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Introduction  
 
1. About this booklet 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in Geography specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable 
teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 1, 2, 3 and 4 from the 
June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how 
examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should 
be marked. 
 

2. How to use this booklet 
Each example covered in this booklet contains: 
 
● Question 
● Mark scheme 
● Exemplar responses for the selected question 
● Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied 

by examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where 
relevant, guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 
The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses. 
 
Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and 
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 
 
 
 

3. Further support 
A range of materials is available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s 
Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-geography-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-geography-2017.html
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4. Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 
 
 % in 

International 
GCSE 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, 
environments and different scale. 

15–16 

AO2 Demonstrate geographical understanding of: 

• concepts and how they are used in relation to places, 
environments and processes 

• the interrelationships between places, environments and 
processes. 

25–26 

AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse 
and evaluate geographical information and issues and to 
make judgements. 

34–35 (approx. 
13% applied to 

fieldwork 
context(s)) 

AO4 Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to 
investigate questions and issues and communicate findings. 

24–25 (approx. 
10% used to 
respond to 

fieldwork data 
and context(s)) 
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Question 1(b)(iii) 
 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The candidate scores clear two marks here by identifying the store (groundwater) and 
extending the response by identifying how the water gets there. 

 
Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

In this example, the candidate does not score any marks as they have confused the idea of 
water management. In addition, the methods identified are only listed so this response does 
not demonstrate that the candidate has a clear enough understanding. The candidate does 
demonstrate some understanding of transfers and flows but then moves into human aspects 
of water management storage, which unfortunately is not what the question is asking for.  
In this response, the candidate needed to identify a way in which water is stored in the 
hydrological cycle such as ‘water is stored in glaciers (1) because it is frozen as ice due to 
colder temperatures (1)’. 
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Question 1(c) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In this example, the candidate has scored the full four marks available. In the first part, the 
candidate has identified the fact that water is treated (AO2) and then expanded the point 
further to outline how this makes the water clean so it can be reused (AO3). 
 
In the second point, the candidate identifies that water can be managed through storage (AO2) 
and then extends the response to explain that this water can then be used when it is needed 
(AO3). 
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Exemplar response B 

 
 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

In this example, the candidate has made a weak response, which identifies domestic use (AO2) 
from the resource and then makes a further weak expansion (AO3) which does not go into 
enough depth to access the second mark. The candidate does not really talk about 
management of water. 
 
No marks are awarded for the second part as the candidate is outlining elements of the 
hydrological cycle. To improve the answer, the candidate needs to identify a feature from the 
resource to gain credit for AO2 and then outline how that feature can be used to manage 
water to access the AO3 mark. 
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Question 1(d) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

Here, the candidate scores the full three marks with a detailed explanation which is not quite 
right in the way it has been developed but does touch on the key points that the question is 
asking for. In this example, the marks were awarded for: 
 
water is absorbed (1); this means that the discharge is slowed down (1) as the water takes 
longer to pass through (1). 
 
The candidate gets nothing for the first two lines as they are talking about river flow. 
 
The candidate has the idea of evapotranspiration and whilst not developed fully, this gave the 
three marks. 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 
 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

This candidate scores two marks but is not awarded the third mark as the response does not 
develop the idea further from the idea of absorption and reduced discharge. The candidate 
could have gained additional credit if they had outlined how changes in discharge affect lag 
time as a further extension. In these type of responses, candidates should look to develop 
their answers fully. 
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Question 1(f) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 
 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

Although this response does not score full marks, the candidate has a fair understanding of 
the process and has identified the idea of erosion creating a river cliff, sediment deposition 
and the general concept of the river flowing faster on the outside bend as opposed to on the 
inside.  

 
Exemplar response B 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

In this example, the candidate does not gain any credit as they have not understood the 
question. The candidate can gain credit on this question by identifying stages of the process of 
meander formation. This can relate to river flow fastest/outside of the bend (1) or slowest on 
the inside of the bend (1) or through identifying deposition taking place in the inside of the 
bend (1) and erosion on the outside of the bend (1). Candidates can also gain credit for talking 
about lateral erosion and deposition and how this shapes the meander. 
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Question 1(g) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 



 

16 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Geography Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  

Issue 1 – May 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

The candidate produces a good response here and demonstrates a high level of 
understanding. However, in this instance the candidate is held at the top of level 2. Whilst the 
candidate does make use of both resources, the response is largely focused on the world map 
and reasons why water quality varies. Level 3 would have been achieved if the candidate had 
made more direct links between Fig.1c and Fig.1d. 

