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This booklet has been produced to support mathematics teachers delivering the new
International GCSE in English Language (Specification B).

The booklet looks at questions from the Sample Assessment Materials, and some
relevant questions from past papers. It shows real student responses to these questions,
and how the examining team follow the mark scheme to demonstrate how the students

would be award

ed marks on these questions.

Our examining team have selected student responses to all 11 questions. Following each
question you will find the mark scheme for that question and then a range of student
responses with accompanying examiner comments on how the mark scheme has been
applied and the marks awarded, and on common errors for this sort of question.

Student

7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts,
(15)

_Both. possaggs Tl Gbam APEXLLO@S.f rmuuhng..

____m_wnm of =t one. LucHes me....ob:m .

response
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Qbaut 'S experiencs and the Ploes Ae has. visited.
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nderested in howing hid owa experienes to. remenber

Examiner commentary
on the student

response

future. _ e -
The (erkr o0t one. ues degreriphive defal

4/15

Examiner Comments

Thwee iz an attempt at content-based comparizon and relevant references are made. This therefore
deseiTbs a mark in Level 2, even if it iz not a complete response. To improve the quality of this
response, for which 15 marks are available, a fuller exploration of the different ways in which the
two writers convey their experiences, set out in a comparative way, would have been required.

Marks awarded
for the question
or question
parts
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Read Text One in the Extracts Booklet, from First Impressions - an
Englishman in New York, which is about a man’s first experience of New
York.

In lines 17-22 the writer describes the immigration process.
Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

Question | Answer Marks
number
1 One mark for any one of the following:

e going to take a long time

e nothing to do

e the video on a continuous loop

e passport check was quick and painless

e unusual to be photographed and finger-printed.

(1)
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1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.

Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.

Hcftbundﬁunsmmbtm]‘hmogmphcd
O FNGRE PO

|
|
|
L o S ] B {Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

An accurate answer is given.

1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.
Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.

TA"‘VWMMJ[@DA edand«vfmger-mn’fed

{Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

An accurate answer is given.
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1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.

Identify one point the writer makes e 4
Tre evpererce was pg e ek aussoot  pos

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments
An accurate answer is given.

1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.

Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.
n
Ot goime the woiaw mertes obms, th clpwicnce 15 thos. It @vld 3¢c thox e Mon. going. o Sows. #ime. 05 .

”
B cotive humen_sonent ok ow Ut wos woieing In Une ‘o fuene obme.,

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

Examiner Comments
An accurate answer is given.
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2. Inlines 23-34, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State one thing the writer sees.

Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Question | Answer Marks
number
2 One mark for any one of the following:

e Starbucks/McDonald’s

e warning signs about dodgy taxis
¢ yellow taxis

e same type of cars as in Europe

e some vehicles are different/Jeeps/stretch
limousines/vans

e the skyline/Queensboro Bridge.

(1)
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2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State one thing the writer sees.

......................... SO UK S e

(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

An appropriate sighting is given.

2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State gne thing the writer sees.
“The urifer sos. the iconic. Manhe Han.

________________ s\(.q\mlz,

(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

An appropriate sighting is given.
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2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.
Statcgiiii#thing the writer (B

{Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

An appropriate sighting is given.

2 In lines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State one thing the writer sees.

e (Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Examiner Comments

An appropriate sighting is given.
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3. Explain how the writer presents his impressions of New York.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.

(Total for Question 3 = 10 marks)

Question | Answer Marks
number
3 Reward responses that demonstrate how the writer presents

his impressions of New York.
Responses may include:

e the use of descriptive language to create a sense of
unfamiliarity - ‘not quite what I was used to, being
29 floors up’

e repetition to create a sense of wonder — ‘The Midtown
location was amazing’, ‘It’s also (to my ears)
amazing’

e the use of typical New York features - ‘those yellow
fire hydrants’, ‘newspaper vending machines’,
“Walk/Don’t Walk’ signs’

e excitement caused by familiar locations - ‘The feeling
of being on a film set’

e the use of a simile to describe the level of the noise -
'it’s like somebody turned the volume up’

e he is surprised by the uninhibited private
conversations of the pedestrians - ‘fascinating insight
into the private lives of New Yorkers’

e the way he makes the buildings sound impressive -
‘how mind-blowing New York architecture really is’

¢ he encourages the reader to share his experiences -
‘New York lived up to and in fact exceeded my
expectations - it should be on everyone’s list of
places to visit’

e the use of colloquial and informal language engages
the reader - ‘wow’, ‘The Big Apple’
¢ he creates a strong sense of location through the use

of proper nouns - ‘Manhattan’, ‘Empire State
Building’, ‘Queensboro Bridge’, ‘Rockefeller Center’

e the use of the first person creates a sense of
realism/immediacy - many examples. (10)
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3 Explain how the writer presents his impressions of New York,

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.

