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Your guide to our resources
In this guide you’ll find information about our print and digital resources for the latest 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) qualifications to support students and teachers 
in international schools. With a strong focus on progression, recognition and transferable 
skills, our resources support learning in a local context to a global standard.

Contents

2 	 Pearson iProgress Curriculum

3 	 International GCSE Curriculum

4 	 New for International GCSE

5 	� Why choose Pearson’s 
International GCSE (9–1) 
resources?

6–7 	 Teaching Hubs

8  	 Student Books

9–11 	 What’s in our Student Books?

12 	 Power Starters

13 	 Contact us

1

Resources for  
Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs 
Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

GOOD TO KNOW

	 All products are suitable for English Language Learners

	� Our digital resources are available on ActiveLearn and our new International  
GCSE Teaching Hubs available on our Connexus platform.

This is a guide to our products and subject offerings. For the full range  
of products, please visit pearson.com/international-schools.

iProgress with Pearson 
Edexcel
iPrimary and iLowerSecondary are part of 
iProgress, a complete suite of academic 
qualifications for 3 to 19-year-olds 
attending international schools that are 
following a UK-style curriculum. 

See page 2

NEW

New innovations and support
We continue to develop and innovate our 
qualifications, assessment, and resources  
to meet the needs of today’s educators  
and learners with a modular assessment  
route, onscreen assessment and Teaching  
Hubs to deliver gold-standard lessons.

See page 4

NEW

New Teaching Hubs
The the ultimate, end-to-end programme for  
teaching and learning excellence at international  
GCSE. Now available for GCSE Science Single  
Award and Science Double Award.

See pages 6–7

https://www.pearson.com/international-schools


Modern, progressive qualifications for globally minded learners

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are globally recognised qualifications with academic content 
and assessment designed specifically for international learners aged 14–16. Studied in over 100 
countries, they are available in 37 subjects and are equivalent, grade for grade, to UK GCSEs and 
accepted globally. 

They provide the skills and knowledge needed to progress to A Levels, International A Levels, BTECs, 
the IB Diploma, and onto university and into employment. 

•	 Designed for international students with relevant international topics and the use of culturally 
sensitive, local contexts where possible to engage students and allow for learning in a local context 
to a global standard. 

•	 Approved by a panel of world-class qualification experts, unique to Pearson, who ensure our 
qualifications represent international best practice. 

•	 Unrivalled support resources, tools and services include subject advisors, face-to-face and 
online training events and professional development courses, getting started guides, schemes of 
work, lesson plans, skills development support, exemplar marked responses and teacher guides, 
as well as the curriculum-matched, endorsed published student books and online teaching and 
learning resources.

•	 �Ages 3–11 iPrimary including Early Years curriculum / UK national curriculum

•	 Ages 11–14 iLowerSecondary / UK national curriculum

•	 Ages 14–16 Pearson Edexcel International GCSE / GCSE

•	 Ages 16–19 Pearson Edexcel International AS/A Level / A Level

iPROGRESS PATHWAY

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE qualifications are available in 37 subjects (linear assessment) 
with 16 subjects available for modular assessment.

International GCSE

Specification
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English Language A (Modular) (4XEA1)

First teaching September 2023 

First examination June 2024

First certification August 2025

Issue 1

English Language A (9–1)
(Modular)

International GCSE
Mathematics (Specification A) (9–1)
(Modular)

Specification
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics (Specification A) 

(Modular) (4XMAF/4XMAH)

First teaching September 2024 

First examination June 2025

First certification August 2025

Issue 2

International GCSE

Specification
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Biology (Modular) (4XBI1)

First teaching September 2024 

First examination June 2025

First certification August 2025

Issue 1

Biology (9–1)
(Modular)

Pearson Edexcel International GCSEs are part of iProgress, our complete series of 
academic qualifications for 3 to 19-year-old learners at international schools following a 
UK-style curriculum. 

Renowned across the world for academic excellence, Pearson Edexcel International 
GCSEs provide learners with the skills and knowledge they need to progress to 
International A Levels (IAL®) and onto the most prestigious universities across the world. 

