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Session agenda
• General news for 4EA1 and 4ET1

• English Language A

Reminders about approaching the papers 

Support for 4EA1 01 Q5 comparison

Support for AO2: linguistic and structural devices

• English Literature 

Reminders about approaching the papers 

Support for 4ET1 01 poetry comparison

Support for 4ET1 context

Form and structure

• Networking

• Questions & answers 
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General news on 4EA1 and 
4ET1
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News & reminders
• Legacy qualifications 4EA0, 4EB0 and 4ET0 are no longer available. 

Students cannot carry forward coursework marks from a legacy Int
GCSE to a 9-1 GCSE.

• Entry deadline for summer 2019: 21.3.19. Entry codes in the 
Information Manual.

• Summer series: sample due 15 May 2019. Access submission 
guidance here.

• Free online support sessions on doing the SLE (17.3.19) and on 
submitting coursework (21.3.19). Register here.

• January series results 7.3.19/availability of assessment materials: QPs 
5.2.19, MSs 19.2.19, ERs 7.3.19/ post-results dates.

• 4EA1 03 exemplars from summer 2018 now available & more coming 
from Jan 2019.

• Ordering free hard copy anthologies.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Information-manual/7-International-GCSE-uk.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FForms-and-administration
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/subjects/english.updates.html?article=/content/demo/en/news-policy/subject-updates/english/subject_advisor_online_support_events&pageTypes=
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/post-results-services/post-results-key-dates.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/4EA1_03_coursework_exemplars;_post_first_assessment.zip
http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12/t/8528.aspx
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News & reminders
• At the autumn network we reviewed the examiner reports from 

summer 2018 You can access the presentation and recording. 

• Don’t forget to access the pre-recorded exam feedback training for 
4EA1 and 4ET1 for detailed input from the senior examiners and 
additional exemplar packs. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/Autumn-2018-4EA1-4ET1-online-network.zip
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__youtu.be_BIbEql5w4Qk&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=03NyR8bPX8vAaFBb5WMGE1WfzUtdlEyu43SDr5rkHjE&m=RkZKVU1lldsbp2uLybpeRugNxOAyjpfo4zXWcgAIa4Q&s=-rHq96JE8AZsJWFMFLiQc8E1INgNjDAHhZeZuApUsL8&e=
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training/international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates-english-language.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training/international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates-english-literature.html
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4EA1 entry codes
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4ET1 entry codes
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Prescribed editions for 4ET1
P. 36 of specification

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International_GCSE_English_Literature_specification.pdf
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Prescribed editions for 4ET1
P. 36 of specification

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International_GCSE_English_Literature_specification.pdf
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English Language A
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Reminders about approaching the 
papers

General:

The space allowed in the paper is an indication of the expected length of 
response. Avoid exceeding it.

Paper 1:

• Text One is the unseen text. Text Two is the anthology Part One text. 

• Q1-3 (11 marks) are on Text One. Remind students to switch to Text 
Two for Q4 (12 marks). Q5 is on Texts One and Two.

• The wording of Qs 1-4 varies. Wording of Q5 is fixed (see question 
summaries).

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/international-gcse/english-language-a/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/Question-style-for-4EA1_@_pdf?606868890297201
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Reminders about approaching the 
papers

• Q4: students have thoroughly engaged with language and structure 
points for Text Two during the course, but must respond to the 
question specifics to reach higher levels: ‘to create suspense and 
tension’; ‘to show the difficulties faced’; to interest and engage the 
reader’; ‘to convey her impressions of Bhutan’.

• Q6/7 writing: students must respond to both the statement and the 
specifics of the form, purpose and audience of the text they are 
invited to write.

• Students should not comment on images that accompany the texts.
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Paper 1: Approaching Q5 comparison

Some reminders:

• AO3 links & connections (ideas & perspectives and how they are 
conveyed) is only assessed in question 5.

• 22 marks are available over 5 levels which, after Writing, is the largest 
allocation of marks.

• Plan response to ensure good range of points are made.

• Students should aim to make a series of valid points of comparison 
(on, for example: content, theme, tone, purpose, narrative voice, 
language & structure), each supported with references from both 
texts.
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Paper 1: resuing Q4 material in Q5?