110}
~The writer. fAndS. (b SITONGge wohtn people Lk angt ...
_doot_care what other Thint. Qbout them . Baeg For exannple. .
“T4s also amoring haw People Just ca not care who
-hears their conversations”, This.way the writer. represents,
the dharodu o the. oty by describing The personality.
Hhat—Emes. o pecplethat £vein New Yore, o fells ushis. .
opressians but. Qlso RILus. about The oty R
_Also_the wiritr . Qses descriphie. ﬁﬂﬂhlﬂ#&p{:ﬁr
ﬁ%mmple_ ...... o fow. Dig. 3eed, 0. Couple.of strech. 1imousines!.
This helps us 1o aeode an | MNA. A4S weell s, understand
hows the._streefs of e York mg ore full of corS. feuants
us fo see. whot he sees .
0 addinon. ‘TT‘E NI USES. maduﬂrb&
*FD M his.inpressions.fur exampie. " The views wren.
; Lirding the Gty and caming i 1o load Gt JEK_Qicpart
| Ore, speducular”. TS roalos uS. under smad how . impressed
e 13 from. the. views. o New Yore Gity befoe cven

we‘:’r\g i the center, This Shaw . Qs -how._amazing
Meuw) ACs -

s Th!; ..... LI TCr S ratl A
! ﬂk:ﬂui Jhi seruices of New Yort. Fczr ﬂmmgm lhr_re wad...

hitte. todo ewmcept coadt ! Thihuﬂblthﬂ L l.’l'!:,r....ShD...l.Jf‘:.. -
us. . houw gooct the Rrues are. and fhal Ahey lsen

L.




@ Pearson
edexcel

Jﬂ::s your emunds. 1 Mnmad ety ..
I‘Jt::m;rhmg else . T noheed 13 Th::ﬁ Ahe woriter

Tl s alour e architccture . FOr exannpll,. . The uiees. ..
;:]'.’.F.RJ-T.‘- The Living (oom WS Certanly not. quite. u,;.hcui —
s uxd. o, being &4 foors up s oppad to o This .
Shaws us Thod e Bhuildings. are Wery igh, where
‘ a ot of efford. wOS.Needed .

6/10

Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response to the question on the writer’s impression of New York, as it
demonstrates clear understanding and has appropriate examples. The comments are not sufficiently
developed to move it into Level 4, for which a closer analysis of language and structure would be
required.
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L=

N e
3 Explain how the writer presents his impressions of New York. \}BJ d-wf

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations. f
(10}
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6/10

Examiner Comments

This is a response which shows a clear understanding of the way in which the writer shows his
impressions of New York and makes appropriate references. The comments on how the writer
refers to the architecture are made well, with analysis of metaphor.




@ Pearson
edexcel

|
{ 3 Explain how the writer present-iNRAATAN::

i You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.
110}
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8/10

Examiner Comments
Thorough understanding is shown, with references which support the points that are made. The
response engages with the writing, looking at specific techniques in a thoughtful way. A little more
perceptive development of the points would have taken this response into Level 5.
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3 Explain how the writer presents his impressions of Mew York.

You should support vour answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.
{110]
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Examiner Comments

There is some sound understanding and valid reference to the text is made. The candidate’s points
are not always supported in a fully secure way, but there is relevance.
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Read Text Two in the Extracts Booklet, from Notes from a Small Island,
which is about a journey the writer makes to Dover in England.

In lines 1-22, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.
State one of the difficulties the writer experienced.

(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

Question | Answer Marks
number
4 One mark for any one of the following:

¢ inadequate (little) map

e was 2 miles away

e wasteland/factories/industrial units are in his way
e chainlink fence

e it's getting late

¢ he’s not getting any nearer

e dual carriageway

¢ embankment.

(1)
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4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the difficulties the writer experienced.

........ W found.hisedf. :quf:ﬁzmg -thraugh miks..
lf‘\ Adamlink

(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

A correct example of a difficulty is given.

