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Introduction The benefits of modular assessment

International GCSEs are offered
by thousands of schools around e - Students Educators and Parents

the world to millions of students. '- : / The modular International GCSE route provides Choosing a modularroute can support teachers,

Theyare Widely recognised and learners with an authentic form of assessment exam officers, and parents.
_ ] - : thatreflects how today’s students take other , L ,
accepted as modern’ progreSS|Ve ] g f : assessments in their lives. e Providesteacherswithrich mld—CyCle data O'n
. . : " AF 35 S learner performance from post-exam analysis
quallﬁcatlons byunlver8|t|esand y 2 * Reducesmentalload and stress by allowing support tools, such as ResultsPlus.
employers. >y N students to focus on one year of curriculum at

o |Offers greater flexibility for exam administration

atime and spreads out their exams over two
across the schoolyear.

years.

e Where parents pay exam fees, it helps with
budgeting by enabling families to spread their
child’s exam fees over two years.

e Provides more opportunities to demonstrate
skills and abilities and optimise feedback to
improve students’ performance.

Meeting the needs of
more students

Allows students to take exams when they’re
ready, like they do with othertests, and take

To meet the changing demands 3 | _ : " advantage of multiple resit opportunities.
of world economies, International '

GCSE qualifications must evolve .

to meet the requirements of y o | y
university and employment. One key '

recommendation from The Future of

Qualifications and Assessment Report

(Pearson 2022) was to:

“Make GCSEs work better for all

learners. They are versatile and valued

qualifications, but there is room for Contents

innovation.”

1 Benefits of modular

Until now, International GCSEs that are assessment

offered by allawarding organisations,
including Pearson Edexcel, are linear
intheirapproach - thismeans all the
exams are taken altogether at the end

2 How the modular route works
3

of the 2-year programme of study. 4 Anewroute fortoday’s learner
6
8

Availability and subjects "

In2023, we introduced a modular
approach which means the exams
can be taken throughout the 2-year
programme of study.

Structure and content
Teachingandlearning

. _ 10 Making entries
Pearson Edexcelis the only awarding

organisation to offer the choice of linear 12 Understanding results
ormodularassessment, so you can

meet the needs of more students. 15 Recognition

16 Resits

16 Results support

17 Progression




How the modularroute works

Units can be assessedin any
exam series

With the modular route, there are no restrictions
on students taking units together; all units can
be treated separately, and they can be takenin
any International GCSE exam series (May/June
and/or November).

No time limits to the
qualification

Students can take andresit individual unit
assessmentsin any series. This means students
have more opportunities to get feedback to
improve their performance and get the grades
they needto progress.

Students ‘cashin’ unit results
whenready

Once astudent has all theirunit results for the
qualification they are taking, they ‘swap’ those for
agrade - thisis called ‘cashingin’. To cash-in, all
units must have been entered. Learn more about
cash-insonpagell.

Modular units canbe
takenin any exam series “
available in November

and May/June

Scanthe QR code to watch ourlatest webinar
on modular International GCSEs. Find out
about the qualification, the differences to a
linear route and the virtues of each approach.

Modular
International
GCSE
availability

Subjects

All course materials including
Specifications, Getting Started Guides,
Course Planners, Schemes of Work,
Sample Assessment Materials and
Exemplars are available for all of the
following subjects:

e International GCSE (9-1) Accounting
e International GCSE (9-1) Biology

e International GCSE (9-1) Chemistry
* International GCSE (?-1) Commerce
* International GCSE(?-1) Economics

e International GCSE (9-1) Englishas a
SecondlLanguage

e International GCSE (9-1) English
Language A

e International GCSE (9-1) English
Literature

e International GCSE (9-1) Geography
e International GCSE (9-1) History

* |nternational GCSE (9-1) Mathematics A

e International GCSE (9-1) Physics

e International GCSE (9-1) Religious
Studies

e International GCSE (9-1) Science
(Double Award).

The modularassessmentrouteis only
available to schools outside of the UK.




Anew modularapproach fortoday’s

learner

Time for a new modular approach

P
GCSE examinations predominantly ‘ 2007
modularin structure
ModularInternational Alevelintroduced @ 2013
All GCSE examinationsbecomelinear @ 2014
Time forschools to chooge theright 2023
approachfortheirstudents
\

Historically,
government
reforms have
moved betweena
linearand modular
assessment
approach. So
why not have the
choice of both?!

