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Introduction  

This guide has been created using sample student responses to the 2017 

International GCSE (9-1) Geography sample assessment materials.   

 

The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the 

expected standards in the International GCSE (9-1) Geography assessment. The 

guide will focus on a variety of questions from Paper 1 Sections A and B and Paper 

2 Section A and includes guidance on the skills students will be expected to 

demonstrate in particular question types. We will be publishing additional 

exemplars for Paper 2 Sections B and C.  

 

It should be noted that students have done these responses at school, rather than 

under formal exam test conditions, although the mark scheme has been applied in 

the same way as it would be in a live assessment.   Therefore, the commentaries 

and scores should be representative, as much as is possible, of live-paper marking.  

 

The exam shows a wide range of question types, generally ramping in demand and 

difficultly within each question.  This applies to both Paper 1 and Paper 2.  

 

The emphasis on interpreting geographical information (through the use of a wide 

range of resources) should not be underestimated, especially compared to the 

legacy specification.  Also important is the role of Assessment Objectives and how 

these determine the skills that students will need to demonstrate in particular 

question types. Please see our Getting Started guide for more information.  

 

This document should be used alongside other International GCSE (9-1) Geography 

teaching and learning materials available on the Pearson qualifications website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/Geography/2017/teaching-and-learning-materials/Int-GCSE-Geography-Getting-Started-Guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-geography-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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Paper 1: The Physical Environment - Section A  

Example 1 – Question 1 (c) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance: 
Whenever a question starts with the pre-amble 

‘Study Figure…’ students must refer to the 

resource to achieve the AO3 marks. 
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Mark scheme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student answers to 1 (c)  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 

 
This candidate has given two factors (AO2), but has not referred to the 
resource and river discharge in their response so is not awarded the AO3 

marks. 
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 4 marks. 

  
April to October small discharge (1) less rainfall (1) 
Variation in temperature increasing evaporation (1) warmer months such 
as July have a smaller discharge (1)  
The second part of their answer takes a different approach, would expect 
resource to give you the reason and then the development on the river 
regime.  
 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 4 marks.  

 
First part of the answer gives rainfall as a factor (1) and then gives an 
impact on the river regime (1). 
Second part of the answer gives temperature as a factor leading to 

increased evaporation (1) which will lead to a decrease in river discharge 
between April to August (1). 
 

[Escriba una cita del documento o del resumen de un punto 

interesante. Puede situar el  cuadro de texto en cualquier lugar del 

documento. Utilice la ficha Herramientas de cuadro de texto para 

cambiar el formato del cuadro de texto de la cita.] 
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Example 2 - Question 1 (g) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Guidance: 
Analyse – this requires students in the case of this question, to break 

down the diagrams into component parts and then to make evidence – 

based connections as to the processes and the interrelationships 

between them. Evidence based might mean extracting data, or analysing 

differences steepness of rising and recessionary limbs between the three 

rivers in the case of the hydrograph.  There are 4 marks for AO3 and 4 
marks for AO4 available for this response. 
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 1 (g)  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 6 marks. 
 
This response demonstrate specific elements of AO4 and they have used 
all the resources available (AO4). This is strong example of a Level 2 

response.  
 
The candidate talks about rock type but doesn’t develop the argument to 
include other factors. They also talk about the size of the catchment, but 
they don’t talk about grassland and forest. To move into Level 3 the 

candidate should use more evidence from the resource and provide 
connections between the resource and hydrological processes.  
 
A succinct response such as this may not provide a full enough picture and 

take all the different factors into consideration e.g. ‘both R and P are in an 
impermeable rock area so the water drains straight into the river’. The 
candidate has not considered the implications of the vegetation and forest 

type on these hydrographs.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 8 marks. 

 
The candidate uses good terminology throughout. 
They have linked together the resources with their analysis and they offer 
a comparison of the three rivers. This is a balanced and well developed 
argument as they have analysed the differences between all three 

hydrographs, using evidence (AO3). The candidate has used geographical 
skills to obtain accurate information that supports their argument (AO4). 

This response provides logical connections between concepts, for example 
‘River q lies on already wet land and cannot absorb much more water as 
the ground is already saturated. This increases surface run off. However, it 

is on permeable rock so water can move to groundwater stores, decreasing 
surface run-off.’ 
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 8 marks.  

 
The response shows a different approach to obtaining 8 marks. The 
candidate has used geographical skills to obtain accurate information that 

supports the argument (AO4). This response is precise in interpreting the 
resource, uses technical language, and provides an analysis of the 

resource. This response isn’t as strong on providing logical connections 
between concepts (AO3) as the previous response, however it fulfills 
enough of the criteria to achieve Level 3 and the full 8 marks.    
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Example 3 - Question 3 (e) 
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Student answers to 3 (e)  
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 2 marks. 