4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the dlff culties the writer experlenced

(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

0/1

Examiner Comments

The point about the writer’s arriving ‘breathless and late’ is not a valid one, as it does not refer to
difficulties faced by the writer.
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4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to th"j
State ¥ of th_s the writer experienced.

WA ueezeding Ovoush holr> in damlink

S - ________(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

A correct example of a difficulty is given.

4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the difficulties the writer experienced.

“Th ey tound . dettisale. o b Suncting thovgh._hele In.. cheinting. Juses..and gt ghacing b ........
Noy bertan Wsobing voiley. somidges. Mith broven indeuS

o o ) (Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

1/1

Examiner Comments

A correct example of a difficulty is given.
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5. Inlines 23-32, the writer describes the ferry crossing.
Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.

(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

Question | Answer Marks
number
5 One mark each for any two of the following:

e seasick

e crowded boat

e busy duty-free shop

e limited seating

e badly-behaved children
e bad weather.

(2)
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5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.

1 That the boat. was. Cammed wdhpeapl, .
2. That. it ua0s... g he woedher. oxas.ooct

(Total for Question5=2marks)

2/2

Examiner Comments

Two unpleasant experiences are recorded.

5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.

fr 3

Tdemnentedly  Rively  chdren S

(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

)ﬁ\@'-nf\x bcat oo oronmesl oot E’@?l‘;\

2/2

Examiner Comments

Two unpleasant experiences are recorded.
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5 In lines 20-28, the writer describes the (NG
Name (NS he writer finds (NS

(Total for Question5=2marks)

0/2

Examiner Comments

No response.

5 In lines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.

2 The wivar dind. okio unpleasons. 15, oleo. thay, Wb, ool Widh e Ligs ond docing boiv vuc tiying
to_comvicne trmecrcs thee buanss, the um vos shinning . they, cldn't Qussibly b eold o

(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

Examiner Comments

One point is clearly made and fully relevant. The second, however, does not quite score the point,
as the example given does not quite indicate the writer’s sense of things being unpleasant.
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6. How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.

(Total for Question 6 = 10 marks)

Question | Indicative content Marks
number
6 Reward responses that demonstrate how the writer describes

his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover.

Responses may include:

e the writer’s use of optimism - ‘another promising
day’

e the use of sentence structure to convey his increasing
concern over missing his ferry

e the use of onomatopoeia to highlight his anxiety -
‘whimpering panic’

e he is nervous about the ferry crossing - ‘a certain
disquiet’

e descriptive language to emphasise the chaos inside
the ferry — ‘'mayhem’, ‘dementedly lively’, *quickly
found my way out again’

e the anticipation of seeing Dover again after many
years - ‘eager to see Dover again’

e the use of contrasts: he was pleased that some
things had not changed - ‘small cry of pleasure’, ‘The
view out to sea was likewise unchanged’; he was
miserable - ‘plodded distractedly’, ‘unhappy’,
‘grumbling’

e the use of personification to show how shocked he is
by the changes in Dover - ‘more menacing’,
‘uncomfortably squeezed’

¢ he feels as if he could be anywhere in England - ‘so
indistinguishable’

e heis relieved to finally get his bearings - ‘everything
suddenly became clear’, ‘strode purposefully’

e the extract ends on a happier note - ‘Cheered by this
thought’

e the use of the first person creates a sense of
realism/immediacy - many examples.

(10)




Pearson

edexcel
Level Mark | AO2 Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and
structural devices to achieve their effects
0 No rewardable material.
Level1l |1-2 e Basic identification and little understanding of the
language and/or structure used by writers to achieve
effects.

e The use of references is limited.

Level 2 | 3-4 e Some understanding of and comment on language and
structure and how these are used by writers to achieve
effects, including use of vocabulary.

e The selection of references is valid, but not developed.

Level 3 | 5-6 e Clear understanding and explanation of language and
structure and how these are used by writers to achieve
effects, including use of vocabulary and sentence
structure.

e The selection of references is appropriate and relevant to
the points being made.

Level 4 | 7-8 e Thorough understanding and exploration of language and
structure and how these are used to achieve effects,
including use of vocabulary, sentence structure and other
language features.

e The selection of references is detailed, appropriate and
fully supports the points being made.

