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Session Agenda
Session 1:  Overview of the assessment requirements

Session 2: Paper 1 – Listening

Session 3: Paper 2 – Reading

Session 4: Paper 2 – Writing

Session 5: Paper 3 – Speaking

Session 6: Support from Pearson
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Aims and objectives
Delegates will:

• understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification

• understand the question types for the qualification

• understand the mark schemes for the qualification

• practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

• learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars.
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Polls to get to know the delegates
1.  Which language(s) are you teaching? 

2. Are you teaching the current Edexcel International GCSE specification?

3. What is your main reason for attending the session today?
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Session 1

Overview of the assessment 
requirements
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Overview of the specification
The International GCSE in French, German and Spanish qualification comprises two 
written assessments and one oral assessment .

Paper 1: Listening Paper 2: Reading & Writing
30 minutes + 5 minutes reading time
40 marks
7 tasks based on a single recorded text

1 hour 45 minutes
40 marks for Reading
40 marks for Writing

25% of the total International GCSE 50% of the total International GCSE

Paper 3: Speaking
8-10 minutes
40 marks

25% of the total International GCSE
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Topic Subtopics
A. Home and abroad 1. Life in the town and rural life

2. Holidays, tourist information and directions
3. Services (e.g. bank, post office)*
4. Customs
5. Everyday life, traditions and communities

B. Education and 
employment

1. School life and routine
2. School rules and pressures
3. School trips, events and exchanges
4. Work, careers and volunteering
5. Future plans

C. Personal life and 
relationships

1. House and home
2. Daily routines and helping at home
3. Role models*
4. Relationships with family and friends
5. Childhood*

D. The world around 
us

1. Environmental issues
2. Weather and climate*
3. Travel and transport
4. The media
5. Information and communication technology

E. Social activities, 
fitness and health

1. Special occasions
2. Hobbies, interests, sports and exercise
3. Shopping and money matters
4. Accidents, injuries, common ailments and health issues*
5. Food and drink
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Assessment objectives and weightings

AO1: Understand and respond, in writing, to spoken Language

AO2: Communicate in writing, using a register appropriate to the 
situation, showing knowledge of a range of vocabulary in common 
usage and of the grammar and structures prescribed in the 
specification, and using them accurately

AO3: Understand and respond, in writing, to written language

AO4: Communicate in speech, showing knowledge of a range of 
vocabulary in common usage and of the grammar and structures 
prescribed in the specification, and using them accurately
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Relationship of the assessment objectives 
to the examination papers

AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4

Paper 1 25% 0% 0% 0%

Paper 2 0% 25% 25% 0%

Paper 3 0% 0% 0% 25%

Total % 25% 25% 25% 25%
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Minimum Core Vocabulary list
● Helps you to plan your scheme of work for your students
● Questions targeted at grades 1-5 will be based on this vocabulary list, although these 

questions may include some unfamiliar vocabulary
● The vocabulary is listed under the different topics and sub-topics
● These can be found in Appendix 1 in the specification which is included in your delegate 

pack
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Session 2

Paper 1: Listening
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Requirements and assessment

Paper 1: 
Listening

Duration Summary of assessment

Marks: 40 30 mins + 5 
minutes 
reading time

• Seven recorded extracts in 
spoken target language with 
an incline of difficulty 
throughout the paper

• Task types include multiple-
choice, multiple matching, 
note taking, table completion 
and gap-fill questions.
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Question 4 – 2019 paper - Spanish
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Question 6 – 2019 paper - German
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Question 7 – 2019 paper - French
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Examiner reports

● Examiner reports for each paper are produced every 
series and are extremely useful documents as they 
are written by the examiner responsible for the paper.

● The reports give an overview of the candidates’ 
performance on each question as well as some 
exemplars and examiner tips.

● These reports are in your packs.
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Example from 2019 examiner report –
French – Question 7
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Activity

● In your packs, you will see the paper, mark scheme and examiner 
reports for the 2019 series in each language folder.

● Take 5 minutes to read through these materials and add any 
comments or questions to the chat box

● You may also want to ask other delegates how they teach certain skills 
or questions – or offer some advice to others!
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Session 3

Paper 2: Reading
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Requirements and assessment
Paper 2: Reading 
and writing

Duration Summary of assessment

Reading – 40 
marks

Writing – 40 marks

TOTAL: 80

1 hr and 45 
minutes

• 5 reading passages in target 
language

• 1 text will be taken from a 
literary source 

• Q4 requires note-taking from the 
text.

• 3 writing and grammar 
questions:

• Q6 – 80-75 words
• Q7 – 130-150 words
• Q8 – grammar-based task
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Question 3 – 2019 - Spanish
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Question 3 – 2019 - Spanish
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Question 4 – 2019 paper - German
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Question 4 – 2019 – German
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Marking activity

● Open up the exemplar packs for the language of your choice in the 
folder marked SO5.

● There are two exemplars for Q4 in each of these packs with a 
commentary from the examiner.

● Look at both of these exemplars and write any comments in the 
chat box
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Question 5 – 2019 - French
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Question 5 – 2019 - French
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Marking activity

● Open up the exemplar packs for the language of your choice in the 
folder marked SO5.

● There are two exemplars for Q5 in each of these packs with a 
commentary from the examiner.

● Look at both of these exemplars and write any comments in the 
chat box
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Session 4

Paper 2: Writing
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Requirements and assessment
Paper 2: Reading 
and writing

Duration Summary of assessment

Reading – 40 
marks

Writing – 40 marks

TOTAL: 80

1 hr and 45 
minutes

• 5 reading passages in target 
language

• 1 text will be taken from a 
literary source

• Q4 requires note-taking from the 
text.

