indicated as relevant. Other relevant 
material not suggested below must also be credited. 
 
Indicative content 
 
• It would increase efficiency and development. By unifying all of the 

provinces of West Pakistan into one unit it was make government 
more centralised and cost effective.  

• It would be a step towards a united country. People tended to see 
themselves as from their local province, rather than ‘Pakistan’. This 
move would bring about greater unification. 

• It would maintain the supremacy of West Pakistan. The country was 
dominated by politicians and administrators from West Pakistan, 
particularly the Punjab. Unification would strengthen the position of 
the west.  

• It would prevent East Pakistan gaining a majority in the Assembly. 
The One Unit Scheme divided Pakistan into two official halves East 
Pakistan and West Pakistan, thus prevented the more populous East 
gaining a majority. 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 6 marks. 

The response demonstrated a thorough understanding of the concept of causation 
and produced two valid and developed explanations, arguing that unifying the 
country and preventing East Pakistan gaining control of government were reasons for 
the One Unit Policy. This developed response made direct links to the question and 
was awarded six marks. 

 
 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

The response demonstrated a very limited understanding of causation. Much of the 
answer was a narrative account of the introduction of the policy. The response 
concludes with a reason for the policy, but it is couched in very general terms and 
lacks support. Two marks were awarded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 3(c) 
 
Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898) 

 
Explain why British military actions led to the War of Independence in 
1857.  
 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 3 marks. 

The response demonstrated some understanding of the concept of causation, but 
there was insufficient focus on the precise nature of the question. The question did 
not ask about the general causes of the war, but more specifically, limited the context 
to military actions. In the response, the candidate has written what he or she knows 
about the causes of the war and has touched upon military causes. The response was 
marked at the bottom of Level Two. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 6 marks. 

This was a very good response, which demonstrated a thorough understanding of the 
concept of causation and was able to match the explanation closely with the focus of 
the question. Three reasons are given, all of which relate to military matters, and two 
of those reasons have developed explanations of why they led to war. The response 
was marked at the top of Level Three. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 5(c)   
 
Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013) 

 
Explain why Benazir Bhutto was elected as Prime Minister in 1993. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 1 mark.  

The response showed a partial understanding of the concept of causation but failed 
to provide valid reasons linked to the question or which would have been developed 
as explained reasons for Mrs Bhutto’s election. There was some understanding of 
Mrs Bhutto’s appeal to women, but this was not explained, lacking development. It 
was rewarded at Level One. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Exemplar response A 
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Question 6(c) 
 
Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99) 

 
Explain why the Kargil Conflict (1999) created problems for Nawaz Sharif. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 1 mark. 

This response contains scarce information. The candidate identified a potential cause 
(a border dispute), but there was no development of the answer to show an 
understanding of the concept of causation, or knowledge of the events at the time. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 6 marks. 

This response demonstrated a thorough understanding of the events surrounding 
the Kargil Conflict and was able to explain them in such a way that both a clear 
understanding of the concept of causation and ability to link explanation to the main 
focus of the question were demonstrated. The response was marked at the top of 
Level Three.  
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Question 1(d) 
 
Topic 1: The Emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991) 

 
‘Reforming agriculture was Ayub Khan’s greatest success.’ 
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 
You may use the following in your answer: 
• the Decade of Development 
• the 1962 Constitution 
You must also use information of your own. 

 
Indicative mark scheme 
 
Question 
Number 

Indicative content 

1(d) 
 

AO2 (8 marks)/AO3 (8 marks) 
 

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not 
required to include all the material indicated as relevant. Other 
relevant material not suggested below must also be credited. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Relevant Points which support the statement may include: 
 
• Ayub ordered that no farm should be less than 12.5 acres or more 

than 500. This made farming more efficient. 
• His policies generally resulted in larger farms which allowed for 

more mechanization, thus bringing about record crops yields. 
• Larger farms often meant the need to use tenant farmers. These 

were often more committed to change and ran their farms more 
efficiently, thus bringing about better food output 

• Ayub’s reforms solved the water problem by loaning money to 
farmers to build wells and building three major dams. This reduced 
the need for canal irrigation. 

 
Relevant Points to counter the argument may include: 
 
• Although the agricultural reforms were successful, it wasn’t all 

down to Ayub. Much of the improved output was the result of 
mechanisation which would have happened anyway 

• Ayub’s introduction of the 1962 Constitution was much more 
important. It led to the end of martial law and the recognition of 
Bengali as a national language. This was a step nearer a 
democratic state. 

• Ayub’s industrial reforms were very important Using loans from the 
USA, Germany and the UK Ayub introduced measures (e.g. the 
Export Bonus Scheme) which led to a 7% growth of the economy. 