Level 5 | 9-10 e Perceptive understanding and analysis of language and
structure and how these are used by writers to achieve
effects, including use of vocabulary, sentence structure
and other language features.

e The selection of references is discriminating and clarifies
the points being made.
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6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with elase reference to the passage, including

brief quatations.
(10}
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Examiner Comments

Some thorough understanding and detailed references indicate that this merits a mark in Level 4,
although the analysis would have needed to be sharper to make it worthy of the next Level. The
comments pick out some good examples of effective language.
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Examiner Comments

Some clear understanding and comment but it is not always sufficiently developed. It just meets the
Level 3 descriptors on the ‘best fit” principle, with some valid points about how Bryson sustains the
reader’s interest.
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6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, induding
brief quotations.
(10}
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Examiner Comments

Some understanding, so worth a Level 2 mark. However, the candidate loses focus on thoughts and
feelings, and approaches the question as being purely about writing techniques.
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Examiner Comments

This is a response meriting a mark in Level 2, as some relevant comment on language is offered
and there are valid references. To have moved the mark beyond Level 2, it would have been
necessary to give a fuller analysis of the way in which effects are achieved to describe thoughts and
feelings: there is perhaps over-reliance on sentence length, whether short or long.
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Refer to BOTH Text One AND Text Two to answer the following question.

Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and
experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.

(Total for Question 7 = 15 marks)

Question | Indicative content Marks
number
7 Responses may include the following points:

Text One

e the writer conveys the experience as a positive one,
for example: ‘really looking forward’, ‘spirits high’,
‘spectacular’, ‘wow’, ‘iconic’, amazing’

e he is apprehensive about the immigration process
which starts negatively - ‘sweaty tunnels’, ‘a long
time’ - but ends positively - ‘quick and painless’

e his attention to the detailed description of many
familiar features to help the reader feel included -
‘vellow taxis’, ‘fire hydrants’, ‘skyscrapers’,
‘Walk/Don't walk signs’, ‘Empire State Building’,
‘Rockefeller Centre’

e he conveys how he is overwhelmed by ‘the sheer
level of noise on the streets’

¢ he conveys how enjoyable it was by using hyperbole

- ‘mind-blowing’, ‘exceeded my expectations’.
General points candidates may make on the whole of
Text One

e the text is broken up by sub-headings making it
easier to read

e the use of positive language throughout conveys the
writer’'s enjoyable experience

e the use of a slightly colloquial/chatty style - ‘kicking
in’, ‘check out’, ‘the real ‘wow’ factor’, ‘mind-blowing’
- makes the reader feel engaged
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Question | Indicative content Marks
number
7 Text Two

e the writer of Text Two is equally positive at the start,
with the use of ‘promising’

e he conveys an experience that quickly deteriorates -
‘inadequate little map’ with a catalogue of negative
language to describe the way to the terminal -
‘bewildering wasteland’ (metaphor), ‘derelict
factories’, acres of waste ground’ (hyperbole), ‘jagged
concrete’, ‘rusting railway carriages’ (alliteration),
‘broken windows’

e the way he lists his ideas, feelings and behaviour -
‘whimpering panic’, ‘dodging’, ‘clambering’,
‘breathless’, ‘like someone who’d just survived a
mining disaster’ (simile)

e his experience of the ferry crossing is unnerving and
exaggerated - ‘certain disquiet’, ‘crammed’, *hordes
of dementedly lively children’, ‘people with blue lips
and dancing hair’ (metaphor)

e his reactions on arriving contrast with his experience
on the ferry - ‘eager’, ‘strode’, ‘small cry of pleasure’

¢ how he describes his disappointment at the changes
to Dover - ‘vast and unbecoming’, ‘more menacing’,
‘unrecognisable’, ‘uncomfortably squeezed’

e how he describes his mixed feelings at the end -
‘distractedly’, ‘unhappy’, ‘grumbling’, ‘strode
purposefully’, *Cheered by this thought’

General points candidates may make on the whole of
Text Two

e the use of negative language throughout conveys the
unpleasant experience the writer had

e there is the use of humour which shows that the
writer may see the funny side of the experience

Points of comparison
e Text One is positive/Text Two is negative

e Text One is more informative/Text Two is about his
personal experience

e Text Two uses humour

e both texts are informal

e both texts are about arriving in a city/town
e both texts describe what the writers saw

e both texts convey clearly the writers’ ideas and
experiences.

Reward all valid points.

