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Introduction 

•   The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of 

responses to International GCSE English Language B Component 1 (4EB1/01). 

 

•   The responses in this pack were taken from the Summer 2019 examination series. The 
question papers and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website. 

 

•   In this pack, you will find a sample of responses, examiner commentaries and marks. 

 

•   If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about 
the course, please contact the English subject advisor team on 
teachingenglish@pearson.com 
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SECTION A: READING 

 

Question 1 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S1 Bullet point 8 1 mark 

S2 Bullet point 9 1 mark 

S3 The focus in the answer is on everyone, not him. 0 marks 

S4 Bullet points 4 & 5 1 mark 

S5 Bullet point 5 1 mark 

S6 Bullet point 8 1 mark 

 

 

Question 2 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S7 Bullet points 1 & 3 1 mark 

S8 Bullet point 3 1 mark 

S9 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S10 - 0 marks 

S11 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S12 Bullet points 4 & 2 1 mark 

 

 

Question 3 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S13 Some perceptive understanding and analysis is evident in 
this response. There is some discrimination of the selection 
of references. There is occasional description, however. 

9 marks 

S14 Thorough understanding and exploration of language and 
structure is shown. There are a good range of points 
selected such as examining quotations, statistics, the 
comment on the word ‘we’ and exploration of effects. The 

8 marks 
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selection of references is detailed and appropriate, fully 
supporting the points being made. 

S15 Some understanding is shown, which is clear in places and 
the selection of references is appropriate. Comments such 
as ‘showing how diverse the school is … to achieve 
something good’ do explain and show clear understanding. 

5 marks 

S16 This is a very content-based response and much of the 
material is lifted from the text. There is basic identification 
and little understanding of the language/ structure used. 

1 mark 

S17 The candidate shows what the writer presents, but does 
not explain how. However, some understanding is shown 
and references selected are valid. 

3 marks 

 

 

Question 4 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S18 Bullet point 1 1 mark 

S19 - 0 marks 

S20 Wrong text 0 marks 

S21 Bullet point 4 1 mark 

S22 Bullet point 1 1 mark 

S23 Not clear enough – reference to ‘looks good on’ is needed. 0 marks 

 

 

Question 5 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S24 Bullet point 4 1 mark 

S25 Bullet points 4 & 6 2 marks 

S26 Bullet points 4 & 6 2 marks 

S27 Bullet points 5 & 7 2 marks 

S28 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S29 Bullet points 4 & 1 2 marks 
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Question 6 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S30 Thorough understanding and exploration of language and 
structure. There are some generic comments, but the 
selection of references is detailed, appropriate and fully 
supports the point being made. 

8 marks 

S31 Some evidence of clear understanding and explanation in 
places with appropriate references. Comments such as 
‘highlights that no reader is left out…’ are just enough to 
push it into level 3. 

5 marks 

S32 This is a basic response, mostly copied and repetitive with 
a little implied understanding. 

1 mark 

S33 Overall the response focuses on what the writer says, not 
how language is used for effect. There is some re-telling of 
content, but there are some relevant references. L2 is a 
best fit. 

3 marks 

S34 Clear understanding is shown and the selection of 
references is appropriate and relevant. The candidate 
follows a clear: ‘point, example, effect’ structure. 

6 marks 

 

 

Question 7 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S35 A varied and comprehensive range of comparisons are 
made with analysis of ideas and perspectives. References 
are well balanced across both texts with discrimination. 
These fully support the points being made. 

15 marks 

S36 A wide range of comparisons are made with some 
exploration of ideas and perspectives. References are 
balanced across both texts and support the points being 
made. 

11 marks 

S37 This is a complete copy of material from the texts. There is 
no rewardable material here. 

0 marks 

S38 A reasonably wide range of comparisons are made, 
exploring the ideas and perspectives. References are 
balanced across both texts. There is no evidence of 
analysis or the varied and comprehensive range needed 
for a level 5 mark. 

11 marks 
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S39 No comparison is made between the texts. The response 
is mainly description with limited use of references from the 
texts. 

2 marks 

S40 There are some general, obvious comparisons made 
between the two texts, but a lot of this is descriptive and 
basic. This scores a mark just in level 2. 

4 marks 
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SECTION B: READING AND WRITING 

 

Question 8 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S41 AO1  

There is a wide range of relevant points and well-focused 
comments with perceptive references to information and 
ideas. Apt and persuasive use of the given bullet points. 

10 marks 

AO4 

Perceptive and subtle. Sharply focused and sophisticated 
use of form, tone and register. 

