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Question style for 4EB1 January to November 2023 

‘R papers’ are those sat by centres in countries with major time differences to GMT. The questions are abbreviated. 

Section A: Reading 

? January 2023 January 2023 R paper June 2023 June 2023 R paper November 2023 

1 Read Text One in the 
Source Booklet, adapted 
from a blog called Why 
Do We Love Music So 
Much? 
 
Using lines 1–15, 
identify one time when 
the writer listens to 
music. 

Read Text One in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from an 
article called The GPS app 
that can find anyone 
anywhere. 
 
Using the first paragraph, 
name one of the difficulties 
that Eunice Sewaphe faces. 

Read Text One in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from an 
article called 9 reasons why 
young people should spend 
more time outdoors. 
 
Using the section Being 
outdoors reduces stress, 
identify one way that the 
writer says being outside 
will reduce stress. 

Read Text One in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from an 
article called Gymshark: How 
a Young Businessman Built a 
Sportswear Empire. 
 
Using lines 19–24, identify one 
of the features of the 
Gymshark campus. 

Read Text One in the 
Source Booklet, adapted 
from an article called 
Ways to Learn a New Skill. 
 
In lines 1–14, the writer 
suggests different skills 
people might want 
to learn. Identify one 
of them. 

2 In lines 22–29, the writer 
talks about her 
collection of songs. State 
one of the points she 
makes. 

Using lines 51–57, identify 
one of the ways that the 
what3wordsapp is helpful. 

In lines 50–63, the writer 
suggests ways that people 
can take more exercise 
outside. State one of them. 

In lines 48–56, the writer 
explains Ben Francis’s lifestyle. 
State one of the points he 
makes. 

In the section ‘Optimize 
Your Time’, the writer 
makes points about how 
to use time well. State one 
of them. 

3 Explain how the writer 
presents her ideas about 
music. 

Explain how the writer 
presents the information 
about thewhat3wordsapp 
and how it is useful. 

Explain how the writer 
presents her ideas about 
the importance of spending 
more time outdoors. 

Explain how the writer 
presents his ideas about Ben 
Francis and Gymshark. 

How does the writer 
present her advice about 
learning a new skill? 

4 Read Text Two in the 
Source Booklet, adapted 

Read Text Two in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from an 

Read Text Two in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from a 

Read Text Two in the Source 
Booklet, adapted from an 

Read Text Two in the 
Source Booklet, adapted 
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from an article called 
Music Increases Your 
Brain Power. 
In lines 2–10, the writer 
identifies some of the 
benefits of listening to 
music while studying. 
State one of these 
benefits. 

article called The Seven 
Main Ways Technology 
Impacts Your Daily Life. 
In the first paragraph, the 
writer identifies many ways 
in which technology has had 
a positive influence on 
features of 21st-century life. 
Name one of them. 

travel book called A Walk in 
the Woods. 
 
Using lines 1–10, identify 
one of the difficulties the 
writer faced. 

interview called Women in 
Technology. 
 
In lines 2–8, Nicky Saner 
explains things that she has 
enjoyed about her work. 
Identify one of the points she 
makes. 

from an article called The 
joy of finally learning how 
to swim. 
 
In lines 11–17, the writer 
gives reasons why people 
do not learn to swim. 
State one of the reasons. 

5  Using the section 
Choose Wisely, identify 
two points the writer 
makes about choosing 
music to listen to whilst 
studying. 

Using the sections 
Decreased Privacy and 
Virtual Social Lives, identify 
two of the problems of 
technology. 

In lines 27–39, the writer 
describes his experiences. 
Name two of them. 

Using lines 40–48, identify two 
ways that Nicky Saner 
suggests would encourage 
more women to work in 
technology. 

Using lines 26–36, identify 
two of the experiences 
the writer has when 
learning to swim. 

6 Explain how the writer 
presents his ideas about 
listening to music whilst 
studying. 

Explain how the writer 
presents his ideas about the 
ways technology has 
affected21st-century life. 

How does the writer 
present his experiences of 
his walk? 

Explain how Nicky Saner 
presents her ideas about her 
job and women in technology. 

How does the writer 
present his ideas about 
learning to swim as an 
adult? 

7 Compare how the 
writers of Text One and 
Text Two present their 
ideas and perspectives 
about listening to music. 

Compare how the writers of 
Text One and Text Two 
present their ideas and 
perspectives about 
technology. 

Compare how the writers of 
Text One and Text Two 
present their ideas and 
perspectives about being 
outdoors. 

Compare how the writers of 
Text One and Text Two 
present their ideas and 
perspectives. 

Compare how the writers 
of Text One and Text Two 
present their ideas and 
perspectives about 
learning a new skill. 
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Section B: Reading and Writing. Use ideas from BOTH Text One and Text Two in the Source Booklet to answer this question. 

? January 2023 January 2023 R paper June 2023 June 2023 R paper November 2023 

8 Write a letter encouraging 
your friend to listen to 
music. 

You have been asked to 
give a talk to your peers 
giving advice about using 
technology. 
Write the text of your 
talk. 

You have been asked to give 
a talk to your peers about 
the importance of walking 
and getting outside. 

Give a talk to your peers 
about how successful people 
can be an inspiration. 

Write an article for a 
magazine aimed at young 
adults entitled ‘Time to 
learn something new?’ 

 

Section C: Do not re-tell events from Text One or Text Two in the Source Booklet. Write approximately 400 words on one of the following: 

? January 2023 January 2023 R paper June 2023 June 2023 R paper November 2023 

9 ‘Challenges are what 
make life interesting.’ To 
what extent do you agree 
with this statement? 

‘Social media has 
transformed the world we 
live in.’ To what extent do 
you agree with this 
statement? 

‘Fresh air and exercise are 
the keys to happiness.’ 
Discuss. 

‘You do not need to earn a lot 
of money to be successful.’ 
Discuss. 

‘We are never too old to 
try something new.’ To 
what extent do you agree 
with this statement? 

10 Write a story (true or 
imaginary) entitled ‘The 
Turning Point’. 

Write a story (true or 
imaginary) entitled ‘The 
Brilliant Idea’. 

Write a story (true or 
imaginary) entitled ‘A 
Difficult Decision’. 

Write a story (true or 
imaginary) entitled ‘The Day 
Everything Changed’. 

Write a story (true or 
imaginary) entitled 
‘The Short Cut’. 

11 Describe a celebration, 
festival or event which 
featured music. 

Describe your favourite 
place. 

Describe your favourite 
walk. 

Describe your role model. Describe a place that 
inspires you. 

 

 