(15)
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Level

AO3 Explore links and connections between writers’ ideas

and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed

No rewardable material.

Level 1

The response does not compare the texts.

Description of writers’ ideas and perspectives,
including theme, language and/or structure.

The use of references is limited.

Level 2

4-6

The response considers obvious comparisons between
the texts.

Comment on writers’ ideas and perspectives,
including theme, language and/or structure.

The selection of references is valid, but not
developed.

NB: candidates who have considered only ONE text
may still achieve a mark up to the top of Level 2

Level 3

7-9

The response considers a range of comparisons
between the texts.

Explanation of writers’ ideas and perspectives,
including theme, language and/or structure.

The selection of references is appropriate and
relevant to the points being made.

Level 4

10-12

The response considers a wide range of comparisons
between the texts.

Exploration of writers’ ideas and perspectives,
including theme, language and/or structure are used
across the texts.

References are balanced across both texts and fully
support the points being made.

Level 5

13-15

The response considers a varied and comprehensive
range of comparisons between the texts.

Analysis of writers’ ideas and perspectives, including
theme, language and/or structure are used across the
texts.

References are balanced across both texts; they are
discriminating and fully support the points being
made.
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7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.
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Examiner Comments

There is an attempt at content-based comparison and relevant references are made. This therefore
deserves a mark in Level 2, even if it is not a complete response. To improve the quality of this
response, for which 15 marks are available, a fuller exploration of the different ways in which the
two writers convey their experiences, set out in a comparative way, would have been required.
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7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

L — T

Support your answer with examples from both texts.

(15)
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Examiner Comments

There is a clear attempt at comparison but it is undeveloped. The suggestion that the two passages
have different purposes is a worthwhile one, and there is an attempt to show differences in tone and
descriptive techniques, though this would have needed to be more fully amplified for a higher Level
mark.
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Examiner Comments

The opening sentence directly compares the two texts. This is followed by a range of points with
examples, although sometimes the comparison is implicit.
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7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.
(15)
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Examiner Comments

There is very little here: the answer is clearly not finished, perhaps because time ran out. The
candidate needed to remember that this is the question with the highest marks in Section A, and
hence to leave enough time for a full and sustained response.
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8. A friend of yours is going abroad for the first time.
Write a letter to your friend explaining what it might be like.
You should include:
e what might be seen or experienced
e what might be enjoyable
¢ what might be disappointing.

Think carefully about the purpose of your letter and the audience for whom it is
intended.

(Total for Question 8 = 30 marks)
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Question | Indicative content Marks
number
8 A suitable register for a letter to a friend should be adopted.

Candidates should address all areas. The following are some
points that candidates may make but there are other
possibilities.

What might be seen or experienced:

e skyscrapers (in clouds)

e long queues

e the vehicles

e the beautiful views

e the strange environment (29 floors up)

e seeing things familiar from films/TV

e the noise

e crowds

e noisy children

e ugly modernisation

What might be enjoyable:

e the sights

e the views from where you stay

e seeing lots of things you recognise from films/TV
e overhearing strangers’ conversations

e the amazing buildings

e seeing familiar places

What might be disappointing:

e waiting at passport control

e most cars are the same as at home

e how noisy it is

¢ problems getting to the terminal

e how crowded the ferry is

e how unpleasant many buildings are

e many towns are very similar

Reward all valid points.

(30)
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Level

AO1 Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives

Level O

No rewardable material.

Level 1

e Selection and interpretation of the given bullet points is
limited.

e Includes a small number of points with some relevance.

e Demonstrates a limited ability to locate and retrieve
information and ideas.

Level 2

3-4

e Selection and interpretation of the given bullet points is
valid, but not developed.

e Gives some relevant points.
e Brings in some relevant information and ideas.

Level 3

5-6

e Selection and interpretation of the given bullet points is
appropriate and relevant to the points being made.

e Offers a reasonable number of relevant points.
e Shows secure appreciation of information and ideas.

Level 4

7-8

e Selection and interpretation of the given bullet points is
appropriate, detailed and fully supports the points being
made.

e Offers a good number of relevant points.

e Makes well-focused comments about information and
ideas.

Level 5

9-10

e Selection and interpretation of the given bullet points is
apt and is persuasive in clarifying the points being made.

e Offers a wide range of relevant points.

e Presents well-focused comments with perceptive
references to information and ideas.
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Level Mark AO4 Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting
form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes
and audiences

0 No rewardable material.

Levell | 1-2 e Communication is at a basic level, and limited in clarity.

e Little awareness is shown of the purpose of the writing
and the intended reader.

e Little awareness of form, tone and register.