At every stage, our iProgress continuum delivers a consistent learning journey with 
world class support, assessments and teaching and learning resources for students and 
teachers, everywhere in the world.
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International GCSE Curriculum
iProgress Curriculum | Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital 

3Learn more at pearsoninternational-schools.com/internationalgcse

Pearson iProgress Curriculum
iProgress Curriculum | Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

Marketing and branding support for 
success

Digital and print curriculum-matched 
published resources for teachers and 
students

Comprehensive planning, teaching, 
learning and assessment support 

Training and professional development 
for your teachers

iPROGRESS
iPrimary iLowerSecondary International 

GCSE (9–1)
International  

AS/A Level

Ages 3–11 Ages 11–14 Ages 14–16 Ages 16–19

Includes Early Years. 
Covers 11 subjects

Covers 11  
subjects

Available for  
37 subjects

Available for 
21 subjects

Scan the code to download our 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 
qualifications guide

Pearson Edexcel  
International GCSEs
A guide for educators

Modern qualifications for globally minded students

New  
innovations  
and support

See inside!

Learn more at quals.pearson.com/iprogress

http://pearsoninternational-schools.com/internationalgcse
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel/about-edexcel-international.html
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New for International GCSE
Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

Why choose Pearson’s International  
GCSE (9–1) resources?   

	 ��Relevant for international 
learners

Content is specifically developed to ensure it 
is appropriate for international learners with a 
range of relevant contexts, photos, examples and 
currencies. Language is reviewed by a specialist 
to ensure materials are written in a clear and 
accessible style.

	 �Matched to the latest Pearson 
Edexcel qualifications

Our resources provide full coverage of the latest 
Pearson Edexcel, whether they follow the linear or 
modular assessment routes, and are endorsed by 
Pearson Edexcel. 

	 �Teaching and learning  
excellence

Teaching Hubs are our ultimate, end-to-end 
teacher support programme. Each course  
contains meticulous, step-by-step lesson plans, 
media-rich resources and carefully curated 
assessment tools, providing teachers with the 
tools to teach International GCSEs consistently, 
creatively and with complete confidence.

	 �Practice to support  
progression 

End-of-unit tests and exam-style practice provide 
opportunities to effectively assess understanding 
and progress, so students can familiarise 
themselves with examination techniques to make 
the best progress they can.	 �Online answers 

Answers to questions from the Student Books are 
available online.

	 �Signposted transferable  
skills

Transferable skills, needed for progression into 
higher education and employment, are embedded 
throughout the Student Books, and explicitly 
signposted, allowing learners to understand, engage 
with, and utilise the skills they’re gaining.

	 �Supporting learning beyond 
the classroom

Each Student Book provides 3-year access to 
an ActiveBook, which is a digital version of the 
Student Book, and can be accessed online, 
anytime, anywhere.

International GCSE Teaching Hubs
The International GCSE Teaching Hubs ensure 
consistent teaching and learning excellence 
by providing a complete guidance package 
for schools, with gold standard lesson plans, 
assessment preparation and practice, and 
professional development modules. Now available 
for English as a Second Language, English 
Language A, Mathematics A, Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry, Business, Science Single Award and 
Science Double Award.

NEW

A choice of paper-based and 
onscreen assessment
Onscreen assessment is the natural evolution of 
testing  in a world where so much teaching and 
learning is onscreen. Students love sitting their 
exams in a format that is familiar to them. Offering 
students the choice to sit either onscreen or 
paper exams ensures the best possible outcomes, 
preparing them for the workplace and further 
education. Due to its popularity we have now 
added even more subjects.

NEW

A choice of modular or linear 
International GCSEs
The modular approach splits assessments into 
units which are taken over several exam series. 
Pearson Edexcel is the only awarding body to 
offer a modular route for International GCSEs as 
an alternative to the linear assessment route.

NEW

We ensure our qualifications, assessment and resources support you, your school, and your students 
in achieving the best chance of success in today’s world.

5Learn more at pearsoninternational-schools.com/internationalgcse
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6 Learn more at pearsoninternational-schools.com/iGTeachingHubs

Each course contains meticulous, 
step-by-step lesson plans, media-
rich resources and carefully curated 
assessment tools, providing teachers 
with the support they need to teach 
International GCSEs consistently, 
creatively and with complete confidence.

Five professional development modules 
are available within each course 
to support planning, teaching and 
examination preparation:

1.	 Welcome

2. 	� Common 
Misconceptions and Mistakes

3. 	 Mock Examinations

4. 	� Preparing for the International 
GCSE Examinations

5. 	 Self-reflection and Next Steps.

Comprehensive and easy to use, this 
next generation online platform is 
available as an annual subscription.

