
 

 

 

Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE  
in Geography (4GE1) 
For first teaching September 2017 
First examination June 2019 
 

Examiner marked student exemplars with 
commentaries 

Paper 2  

 

Issue 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Summary of Pearson Edexcel International GCSE  
in Geography examiner marked student exemplars  
with commentaries Paper 2 Issue 2 changes 

 

Summary of changes made between previous issue and this 
current issue 

Page 
number 

Question 3(d) has been inserted to provide full information. 2 

The image exemplifying student answer worth 1 mark has been changed 
to provide clear guidance. 

3 

 
If you need further information on these changes or what they mean, contact us via our 
website at: qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/contact-us.html. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Contents 
Introduction ............................................................................................................................................ 1 

4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section A ................................................................................................................... 2 

Example 1 – Question 3 (d) ................................................................................................................. 2 

Example 2 – Question 3 (e)(ii) ............................................................................................................. 5 

Example 3 – Question 3 (f) .................................................................................................................. 7 

Example 4 – Question 3 (g) ............................................................................................................... 10 

Example 5 – Question 3 (h) ............................................................................................................... 13 

4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section B ................................................................................................................. 18 

Example 6 – Question 6 (a) ............................................................................................................... 18 

Example 7 – Question 6 (b) ............................................................................................................... 20 

Example 8 – Question 6 (c) ............................................................................................................... 22 

Example 9 – Question 6 (d) ............................................................................................................... 24 

Example 10 – Question 6 (e) ............................................................................................................. 26 

4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section C ................................................................................................................. 33 

Example 11 – Question 7 (a)(iii) ........................................................................................................ 33 

Example 12 – Question 7 (d)(ii) ......................................................................................................... 36 

Example 13 – Question 7 (e) ............................................................................................................. 39 

Example 14 – Question 7 (f) .............................................................................................................. 44 

 

 

 



   
 

1 
 

Introduction 
 

This guide has been created using sample student responses to the 2017 International GCSE 
Geography (4GEO1) Sample Assessments.  

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the expected standards 
in the International GCSE Geography assessment. The guide will focus on a variety of questions 
across the range of papers.  It should be noted that students have done these responses at school, 
rather that under formal exam test conditions, although the mark scheme has been applied in the 
same way as it would be in a live paper.   Therefore, the commentaries and scores should be 
representative, as much as is possible, of live-paper marking 

The exam shows a wide range of question types, generally ramping in demand and difficultly within 
each question.  This applies to both Paper 1 and Paper 2.  

The emphasis on interpreting geographical information (through the use of a wide range of 
resources) should not be underestimated, especially compared to the legacy International GCSE 
specification.  Also important is the role of Assessment Objectives and how these determine the 
skills that students will need to demonstrate in particular question types.  

Please see our Getting Started guide for more information. This document should be used alongside 
other International GCSE Geography teaching and learning materials available on the Pearson / 
Edexcel website. 
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4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section A 

 

Example 1 – Question 3 (d) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance: Explain (with a figure) 

When you see ‘Study Figure…’ answers must use the resource in their 
response. This is demonstrating AO3 by interpreting the resource.  The 
additional AO2 mark comes from the explanation. 
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Mark scheme 

  

Student answers to 3 (d) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was giver 1 mark. 

There is direct evidence from the resource (AO3), but no development of this idea (i.e. the 
“why”) into an explanation. 
 
 
 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was also given 1 mark. 

The candidate has correctly interpreted the resource (again A03 mark), but the candidate 
does not present a reason, it merely restates the question.  The reasoning must be related to 
factors that typically influence the characteristics of central urban areas. 
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

AO3 and AO2 targeted by this question so the response must use direct evidence from the 
Figure 1a. “A lot of high rise flats” (AO3 interpreting the resource), “…the land is highly 
valuable and there is limited space” (AO2 demonstrating understanding – shows the “why”). 
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Example 2 – Question 3 (e)(ii) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

Student answers to 1 (e)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Explain 
Questions that use the ‘Explain’ command word target AO2 
(demonstrating understanding) and therefore full marks will 
not be awarded for simply stating a factor.  Development is 
needed through clear explanation to secure the second mark.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

Two very brief statements, but no clear development.  The second idea does present a partial 
reason, but this should be expressed more clearly as an explanation, e.g. “…..therefore this 
leads to a lower infant mortality rate (IMR) which increases the megacity population”.  
 