Level 2 | 3-4 e Communicates in a broadly appropriate way.

e Shows some grasp of the purpose and of the
expectations/requirements of the intended reader.

e Straightforward use of form, tone and register.

Level 3 | 5-7 e Communicates clearly.

¢ Generally shows clear sense of purpose and
understanding of the expectations/requirements of the
intended reader.

e Appropriate use of form, tone and register.

Level 4 | 8-10 e Communicates successfully.

e Shows a secure realisation of the writing task according
to the writer's purpose and the
expectations/requirements of the intended reader.

e Effective use of form, tone and register.

Level 5 | 11-12 ¢ Communication is perceptive and subtle with
discriminating use of a full vocabulary.

e Task is sharply focused on purpose and the
expectations/requirements of the intended reader.

e Sophisticated control of text structure, skilfully
sustained paragraphing as appropriate and/or assured
application of a range of cohesive devices.
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Level

Mark

AO5 Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, grammar
and punctuation

No rewardable material.

Level 1

e Some basic punctuation is used.
¢ Grammatical structuring shows some control.

e Spelling of common words is usually correct, though
inconsistencies are present.

Level 2

3-4

e Control of punctuation is mostly secure.

e Grammatical structures are mostly accurate and used to
convey meanings.

¢ Spelling of a range of words is mostly accurate.

Level 3

5-6

e Punctuation is accurate, with a range of marks used to
enhance communication.

e A range of grammatical structuring is used accurately and
effectively.

e Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips.

Level 4

7-8

e Control of the full range of punctuation marks is precise, for
example by the deployment of semi-colons, pairs of
commas or dashes to indicate apposition or interpolation.

e Grammatical structuring is ambitious and assured, with
sophisticated control of expression and meaning.

e Spelling of a wide and ambitious vocabulary is consistently
accurate.
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Examiner Comments

AOL1 — The candidate successfully draws on ideas from the two texts, while avoiding being
dependent on them for content or context. The choice of Ireland as a destination is successful, with
a convincing sense of place. The Interpretation of the bullets is apt and persuasive, with a wide

range of relevant points.
AO4 — The writing is sharply focused and sophisticated - a lively response.

AO5 — Technically, the writer shows sophisticated control and ambitious vocabulary, which
communicates very effectively, despite a few technical slips.
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Examiner Comments

AOL — Ideas are for the most part drawn from Text 1, but there is coverage of a reasonable number
of relevant points.

AO4 — The candidate writes a successful and effective letter, with a secure sense of audience and
purpose, established quickly through the direct and engaging opening.

AOS5 - The writing is accurate and sometimes ambitious.
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Examiner Comments

AOL1 — The response touches on the third bullet point about potential disappointments, but there are
a reasonable number of relevant points, drawing on the source materials in an appropriate way.

AO4 — The candidate has written a letter that communicates successfully, with a sound awareness
of audience and purpose.

AO5 — The writing is mostly accurate, but with occasional slips of both spelling (eg ‘skyscrappers’)
and punctuation (eg ‘its’, with the apostrophe omitted)
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Examiner Comments

AOL1 — The candidate makes some relevant points but expression impedes clarity, as the meaning is
not always conveyed in a way which is easily understood.

AO4 — The communication is broadly appropriate, but again weaknesses of expression impede
clear understanding. There is some grasp of purpose and an awareness of audience is shown.

AOS5 - Although there is much accurate spelling there are problems with grammatical control and
expression.
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Write approximately 400 words on one of the following:
EITHER
9. 'To travel is better than to arrive.” Discuss.
(Total for Question 9 = 30 marks)

OR
10. Write a story (true or imaginary) entitled ‘The Beginning’.
(Total for Question 10 = 30 marks)

OR
11.Describe a place that has made an impression on you.
(Total for Question 11 = 30 marks)
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Question
number

Indicative content

Marks

9

As no audience is specified, the examiner is assumed to be the
audience.

Candidates are free to agree or disagree with the statement
and may present a variety of arguments.

Content may include references to: it depends where you are
going; how you are getting there; who you are travelling with;
why you are travelling; what mode of transport is being used.

Examiners should be open to a wide range of interpretation.