• 3 writing and grammar 
questions.

• Q6 – 80-75 words
• Q7 – 130-150 words
• Q8 – grammar-based task



31© Pearson Education 2020

Question 7 – 2019 - French
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Question 7 – 2019 – French – Mark scheme
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Question 7 – 2019 – Mark scheme
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Question 7 – 2019 – Mark scheme
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Question 7a – 2019 – French - exemplar
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Commentary
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Activity and break

● Now we have looked at one Q7 exemplar together, take 5 minutes to 
look at the other Q7 exemplars in your pack

● Add any comments or questions you have to the chat box

● We will also use this as an opportunity to have a 5-minute break.

● When we come back, the trainer will answer any questions on Question 
7 and move onto Question 8.
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Question 8 – 2019 - French
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Question 8 – 2019 – French – Mark scheme
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Question 8 – 2019 – French - exemplar
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Commentary
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Activity

● Now we have looked at one Q8 exemplar together, take 5 minutes to 
look at the other Q8 exemplars in your pack

● Add any comments or questions you have to the chat box
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Session 5

Paper 3: Speaking
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Requirements and assessment
Paper 3: 
Speaking

Duration Summary of assessment

Speaking – 40 
marks

8-10 minutes • Task A: candidates respond to 
questions on a picture of their 
choice

• Tasks B and C: Candidates 
take part in a spontaneous 
discussion.

• Timings are:
A – 2-3 minutes
B – 3-3 ½ minutes
C – 3-3 ½ minutes
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Questions in Task A: Picture based discussion

Picture based 
discussion

Question types Prompts

TE must ask 
candidates 5
questions (plus 
allowed prompts)

There are 5 types of 
questioning which the 
TE must cover in the 
order given

TEs must ensure they 
ask 1 question from 
each question type

A description of what is in 
the picture

Specific factual 
information about the 
picture

Past or future hypothesis

Opinions about the 
picture

Evaluation

The following 3 
prompts may be used 
in the target language:

• Why/why not?
• Anything else?
• Is that all?

No other 
supplementary 
questions

TEs must not deviate 
from these prompts.
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Task A – marking grid
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Task A – marking grid
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Activity – marking Task A

● In a moment, we will play a recording for task A based on the picture 
below.

● Using the grids in the specification (or from the slides), listen to the task 
and answer the following questions in the chat box

• Is the picture appropriate?

• Does the TE ask the 5 
types of question?

• Does the TE use only the 
allowed prompts?
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Commentary
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Commentary continued
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Questions for Tasks B and C: Conversations
Conversations on 
topics

TEs should Timings

TE uses the 
randomisation grid 
provided by Pearson 
to determine which 
topic is to be examined 
in
Task B conversation 1
Task C conversation 2

TEs do NOT choose 
the topics of the two 
conversations.

• Ask open questions
• Ask questions at a level 

appropriate to candidate’s 
ability

• Link questions to the 
previous response where 
possible

• Elicit a range of tenses, 
structures and vocabulary

• Elicit opinions and 
justifications

• Provide candidates with 
an opportunity to expand.

• TEs should 
respect timings

• Task B and C 
should not 
exceed 7 
minutes (3-3 ½  
minutes each)

• Excess 
candidate 
material will not 
be assessed.
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Tasks B and C – marking grid
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Tasks B and C – marking grid
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Tasks B and C – marking grid
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Activity – marking Task B and C

● In a moment, we will play a recording for task B– Education and 
Employment and Task C – Home and Abroad.

● Using the Assessment grids in the specification (or from the slides), 
listen to the task and answer the following questions in the chat box

Tasks B and C

● Does the TE ask a range of question types to allow the candidate to 
fulfil the assessment criteria?

● Does the TE respect the timings?
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Commentary
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Commentary - continued
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Session 6

Support



59© Pearson Education 2020

Where do I find the free resources?
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Where do I find the free resources?
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Published resources

We are committed to helping teachers deliver our Pearson Edexcel 
qualifications and helping students to achieve their full potential. 

To do this, we aim for our qualifications to be supported by a wide 
range of high-quality resources, produced by a range of publishers. 

However, it is not necessary to purchase endorsed resources 
to deliver our qualifications.
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Pearson Publishing
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/ModernLanguages/international-
gcse/edexcel-international-gcse-9-1-languages/buy/buy.aspx
● For the latest Pearson Edexcel Int GCSE (9–1) Languages specification from 2017
● These new resources have been developed for the latest Edexcel Int GCSE (9–1) 

specifications (from 2017) with progression, international relevance and support at their 
core.

● Student Book provides access to an ActiveBook, an online digital version of the Student 
Book, which can be accessed anytime and anywhere, supporting learning beyond the 
classroom

● Embedded transferrable skills, critical for progression into higher education and 
employment, are explicitly signposted, allowing students to understand and engage with 
the skills they're gaining

● Online teacher support materials support planning and assessment, and save you 
valuable time

● Progression Scale and Map tools allow quick and easy formative assessment of 
student progress, liked to guidance on how to personalise learning solutions, helping 
students make the best progress they can

● Developed to support all learners, with appropriate and engaging content suitable for 
all abilities, and glossary of key terminology.

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/ModernLanguages/international-gcse/edexcel-international-gcse-9-1-languages/buy/buy.aspx


63© Pearson Education 2020

Contact your dedicated 
Subject Advisor

Alistair Drewery

Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Alistair’s

e-updates by completing this

online form

We also have an online community especially for language teachers.

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGdXSAU/languages
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Any Questions?
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