 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In both parts of this response the candidate has provided explanation. However, the second 
reason feels more secure since the use of the word “therefore” is used confirm the 
explanation more clearly.  Perhaps both of these ideas could have been written slightly more 
succinctly.   Nonetheless, a high quality answer showing good reasoning. 
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Example 3 – Question 3 (f) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Suggest 
Questions that use the ‘Suggest’ command word target both 
AO2 (demonstrating understanding) and AO3.  In this instance 
as its 3 marks there is a need for double-development.  Suggest 
is similar to an explain, i.e. to apply understanding, expect 
suggest is used when there is a resource that is likely unfamiliar 
to the candidate.   
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Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 1 (f)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

This response has only picked up on one idea – people living close to work (CBD) will walk / cycle.  This 
gets and AO3 mark. There is enough development to get the AO2 mark, i.e. easier or cheaper.  The 
response however lacks much clarity in the explanation; it also fails to do differences shown on the 
resource.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

This response doesn’t use evidence from the map sufficiently well to pick up an AO3 mark.  Spaces 
between buildings / streets cant be seen at this scale so that comment cannot be credited.  There is 
some limited and partial explanation around ease of movement in the outskirts – space etc so there is 
an AO2 mark.  

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

The reason is much clear in this response – accessibility and availability of public transport (linked ideas 
so can be credited as one reason).  That idea is developed with ideas around space.  Difference is also 
explicit between the inner and outer areas (uses map evidence) for the AO3 mark.  

Note words like “core” and “periphery” would have useful additions to this student’s vocabulary in 
respect of a question such as this.  
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Example 4 – Question 3 (g) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Explain 
Questions that use the ‘Explain’ command word target AO2 
(demonstrating understanding) and therefore full marks will 
not be awarded for simply stating a factor.  Development is 
needed through clear explanation to secure the second mark.  
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Student answers to 3 (g)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks. 

In the first part of the response there is enough extension to secure 2 marks reuse – “…..thus 
reducing total amount of waste” is the development.  
 
The second part gives the idea of landfill (1) but “saving effort” is not sufficient development 
for the second mark.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

In both parts of this response the candidate has provided sufficient explanation. However, the 
second reason feels more secure since the explanation is more explicit and is supported with 
data (240-140l bins) 
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Example 5 – Question 3 (h) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance: Analyse 
Investigate an issue by breaking it down into individual components 
and making logical, evidence-based connections about the causes and 
effects or interrelationships between the components. 
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 3 (g)  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks (L1) 

Its only A03 judgments that can be partially credited, and these are implicit, rather than explicit.  
Answers which fail to refer to the resource, or deconstruct meaning, are going to score very low marks. 

Candidates need to move away from thinking these questions require descriptive case study 
information or knowledge to be recalled. Analysis of the resource is key, quoting data and evidence 
and then linking this to your understanding.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks (L2) 

The candidate has picked some accurate information about the general trends in the area graph (AO4), 
but this is rather limited in terms of range.   

The response provides some clear challenges, but they are somewhat generalised.  AO3 is slightly 
stronger than the A04 part of this response. 
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4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section B 

Example 6 – Question 6 (a) 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 6 (a)  

 

 

Guidance: Describe (fieldwork) 
This is a familiar fieldwork question, so some depth of knowledge is 
required around the “how” and “why” of fieldwork, especially the 
technical knowledge.  In this instance sampling is being tested.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks.  

The idea of putting into categories is valid in the context of stratified, and then the student explains 
how this reduces bias and link their comments to the population sub-groups.  