 
Exemplar response B 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In this response, the candidate produces a level 1 response which gives some ideas about 
variation on water quality. There are some simple ideas around water being contaminated due 
to domestic reasons. However, none of the ideas are developed in enough depth to lift the 
response to level 2. In order to improve this answer and access level 2, the candidate needs to 
specifically take evidence from the resources available and show some linkage about how 
those factors can affect water quality around the world. In the second example, we can see 
this is what the candidate has attempted to do in relating the water quality to MEDC’s and 
LEDC’s. 
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Question 2(b)(iii) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

In this example, the candidate did not score any marks as they have described biological 
weathering rather than mechanical weathering. The candidate could have gained credit on this 
question if they had clearly identified a mechanical form of weathering such as freeze thaw (1) 
or offered a further explanation which would look at the mechanics of the weathering process, 
e.g. the fact that water freezes in cracks and expands causing the rock to break. (1). 

 

Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

In this example, the candidate scores both marks - they have identified the type of mechanical 
(AO1) and then developed a full explanation (AO2). A good answer that was typical of 
candidates who understood the question fully. 
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Question 2(c) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 
 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In this example, the candidate makes a good attempt. In the first part, the candidate identifies 
the features from Fig. 2a, i.e. the sea cave (AO2), and then develops the answer further to 
suggest how the cave was formed (AO3). 
 
In the second part, the candidate identifies a feature (AO2), i.e. the raised beach, but is unable 
to give a suitable expansion to gain the additional mark for AO3. 
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Exemplar response B 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In this example, the candidate has scored efficient four marks. In the first part, the candidate 
has identified that the sea level has lowered (AO2) and that this has resulted in the beach no 
longer being subject to wave action, enabling it to become vegetated (AO3). This is adequate 
development to get two marks for the first part. 
 
In the second part, the candidate has again identified sea level lowering (AO2) and then 
further developed the idea of new beach creation (AO3). Although this may seem a little 
generous in this instance, the candidate has met the requirements of the mark scheme to 
achieve full marks. 
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Question 2(d) 
 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 
 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In this response, the candidate scores the full three marks. Firstly, they have identified the 
factor that influences the distribution of Mangrove swamps and they have further exemplified 
this to gain additional two marks. 

 
Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

Here, the candidate does not score any marks as they are describing human impact on 
mangrove distribution. To access marks on this question, candidates needed to identify a 
physical factor that influences the distribution of mangrove swamps such as temperature (1). 
Further development through identification of a suitable temperature (1) and a further 
expansion around the effects of very high or low temperature would be sufficient to access all 
marks. 
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Question 2(f) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

In this response, the candidate has not been able to explain the formation of the headland 
and although they have some limited idea of erosion (slowly breaks away), they do not 
develop the point enough to earn any reward. To gain credit, the candidate needed to identify 
a difference between hard and soft rock along the coastline (1), and then go on to identify the 
fact that hard rock erodes at a slower rate (1) than soft rock (1) and as time goes on, the hard 
rock is left exposed forming a headland (1). 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In this example, the candidate has produced a very good answer. Having made an initial point 
(AO1) about discordant coastlines, the candidate goes on to explain how different rock types 
are eroded at different rates leading to the formation of headlands and bays. 
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Question 2(g) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 6 marks. 

In this example, the candidate has secured a top of level 2 response with six marks. The 
candidate has examined each photo in turn, allowing them to access AO4 marks effectively. 
Most of these comments are taken from Fig. 2d. The candidate has also demonstrated some 
understanding of why certain techniques have been selected.  
Had the candidate used references from Fig. 2c, they would have just tipped into the level 3 
criteria.  

 
Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

This candidate produced a basic level 1 response, gaining credit for basic identification of soft 
engineering techniques (AO3).To improve this response, the candidate needed to expand this 
point to explain the choice of soft engineering technique and then relate it to why the 
technique had been used in a particular coastal area. To access further marks, the candidate 
needed to do this for a number of the techniques use. In these types of questions, candidates 
should be encouraged to use all resources available to them. In this way, they will give 
themselves the greatest chance of accessing the marks available. 
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Question 3(c) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In this response for part 1, the candidate made a well-developed point on cause of tropical 
cyclones, identifying and developing a point around temperature. 
 
In the second point, the candidate scored 1 mark for the identification of prevailing winds as a 
factor affecting direction of tropical cyclones (AO2) but did not develop the point further to 
gain a second mark. 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

In this example, the candidate scored one mark for identification of temperature as a factor 
causing tropical cyclones. The point was not developed enough to gain any more credit. To 
gain further credit on the first point, the candidate needed to develop the point to identify the 
key temperature associated with the development of tropical cyclones. 
 