• Ayub introduced educational reform including an extensive literacy 
programme and building new schools. He also tried to help 
shelterless people and improve medical facilities. These were very 
important in improving the lives of individual Pakistanis.  

 
Look for a judgment/conclusion 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 15 marks.  

This was a very good response. The candidate demonstrated a full understanding 
of the impact of Ayub’s policies, made consistent and sustained links to the 
conceptual focus of the question and provided a balanced a supported answer 
which considered the relative merits of a number of different policies. A high mark 
in Level Four was awarded. 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 5 marks.  

This response was placed in Level Two as it showed some accurate knowledge and 
understanding, but with a partial analysis of the of the issues and a judgement not 
supported by evidence. The candidate did not develop the points made, but instead 
tended to list the information and make unsupported assertions. 

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 3(d) 
 
Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898) 

 
‘Sir Syed Ahmad Khan’s greatest contribution to the Muslim community 
was 
restoring relations with the British.’ 
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 
You may use the following in your answer: 
• ‘The Loyal Mohammedans of India’ 
• the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental School. 

 
 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 3 marks. 

This was a weak response. The first paragraph contained biographical detail which 
was not relevant to the question. The remainder of the answer showed a little 
knowledge of the work of Sir Syed but did not analyse the impact of that work. It 
was marked in Level One. 

 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 14 marks. 

This response included accurate and precise knowledge about a number of Sir 
Syed’s contributions and analysed the information well in a way which 
demonstrated consistent and sustained links to the question. It was, therefore, 
operating at Level Four. The judgement tended to repeat what had previously been 
stated. However, a mark in Level Four was well deserved. 
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Question 5(d) 
 
Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013) 

 
Establishing a new constitution was Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s greatest 
success.’ 
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 
You may use the following in your answer: 
• the 1973 Constitution 
• nationalisation of industry. 
 
You must also use information of your own. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 15 marks.  

The response showed a thorough understanding of the work of Bhutto and there 
was a degree of accurate and precise information provided. Links were made to the 
conceptual focus of the question at regular intervals and there are supported 
judgements made throughout the response. The overall quality of the answer put it 
comfortably into the top end of Level Four. 
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Question 6(d) 
 
Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99) 

 
‘Pakistan’s relations with the Soviet Union were not successful in the 
years 
1947–1989.’ 
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 
You may use the following in your answer: 
• Soviet economic aid 
• the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 
You must also use information of your own. 
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Indicative mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 14 marks. 

The candidate demonstrated a very good understanding of relations between the 
Soviet Union and Pakistan. Accurate and precise information was provided to 
support a balanced argument, explaining the changing nature of relations 
throughout the period. Therefore, a mark at Level Four was awarded. 

 
 
 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Pakistan Studies Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

42 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 8 marks. 

The candidate provided some information to support the argument that relations 
between the Soviet Union and Pakistan were poor throughout the period. However, 
the argument was not well-developed and there was only one very short and 
unexplained paragraph on the occasions when relations were not poor. The lack of 
balance, limited analysis and only partially accurate application of knowledge 
meant that the mark was limited to Level Two.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



For information about Pearson Qualifications, including Pearson Edexcel, 
BTEC and LCCI qualifications visit qualifications.pearson.com

Edexcel and BTEC are registered trademarks of Pearson Education Limited

Pearson Education Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 872828 
Registered Office:  80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL

VAT Reg No GB 278 537121

Getty Images: Alex Belmonlinsky


	Introduction
	1.1 About this booklet
	1.2 How to use this booklet
	1.3 Further support
	1.4 Assessment objectives
	FOR INFORMATION ABOUT EDEXCEL, BTEC OR LCCI QUALIFICATIONS VISIT QUALIFICATIONS.PEARSON.COM


	All responses are marked according to a generic mark scheme for each of the
	question types set. Further guidance for assessors is given in question-specific
	guidance providing for each individual question.
	Question (b)
	Question (c)
	Question (d)
	Question 1(b)
	Topic 1: The emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991)
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 3(b)
	Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898)
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 5(b) 
	Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013)
	Exemplar response A

	Question 6(b)
	Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99)
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 1(c)
	Topic 1: The emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991)
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 3(c)
	Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898)

	/
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 5(c)  
	Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013)

	/
	Exemplar response A

	Question 6(c)
	Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99)

	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 1(d)
	Topic 1: The Emergence of Pakistan (1927-1991)

	Indicative mark scheme
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 3(d)
	Topic 3: British expansion and rule (c1783-1898)

	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B

	Question 5(d)
	Topic 5: Consolidating the new nation (1971-2013)

	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response A

	Question 6(d)
	Topic 6: Pakistan’s role in world affairs (1947-99)

	Indicative mark scheme
	/
	Exemplar response A
	Exemplar response B