Flexibility to meet the needs of more students

Example ways to use modularinyour school to meet the needs of more students and cohorts.

Year] Year 2
November June November June
: , : , November
exam series exam series exam series exam series

A simple approach with more flexibil

Traditional Modular
® Too manyunits
® Toomany exams andresits

® Disruptedteachingand
learning

® Terminal assessment

® | essflexible than modular

New modular
International GCSE

strikes the right
Linear balance

® Currentassessment model

Routel
Linearapproach +resit

Unit1
Unit 1resit
Unit 2

Y10 + T modular

Route 3
Y11 modular + Resit

Unit 1/2 resit

Unit 2

Unit orderflipped

Unit 1

Here are just some of the routes and examples which demonstrate how modularis being used.

Route 1 - Thisis the first step into modular
assessment. Schools continue toteachinalinear
way across 2-years, Year 10 to Year 11, and enter
students forboth unit papersinthe 2nd year (May/
June exam series). Thisis like the linear route, but
the bigbenefitisit means that the students can
resitindividual unit exams. The student can pick the
unit examto focus onandresititin November, or
the following June. It allows focus on the areas that
needtobeimproved.

Route 2 - Inthisroute the student would sit one
unitexam at the end of Year10. They would benefit
from feedback on their performance and have
the option toresitin November, before sitting the
second unitexam at the end of Year 1.

Route 3 - This route allows students to split the
assessment across two exam seriesin Year 11(2nd
year of study). It still spreads the exams out but
means students have more time to prepare, and
they are older.

Route 4 - Forsome subjects, such as geography
and history, there is the option of taking Unit 2
before Unit 1. This works well where there are clear
splits, forexample in geography where thereis a
physical and human split and it meets a schools
individual scheme of work.




Modular Subject Guides
International

GCS E . To help you make theright choice between linear ormodular, take alook at our subject guides which

structure

contain more detail about the structure and content forboth approaches.

New
innovations
and support

New
innovations
and support

New
innovations
and support

New
innovations
and support

@ Pearson

@ Pearson
Edexcel

@ Pearson
Edexcel

@ Pearson
Edexcel

Edexcel

Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE

Humanities

History & Global Citizenship

Pearson Edexcel
International GCSEs

Accounting, Business, Commerce
and Economics

Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE
English Language and Literature

oy . Pearson Edexcel
Regardless of the assessment ] International GCSE

route, the specification content, Mathematics
units, papers, total marks,

and exam time remain the

same. Bothlinearand modular
assessments adhere to the same
design principles.

Geography

This means all linear past papers
and exam support is perfect
preparation for modular exams.

Mathematics specifications: ) The differences between Pearson
Linear Approach dow with Edexcel International GCSE (9-1)
Mathematics A and B: Linear Approach

Pearson New

innovations
Edexcel and support

exam series

‘ e
Unique features across all Pearson Edexcel i

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9 -1) Mathematics specifications

L] ] L] H
International GCSE Mathematics A MathematicsB. | Further Pure Mathematies preT—y prese—
I | y u J . (aMAT) M) @pn1) (aMAT) M)
en
SC e Ce Closest to the UK GCSE t0a Pr tier Higher | (grades 9-4) with an allowable
Sology, Chimisy, Physice, Human Bology O ek REE]

Science (Single Award;
Science (Single Award) 22 hour papers.

Subject Structure Subject Structure - e —
Accounting * These subjects Mathematics A * ModularMaths and Science e | T e
Commerce use exactly Biology specifications and assessments e DO DA
. the same . have beendividedinto discrete

Economics L Chemistry

. specification . content areas.
EnglishLanguage A content and Physics o entbet '

. . . L]
Eﬂg|ISh Literature assessment Science (Double) econten e weenlinear ) Mathematics A: Modular Approach Modular content summar,

, and modularwill be the same, it
Geography mOdel as ||near' ' . ' An alternative assessment route for Pearson Edexcel
may simply appearin different : ‘
History assessments e.g. paper 2instead @ pearson i
. ; dexcel et

Religious Studies of paper]. Fdexce i

International GCSE
English as a Second Language

Modular exam structure

Foundation Tier Foundation Tier.