In the second point, no credit was given as the candidate response was too vague in terms of 
the identification of prevailing winds. In the second part, the candidate could have accessed 
one mark by saying the cyclone would travel in the direction of the prevailing wind. In these 
type of questions, candidates need to make sure they make use of the resources available. 
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Question 3(d) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

In this example, the candidate scores two marks: one mark for the initial point about 
earthquakes underwater and then a further mark for the idea of pressure creating a tsunami. 
Although this response is a little confused, it does enough to gain credit for the 2 marks. The 
candidate could have improved this response by being clearer in the way they described the 
formation of the tsunami, for example: the water does not become unstable but waves are 
created from shock waves under the water (1), the waves can increase in height over long 
distances (1). 
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Exemplar response B 
 

.  

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

This candidate produces a good response and gains all three marks. The initial point around 
shockwaves is developed, outlining how the shock waves cause waves to form which are large 
and powerful, dependent on the magnitude of the earthquake. Again, whilst not that clear, the 
candidate does demonstrate a developed understanding. 
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Question 3(f) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 
 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In this question, candidates are able to gain credit in a number of ways. In this example, the 
candidate has made one developed point and a further simplistic point. The first point 
identifies the idea that less developed countries do not have enough money (AO1) to invest in 
hazard prevention compared with more developed countries (AO2). This is further developed 
around the idea of not being able to prevent damage. The second point is made around the 
idea of some countries having a higher risk because of their geographical location (AO1).  
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Exemplar response B 
 

.  

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

This candidate scores one mark for a basic point about location and how this might make 
certain countries more vulnerable to hazards (AO1). The second statement is not developed in 
enough detail to access the second mark. The candidate could have added further detail in a 
range of areas. The most common response here was for candidates to identify lack of 
education (1) or low level of economic development (1). In this response, candidates could gain 
credit by making a number of individual statements or developing them further. For example, 
if the candidate had stated lack of education (1), they could develop it by stating that the lack 
of education leads to people not knowing what to do if an earthquake occurs (1). 
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Question 4(a)(iii) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The candidate scores both marks in this example as they have demonstrated the correct 
method of working out the mean, and then gained the second mark by rounding the response 
to one decimal place. 

 
Exemplar response B 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

In this example, the candidate gains one mark for the correct method but does not get reward 
for the second mark as they do not round the final answer to one decimal place. In this type of 
question, it is important for candidates to ensure that they read exactly what the question is 
asking for so that they can access all of the marks available. 
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Question 4(a)(iv) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

In this example, the candidate gains both marks for correctly completing the graph. Although 
the response is not drawn with a ruler, it does meet the requirement for both bars. 
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Exemplar response B 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

In this example, only one mark is given as only one bar is completed. 
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Question 4(b) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

The candidate gets one mark for identifying a primary data collection technique. To access the 
other marks available, the candidate needs to explain how they used the method of data 
collection. So, in this example the candidate could have explained the types of data they might 
have collected and what information it would give them in relation to their study. 

 
 
 

 

 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In this example, the candidate correctly identifies river depth as a primary method of data they 
could collect. The candidate gets a further two marks for an accurate explanation of how they 
would do this as per the mark scheme. 
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Question 4(c) 

 

Mark scheme 
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Exemplar response A 
 

 

 
 

Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

In this example, the candidate does not gain any credit. This is because they have just 
described the data collection techniques. This was quite common amongst candidates whilst 
the question clearly asks the candidates to evaluate their data analysis techniques in reaching 
their conclusions. The expectation on this question was that as a level 1 response, candidates 
would evaluate the use of what was shown and discovered through data presentation, e.g. any 
trends that were shown in basic graphs or Spearman rank. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In this example, the candidate produced a response which was just into level 2. They evaluated 
how their basic line graphs and bar graphs had different strengths and weaknesses and how 
they may have been affected by human error. Although this is quite a low-level response, 
because some evaluation has taken place, it just meets the criteria for level 2 and so four 
marks were given. To access the higher marks in level 2, the candidate would need to evaluate 
a range of data analysis techniques that they had used during their enquiry. They would also 
need to attempt to relate the evaluation to helping them answer their enquiry question. At the 
top of level 2, this would be underdeveloped. To access level 3, candidates would need to fully 
evaluate their techniques and also establish how they helped or did not help them answer 
their enquiry question. They may have also identified how far data analysis helped draw a 
significant conclusion for the study or evaluated how far the outcomes can be trusted (or 
repeated to obtain the same results).  
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