Unlock teaching and learning excellence with the ultimate, 
end-to-end programme for International GCSE

Scan this code 
to access free 

trials

  ...it has been a valuable resource for teachers 
to facilitate learning activities in class that remain 
consistent across multiple sets of the subject in the 
same year group, and for students to be able to see 
standardisation in classroom experiences across 
these groups too. Students have shown higher levels 
of involvement and enthusiasm in their own efforts 
due to the richness and variety available.  

Mahesh Warrier, Head of Chemistry - Epsom College, Malaysia

Invaluable support for International GCSE 
qualification delivery

International GCSE Teaching Hubs
Ages 14–16 | Digital

NEWNEW

Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

Comprehensive schemes of work for all guided 
teaching hours help you plan your time and 
deliver your lessons to a high standard – whether 
you are a specialist or non-specialist teacher.

Every lesson provides an overview, teacher 
guidance an extended lesson plan and linked to 
resources, so you have everything in one place to 
save you time.

Get your students exam-ready with 
homework to consolidate learning, exam-style 
questions and past papers for practice.

A complete planning and teaching solution for all International  
GCSE teachers
Written by subject experts and experienced teachers, the new Teaching Hubs provide complete coverage 
of all guided teaching hours and can be used for live teaching as well as advance preparation.

All lesson plans follow a consistent 
structure and give in-depth instructions 
for communicating the new learning points, 
helping you deliver great lessons.

7

Every lesson plan is scripted for 60 minutes 
of teaching time with time allocations to suit 
different lesson lengths.

https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/International-GCSE/international-gcse-teaching-hubs.html


98 Learn more at pearsoninternational-schools.com/internationalgcse

For Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1), with progression, 
international relevance, exam practice and support at their core.

311reading skills text analysis 311PaPer 2 literary heritage texts

symbolic where a person, object or event 
is used by a writer to convey a meaning 
beyond its literal meaning

static not moving; fixed

The Scarlet Letter that hangs around Hester’s neck is also a symbol. Indeed, it 
is a symbol that is repeated at significant points in the plot. First, it is repeated 
in the letter ‘A’ that the meteor makes in the sky as Hester, Dimmesdale and 
Pearl stand on the scaffold. Much later, it is repeated again in the letter ‘A’ 
carved on Hester and Dimmesdale’s shared grave. The ‘A’ is a particularly 
interesting symbol because its meaning changes. It starts off as a symbol 
of Hester’s crime and sin, but by the end of the novel it serves instead as a 
symbol of her goodness. This shows that, while some symbols are static and 
have fixed meanings, Hawthorne is also interested in the way that the meaning 
of symbols can shift and become a site of conflict. For example, when Hester 
uses her embroidery skills to make the letter beautiful and therefore contradict 
its original Puritanical purpose, this is a sign of this symbolic conflict. 

activity 4

▼  understanding the text

Pick a theme of The Scarlet Letter and list the ways in which Hawthorne 
uses symbolism to communicate it. For example, you could say, ‘The 
theme of the restrictiveness of Puritan society is communicated through 
symbols of punishment, such as the prison, the scaffold and Hester 
Prynne’s scarlet letter.’

1    Compare and contrast the characters of Roger Chillingworth and Arthur 
Dimmesdale. You must consider language, form and structure and refer to 
the context of the novel in your answer.     (30 marks)

2    How does Hawthorne explore the conflict between society and the 
individual in The Scarlet Letter? You must consider language, form and 
structure and refer to the context of the novel in your answer.    (30 marks)

3    Explore the relationship between Hester Prynne and Pearl. You must 
consider language, form and structure and refer to the context of the novel 
in your answer.        (30 marks)

4    What is the significance of silence or the refusal to speak in The Scarlet 
Letter? You must consider language, form and structure and refer to the 
context of the novel in your answer.      (30 marks)

5    Explore the significance of symbols in The Scarlet Letter. You must 
consider language, form and structure and refer to the context of the play 
in your answer.        (30 marks)

