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Introduction

• The  purpose  of  this  pack  is  to  provide  teachers  and  students  with  some  examples  of 
responses to International  GCSE  English  Language  A  component  3: Non-Examined 
Assessment.

• The  responses  in  this  pack  were  taken  from  the  June  2024  examination  series, the 
first assessment with an amended format for Assignment A. The question papers 
and mark schemes can be found of the Pearson website  here.

• In  this  pack  you  will  find  a  sample  of  responses,  examiner  commentaries  and  marks.

• If  you  have  any  enquiries  regarding  these  materials  or  have  any  other  questions 
about the course, please contact our English subject advisor on
teachingenglish@pearson.com

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-english-language-a-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
mailto:teachingenglish@pearson.com
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Assignment A: Poetry and Prose Texts 
  

Candidates complete one 30-mark essay question based on any three poetry or prose 
texts from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology. At least 
one poetry text and one prose text must be discussed in the assignment. Students must 
write on a single topic/theme across the three texts. 

 

Assignment B: Imaginative Writing 

Candidates complete one 30-mark imaginative writing task. 

 
Script 1, Assignment A – Disabled, Still I Rise, The Story of an Hour 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The candidate has used the title ‘How does the writer convey powerful feelings?’ on their work. 
They may have benefitted from the scaffolded mode of task setting suggested in the support 
documentation for the revised specification.  
 
The reading section here contains some very basic ideas about three texts which have been dealt 
with separately. The understanding is limited – for example, in Disabled there is no mention of the 
war, and the candidate perceives the man to be old. The quotations do not actively support the 
ideas given. There are some mentions of language and structural terminology but again, there is 
misunderstanding, for example in the reference to personification in the Angelou where the 
candidate perceives the oil wells to be walking. As a result, the level 2 mark is generous. 
Comments are simple and generalised.  

 
Assignment A: Final mark 3 + 3 
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Script 1, Assignment B – Once, there was a house 
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The candidate attempts to organise the work into sections or paragraphs and has an idea 
perhaps linked to the Harry Potter narratives. The piece communicates at a basic level, though 
repeats character names rather than developing a narrative and so the piece becomes limited 
in its clarity. We can see level 1 skills for both AO4 and AO5. However, there are examples of 
accurate spelling to be credited and occasionally the punctuation is controlled for example, 
there is some sentence demarcation, and some commas correctly used.  

 
Assignment B: Final mark 3 + 3 
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Script 2, Assignment A – Disabled, Out Out and The Necklace 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The reference to ‘youth’ in the title here is perhaps more relevant for the poetry texts chosen 
than the prose. Annotation here is only at AO level rather than pinpointing skills within 
precise bands. There is no evidence of internal moderation on the reading work.  
 
The candidate writes about three texts using subheadings and can show some 
understanding of key events with support. There is some interpretation and inference made 
though the candidate tends to write about ‘quotes’ rather than the text. There is some 
misunderstanding of The Necklace. AO2 tends to be at word level but there is something 
about every text and they have a method which has enabled them to show some AO2 work 
in each paragraph and make an attempt at commenting on effect. 
 
Assignment A: Final mark 6 + 5 
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Script 2 – Assignment B – I was on the highway 

 
 

Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The writing is in paragraphs but loses focus within paragraph three and deviates from the 
purpose and the initial premise. There are some imaginative moments early in the piece and in 
the final sentence where the candidate does try to use the senses to describe. Some of the 
spelling is secure but there are slips in both punctuation and tense. More annotation in the 
body of the writing piece to pinpoint the skills would have helped the moderator.  
 
Assignment B: Final mark 5 + 4 
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Script 3, Assignment A – Still I Rise, The Story of an Hour, The Necklace 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The task is challenging for a student working at this level and could perhaps have been 
simplified and scaffolded using bullet points as per the specification exemplars. There is very 
little annotation of precise skills and no summative comment on the writing work. There is no 
evidence of internal moderation.  
 
The candidate provides an overview paragraph at the start of their essay and maintains a focus 
on the theme of the task throughout. They work on each text separately but include two prose 
texts in their response. The work makes some clear assertions about each text, which are 
supported with more relevant quotations. Several sensible inferences are made, and we have a 
clear sense of the candidate’s understanding of the three texts. We see more of a weighting 
towards the Chopin text overall. We see a number of techniques identified in the Angelou 
content with appropriate examples. The AO2 work is perhaps less detailed in the exploration of 
the prose texts, though we do still see some reference to devices. Work on the effect of writers’ 
choices is perhaps less developed.  
 
Assignment A: Final mark 9 + 9 
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Script 3, Assignment B – Among the four of us  
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The candidate constructs a narrative, organised into paragraphs. It is not immediately clear 
whether the family are moving into the house, staying there or simply exploring. However, as the 
work progresses, we can see all Level 2 skills in place for AO4 and the purpose becomes 
clearer with more of a sense of the reader’s expectations. At times, there are some engaging 
descriptive details and choices. We have some varied vocabulary and the beginnings of varied 
punctuation, but there are slips in control and accuracy and slips in tense too.  
 