(30)

Question
number

Indicative content

Marks

10

No indicative content can be specified, since candidates may
choose to interpret the title as they wish.

Candidates should be rewarded for such qualities as a sense of
drama, vivid description, excitement or suspense.

NB: Explicit reference to the title may not be mentioned until
the end of the story.

Examiners should be open to a wide range of interpretation.

(30)

Question
number

Indicative content

Marks

11

Candidates may have quite a wide choice of places - real or
imaginary. They may refer to whole neighbourhoods, towns,
villages or a street. It may be a small or large area, indoors or
outdoors. They may describe a building or a room. The place
may have personal or spiritual significance.

Candidates should be rewarded for their powers to evoke a
sense of place and atmosphere, using effective vocabulary.

Examiners should be open to a wide range of interpretation.

(30)
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Level

Mark

AO04 Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form,

tone and register of writing for specific purposes and
audiences

No rewardable material.

Level 1

Communication is at a basic level, and limited in clarity.

Little awareness is shown of the purpose of the writing
and the intended reader.

Little awareness of form, tone and register.

Level 2

5-8

Communicates in a broadly appropriate way.

Shows some grasp of the purpose and of the
expectations/requirements of the intended reader.

Straightforward use of form, tone and register.

Level 3

9-12

Communicates clearly.

Generally shows clear sense of purpose and
understanding of the expectations/requirements of the
intended reader.

Appropriate use of form, tone and register.

Level 4

13-16

Communicates successfully.

A secure realisation of the writing task according to the
writer's purpose and the expectations/requirements of
the intended reader is shown.

Effective use of form, tone and register.

Level 5

17-20

Communication is perceptive and subtle with
discriminating use of a full vocabulary.

Task is sharply focused on purpose and the
expectations/requirements of the intended reader.

Sophisticated control of text structure, skilfully sustained
paragraphing as appropriate and/or assured application
of a range of cohesive devices.
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Level Mark AO5 Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence
structures, with accurate spelling, paragraphing, grammar
and punctuation

0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2 e Some basic punctuation is used.
e Grammatical structuring shows some control.

e Spelling of common words is usually correct, though
inconsistencies are present.

Level 2 3-4 e Punctuation is sometimes correct.

e Grammatical structuring of simple and some more
complex sentences is generally correct.

e Spelling of simple words and more complex words is
generally correct.

Level 3 5-6 e Control of punctuation is mostly secure.

e Grammatical structures are mostly accurate and used to
convey meanings.

e Spelling of a range of words is mostly accurate.

Level 4 7-8 e Punctuation is accurate, with a range of marks used to
enhance communication.

e A range of grammatical structuring is used accurately and
effectively.

e Spelling is almost always accurate, with occasional slips.

Level 5 9-10 e Control of the full range of punctuation marks is precise,
for example by the deployment of semi-colons, pairs of
commas or dashes to indicate apposition or interpolation.

e Grammatical structuring is ambitious and assured, with
sophisticated control of expression and meaning.

e Spelling of a wide and ambitious vocabulary is consistently
accurate.
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Examiner Comments

AO4 — The candidate has produced a sharply focused and sophisticated piece of writing on the
topic ‘The Beginning’, the quality of which merits a Level 5. The approach is an unusual one, with

some fascinating parallels drawn.
AO5 — The writing is accurate and the vocabulary ambitious. Communication is vivid and effective.
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Exemplar Question 9

Student Response B (Question 9)
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Examiner Comments

AO4 — The candidate’s discussion of whether it is better to travel than to arrive contains some
reasonable ideas, but these are not always very strongly argued and would benefit from stronger
development.

AOS — The writing contains some accurate spelling and punctuation. However, these are
accompanied by some errors of grammar and examples of unclear expression, which mean that the
ambitious and thoughtful ideas do not always come across as effectively as they might.
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Student Response C (Question 11)
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Examiner Comments

AO4 — Although the writing becomes more narrative than descriptive, there is a reasonably clear
and effective sense of the importance of the place selected because of the impression it had made
on the writer.

AO5 — The candidate has produced a response which is mostly accurate, but with some slips.
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Student Response D (Question 10)
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Exemplar Question 9 @Pearson
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Examiner Comments

AO4 — There are some reasonably clear ideas, but their expression could sometimes be livelier and
more arresting, to merit a higher Level.

AOS — The writing is mostly secure, but with some errors.
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