 
Lava flow damages property leaving people homeless (1) people do not 
evacuate in time, it can kill them (1). 
 
 

Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 2 marks. 

 
Ash clouds travel extremely quickly (1) destroy buildings people cars 
(1). 
 
 

Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 3 marks. 

 
Volcanic eruption causes ash (1) flights get cancelled because ash can 

get in the engines and cause the plane to go down (1) causes low 
visibility creating dangerous flying conditions (1). These were accepted 

as linked ideas (one impact). 
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 3 marks. 

 
This student needs to be encouraged to think about how much they need 
to write as they have written too much in terms of the question.  In these 
types of questions there is limited opportunity to write about a case study, 

unless it helps directly in the development of an explanation.  This 
candidate has however, managed to link their knowledge to the question 

focus.  
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Example 4 - Question 3 (h) 
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 3 (h)  
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 3 marks. 

 
The candidate doesn’t refer to information in the table in order to apply 
understanding and provide evidence for their argument. £81 billion of 
damage is not information from the table and isn’t accurate if it is referring 

to the Haiti 2010 earthquake. The candidate doesn’t say what this means 
i.e. lack of building regulations or poor building materials.  
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 5 marks. 
The candidate uses geographical skills to obtain accurate information that 
supports some aspects of the argument (AO4). There is limited 

interpretation of evidence, except for GDP. 
This response however is imbalanced and tends to focus on GDP (AO3). 

The candidate hasn’t considered what GDP might lead to such as building 
regulations, rescue services, preparation and response.  
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 8 marks. 

 
The candidate provides a balanced and well developed argument that is 
coherent and makes judgements that are supported by evidence e.g.  “The 
higher the GDP the less deaths but the more damage in terms of money” 

and “Whilst wealthier countries have better responses and have plans in 
place” (AO3). 
 



International GCSE (9-1) Geography examiner marked exemplars 

22 
Copyright Pearson Education Ltd 2018 

Section B: Geographical Enquiry 

Example 5 - Question 4 (b) 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 4 (b)  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was not awarded any marks. 
 
The response ‘Easy to do’ is too simplistic and is not worthy of credit. 
This point needs to be explained. 
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Chosen sample strategy 
 

Systematic sampling 
 

Advantage 

Systematic sampling is far easier that random sampling because the 
sample sites are spaced out equally along the river. This means that it 

is possible to get better coverage than just sampling randomly. 
 

Disadvantage 
As the systematic samples are located at specific points it could be 

possible to miss changes along the river. This could mean that the 
results are not accurate. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 1 mark. 

 
The candidate makes the point: ‘regular points down the river as they are 

evenly spaced out’. The response needs to include an explanation of why 
this is an advantage for the additional mark.  
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 

This response was given 4 marks. 
 
The candidate identifies a point for each of the advantage and 

disadvantage and then continues to expand the response further. 
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Example 6 - Question 4 (c) 
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Guidance: 
Evaluate – this requires students to provide a substantiated judgment 

including a brief conclusion.  Describe or explain will never be used for 

these 8 mark fieldwork questions.   There are 4 marks for AO3 and 4 

marks for AO4 available for this response as it is linked to fieldwork.  For 

Level 3 it is going to be important that the candidate shows 

understanding of the “how” and “why” associated with the different parts 
of fieldwork enquiry.  
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Student answers to 4 (c)  

 
I believe that the conclusions I reached as part of my river study were 

partially accurate. When we did the result we followed a systematic 
method of collecting the data for river velocity this means that we had 

accurate results that we could draw conclusions from.  However, we 
only sampled the data at one time during the day and at one time of 

the year. This could mean that the data was anomalous and so any 
conclusions we reached could also be anomalous. 
We thought that our conclusions would be more accurate if we 
measured the river velocity and discharge at different times of the 

year. 
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During our river study we reached a number of conclusions about the 

river channel. Firstly, we reached the conclusion that the width of the 
river increases as you move away from the source of the river. I am 

very confident in the accuracy of this conclusion as we collected data 
systematically at equal distances through the river profile. The data 

collection method enabled us to measure with a tape measure across 
the river from point to point. Our group made this as accurate as 

possible by using the same people to do the measuring and recording. 
This was a strength of our data collection technique.   
The second conclusion we reached was that the depth of the river 
increases as we moved from the source to the mouth. These results 

were very accurate because we used a systematic method of sampling 

and measured at 5 different points across the width of the river. 
The third conclusion was that the gradient of the river decreased as we 

moved closer to the mouth of the river. I believe that this conclusion 
was very accurate as not only did the fieldwork technique and 

equipment we used prove the hypothesis it was clearly evident from a 
visual inspection that as we moved down the river profile that the 

gradient was decreasing.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 

This response was given 3 marks. 