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark.  

The idea of bias is correct (1 mark) but the idea does show enough development of the description, e.g. 
…create an equal chance of selecting someone and so reducing bias.   
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Example 7 – Question 6 (b) 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance: Describe (fieldwork) 
This is another familiar fieldwork question, so some depth of 
knowledge is required around the “how” and “why” of fieldwork, 
especially the technical knowledge.  In this instance knowledge of 
secondary data is being tested.  
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Student answers to 6 (b)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks.  

Goad mapping is clear secondary data (1) to understand land use (1).   Then the idea of cross checking 
against the information collected (primary data) is sufficient development for the 3 marks.  

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks.  

Goad mapping (1) and the development …helped to locate the central inner urban area is a valid 
extension (1).  However this response does not show sufficient development to get the maximum 
marks.   
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Example 8 – Question 6 (c) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Explain (fieldwork) 
Questions that use the ‘Explain’ command word normally target 
AO2 (demonstrating understanding).  However, since this is a 
fieldwork question the AO mapping is instead AO3. The same 
rules should be applied, i.e. a reason and then development is 
needed through clear explanation to secure the second mark.  
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Student answer to 6 (c)  

 

 

 

  

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks.  

The first idea..…”show visual patterns and trends” (1) is then developed by the comparison and 
easier to read.  

For the second part of the response, quick and easier to draw is generic and does not link to a 
particular type of graph or technique.  Therefore 1 mark only. 

There is no requirement top state a particular type of graph or technique, but in cases such as this, 
it does provide more context for the marking of the response and so might be considered good 
practice.  
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Example 9 – Question 6 (d) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

Student answers to 6 (d)  

 

 

Guidance:  Explain (fieldwork) 
Questions that use the ‘Explain’ command word normally target 
AO2 (demonstrating understanding).  However, since this is a 
fieldwork question the AO mapping is instead AO3. The same 
rules should be applied, i.e. a reason and then development is 
needed through clear explanation to secure the second mark.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks.  

The first idea about time of data is a valid reason that can affect reliability, so 1 mark here.  This is 
then developed by explaining that fact that traffic flows vary and the reasons why, so a second mark 
for this.  However, the response fails to close the idea of how this might have influenced reliability, 
e.g. causing inaccuracy or less reliability.  This would have secured the third mark.  

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark.  

The first idea about poor data collection and resulting in errors is worth 1 mark, but it could have 
easily been developed, e.g. by writing about the type of data or more explicitly how errors were 
introduced, i.e. operator, equipment, sampling etc.  

The second point around qualitative and subjectivity is taken to be an additional factor (doesn’t 
link to the first idea in a coherent way).  Therefore this cannot be given credit as it is one factor 
only.  
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Example 10 – Question 6 (e) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Evaluate (fieldwork) 
This is an unfamiliar fieldwork question and has the same AO mapping 
as analyse, but is instead associated with fieldwork resources. Just as in 
the other questions which follow this AO mapping, students are 
required to draw data, information and evidence from the resources in 
order to make links and connections between what is presented to 
them.  
 
This is not an opportunity to write about their own fieldwork.  Instead, 
that experience should provide them with a context by which they can 
understand the resources in the exam.  
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 6 (e)  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks – a secure L2.  The start of the response is rather descriptive, 
but the answer does become more evaluative towards the bottom of the page.  There is a little 
imbalance between the picture and the EQA.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks.  

It shows good balance between AO3 and AO4 and examines each individual resource in an 
analytical way.  There is good use of evaluative language throughout (lots of “buts”, “moreover” 
etc)) and offers alternative ways of performing procedures.  Technical knowledge of fieldwork 
and presentation is secure.  

