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Session Agenda

● 10:00 Welcome & Introductions

● 10.10    Assessment overview

● 10:15 Assessment objectives

● 11:00 Question types

● 11:15 Mark schemes and examples

● 11.45 Support, resources and final questions

● 12.00 Finish
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Aims and Objectives

Delegates will:  

● Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification.

● Understand the question types for the qualification

● Understand the mark schemes for the qualification

● Practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

● Learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars
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Polls
● How long have you been delivering/teaching this 

qualification?
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Poll
● How confident do you feel in your understanding of the 

assessment objectives for this qualification?
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Poll
● What are the key reasons for attending this session? 



Assessment Objectives
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Assessment overview

2 exam papers: 

• Paper 1: 70 marks, 70 minutes, 40% of 
the qualification

• Paper 2: 105 marks, 105 minutes, 60% 
of the qualification

• Paper 1 and 2 both include Fieldwork 
in Section B, worth 20 marks. 

• Paper 2 also includes Global Issues in 
Section C, worth 35 marks

See page 6 & 7 of the specification. 
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Assessment Objectives
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Assessment overview



11© Pearson Education 2020

AO1 questions

● Can be simple recall  
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AO2 questions
● Can involve concepts and interrelationships.  
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AO2 questions
● can draw on case studies 
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AO3 questions

● Questions requiring students to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical 
information and issues
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AO3 Interpretation Skills: 
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Are there any types of sources candidates 
find more or less challenging? And why? 

Poll 
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Typical AO4 questions

 Questions requiring students to use geographical 
skills. 
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Questions with mixed AOs…
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Questions with mixed AOs…

AO3 (4 marks) / AO4 (4 marks) 

Paper 1 Example: Section A 

Paper 2 Example: Section C 

AO2/ (4 marks) AO3 (4 marks) / AO4 (4 marks) 
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Command words 

● Questions in our exam papers are designed  to use a specific command 
word to guide students 

● The command words represent a range of skills:
● simple recall (Identify, Define) 
● using knowledge (Describe)
● giving reasons (Explain)
● provide more detailed analysis (Evaluate, Assess)
● show particular skills (Calculate, Plot)



22© Pearson Education 2020

Activity 1

• In your delegate pack there is an example Exam 
Question. 

• Try to assign Assessment Objectives to each 
question. 
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Question types 
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Question types: Multiple choice  
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Question types: Short answer  
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Question types: Data response  
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Question types: Data response  
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Question types: Open-ended  
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Question types: Open-ended  
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Fieldwork Questions: Familiar

Familiar questions: These require students to interpret, analyse, evaluate and 
make judgements about their own fieldwork (AO3). They will also require students 
to communicate their findings (AO4). 
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Fieldwork Questions: Unfamiliar
Unfamiliar fieldwork questions: These will relate to the geographical enquiry and data 
collection methods set out in the specification, they will use unfamiliar fieldwork data 
and students will need to show that they can apply their fieldwork understanding and 
skills to interpret and analyse this data (AO3) and communicate their findings (AO4). 
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Mark Schemes
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Mark Schemes (1): Point marked 

• For point-marked questions mark 
schemes remain similar to the 
legacy specification. 

• There is explicit information on 
how the marks are actually given. 
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Mark schemes (2): Indicative content 
• The indicative content is 

organised by AO
• The MS is explicit on 

response expectations. 
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Mark Schemes (3): Levels 
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Activity 2

• In your delegate pack you have two exemplar 
responses for three exam questions, and the related 
resources and mark schemes. 

• Read through the exam responses and attempt to 
mark them using the mark schemes provided.
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Example 1a 

Example 1b 
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Example 2a Example 2b 
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Example 3a Example 3b 



40© Pearson Education 2020

Resources
We offer a range of free 
and paid for resources for 
International GCSE in 
Geography. They have 
been designed to support 
teachers to improve 
learner outcomes.
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Support Overview for International GCSE 
in Geography 
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Getting ready to Teach 
Events

Regional Support ManagerSubject Advisor Results Plus

Getting Started Guide & 
Scheme of Work

Subject interpretation of 
transferable skills

Exemplar Marked 
Responses Access to Scripts PortalExam Wizard
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Pearson Publishing

Student Book
Edexcel International GCSE: Geography 
Student Book
ISBN: 9780435184834
£28.99 

Teacher Pack
Geography Online Teacher Resource Pack
Publisher: Pearson Education
ISBN: 9780435191221

For more information and access 
to samples visit: 
www.pearsonglobalschools.com

http://www.pearsonglobalschools.com/
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What’s on the website? 



44© Pearson Education 2020

Sample Assessment Materials  
and Exemplars 



Your Subject Advisor
Sally Dodsley

Twitter: @Edexcel_Geog

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Sally’s e-updates by completing

This online form

We also have an online community especially for Geography teachers.

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000gPw8SAE/geography
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Any questions?
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Please fill in 
your evaluation 
forms

We value 
your feedback!
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