10th

5   There are a wide range of symbols present within The Scarlet Letter, making 
symbolism a very important technique for Hawthorne. 1 the use of visual symbols 
often associated with nature allows for character development and the introduction of 
interesting metaphors. An example of this is Pearl who has grown up away from civilised 
society and is much closer to nature, making her a vibrant character. 2 In contrast, the 
scaffold is a clear symbol of death within the story. 3 the letter from the book’s title is 
another reccurring symbol 4, described by the narrator as ‘a mystic symbol’. by calling it 
this, the reader can understand that it is not just a symbol of shame as the townspeople 
want, but also has different meanings.

subJect vocabulary

general vocabulary

AO1

In the exam, you will have 45 minutes in 
which to write your essay. There will be a 
choice of two questions on the paper. Use 
these exam-style questions to practise exam 
technique and timing. Remember to consider 
language, form and structure and refer to the 
context of the novel in your response.

hint

skills critical thinking, analysis, 
reasoning, interPretation

AO1 AO2 AO4

skills
critical thinking, analysis, 
reasoning, interPretation, 
adaPtive learning

exam-style questions

1 AO1: This opening shows an understanding of 
text overall in relation to the question.
2 AO2: To comment more closely on 
Hawthorne’s technique, could be it explained 
how she is a symbol?
3 AO2: It is a good idea to mention a few 
relevant points in the introduction, before 
writing about them in detail later on. Can you 
think of any more symbols that could have 
been included?
4 AO1: For good written style, you might need to 
think of synonyms for key words in the question. 
Can you think of any synonyms for ‘symbol’?

M04_ENGL_SB_2588_U04.indd   311 30/09/2016   10:57
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Relevant for international  
learners 
Topics, photos, examples, and currencies 
use a range of international contexts, 
making content engaging and relevant 
for all learners, to a global standard.

Language is graded for speakers of 
English as an additional language (EAL) 
and checked by an EAL specialist.

Sample page taken from Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 
(9–1) English Literature

Sample page taken from Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) Mathematics A Book 1

ALGEBRA 1UNIT 1 19

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

BASIC PRINCIPLES

ACTIVITY 1

ALGEBRA 1

Algebra may have begun in Egypt. The ancient Egyptians 
used the word ‘aha’, meaning ‘heap’, to stand for an unknown 
number. In the same way, we use a letter, such as x, today. 
The Ahmes Papyrus from Ancient Egypt around 1650BC 
contains problems that need a form of algebra to solve. 
They are believed to have been set as exercises for young 
mathematicians. These mathematical skills were probably 
essential for building the pyramids.

•   Simplify algebraic expressions  •   Expand brackets  •   Solve equations in which the unknown appears on both sides

•    Algebra uses letters, often x, to stand for numbers.

•    Algebraic expressions can be treated in the same way as 
number expressions.

•    x + 3 means add three to the unknown number.

•    3x means 3 times the unknown number. 

•    x2 means square the unknown number.

SKILL: PROBLEM SOLVING 
Think of a number. Add 7 and then double the answer. Subtract 10,  
halve the result, and then subtract the original number.

Algebra can show you why the answer is always 2.

Think of a number:   x
Add 7:     x + 7
Double the result:   2x + 14
Subtract 10:    2x + 4
Halve the result:   x + 2
Subtract the original number:  2

Make two magic number tricks of your own, one like the example above and another that is 
longer. Check that they work using algebra. Then test them on a friend.

•  Think of a number. Double it, add 12, halve the result, and then subtract the original number.
    Use algebra to find the answer.
    If you add a number other than 12, the answer will change. Work out the connection between 

the number you add and the answer.

Chapter introductions put 
learning in a real-world 
context.

Key terms and basic 
principles remove potential 
barriers to learning.

Transferable skills are 
signposted so students are 
clear and confident in the skills 
they are developing.

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL GCSE (9 –1)

 ENGLISH LANGUAGE A
Student Book
David Grant

www.pearson.com/international-schools

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) English Language A 
2nd Edition Student Book provides comprehensive coverage of 
the specifi cation and is designed to supply students with the best 
preparation possible for the examination:

• Written by highly experienced English Language teachers and authors
• Chapters are mapped closely to the specifi cation to provide comprehensive 

coverage and are enhanced by targeted reading and writing skills sections
• Learning is embedded with varied activities and exam practice throughout, 

including summary sections to review learning
• Signposted transferable skills
• Reviewed by a language specialist to ensure the book is written in a clear

and accessible style
• Glossary of key English Language terminology
• eBook included.

For Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) English Language A specifi cation 
(4EA1) for fi rst teaching 2022.

