@ Pearson

Western Lane (2023) — Some links for teachers

This guide has been written to help teachers find resources to accompany your initial
ideas and first reading of Western Lane. This should be read in conjunction with the
Getting Started Guide. The links provided in this document were correct at the time
of writing and could be used to help you understand the contexts and broader
themes of the novel.

Useful links could include:

Interviews and articles about Maroo with a focus on Western Lane:

When Western Lane was nominated for the Booker Prize in 2023, Chetna
Maroo was interviewed for their website. She talks about the book and its
themes: Booker Prize Interview.

Maroo gave a long interview to a podcast about the novel where she reads
extracts from the novel as well as talking about the themes and characters.
The video of this interview is on YouTube: YouTube

Summaries, reviews and readings:

The Booker Prize website has a useful reading guide to the novel with a
number of questions and things to consider: Reading guide

There is a long review in The Guardian which praises the novel: The
Guardian.

Spectrum Culture offers a more mixed review of the novel: Spectrum Culture

There are other reviews of the novel in the TLS, The Times, The New York
Times and The Telegraph. All of these are behind a paywall but some of
these sites also offer one free article a month with a free login.

Bookrags — the paid for resources service — have a guide to Klara and the
Sun if you have a subscription: Bookrags

Contextual elements:

Wikipedia proves a quick outline of Jainism and talks about the different
beliefs and ceremonies: Wikipedia. There is also some pages on the BBC
website which give a good overview although the pages are no longer
updated: BBC

Both the English Squash and Olympics website have some of the basic rules
about the sport.
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https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/features/chetna-maroo-interview-western-lane
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_N02k8c2XAo
https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-library/features/reading-guide-western-lane-by-chetna-maroo
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/apr/26/western-lane-by-chetna-maroo-review-a-tender-debut
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2023/apr/26/western-lane-by-chetna-maroo-review-a-tender-debut
https://spectrumculture.com/2023/05/09/western-lane-by-chetna-maroo-review/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/literature/fiction/western-lane-chetna-maroo-book-review-norma-clarke
https://www.thetimes.com/culture/books/article/western-lane-chetna-maroo-review-gtwm22w9g
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/07/books/review/western-lane-chetna-maroo.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/07/books/review/western-lane-chetna-maroo.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/what-to-read/review-chetna-maroo-western-lane/
https://www.bookrags.com/studyguide-western-lane/#gsc.tab=0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jainism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/jainism/#:~:text=Jainism%20is%20an%20ancient%20religion,achieve%20liberation%20of%20the%20soul.
https://www.englandsquash.com/get-involved/play/rules-of-squash
https://olympics.com/en/news/squash-rules-how-to-play
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e There is an interesting transcript on Hansard — the website which records the
debates in the UK parliament - for a debate around the Gujarati community in
the UK and adds some historical context. Hansard website

e There are lots of resources around Diwali and other customs on the National
Geographic kids website as well as the BBC.

e This podcast from History Extra provides some background to the treatment
of the Asian community in the UK in the 1980s.
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https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2019-10-30/debates/A4600766-5134-4B74-9F88-3E80B92A9767/GujaratiCommunityInTheUK
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/pages/article/diwali
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/pages/article/diwali
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/15451833
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXfb3u4MYU0