It might be possible to use some of the ideas covered in Q4 within Q5 but, of 
course, the command word in Q5 is 'compare' and so the candidate would 
need to link the point made about Text Two in Q4 to a relevant point about 
Text One. For Q4 candidates are required to analyse language and 
structure and there is always a particular focus pertinent to that text e.g. 
how language and structure are used to create tension/engage the 
audience/present relationships etc whereas for Q5 candidates are asked 
more broadly to compare the ways in which the writers present their ideas 
and perspectives. The mark scheme for Q5 suggests that candidates could 
look at theme, language and/or structure for this but they could also 
consider features such as tone, viewpoint, purpose etc.
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Q5: what do L5 answers do? 
• Compare ideas and perspectives and also ‘how they are conveyed’

• Use discriminating references which are most relevant to the points 
being made. from across the whole of the two texts.

• If references are not discriminating they tend to be anything that may 
illustrate a point and may just move through the texts 
chronologically. Students who plan before writing are more likely to 
be discriminating than those who work chronologically and pick ‘the 
first thing’ they come to.

• Discriminating references are those that are especially useful to 
illustrate a point: think ‘why am I including this reference or 
quotation?’ and ‘How is it illustrating the writer’s idea or perspective?’
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Q5: what do L5 answers do? 
Exemplar offered from summer 2018.

Commentary:
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Taking another look at AO2
A few reminders:

• in Paper 1, Q4 there are 12 marks available over 5 levels for AO2.

• in Paper 2, Q1 there are 18 marks available over 5 levels for AO2.

• On both papers, a specific question is asked (the wording is not 
repeated each series), but in both cases, students have been taught 
the texts.

• Students need to comment on both language and structure. 
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AO2 pointers for all students
A few reminders:

• Students do need to make sure they are considering what the impact 
on the reader is.

• They should try to go beyond the ‘make the reader read on’, or ‘to 
make it interesting for the reader’ - which will rarely indicate an 
answer higher than Level 3.

• Will decide on who the reader is and how they are being addressed.
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AO2 What do L5 responses do?
• Consider the type of text the extract is from, and how this is designed 

and created for the reader it is written for. 

• Use discriminating references, specific examples across the text that 
link to their point, rather than commenting on every feature seen.

• It can be tempting for students to look out for the usual features of 
language (alliteration, personification, simile, metaphor) and 
structure (lists, repetition, short sentences, questions) and these can 
work well.

• But L5 responses will select features to analyse which are more 
nuanced, for example subtle alertness to pronoun variation in 
summer 2018 on Q4:

Along with the movement between ‘we’ to show togetherness and ‘I’ to 
show the writer’s personal involvement earlier in the extract, in the final 
paragraph Macdonald includes a description of herself in the third 
person, showing how the man would have seen her and the reader is 
invited to pity the woman alongside him. 
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English Literature
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Reminders about approaching the 
papers
General
• Write responses in correct answer spaces.

• Remember where AOs are assessed write on them in the right section.

Paper 1
• Students are provided with a booklet with all the Part 3 anthology 

poems in the question paper. Centres do not need to provide a clean 
copy of the anthology in the exam.

• Section B: Anthology poems: students always have a choice of 2 
questions, 1 of which names 2 poems and the other which names 1 
poem and gives them a free choice of the second poem.

• AO3 ‘links and connections’ is only assessed on the anthology poetry 
question (AO2: 15 and AO3: 15 marks)
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Reminders about approaching the 
papers
Paper 1
• Use short or selective quotations & always comment on the effect 

(PETER: point, evidence, technique [if known], effect on reader)

• Section C: AO4 context is assessed on Modern Prose (20 marks for 
AO1 and 20 marks for AO4 context). Students are not expected to 
physically devote an equal number of words to AO1 and AO4. They 
should integrate context points where they are relevant to the points 
being made in relation to the question focus.

• Avoid over-reliance on historical context & approaches where there 
are limited references to the question focus and the text itself. 
Encourage candidates to explore and provide examples from across 
their chosen text, not just one area.

• Avoid relying too heavily on film versions of texts, as these are often 
different to the novel. If supporting classroom teaching with the film, 
do make sure that candidates are aware of the differences and that 
they are being assessed on the reading of the novel.  
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Reminders about approaching the 
papers
Paper 2
• Section A Modern Drama: comment on language and provide 

examples.

• Section B: Literary Heritage Texts. This is the other section where 
context is assessed (10 marks for AO1, 10 for AO2 and 10 marks for 
AO4 context). Students should integrate context points where they are 
relevant to the points being made in relation to the question focus.