P
E

A
R

SO
N

 E
D

E
X

C
E

L IN
T

E
R

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L G
C

SE
 (9 –1)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE A  2nd E
dition    Student B

ook

PEARSON EDEXCEL INTERNATIONAL GCSE (9 –1)

 ENGLISH LANGUAGE A
Student Book
David Grant

eBook
included

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE B
Student Book
ISBN: 9780435182571

ENGLISH 
LITERATURE
Student Book
ISBN: 9780435182588

2nd Edition

2nd Edition

CVR_iG_EnglishLanguage_A_SB_40002.indd   1-3CVR_iG_EnglishLanguage_A_SB_40002.indd   1-3 26/04/2022   10:2526/04/2022   10:25

Subject vocabulary and General vocabulary

Useful words and phrases are colour-coded 
within the main text and picked out in the 
margin with concise and simple definitions.

Exam-style questions help students prepare 
for exam day.

Clear learning objectives provide clarity from 
the start.

International GCSE Student Books
Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

Ideal for  
use alongside  

the new 
Teaching 

Hubs

https://www.pearson.com/international-schools/british-curriculum/secondary-curriculum/International-GCSE.html
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Each Student Book provides 3-year access to an 
ActiveBook (also available separately), a digital 
version of the Student Book, which can be 
accessed online, anytime, anywhere supporting 
learning beyond the classroom. 

4 THE MARKET SYSTEM 1  THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM

The planet we live on contains many resources that are used to 
produce goods we like to consume. However, there is a problem. 
Look at the images below. 

GETTING STARTED

1 THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM

◼ Understand the problem of scarcity

◼ Understand opportunity cost

◼ Understand production possibility curves

◼ Understand causes of positive and negative economic growth

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SUBJECT VOCABULARY

goods things that are produced in 
order to be sold

CASE STUDY: RESOURCES AND NEEDS

1 Describe the resources shown in Figure 1.1.

2 Are there enough of these resources in the world? Explain your answer with reference to the images in Figure 1.2. 

3 In groups, discuss whether your country has enough resources. Draw up a list of measures that your government 
might take to increase the quantity of resources available. Present your ideas to the rest of the class.

▲▲ Figure 1.1 Valuable resources

▲▲ Figure 1.2 Needs

M01_EDEC_SB_IGCSE_88641_CH01-13_002-097.indd   4 06/10/2017   09:28

Sample page taken from Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) Economics

PLANT PHYSIOLOGY REPRODUCTION IN PLANTS 179

ACTIVITY 16

▼	 PRACTICAL: INVESTIGATING THE CONDITIONS NEEDED FOR 
GERMINATION

Small seeds such as peas or mustard will grow on wet cotton wool 
in a test tube. Figure 13.A shows four tubes set up to investigate the 
conditions needed for the seeds to germinate.

wet cotton
wool

A B

kept at 20°C kept at 4°C

C D

seeds

wet cotton
wool

dry cotton
wool

seeds

boiled
water

oil

▲	Figure 13.8 Apparatus to investigate the conditions needed for germination.

The water in tube C has been boiled to remove dissolved oxygen. The 
layer of oil (e.g. cooking oil) keeps out oxygen from the air.

	◾ Tube A: seeds on wet cotton wool, maintained at 20 °C (room 
temperature)

	◾ Tube B: seeds on dry cotton wool, maintained at 20 °C
	◾ Tube C: seeds in boiled water, with a thin surface layer of oil; 
maintained at 20 °C

	◾ Tube D: seeds on wet cotton wool, placed in a refrigerator at 4 °C
After a few days the seeds in the control tube (A) will start to germinate. 
There will be no germination in tubes B or C. The seeds in tube D may 
eventually start to germinate, but much more slowly than in tube A.
What do the results tell you about the conditions needed for germination? 
Do you have any criticisms of this method? (Hint – are all the variables 
fully controlled?)

CHAPTER QUESTIONS
More questions on reproduction in plants can be found at the end of Unit 3 on 
page 182.

1 Which of the following features are shown by wind-pollinated flowers?
A Large petals, a scent and sticky pollen grains
B Small petals, no scent and light pollen grains
C Large petals, no scent and light pollen grains
D Small petals, a scent and sticky pollen grains

2 During pollination, between which of the following structures are pollen 
grains transferred?
A From anther to stigma B From anther to ovary
C From stigma to style D From stigma to ovary

SKILLS CRITICAL THINKING 4
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Sample page taken from Pearson Edexcel  
International GCSE (9–1) Science Double Award

Learning objectives

Set out clearly to provide a focus for each lesson.