The inclusion of a very short conclusion, e.g. one sentence would provide closure on the 
evaluation.  This is always good practice in these questions and would have allowed the student 
to get the maximum of 8 marks available. 
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4GE1/02 Paper 2 - Section C 

Example 11 – Question 7 (a)(iii) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Suggest 
Questions that use the ‘Suggest’ command word target both AO2 
(demonstrating understanding) and AO3.  In this instance as its 3 marks 
there is a need for double-development.  Suggest is similar to an 
explain, i.e. to apply understanding, expect suggest is used when there 
is a resource that is likely unfamiliar to the candidate.   
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Mark scheme 

 
Student answers to 7 (a) (iii)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The first part of the response (Reason 1) gains no credit as it is simply a description of that 
pattern, rather than providing a reason.  

The second part (Reason 2) can be given two marks since it suggest a reason (changing rainfall 
patterns) and then develops this by explaining how this has an impact on the soils and 
vegetation.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks.  

The first part of the response (Reason 1) gives and reason (overgrazing) and then provides an 
explanation – so two marks.  

The second part (Reason 2) can only be reward one mark as the comment about population 
growth (a valid reason) does not say how this contributes to desertification.   
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Example 12 – Question 7 (d)(ii) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Suggest 
Questions that use the ‘Suggest’ command word target both AO2 
(demonstrating understanding) and AO3.  In this instance as its 3 marks 
there is a need for double-development.  Suggest is similar to an 
explain, i.e. to apply understanding, expect suggest is used when there 
is a resource that is likely unfamiliar to the candidate.   
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Mark scheme 

 

Student answers to 7 (d) (ii)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 0 marks. 

The response does not identify any relationships between the two variables, instead just 
describes what has happened to CO2 and an impact (not relevant to the response)  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

The response identifies that they are both increasing (1 mark).  However there is no 
development beyond this to secure the additional mark.  The candidate could, for example have 
identified the fluctuations in temperature, compared to the straight line for CO2 (in this 
particular graph)   
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Example 13 – Question 7 (e) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance:  Assess 
Once again the AOs are split between AO3 and AO4 (3+3) marks.  This 
means answers must interpret the resource and extract meaning from 
it, as well as to identify any possible interrelationships.  Its all about 
using evidence from the resource.  
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 7 (e)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. L1 

The response is very generalised with very little use of any information from the resource. As 
this information is limited to AO1 & AO2, it is very difficult to get beyond the bottom of L1.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks.  (L1).  

The response uses some evidence from the resource, e.g. floods and destroying crops.  There 
are also some comments about temperature and the causes.  However, the assessment is very 
limited, as is explicit assessment of the resource, e.g. extraction of data or information.  It all 
tends to be generic with AO1/2 knowledge and understanding which cannot be directly credited 
here.  



   
 

43 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks.  (L2).  

The response gets into L2 since there is explicit use of the resource, using dates, plus recognition 
that disasters have increased.  However, assessment is limited and there is little of the depth or 
range expected at L3.  
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Example 14 – Question 7 (f) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

Guidance:  Discuss 

Preceding questions within this topic follow a chain of thought with resources that 
can be used to support the answer to this 12 mark question.  

Here the AOs are split between AO2, AO3 and AO4 (4+4+4) marks.  This means 
answers must interpret the resources and extract meaning from the, as well as to 
identify any possible interrelationships.  Again, its about using evidence from those 
resources to create both reasoning and argument. 
 
Responses that largely ignore the resources are likely to be locked down into L1; 
those which are descriptive or case-study based will also score low marks. 
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Student answers to 7 (f) 

 

 Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 3 marks.  (L1).  

The response fails to use the resources, therefore AO3 and AO4 marks will be very low, 
restricting the answer to L1.  There are some AO2 ideas, but they tend to be generalised, isolated 
and not supported with any geographical evidence.  Examiners are going to reward credit for 
candidates who can identify interrelationships and then link this to a wider understanding as 
required by the question. 
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Examiner´s comments:  

This response was given 5 marks.  (L2).  

The response uses some evidence from the resources and shows some understanding of the 
concepts required in the question.  Much of the AO2 knowledge is limited and generalised 
however – so not enough to get any higher than 5 marks.  
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