12 marks 

AO5 

Manipulates complex ideas and uses extensive 
vocabulary. Punctuation is accurate and aids emphasis 
with precision. 

8 marks 

10+12+8=  

30 marks 

S42 AO1 

Offers a reasonable number of relevant points. Little focus 
on bullet point 1, but there are hints of this such as not 
having enough time/ too much to do. There are moments 
of development and, on balance, this is just into Level 3. 

5 marks 

AO4 

The response is not written as a letter to a newspaper, so 
the audience and purpose are inappropriate. However, it 
does communicate clearly. 

As a best fit, a mark at the top of level 2 is awarded. 

4 marks 

AO5 

The candidate uses a varied and selective vocabulary and 
a range of accurate and varied punctuation. Develops and 
manages appropriate information and ideas with accurate 
paragraphing. This scores a mark at the top of level 3. 

6 marks 

 

5+4+6= 

15 marks 
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S43 AO1 

There are a good number of relevant points made, but 
bullet point 1 is not focused on. The response shows a 
secure appreciation of information and ideas. As a best fit 
the response scores a mark at the top of level 3. 

6 marks 

AO4 

Communication is successful, but not perceptive and 
subtle, although the response is sharply focused. There is 
some sophistication of form, tone and register. 

11 marks 

AO5 

The candidate manipulates complex ideas and uses 
extensive vocabulary and punctuation with accuracy. 

8 marks 

6+11+8= 

25 marks 

 

 

S44 AO1 

Some relevant points are made with a secure appreciation 
of information and ideas. Covers all three bullets, even if 
not in great detail.  

5 marks 

AO4 

This letter communicates clearly with a clear sense of 
purpose and largely appropriate use of form, tone and 
register. However, this is not successful or effective and a 
mark in level 3 is warranted.  

6 marks 

AO5 

Uses paragraphs; expresses and orders information and 
ideas. Uses some correctly spelt vocabulary and 
punctuation with some control. The last paragraph is very 
close to the original text. There are several awkwardly 
phrased sentences including ‘I suggest that may these 
activities I have mentioned…’. This keeps the mark in level 
2. 

4 marks 

5+6+4= 

15 marks 

S45 AO1 

Whilst there is mainly a focus on Text 2, there are 
moments where aspects of Text 1 are referred to, such as 
fundraising and time issues. Overall, this offers a wide 
range of relevant points and presents well-focused 
comments with perceptive references to information and 

9+11+7= 

27 marks 
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ideas. If there had been more relevant material related to 
text 1 this would have scored full marks. 

9 marks 

AO4 

The text is sharply focused on purpose and there is some 
sophisticated use of form, tone and register. 
Communication is largely perceptive but lacks the subtlety 
of a top mark response. 

11 marks 

AO5 

Manipulates complex ideas utilising a range of structural 
and grammatical features. There is also an extensive 
vocabulary and rare spelling and punctuation errors. 
Punctuation is varied and accurate with precision. 
However, there are some slight inconsistencies. 

7 marks 

S46 AO1 

Selects and interprets the given bullets in an appropriate 
manner with a good number of relevant points. Some well-
focused comments. Bullet 1 is covered, but not in great 
detail. The slight uneven nature of the response keeps the 
mark lower in level 4. 

7 marks 

AO4 

Communicates successfully with a secure realisation of 
purpose and largely effective use of form, tone and 
register. This lacks the perceptiveness and subtlety of a 
top level response. 

9 marks 

AO5 

Uses a varied and selective vocabulary with a range of 
accurate and varied punctuation. More ambition is needed 
for a top level mark. 

6 marks 

7+9+6= 

22 marks 
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SECTION C: WRITING 

 

Question 9 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S47 AO4  

This is a mature and well-expressed piece of writing, 
sharply focused on the task. There is a good range of 
examples and they are confidently used. There is subtlety 
and perception here – for instance the focus on hard work 
and what it can achieve and what it will not achieve. The 
essay is sharply focused on the purpose of the task. 
Connectives are used well throughout, linking ideas 
confidently. 

20 marks 

AO5  

Complex ideas are manipulated with a range of structural 
devices used – connectives are used throughout, linking 
ideas and there are a range of correctly used complex and 
simple, sentences. A range of punctuation is used with the 
colon and brackets used effectively. 

10 marks 

20+10= 

30 marks 

S48 This is a clearly communicated response with appropriate 
use of form, tone and register. There is a clear sense of 
purpose as valid arguments are presented. All level 3 
criteria are met. 

