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International GCSE in English Literature linear (4ET1) and modular (4XET1) 

Guidance on prescribed editions of set texts for paper-based and onscreen exams 

International GCSE in English Literature is a two-year course. The prescribed editions of the set texts 

which are required to prepare for and then sit the exams are listed in the issue 3 specification. For 

easy reference, they are repeated at the end of this document. 

*Any student embarking on their studies of 4ET1/4XET1 must ensure that they have access to the 

required texts from the beginning of their course. At the start of the two-year course, centres are 

responsible for informing students about whether they need to purchase the texts themselves or 

whether they will be provided by the entering centre* 

4ET1/4XET1 is made up of a compulsory Paper 1 which is a closed book exam. Students take no texts 

into this exam. They are provided with the ‘Poetry Booklet’ for Section B: Anthology poetry as an 

insert in the exam paper. This contains the poems from Part 3 of the anthology:  

 

Students sit either Paper 2 or Paper 3 (coursework) if they are sitting the linear version of this 

qualification. For Paper 2 (linear and modular), students should have a clean copy of the prescribed 

edition of their two texts in the exam. The front cover of the exam paper states ‘Clean copies of your 

set texts may be taken into the examination’. 

 

It is the responsibility of the school/college or entering centre, including the British Council, to 

ensure that clean, unannotated copies of the prescribed editions of the set texts are purchased in 

good time for the Paper 2 exam either by the students or by the entering centre. Pearson is not able 

to provide any exceptions to the prescribed editions requirements as a result of the prescribed 

editions being difficulty to obtain in particular geographies. All centres have a two-year period to 
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arrange purchase of the prescribed editions. It would not be in a student's interest to use a different 

edition of the set text as the prescribed editions are the ones that are used by our examiners to 

write questions and mark schemes. 

Those students completing coursework rather than Paper 2 should also use the prescribed editions 

of set texts because these are the ones that are used by our moderators when reviewing the 

samples of coursework that are submitted to us. 

In summary 

4ET1 01 or 4WET1/01: All students. Closed book. Copies of modern prose not permitted. The exam 

paper contains an insert with the poems from Part 3 of the anthology (the ‘Poetry Booklet’) which 

students use to answer question 2 or 3 in Section B: Anthology Poetry. Students take NO books into 

the exam. Students do not take the Edexcel Int GCSE anthology into the exam. 

4ET1 02 or 4WET2/01: Students not doing Paper 3 coursework. Open book. Clean, unmarked copies 

of the prescribed editions of set texts only are permitted. These are not provided by Pearson 

Edexcel. 

What does 'clean copies' mean? 

The prescribed editions of texts must be completely unmarked. This includes highlighting, page-

folding, stickies, annotation, underlining etc. None of these are permitted. The text must be 'as 

new'. Photocopies of texts may not be used. 'Copy' means a book as purchased from a bookseller, 

not a photocopy of a book.  

When should a centre purchase their exam copies of the prescribed editions of set texts? 

These should be purchased and stored as soon as a centre starts delivering Int GCSE English 

Literature 4ET1/4XET1.  

Can students annotate new, unannotated editions of set texts in the exam itself? 

This is permitted but is at the discretion of the centre. Many centres keep sets of clean exam texts 

securely and get them out for exams each series. A text which is annotated in an exam can no longer 

be used in a subsequent exam. It may be that some centres allow students to pay for a copy of the 

prescribed edition so that they can annotate it in the exam. 

What about private candidates sitting at centres, including at British Council centres? 

A centre accepting a private candidate’s entry must inform them of the arrangements for the clean 

copies of the prescribed editions of set texts to be used in Paper 2 at the time of accepting the 

entry.  

The centre must inform the candidate whether they need to purchase the prescribed edition or 

whether the centre will provide the clean copy for the exam. Centres must ensure that a candidate 

understands that they must arrange purchase of a prescribed edition of a set text in good time to 

have the text available for the exam. 

Candidates are unlikely to be able to annotate a text in an exam unless they have purchased it. 

Can students use digital versions of set texts in examinations? 

No, these may not be used. 



Pearson Edexcel Level 1/2 International GCSE in English Literature – Guidance on use of prescribed editions of 

set texts – Issue 3 – August 2024 – Author and Approver: English Subject Advisor Clare Haviland – DCL1 © 

Pearson Education Limited 2024. 

 

Arrangements for prescribed editions of set texts for onscreen exams in Pearson exam centres 

The arrangements are the same as for paper-based exams. For 4ET1 01 or 4WET1/01, Section B: 

Anthology Poetry, students have access to the ‘Poetry Booklet’ with the Part 3 anthology poems 

onscreen. For 4ET1 02 or 4WET2/01, students will have access to clean copies of the prescribed 

editions of their set texts (hard copy) in the exam. As usual, invigilators will conduct checks to ensure 

that the correct editions are used and that they are unannotated. Digital versions of set texts may 

not be used. 

Arrangements for prescribed editions of set texts for onscreen exams in alternative locations with 

remote proctoring (limited availability) 

The arrangements are the same as for paper-based exams and onscreen exams in Pearson exam 

centres. For 4ET1 01 or 4WET1/01, Section B: Anthology Poetry, students have access to the ‘Poetry 

Booklet’ with the Part 3 anthology poems onscreen. For 4ET1 02 or 4WET2/01, students will have 

access to clean copies of the prescribed editions of their set texts (hard copy) in the exam. Remote 

invigilators will conduct checks to ensure that the correct editions are used and that they are 

unannotated as part of their pre-examination authentication/identity/exam base checks. Digital 

versions of set texts may not be used. 

List of prescribed editions of set texts  

We have expanded the number of editions that centres may use for Paper 2 exams for the following 

reasons: 

• Centres can use editions they may already have in the stock cupboard instead of buying a 

new edition. 

• Centres can purchase cheaper editions where available. 

• Centres can make use of dyslexia-friendly editions where available so that students have a 

seamless study/assessment experience rather than having to sit exams with a different 

edition. 

• In countries where it may be more challenging to source texts, there is more choice, 

hopefully making purchasing easier. 
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