Setting the scene

Assumed knowledge and key concepts are outlined.

Activities

A wide range of varied activities to embed understanding 
as an individual, as well as in larger groups, establishing 
cross-peer learning and communication.

Transferable skills

Embedded throughout and explicitly signposted, the 
skills gained from each activity allow for a strong focus on 
particular academic qualities. 

Chapter questions

Students can test their knowledge of the topic in that 
chapter. Also included are unit questions, to test 
knowledge of the whole unit and provide quick, effective 
feedback on progress. Answers will be provided online.

What’s in our Student Books?
Ages 14–16 | Print & Digital

Exam preparation to 
support progression
The Student Books offer learners the 
best preparation possible for the exam. 
Exam-style questions tailored to the 
Pearson Edexcel specification allow 
for practice and development of exam 
writing technique. 

l	� �Chapter summaries state the most 
important points in each chapter and 
aid revision.

l	� �Hints for exam preparation are also 
included.

l	� �Answers to questions from the 
Student Books are available online.

EXAM PRACTICE
A01     Answer ALL questions in this section. Questions 1–10 must be answered with a cross in the box   . If you 

change your mind about an answer, put a line through the box  and then mark your new answer with a 
cross   .

Which of the following is not a stakeholder for a 
business?

 A doctor

 B competitor

 C supplier

 D government (1 mark) 

Which of the following is a disadvantage of 
becoming a sole trader?

 A you keep all the profit

 B you have unlimited liability

 C you have full control over your business

 D the business is easy to set up (1 mark) 

Which of these is most likely to be a Public Sector 
Organisation?

 A a car manufacturer

 B a biscuit factory

 C the Police 

 D a restaurant (1 mark)

What does the word ‘limited’ after a business 
name indicate?

 A the number of owners is limited

 B there is a limit to the number of loans that 
can be issued

 C the owners’ liability for the debts of the 
business is limited

 D there is a limit to the number of businesses 
of this type (1 mark) 

A limited company must have which of the 
following?

 A unlimited liability

 B the ability to sell shares to friends and 
family

 C an auditor check on its financial 
statements

 D a government-run business (1 mark) 

1

2

3

4

5

Which of the following is the best definition of a 
stakeholder?

 A someone who is affected by a business

 B someone who has control over a business

 C someone who is paid by a business

 D someone who sponsors a business
 (1 mark) 

Why should a sole trader record all the financial 
information about her business?

 A  because she is required to do so by law

 B so that she knows how much to pay her 
suppliers

 C so that she can prepare financial 
statements

 D so that she knows how much her 
customers owe her (1 mark) 

Which best describes the term ‘limited liability’?
 A the owner is responsible for all the debts of 

the business
 B the owner is only responsible for the 

assets of the business
 C the owner is only liable for the money they 

have invested in the business

 D the owner is only liable for the taxes that 
are paid by the business (1 mark)

Which of the following is a disadvantage of a 
partnership?

 A increased capital or equity

 B increased workload

 C increased knowledge

 D increased arguments (1 mark) 

Why might a government department be interested 
in the financial statements of a company?

 A to check that the company is paying the 
correct amount of tax

 B to decide whether to invest in the company

 C to ensure that the company continues to 
receive supplies

 D to see if the company could repay a loan 
 (1 mark) 

(Total 10 marks)

6

7

8

9

10

10 UNIT 1 1 TYPES OF BUSINESS ORGANISATION

Sample page taken from Pearson Edexcel International GCSE (9–1) English  
as a Second Language

AUF IN DIE SCHULE! SO IST DAS SCHULLEBEN!

6 7

Listen again. Choose the correct  
options (A–C) to complete  
the sentences.

1 According to the podcast, your  
personality is _______ inherited.

A largely

B completely

C not

2 Your personality will be _______ your parents.

A different from

B the same as

C similar to

3 Scientists have conducted studies on _______ .

A siblings

B identical twins

C parents and their children

4 If you’re not hard-working, people might think 
you are _______ .

A charming

B lazy

C sociable

5 Learned behaviour comes from _______ .

A our parents

B our environment

C scientific studies

6 _______  are responsible for our behaviour.