AO4 = 12 marks  

There are errors, but there is some varied vocabulary and 
punctuation is used largely accurately. Paragraphing is 
appropriate and ideas are developed and connected 
appropriately overall. 

AO5 = 5 marks 

12+5= 

17 marks 

S49 This is a broadly appropriate response to the task with 
some grasp of the purpose using a straightforward form. 
Tone and register are appropriate, but there is a lack of 
development. 

AO4 = 7 marks 

This response uses paragraphs and a range of structural 
features with some correctly spelt vocabulary. Punctuation 
is used with some control. There is not enough evidence to 
award a level 3 mark.  

7+4= 

11 marks 
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AO5 = 4 marks 

 
 
Question 10 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S50 AO4 = 16 marks 

The candidate communicates successfully with a secure 
realisation of purpose. There is effective use of form, tone 
and register. There are some moments that digress slightly 
from the task and moments where the response is not 
sharply focused or subtle. This keeps the mark very 
securely in Level 4. 

AO5 = 8 marks 

Ideas are managed cohesively using a wide range of 
vocabulary and punctuation with only occasional errors, 
such as when punctuating speech. 

16+8= 

24 marks 

S51 This is a perceptive and subtle piece of writing. It is sharply 
focused and has a sophisticated use of form, tone and 
register. This fulfils all level 5 criteria.  

AO4 = 20 marks 

There is manipulation of ideas, with a range of structural 
and grammatical features used effectively. Vocabulary is 
extensive and punctuation is varied with precision and 
variety.  

AO5 = 10 marks 

20+10= 

30 marks 

S52 Communication is clear but not successful. There is a clear 
sense of purpose, however as the writing is focused on the 
task. The writing is a little too pedestrian in places with 
some clichés and it is not always fully clear. 

AO4= 11 marks 

There is connection and development of appropriate 
information. Vocabulary is varied but there are errors. 
There is some comma splicing and the punctuation of 
speech is not accurate, however there is accurate and 
varied punctuation used. 

AO5 = 5 marks 

11+5= 

16 marks 

S53 The writing communicates successfully with a secure 
realisation of the task, overall. There is some lively 
description, and this engages the reader, but there are 

14+6= 

20 marks 
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moments of inconsistency with some laboured descriptive 
passages. There is mostly secure form, tone and register. 

AO4 = 14 marks 

Whilst there is some ambition evident, there are a number 
of errors. The candidate develops and connects 
appropriate information and ideas, using paragraphs 
accurately. There is varied vocabulary and most of the 
words with irregular patterns are spelt accurately. There is 
mainly accurate use of varied punctuation.  

AO5 = 6 marks 

 
 

Question 11 

 

Script                   Commentaries                Mark 

S54 Communication is broadly appropriate showing some 
grasp of the purpose with straightforward use of form, tone 
and register.  There are narrative sections, however, which 
are not focused on the task. This has all level 2 qualities, 
but no level 3 descriptors are fulfilled. 

AO4 = 8 marks 

Some paragraphs are used and a range of structural 
devices are used, but these are not developed or 
connected. Some correctly spelt vocabulary and 
punctuation is used with some control, but there are a 
number of errors. 

AO5 = 4 marks 

8+4= 

12 marks 

S55 This is sharply focused with some perception and subtly. 
There is sophisticated use of form, but tone and register 
are more effective than sophisticated. On balance this 
scores a mark in the middle of level 5. 

AO4 = 18 marks 

The candidate manipulates complex ideas accurately. 
There is extensive vocabulary and range of punctuation is 
used accurately and ambitiously. Whilst there are a small 
number of errors, this is precise and strategically crafted 
writing. 

AO5 = 10 marks 

18+10= 

28 marks 

S56 This is a pedestrian, laboured piece of writing, 
communicating in a broadly appropriate way. It is also a 
narrative piece, which is not the appropriate purpose of the 

7+4= 

11 marks 
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task. There is some grasp of the purpose and 
straightforward use of form, tone and register.  

AO4 = 7 marks 

There is a lack of paragraphing with some varied 
vocabulary. The writing does not develop and connect. 
Punctuation is used with some control. On balance, this is 
at the top of level 2. 

AO5 = 4 marks 

S57 The response communicates successfully with a secure 
realisation of the purpose and some effective use of form, 
although tone and register are not always effective and 
ideas need to be more fully sustained. 