Subject Structure

New Englishas a e This qualification has four equally weighted units and is structured so students can

Second Language siteachunit either alltogether at the end of the course, orindividually in any exam . B

2023 (first series. —— S T
assessment 2025) e :

e Asitisaskills-based qualification, we would recommend that learners cover all
four skill areas before sitting exams, but there are no restrictions on entering any
unitsinany order.

Explore Pearson Edexcel qualifications by subject at quals.pearson.com View all subject guides in our marketing toolkit
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Teaching and Learning Support

Approach

We use the same approach to content and
assessment across both modularand linear
International GCSE to ensure the same standard.

The specification content, number of units,
number of papers, total marks, and total exam time
are allthe same. Therefore, the teaching timeiis the
same, irrelevant of the assessment route chosen.

Teaching sequence

You canteach the unitsin any order, although
some subjects we would recommend you teach
Unit1content, followed by Unit 2 content (see
page 6). Our specifications and schemes of work
outline recommendations and suggestions for the
order of teaching.

Every unitis designedto be at the same standard,
sothereisno changeindemandbetweenunits 1
and 2. Itis worth considering this when entering
studentsin Year 10, although they have an
opportunity to improve theirgradein Year 1.

Support

Support forall Pearson Edexcel International GCSE

modular subjectsis the same aslinearincludes:
e Specifications

e Sample Assessment Materials

e Getting Started Guides

e CoursePlanners

e Schemes of Work

* Mapping Documents

e Training (andrecordings of past training)

* Mark Schemes

e Pastpapers: ExamWizard, an exam preparation
tool, allows you to access all past exam content
to generate practice exam papers and mark
schemes, formodularandlinear. Linear past
papers are also ideal for modular.

Using mid-cycle results analysis

ResultsPlus, the post-exam results analysis tool, provides a detailed breakdown of students’
performance. This mid-cycle data will help you identify areas where students need to improve
intheirresits.

In addition, our free Access to Scripts service allows you to view your candidates’ marked papers online
ordownload as a PDF.

This provides visibility and richinsight that performance data alone cannot provide.

The following diagram shows how you can use ResultPlus and Access to Scripts to inform teaching,
learning, andrevision forresits or as preparation for the next modular exam.

Paper1(resit)

and/or Paper 2

Quantitative analysis
ACCESSTO SCRIPTS
Qualitative analysis

—
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Making entries

10

Making entries forindividual
units

Anentryisrequired foreach unit which a student
intends to take in an exam series.

Units can be takenin any order but you should
consult the specificationto seeif thereis a
recommended order. Inmost cases, students are
expectedto sit Unit1first. Students must retain
one unit forassessmentin the exam series in which
they will enter the cash-in code to certificate.

Unique candidate identifiers

Aunique candidate identifier (UCl) is areference
that’s unique to a candidate and lasts for the
duration of their study. It's used to aggregate unit
results formodular exams. Without it, candidates
may not be given their full results. If a candidate
transfers to your school, you should try to obtain
their UCI from their previous centre or from any
results documentation they've been given.

Entries for qualification
awards ‘cashing-in’

Once astudent has gained orhas entered for

the appropriate units, an entry can made for the
qualification award. This is known as ‘cashingin’
oraggregationandis the indication to Pearson
Edexcelthat the student wishes to complete the
qualification andreceive a grade and certification.

Cashinginoraggregationis not automatic. It
canonly be applied forwhen the student has
entered fororgained both units fortheir chosen
modular International GCSE. Applying to cashinor
aggregateisnotanentry foraunit orcombination
of units. Specific entries must stillbe made for the
remaining units.

Candidates who have sufficient unit results for
anaward but have not cashed in oraggregated
may do soretrospectively but will be liable for
late cash-infees.

Understanding entry codes
Forinternational GCSE, if the code beings with:

4W itis aunit code foranindividual unit or Paper
(e.g.PaperlorPaper?)

4Xitisa‘cash-in’ code fora qualification award

Your entries information
manual

Full details about entry codes for each
qualification and subject for any given exam
series can be foundin the information manual.
This, along with other entry support, canbe
accessed via the support portal.

quals.pearson.com/support
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U nd ersta nd in g resuy |tS Candidate Statement of Provisional Results (CSOR)

The following is an example Candidate Statement of Results (CSOR) fora student’s
International A Levelresults.