A We

B Our parents

C Our school and community

listening
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Listen to the podcast about 
personality and characteristics  
(or 'traits'). What influences  
your personality?

listening
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Work in groups. Discuss the questions.
1 Which people have helped shape your personality?

2 Can you think of personality traits you share with friends or family?

3 What experiences at school have helped to shape your personality?

4 What other experiences have had a positive effect on your personality?

speaking
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Write a blog post about the person  you admire the most.  
Write 80–100 words. Include the following information:

 � who they are and their relationship to you
 � why you admire them
 � details of how they have influenced or helped you.

determine = decide
conduct (v) = organise, 
carry out
genes = inherited 
characteristics that affect 
development
shape (v) = form

Culture point
The extended family model is often found in 
countries in Asia, Africa, Southern and Eastern 
Europe, South America and the Middle East. Its 
members are several generations of the same 
family all living together. These families often 
have strong bonds because they may share 
responsibilities, such as finances and caring for 
children, sick or elderly family members.

writing
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	● Who’s Adam?
	■ That’s my cousin.
	● Is he your only cousin?
	■ No. I’ve got two more. Can you see 

them?
	● Oh, yes! Do you get on well with them?
	■ Well…
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FAMILY, FRIENDS AND RELATIONSHIPS

1 MY FAMILY LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	■ Talk about families and relationships
	■ Use like, alike, slightly, the same as  

and the same
	■ Listen for gist and detail

MODULE 1

Read the diary entry. Try to work out the meaning of  
the expressions in bold. Then work in pairs and check  
your ideas.

reading

1

Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

1 The diary talks about a family get-together.  
Do your family often get together? If so, when?

2 Is the girl’s family similar to yours?

3 Do you have a family member you are particularly  
close to?

4 Is there someone in your family who is a positive  
presence in your life? How?

speaking

2

Draw your family tree. It can be real or  
made up. Work in pairs. Ask and answer  
questions about your family.

speaking

5

Listen to the conversation. Why is Sara  
looking through the photo album?

listening

3

Listen again. Are the statements True (T) or False (F)?

1 The bald man in the black and white picture is 
Sara’s grandfather.

2 Mum looks like her father’s father.

3 Mum is generous and hard-working.

4 Sara and her father have exactly the  
same taste in films.

5 Aunt Molly had lots of children.

6 Jack and Jill are the only twins in the family.

7 Jack and Jill are alike.

listening

4

Write a diary entry about a get-together with family or friends. It could be real or imagined.  
Write 70–100 words.
Include the following details:

 � the holiday or occasion that brought you all together
 � what you enjoyed about getting together
 � what you didn’t enjoy about the get-together.

writing
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EXAM SKILLS

Stay calm so you can listen and 
remember what was said.

gathering = an event where 
a group of people spend time 
together

like, alike, slightly, the same as, the same  Page 201

Use like and alike to say that a person is similar to, or the same as, 
another person:

He looks like you, mum.

Look at those two boys. They’re so alike.

Use the same as and (exactly) the same to show that someone is 
identical to someone else:

Sara is the same as Aunt Molly. She loves animals.

They aren’t exactly the same, even though they’re twins.

Use slightly with an adjective to mean something is similar or 
different to a certain degree, but not much:

We have those things in common, but our tastes are slightly different.

One of the boys is slightly taller than the other.

Dear Diary,

Today, I was a bridesmaid at  
my cousin’s wedding. I wore a 
long dress and had flowers in my  
hair. It was amazing!

Weddings are the only time when my whole family gets together. Although I get on well with most of my relatives, I have some younger cousins who really annoy me. They like to tease me about everything: my haircut, my clothes and even the ringtone on my phone! Sometimes, we end up fighting and I get into trouble for making them cry. It’s so unfair! Grandma always says I shouldn’t get upset about what they say because they’re just little children. She gives me such good advice. She is a constant positive presence in my life. She also likes to give me money whenever she sees me… It’s like having a second allowance!

Thankfully, my naughty cousins didn’t annoy me at the wedding today because Grandma said we must all be on our best behaviour.
Bye for now!

Plan before you write: brainstorm, organise and 
then write. Divide your ideas into paragraphs 
so they are organised and clear. Use the bullet 
points as a checklist as you write.
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