Assignment B: Final mark 8 + 5 
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Script 4, Assignment A – The Story of an Hour, An Unknown Girl, Still I Rise 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 

The candidate provides an overview paragraph at the beginning of their work before dealing 
with each of the three texts in turn. The work has a real clarity to it and moves between AO1 
ideas with relevant supporting quotations into usefully connected AO2 observations. There is 
a pleasing balance of content on each of the three texts with relevant interpretation 
throughout. The candidate does not use complex terminology but does have a confident 
grasp of AO2 and exemplifies the features they have identified accurately. They are able to 
comment on both language and aspects of structure meaningfully and offer more detailed 
comments.  
 
Assignment A: Final mark: 9+12  
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Script 4, Assignment B – My Neighbour 
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 

The candidate creates a narrative organised into clear paragraphs with a definite structure. The 
opening is effective with some good choices of vocabulary to engage the reader. We are not 
entirely convinced by the premise, but we can clearly see all Level 3 skills in terms of AO5 and 
the spelling and punctuation go on to enhance the accuracy and clarity throughout.  
 
Assignment B: Final mark: 11+9  
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Script 5, Assignment A – Still I Rise, The Bright Lights of Sarajevo, The Story of 
an Hour 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 

Rather a wide-ranging task here covering three themes which could have been honed to give 
the candidate more of a focus and to ensure the coverage of ideas for AO1 was proportionate 
to the weighting. The nature of the task leads the candidate to zone in on AO2 first, with AO1 
becoming more implicit in places. This response has an introductory paragraph and a 
conclusion, bringing all three texts together and seeks to move more cohesively from one text 
to the next. From paragraph four onwards, we begin to see the candidate’s understanding 
emerging clearly and the AO2 work is building in confidence with detail and exemplification 
and more confident levels of analysis.  
 
Assignment A: Final mark: 9+14 
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Script 5, Assignment B – A Rainy Day 
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 

An engaging opening with some effective vocabulary is created to engage the reader. Spelling 
is accurate and the control of punctuation becomes more confident. The tone is maintained 
until the turning point of the rain increasing in severity. The piece is successful overall with a 
secure realisation of the progression of the night. Work is generally managed successfully and 
cohesively – though perhaps a strategic edit would have enhanced the work.  
 
Assignment B: Final mark: 15+10 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English Language A (4EA1 03) – June 2024 Exemplar – Issue 1 – November 2024 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024  

Script 6, Assignment A – Disabled, The Road Home, The Necklace 
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Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 
A high-level synthesised response. The question here has really focused an able 
candidate. The candidate sets out a strong thesis at the start in terms of AO1. The 
candidate moves confidently between the texts, crafting their response whilst maintaining 
the focus on symbolism. There is a subtlety here. The candidate is showing both perceptive 
ideas and perceptive analysis in terms of AO2. The candidate moves seamlessly to 
synthesise the three texts in relation to the task and uses the texts in a very discriminating 
way to support.  
 
Assignment A: Final mark: 12+18 
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Script 6, Assignment B – Power   
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 
The writing fulfils all of level 4 and is sharply focused in terms of purpose with some complex 
phrasing and an extensive vocabulary. At times the sentence structure lacks absolute precision 
and there are some occasional leaps of imagination which lack subtlety.  
 
Assignment B: Final Mark 16+11 
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Script 7, Assignment A – Disabled, The Bright Lights of Sarajevo, The Story of an 
Hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

44 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English Language A (4EA1 03) – June 2024 Exemplar – Issue 1 – November 2024 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

45 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English Language A (4EA1 03) – June 2024 Exemplar – Issue 1 – November 2024 

Author and Approver: GQ Product – DCL1 © Pearson Education Limited 2024  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignment A: Moderator comment and mark 
 
A high-level response dealing with each text in turn. A mature and confident response which is 
highly detailed and wide ranging in its coverage of AO2. The candidate’s engagement with the 
three texts is impressive and includes perceptive ideas and personal response with judicious 
referencing throughout. The analysis of Disabled in particular moves beyond the standard 
points normally seen and has originality of thought. This example fulfils all of level 5 
comfortably and in places moves beyond the parameters of the mark scheme.  
 
Assignment A: Final mark 12+18 
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Script 7, Assignment B – The Blank Canvas 
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Assignment B: Moderator comment and mark 
 
A complex, well-controlled and sophisticated narrative. The piece manipulates a complex idea 
and punctuates with precision. Vocabulary is extensive. Spelling is accurate throughout except 
for the very obvious ‘it’s’! Nonetheless, a highly accurate and impressively controlled piece 
which fulfils all the Level 5 descriptors.  
 
Assignment B: Final mark 18+12 