Results formodular qualifications are What are ‘raw marks’ and

reported as:

€ 3 H 7
e Unitresults which are reported as uniform marks U M S ma rkS ' Qualification Title (e.g. International
GCSE orInternational A Level)

(UMS) and unit grades. Unit results are cashed-in

. e e Theraw markis the number of marks alearner
toreceive the overall qualification grade.

achievedinanexam.

C Qualificatipp results which are Ireported as e The UMS mark (Uniform Mark Scale)is a
grades. Thisis the grade that will be needed N —,
by for progression to further study (e.g.
International A Level and IB Diploma course) and As thisis a modular qualification, units can be
university. takenin different exam series. To ensure that

any differencesin the difficulty of exams are

. . , Exam series
considered when adding up alearner’s marks to

Grade boundaries give an overall qualification grade, we convert the
‘raw’ or exam paper markinto a UMS mark, which s

Forallmodular units, grade boundaries are the final mark.

Award Code s the

determined at awarding meetings following each cashed-in code

exam series in terms of the raw marks for the
unit. These raw mark grade boundaries are then

translated onto a uniform mark scale (UMS) which The uniform mark scale at unit and qualification Unit dates show ﬁg?c';i!‘:gfrs
has fixed grade boundaries. level are provided in the specification for each BT — B Gualification title.

modularInternational GCSEin the ‘Awarding exam was taken.
Information enabling UMS marks to be equated to andreporting’ section.
modular grades will also be provided. If a student
has applied to cashin oraggregate, a qualification — Lowercaseletters
result will also be issued. The result will be reported ? 'nd'gatele't
as agrade whichis calculated by adding up the Unit codes for ﬁ_.j S
bestuniform marks for each unit required. International E—_:

GCSEand

International A
Level beginwith
orcontain a‘W’.

The units takenin this exam series are
listed here. You can see that WBI13
Biology 3is aresit but the previous
betterresult has been usedin the overall
cash-in (aggregation).

(RN

|

\
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Recognition

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are
recognised across the world as modern,
progressive qualifications. They provide learners
with the skills and knowledge they need to
progress to International A levels (IAL®) and onto

the most prestigious universities across the world.

Modular International GCSEs have been
benchmarked by Ecctis and the study confirmed
the comparability in qualification size, content,
learning outcomes, and assessment to GCSE and
linear International GCSE.

No matter which route students choose, the final
qualification awarded will be International GCSE as
the certificate example opposite shows.

Certificates

The certificatesissued for Pearson Edexcel
International GCSEs are the same for modular
andlinearandinclude:

e Qualification ‘International GCSE’
e Seriesandyear

e Candidate name

e Schoolname

e Subject(eg. Mathematics)

e Grade

Benchmarking and recognition

Ecctis, the organisation that provides official UK
national agency services (including the development
andrecognition of global qualifications) on behalf

of the UK Government in qualifications, skills,

and migration, has evaluated and benchmarked
Pearson Edexcel’s International GCSEs, both
linearand modular.

The study confirms the comparability in qualification
size, content, learning outcomes, and assessment.

IAL® = International Advanced Level.
IALis aregistered trademark of Pearson Education Ltd in the UK
and other countries.

Pearson
Edexcel International
GCSE

JUNE 2025

This is to certify that
SAMPLE CANDIDATE
SAMPLE SCHOOL

achieved the following results in

One Subject
MATHEMATICS

@‘ Pearson
Edexcel

GRADE 6 (six)

99999:9999:.20000001:010101:ISSUED 30-SEP-2025

o jamray
e, {Arar
L -

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

{yEcctis

Benchmarklng the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE

Ecctis has found the Linear and Modular International GCSE, awarded by Pearson

Edexcel, comparable to UK GCSE standard.

Context and scope

Pearson Edexcel offer a range of qualifications for
UK and international markets. Self-regulated by
Pearson, International GCSEs are aimed at 14—
16-year-olds and are designed to support
progression onto upper secondary. Offered both
in the UK and internationally, Pearson Edexcel
International GCSEs are designed for students
around the world and are adapted for local
contexts.