 
The candidate has begun to apply some understanding of how systematic 

data collection can give accurate results. They have also begun to identify 
some limiting factors – although this has not really been developed as fully 

as it could have been (AO3). Some use has been made of geographical 
terminology (AO4), although it is limited.  The answer could have been 
improved by more explicit reference to how the data made conclusions 

anomalous for instance.  
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 6 marks. 

The candidate has given a balanced argument in the evaluation of the 
accuracy of their conclusions. More than one logical connection is made 

between the accuracy of the conclusions and the data collection method 
used. There is a clear understanding of the role of human error in accuracy 
(AO4). 
There is generally clear use of geographical skills and terminology (AO4). 
The methods used to collect data are outlined with clarity. The candidate 

has also begun to explore how results could be made more accurate overall 
(AO3). 

To get into Level 3 the response needs more detail around what they 

did and how that linked to what they found, all linked to accuracy.   
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Paper 2: The Human Environment - Section A 

Example 1 - Question 1 (c) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Mark scheme 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Guidance: 
When you see ‘Study Figure…’ you must use the 

resource in your response. This is demonstrating 
AO3 by interpreting the resource. 
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Student answers to 1 (c)  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was not given any marks. 

 
This response presents us with a reason why the factory may have been 

built in this location, but there is no evidence in the resource of government 
incentives for building. 
 

 
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 

This response was given 1 mark. 

 
The candidate has correctly interpreted that there is a lot of space in the 
photograph so is awarded 1 mark for AO3, but the reason isn’t specific 

enough to gain the second mark for AO2. The reasoning must be related to 
factors that influence the location of factories. 
 

 
 

 

Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 2 marks. 

 
AO3 and AO2 targeted by this question so the response must use direct 
evidence from the Figure 1a. “Large area of open space” (AO3 interpreting 

the resource), “this means there is room to expand” (AO2 demonstrating 
understanding). 
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Example 2 - Question 1 (f) 
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Guidance: 

Questions that use the ‘Explain’ command word target AO2 

(demonstrating understanding) and therefore marks will not be 

awarded for simply stating a management method, marks will 

only be awarded for providing an explanation of how the 
management methods is sustainable. 
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Student answers to 1 (f)  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner´s comments:  
 

This response was given 2 marks. 

 
The first part of this response was not given any marks because strict 
environmental laws are not specific enough and may not have any link to 
energy.  
 
The second part of the response gives a clear explanation with 

development. Offering grants for renewable energy (1 mark) which will cut 
down the use of non-renewable (1 mark). 
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 3 marks. 

 
In both parts of this response the candidate has provided a partial 
explanation rather than a developed explanation. They need to link their 

comment to sustainability, but this first part was given 1 mark. The second 
part of this response has enough development to achieve the second mark.  
 

Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 3 marks. 

 
The first part of this response gives an example and an initial reason, but 
it doesn’t develop the explanation by linking the point about renewable 
energy to sustainability. 
 
The second part of this response is awarded 1 mark for using the example 

of HEP and a further 1 mark for linking HEP and other renewable sources 
to carbon emissions, which is an expansion of the first point.  
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Example 3 – Question 1 (g) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Guidance: Analyse 

Investigate an issue by breaking it down into individual 

components and making logical, evidence-based connections 

about the causes and effects or interrelationships between the 
components. 
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Mark scheme 
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Student answers to 1 (g)  
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 5 marks. 
 
The candidate has picked some accurate information about the general trends in 

the area graph (AO4), but they have also misinterpreted the resource so some the 
data used as evidence is inaccurate.  

 
The response provides an overview and uses evaluative language to express ideas 
about energy.  AO3 overview is stronger than the A03 part of this response. 
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Examiner´s comments:  
 
This response was given 6 marks. 
 

This response contains well-argued reasons and it is partially evaluative in style 
(AO3) (“nuclear barely used in 1965 simply because of how expensive it was to 
build a nuclear power-plant”). The candidate has made some use of the resource 

and has picked up the general trends (AO4).  
 

There however isn’t enough precise use of information from the resource (AO4) 
e.g. figures and rates of change in order to get this response into Level 3, so it is 
held back by the AO4 component.  
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Examiner´s comments:  

 
This response was given 8 marks. 
 
This response is strong on AO3. The candidate applies understanding to 

deconstruct the graph and provide logical connections (AO3) e.g. ‘As 
countries are becoming more developed people will have more disposable 
income to spend on electrical products’.   
 
There is more AO4 than AO3 in this response. When you refer to the band 

descriptors there is sufficient quality of thought to reach Level 3. This 
response talks a lot about rates of change and explains the geography shown 

in the resource. 
 