AO4 = 15 marks 

A wide range of vocabulary is used with some errors. A 
wide range of punctuation is used for clarity. Information 
and ideas are managed deliberately.  

AO5 = 8 marks 

15+8= 

23 marks 
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SECTION A: READING 

 

Question 1 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S58 Bullet point 1 1 mark 

S59 Bullet point 1 1 mark 

S60 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S61 Bullet point 3 1 mark 

 

Question 2 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S62 Bullet points 1 & 2 1 mark 

S63 Bullet point 3 1 mark 

S64 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S65 Bullet point 5 1 mark 

S66 Bullet point 3 1 mark 

 
Question 3 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S67 There is thorough understanding and exploration of 
language with detailed and appropriate references. 

8 marks 

S68 This is a Level 1 response. There is little understanding of 
language and structure shown and the response is brief 
and tends to re-tell the content. 

2 marks 

S69 The response shows clear understanding and explanation 
of language with references that are appropriate and 
relevant to the points made. 

6 marks 

S70 There is a secure focus on the question showing some 
thorough understanding of how language works. The 
references are detailed and appropriate. 

7 marks 
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S71 The response identifies what the writer says not how and 
the response is narrative. The response is a little more 
than basic putting it at the bottom of Level 2. 

3 marks 

 

 
Question 4 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S72 Bullet point 1 1 mark 

S73 Bullet point 2 1 mark 

S74 - 0 marks 

S75 Bullet point 3 1 mark 

S76 Bullet points 3 & 5 1 mark 

S77 - 0 marks 

 
Question 5 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S78 Bullet points 3 & 5 2 marks 

S79 Bullet points 1 & 6 2 marks 

S80 Bullet points 1, 2, 5 & 6 2 marks 

S81 Bullet points 1 & 6 2 marks 

S82 Bullet points 2 & 7 2 marks 

 
Question 6 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S83 This response improves as it goes along and shows some 
thorough understanding and some exploration of how 
language is used for effect. 

7 marks 

S84 The response shows clear understanding and explanation 
of language with references that are appropriate and 
relevant to the points made. 

6 marks 
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S85 The response shows clear understanding and explanation 
of language with references that are appropriate and 
relevant to the points made. Unfortunately, the second 
paragraph does not focus on the question. 

6 marks 

S86 Overall the response focuses on what the writer says not 
how language is used for effect. There is some re-telling of 
content but there are some relevant references. Level 2 is 
a best fit. 

4 marks 

S87 This response simply re-tells the content offering no 
comments on language and structure. 

1 mark 

 
Question 7 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S88 This response considers obvious comparisons and 
comments on ideas and perspectives. There are some 
valid references but these are not developed. 

5 marks 

S89 The response considers a range of comparisons with 
explanation of the ideas and perspectives. The references 
are appropriate and relevant to the points being made. 

9 marks 

S90 There is only one comparative word and the majority of the 
response is re-telling of content. Best fit is Level 1. 

3 marks 

S91 This response considers obvious comparisons and 
comments on ideas and perspectives. There is a lack of 
support for the points made. 

6 marks 

S92 The response covers quite a wide range of comparisons 
with some exploration of the ideas and perspectives. It is 
comparative throughout. The references fully support the 
points being made. 

11 marks 
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SECTION B: READING AND WRITING 

 

Question 8 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S93 AO1 

The selection and interpretation of the bullet points is apt 
and there is a wide range of relevant points. 

9 marks 

AO4 

The response is sharply focused on audience and purpose 
with sophisticated use of form, tone and register. 

12 marks 

AO5 

The response manipulates complex ideas with coherence 
and cohesion, using extensive vocabulary deliberately. 
There is accurate and precise punctuation used to achieve 
particular effects. Occasional errors do not detract. 

8 marks 

9+12+8= 

29 marks 

S94 AO1 

There is an appropriate selection of relevant material and a 
reasonable number of relevant points. 

5 marks 

AO4 

The response communicates clearly. There is a clear 
sense of purpose and audience and an appropriate use of 
form, tone and register. 

6 marks 

AO5 

The response expresses and orders information and ideas. 
There is some correct spelling and some control of 
punctuation. 

4 marks 

5+6+4= 

15 marks 

S95 AO1 

There is some relevant information and ideas and the 
response makes some relevant points but these are not 
developed. 

4 marks 

AO4 

4+4+4= 

12 marks 
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The response communicates in a broadly appropriate way 
and there is some grasp of purpose and audience. 

4 marks 

AO5 

The response expresses and orders information and uses 
paragraphs. There is some correct spelling and some 
control of punctuation. 