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are
currently offered in two assessment routes, Linear
and Modular. The Modular International GCSE
was first introduced in 2023. As such, Ecctis was
commissioned by Pearson to conduct an
independent evaluation and benchmarking of the
Linear and Modular International GCSEs in
relation to the UK GCSEs. This follows a
benchmarking evaluation in 2019 which found the
Linear Intemational GCSE comparable to GCSE
standard

Copyright © 2024 Ecotis

Five International GCSEs were evaluated and
compared to their GCSE subject counterparts in
terms of their aims, content, learning outcomes
(@ims and assessment objectives) and
assessment. The sample included Chemistry,
Geography, English Language A, History and
Mathematics A.

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs

International GCSEs are two-year programmes
and consist of 120 guided learning hours (GLH).
This sits at Years 10 and 11 in the UK education
system. There is a degree of flexibility with the
duration, as some students may be able to
complete their studies in one year, and the
delivery of International GCSEs may be adapted
to the needs of various countries’ secondary
education systems as well as individual schools
and candidates.

International GCSEs do not have specific entry
requirements. However, certain subjects do have
recommended guidelines for levels of prior
learning. The International GCSEs help students

projects@ecctis.com

15
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Resits

Progression

One of the many benefits of the
modular approachis that students
can take and resit individual unit
assessmentsin any exam series.
This means students have more
opportunities to get feedback to
improve their performance and get
the grades they need to progress.

Students canresit linear International
GCSE but allunit exams have to be
takenin a single exam series.

Thereisnolimit onthe number

of modularresits. However, only

the better of the two most recent
attempts will be available for
aggregation to a qualification grade.

Results
support

In addition to our post results
services such as ResultPlus and
Accessto Scripts (see page 9), our
Customer Support portal contains
awealth of support onresults for
Teachers, Heads of Centre, Exam
Officers, Students, and Parents.
There are alsolinks to help you
connectwith theright team.

quals.pearson.com/support

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are excellent
preparation for Pearson EdexcelInternational A
Levels (IAL®), International BTECs orthe IB Diploma,
and progression onto the world’s top universities.

Equipping learners with
transferable skills and
knowledge

Pearson EdexcelInternational GCSEs lay the
groundwork foryour students to progress to the
universities across the world. They are designed to
instilland embed the skills that help learners grow
into resilient, curious and globally connected young
adults. Opportunities to develop transferable skills
such as problem solving, critical thinking, leadership
and collaboration, are integrated throughout each
of ourInternational GCSE qualifications to ensure
learners have the skills and knowledge they need to
progress onto the next level of study.

From International GCSE
to Alevels, BTECsorthelB
Diploma

As the next step up fromInternational GCSE,
International A Levels are designed for students
aged16-18 whowant to progress to the best
universities around the world. They use the popular
and flexible modular approach which means

exams are taken at the end of each unit of study or
throughout the programme of study when students
feel prepared andready. We work closely with
higher educationinstitutions around the world to
secure recognition for our qualifications.

Global recognition for
International A Levels

Over 650 higher educationinstitutions worldwide
recognise and accept Pearson Edexcel International
Alevel qualifications for entry onto undergraduate
degree courses.

You can be confident that these qualifications

equip students with the skills and knowledge that
admissions teams and employers are looking for.
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About Pearson
qualifications

Pearson’s qualifications heritage
stretches back over 150 years and our
qualifications are offered in more than 110
countries worldwide. We also mark over
10 million exam scripts peryear on behalf
of the UK Department for Education.
Pearson Edexcelisregulated by Ofqual,
the UK’s qualifications regulator,
ensuring our curricula meet the highest
standards and our exams follow carefully
controlled procedures at every stage

of theirdevelopment, delivery, marking
andreporting.

Learn more about our qualifications at
quals.pearson.com

Talk tous

Whetheryou're a teacherinspiring
achievementinthe classroom, a parent
supporting your child’s learning journey,
oraschoolowner seeking the best
outcomes foryour students, we can
support youwith ourinspiring and proven
international curriculum, qualifications
and publishedresources.

Learn more about how we support
international schools and contact us at
pearson.com/international-schools

)Pearson

Published 2025
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