Coursework
• Avoid too complex/restricting title wording, to avoid making the tasks 

difficult to handle.
• Use past papers and sample materials for title ideas and adapt 

questions.
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AO2 ‘language, structure and form’ 
Teachers & students usually have a wide repertoire of aspects of 
language to comment on ('linguistic': use of adjectives, adverbs, 
compound nouns; use of direct speech etc, lexical, 'literary' alliteration, 
personification, metaphor, simile etc).

They have a narrower sense of what to say on structure. Some quick 
ideas below.

Structure can be commented on at sentence, paragraph & whole text 
level & there are some elements (like the use of sentence structure), 
which can be commented on in either category, but the focus or way of 
describing might be different according to whether the student is 
commenting on language or structure e.g. 'the use of a short, simple 
sentence as a single paragraph has X effect' [sentence structure as 
'structure'] or 'the use of a simple sentence to describe the runner's 
feelings here, in contrast to the complex sentences used in the rest of the 
paragraph, emphasises the impact the event had on him.'
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AO2 ‘language, structure and form’ 
cont’d

Sentence level
Sentence structure & length (simple, compound, complex, question, 
exclamation)

Paragraph level
Length, use of discourse markers to link ideas within the paragraph

Text level
Use of opening/development/close; use of discourse markers to link 
ideas between paragraphs; comparative length of paragraphs within the 
whole text; plot development; comparative length of chapters; use of 
epigraphs; use of 'books' or sections within novels; amount of space 
devoted to particular aspects of the text (e.g. themes, characters, 
historical background); use of framing devices; or chronological versus 
non-chronological development



26

AO2 ‘language, structure and form’ 
cont’d

The boundary between structure and form can be fluid. It’s not important 
to distinguish between form and structure explicitly (i.e. make sure you 
have form and structure points) but it is important to have both language 
and structure/form.

Form may well effectively be ‘genre’:

Poetry: sonnet, lyric, ballad, haiku, villanelle etc
Prose: coming-of-age, historical, detective; or novel, short story, fiction, 
non-fiction etc

Genre like comedy/tragedy/history might go across different literary 
genre: prose or drama.
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4ET1 01 Poetry: support for comparison
• Use the ‘moplist’ provided to compare any 2 poems. Adapt this adding 

a third comparison column?

• How best to structure a comparative poetry response? See lesson 
plan.

• Let’s look at script S8 from the pre-recorded exam feedback training 
(summer 2018).

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/Comparative_Moplist_worksheet.docx
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/English_Literature_Paper_1_Comparative_Essay_lesson_plan.docx


28

4ET1 01 Poetry: support for comparison
• Commentary for S8:
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4ET1 : support for context
The specification (p. 12) provides a summary of possible context areas.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International_GCSE_English_Literature_specification.pdf
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4ET1 : support for context, e.g. 
‘Macbeth’
The Getting Started Guide provides an overview of context for each text, 
e.g. for ‘Macbeth’: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Literature/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/international-gcse-english-literature-getting-started-guide.pdf
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4ET1 : support for context, e.g. 
‘Macbeth’

Any teaching resource/school edition/Arden edition will have extensive 
notes on the play's context. Typical areas covered are:

• The Divine Right of Kings
• Monarchs as Shakespeare's patrons & the effect that may have had on 

his plays
• Traditions of monarchs being present on stage during the staging of 

his plays
• Attitudes to witches & demonology (James I)
• How Shakespeare's plays were staged at the Globe during his lifetime
• Literary context: 'Macbeth' as a tragedy vs Aristotle's ideas about 

tragedy
• 'Macbeth' in the context of all of Shakespeare's plays
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4ET1 : support for context, e.g. 
‘Macbeth’

For students it's a question of being able to use the learning around 
context in meaningful ways in their responses to the question focus 
rather than 'bolting on' unthinkingly. In coursework (in contrast to an 
exam, they have plenty of time to think about this & interweave 
contextual ideas).
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Questions and answers?
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Your dedicated Subject Advisor

Your Subject Advisor is Clare Haviland
Email: TeachingEnglish@pearson.com
Phone: +44 (0)20 7010 2183
Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform 
for English teachers. It highlights useful documents and 
allows teachers to share information directly.

mailto:TeachingEnglish@pearson.com
https://twitter.com/@PearsonSciences
http://community.edexcel.com/english/f/12.aspx
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Thank you for 
your time

Find out more about us at: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com
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