4 marks 

S96 AO1 

There is some relevant information and ideas and the 
response makes some relevant points but these are not 
developed.  

3 marks 

AO4 

The response does communicate in a broadly appropriate 
way but there is a limited sense of format. There is some 
grasp of purpose and audience. 

3 marks 

AO5 

The response is reasonably organised. There is some 
correct spelling but also some errors and there is some 
control of punctuation, but it is not very ambitious. 

3 marks 

3+3+3= 

9 marks 

S97 AO1 

There is a good number of relevant points and appropriate 
selection of material but occasionally it is a bit close to the 
original texts. 

7 marks 

AO4 

There is secure realisation of audience and purpose and 
effective use of form, tone and register with the use of 
some rhetorical devices. 

9 marks 

AO5 

The response develops and manages appropriate 
information with accurate paragraphing. There is varied 
vocabulary and punctuation used for effect. 

6 marks 

7+9+6= 

22 marks 
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SECTION C: WRITING 

 

Question 9 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S98 AO4 

The response communicates clearly with a clear sense of 
purpose and fulfils all Level 3 criteria but is not effective 
enough for Level 4. It is also slightly off focus for the task. 

12 marks 

AO5 

The response manages ideas cohesively and deliberately, 
using a range of vocabulary accurately. There is an 
accurate range of punctuation used deliberately. 

7 marks 

12+7= 

19 marks 

S99 AO4 

The ideas are broadly appropriate and there is some grasp 
of purpose. The response is undeveloped. 

6 marks 

AO5 

There is an attempt to order the information and the use of 
paragraphs. There is some correctly spelt vocabulary, 
although there are a number of errors, and punctuation is 
used with some control. 

3 marks 

6+3= 

9 marks 

S100 AO4 

This response communicates successfully and effectively 
with a secure realisation of purpose. 

16 marks 

AO5 

The ideas are manipulated with a range of structural and 
grammatical features. There is extensive vocabulary with 
an occasional error. The punctuation is used with accuracy 
and effectively. 

9 marks 

16+9= 

25 marks 
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Question 10 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S101 AO4 

This response communicates successfully and effectively 
with a secure realisation of purpose. 

14 marks 

AO5 

The response manages ideas cohesively and deliberately, 
using a range of vocabulary accurately. There is an 
accurate range of punctuation used deliberately. 

7 marks 

14+7= 

21 marks 

S102 AO4 

The ideas are broadly appropriate and there is some grasp 
of purpose and audience. 

8 marks 

AO5 

There is an attempt to order the information and use 
paragraphs. There is some correctly spelt vocabulary and 
punctuation is used with some control. 

4 marks 

8+4= 

12 marks 

S103 AO4 

The ideas are broadly appropriate and there is some grasp 
of purpose but the narrative is not entirely clear. 

5 marks 

AO5 

There is some attempt to express and order information 
and some correctly spelt vocabulary but there are also 
grammatical errors. 

3 marks 

5+3= 

8 marks 

S104 AO4 

The communication is perceptive and subtle and sharply 
focused on purpose. It fulfils all Level 5 criteria. The 
response is quite lively. 

20 marks 

AO5 

The ideas are manipulated with a range of structural and 
grammatical features. There is a wide and selective 

20+9= 

29 marks 
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vocabulary used accurately. The punctuation is used with 
accuracy and effectively. 

9 marks 

 
Question 11 

 

Script                   Commentaries                 Mark 

S105 AO4 

The description is perceptive, subtle and sharply focused 
on purpose. It fulfils all Level 5 criteria. 

20 marks 

AO5 

The ideas are manipulated with a range of structural and 
grammatical features. There is a wide and selective 
vocabulary used accurately. The punctuation is used with 
accuracy and effectively. 

9 marks 

20+9= 

29 marks 

S106 AO4 

The ideas are broadly appropriate and there is some grasp 
of purpose but the response is sometimes more of a 
narrative than description. 

8 marks 

AO5 

There are some problems with the grammar and 
expression but it does not impede meaning. There is 
correctly spelt vocabulary and the punctuation has some 
control. 

4 marks 

8+4= 

12 marks 

S107 AO4 

This response communicates clearly with a clear sense of 
purpose. The response is slightly narrative. 

11 marks 

AO5 

The ideas are developed and connected with appropriate 
paragraphing. There is a reasonably varied vocabulary 
used with some accuracy and the punctuation is varied and 
mostly accurate. 

6 marks 

11+6= 

17 marks 


