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Session Agenda
● 08:00    Welcome, Introductions ​and aims of the session
● 08:05    The examination papers and assessment objectives
● 08:15    Paper 1 Question types and related mark schemes 
● 08:35    Paper 1, Marking candidate responses 
● 08:00    Break
● 09:05    Paper 2 Aims and objectives, assessment objectives 
● 09:10    Paper 2 Question types and related mark schemes .
● 09.20    Paper 2 Marking candidate responses
● 09:50    Support from Pearson Edexcel
● 09.55    Questions and session close
● 10:00    Session close
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Aims and Objectives
● Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification

● Understand the question types

● Understand the mark schemes

● Practise using the mark schemes by marking candidate responses

● Learn about the support provided by Pearson

● Respond to participant questions
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Poll

● How long have you been teaching Pakistan Studies?

● Were your students entered for the 2019 examinations?

● Which options do you/will you teach on Paper 1: Section B?

● Which options do you/will you teach on Paper 1: Section C?



Pakistan Studies 
Assessment Features
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Pakistan Studies: Structure
There are two parts to the qualification, the history and culture of Pakistan and the 
landscape, people and economy of Pakistan.

1. The history and culture of Pakistan:

○ The content is divided into three sections of which Section 1 has one 
compulsory topic, Section 2 has three topics and Section 3 has two topics.

2. The landscape, people and economy of Pakistan.

○ The content is divided into three sections. Students study all three sections.    
There is one written examination, which includes multiple-choice, short-
open, data response and extended-response questions. All three sections 
are compulsory with parts of each section being assessed in each series.
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Paper 1 
HISTORY AND 

CULTURE



Paper 1 Question types 

Question description Example question 
stem

AO and
marks

(a) Multiple choice Identify… AO1
1 mark

(b) Give two examples State two... AO1
2 marks

(c) Causation question Explain AO1: 3 marks
AO2: 3 marks

(d) Judgement relating to one of the 
following: importance/ effects/ 
significance etc.

‘[Statement.]’ Discuss how 
far you agree with this 
statement.
+ two stimulus points

AO2: 8 marks
AO3: 8 marks

11



11© Pearson Education 2020

Part A Questions
1 (a) Identify the British politician sent to India in 1942 to win support for the British war 
effort                                                                                                             (1 mark)

A. Cripps

B. Linlithgow

C. Mountbatten

D. Wavell 
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Part B Questions

1(b). State two princely states where partition brought problems in 1947.                                               
(2 marks)

1………………………………………………………

2…………………………………………………......
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Part C Questions

3(c). Explain why British Military actions led to the War of Independence in 1857?                                   
(6 marks)



Let’s Look at a candidate response

Without looking at a mark scheme, impression mark the two 
responses, A and B for question 3(c) in the Examiner’s Report (pages 
17 & 18)

Which is better and why?

14



Using the Mark Scheme as a 
teaching tool

For Question 3c, study the Indicative content (Pg. 16) and the Generic 
mark scheme for 6 mark questions (Pg.3) of the Examiner’s Report for 
Paper 1.

Where is the evidence in the indicative content and Levels marks 
scheme to support  your impression marking?

15
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Part D Questions

1 (d) ‘Reforming agriculture was Ayub Khan’s greatest success.’ Discuss how far 
you agree with this statement. 

You may use the following in your answer: 
• The Decade of Development
• The 1962 Constitution

You must also use information of your own.          16 marks



Using the Mark Scheme as a 
teaching tool

Study the Indicative and Levels based mark scheme on page 30 and pages 4 
and 5 of the Examiner’s Report for Paper 1.

Mark Exemplar response A and B, Pages 31 to 33 in the Examiner’s report for 
Paper 1.

At this point, avoid reading the Examiner’s comments

17



Did you identify any of the 
characteristics below in responses A 
or B?
• Detail/evidence to support the statement
• Detail/evidence to oppose the statement – a balanced argument
• Explanation, description
• Appropriate reference to the two bullet points to support the 

answer
• At least one additional area of knowledge and understanding of 

your own to support or oppose the proposition
• A judgement supported by evidence

18
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BREAK
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THE LANDSCAPE, 
PEOPLE AND 
ECONOMY OF 

PAKISTAN
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The content of the 
course



22© Pearson Education 2020

Pakistan Studies: Structure
There are two parts to the qualification, the history and culture of Pakistan and the 
landscape, people and economy of Pakistan.

The history and culture of Pakistan:

• The content is divided into three sections. Students study one topic per 
section. There is one written examination, which includes multiple-choice, 
short-open and extended-response questions

The landscape, people and economy of Pakistan.

• The content is divided into three sections. Students study all three sections. 
section. There is one written examination, which includes multiple-choice, 
short-open, data response and extended-response questions
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Course Content for Paper 2: The 
landscape, people and economy of 
Pakistan
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What are the 
Assessment 
Objectives?  
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What are the  
different question 

types? 
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Multiple answer questions  
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One mark answer questions  

● Command word might be Name, State or Calculate
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Short answer 1 mark plus 1 
mark type questions 

● Command word might be Name or State 
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Mark scheme
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Mark scheme 
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Three mark question types 

● The command word will be ‘Explain’.
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Mark scheme
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Four mark, command word  ‘Suggest’ 
type questions 
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Six mark, command word explain, type 
questions
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Eight mark, command word evaluate or 
access, type questions
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Marking candidates’ 
answers to 2c, 2d and 

2e in the Exemplar 
Booklet for Paper 2
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Pearson International​ Schools 
Community

Connect with international teachers ​around the world

• Connect with other teachers working in international 
schools and join groups who have shared interests, 
subjects or location ​

• Read  topical news and articles and share yours​
• Advertise jobs at your school or find job opportunities​
• Download free resources​
• Sign up for events.​

Sign up today at:​
pearson.com/internationalschools/blog.

https://neo.pearson.com/external-link.jspa?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearson.com%2Finternationalschools%2Fblog
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Some useful links

1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for 
all UK and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which 
is available for download with other documents.​
2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates 
sitting Pearson Edexcel examinations.​
3.Progress to University
Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress 
to universities worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.​
4. Access to scripts
Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to 
scripts portal.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx


Your Subject Advisor
Sally Dodsley

Twitter: @Edexcel_Geog

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Sally’s e-updates by completing

This online form

We also have an online community especially for Geography teachers.

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000gPw8SAE/geography
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Any questions?
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Please fill in 
your evaluation forms

We value your feedback!
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