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Introduction  
 
About this booklet 
 

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the amended Pearson Edexcel 
International GCSE in English Language A specification (issue 4). These Component 3 
exemplar materials look at the amended Assignment A: Poetry and prose texts, for first 
teaching in September 2022 and first examination in June 2024. They aim to guide the 
teachers and students in the application of knowledge and skills required to successfully 
complete this part of the course.  
 
We are presenting you authentic responses from candidates who wrote about three texts in a 
past examination series, with annotations on the quality of students’ work made by the initial 
markers (teachers), and second markers (internal moderators). We then provide a marking 
decision and a commentary from a moderator appointed by Pearson. The examples show 
how the mark scheme criteria defined for the amended component should be applied.  
 
The exemplification highlights the achievement of the assessment objectives at the high and 
mid-level of candidate responses. 
 
Centres should utilise the commentaries on the exemplification of marker and moderator 
decisions to support their internal assessment of students and embed the skills required by 
the qualification into the delivery of the specification. 
 
 

Further support 
 
A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this amended qualification (specification issue 4). 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with: the specification, 
sample assessment materials and Getting Started Guide.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International%20GCSE%20English%20Language%20A%20Specification%20issue%204.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/International%20GCSE%20English%20Language%20A%20SAMs%20issue%203.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/English%20Language%20A/2016/Teaching%20and%20learning%20materials/international-gcse-english-language-getting-started-guide-2nd-050822.pdf
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Component 3: Assignment A 
Exemplar response 1 
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Pearson moderator’s comments:  

This response is given 22 marks. 

The essay is a crisp and concise response to the three texts. The candidate makes 
strategic use of the suggested word count by commencing immediately with a clear 
AO2 point followed by AO1 interpretation. The candidate then moves seamlessly 
between interpretation and analysis throughout the response achieving an 
appropriate balance between the AOs and a pleasing level of detail and exploration. 
Work for AO1 fulfils the criteria for Level 3 and begins to show some perceptive 
interpretation of ideas. AO2 work largely focuses on language points, though a 
confident selection with examples is evident, placing this firmly into Level 4 of the 
revised AO2 mark scheme.  
 
AO1: 10 
AO2: 12 
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Exemplar response 2 
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Pearson moderator’s comments: 

This response is given 14 marks. 

The candidate covers three texts here but with a slight imbalance between the three 
and perhaps some missed opportunities for development by not making full use of 
the suggested word count. AO1 work across the assignment fulfils all Level 2. Work 
on the first text shows more of a clear and relevant selection of ideas which are 
supported, and which draw out inferences. Work on the second and third texts is 
much briefer.  
Work on AO2 is in evidence, though tends to focus on word level – predominantly 
verbs. The candidate touches on structure in one text by mentioning listing.  
 
AO1: 7 
AO2: 7 
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Task 
 
Assignment A: Poetry and Prose Texts – study and analyse selections from a 

range of fictional poetry and prose texts.  

 

Students will prepare for the task as follows: 

• select three texts from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE 

English Anthology - there must be at least one poetry text and one prose 

text chosen 

• choose a focus for the assignment, for example: setting, character(s), event(s), 

theme(s) 

• make notes and plan the response to the task.  

 

The response to the task must show that students can:  

• read and understand three texts from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel 

International GCSE English Anthology, selecting and interpreting information, 

ideas and perspectives (AO1) 

• understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to 

achieve their effects in three texts from Part 2 of the Pearson Edexcel 

International GCSE English Anthology (AO2).  

 

There are 30 marks available for this assignment: 

• 12 marks for AO1  

• 18 marks for AO2 

 
Setting the question  
 
The assignment must allow students to access both AO1 and AO2.  

This assignment is a written response based on three or more texts from Part 2 of the 

anthology. At least one poetry text and one prose text are discussed.  
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Assignments could take the following format: 

[Suggested task title] 

• Discuss how the writers use language and structure to present [insert chosen focus] 

in [insert chosen Anthology text 1], [insert chosen Anthology text 2] and [insert 

chosen Anthology text 3].  

 
In your response you should: 

• discuss the ideas and perspectives of the writers about the chosen focus  

• discuss how the writers use language and structure to achieve their effects  

• include textual references to illustrate the points you make. 

 
Students will present a written response of approximately 1200 words. 

 
 
 
Mark scheme 
 
Assessment of non-examined component 
 
Teachers must mark non-examined assessment according to the assessment criteria shown  

on the following pages. Teachers should use their professional judgement to apply the  

criteria appropriately and fairly to the work of students. To help teachers mark accurately,  

consistently and confidently, Pearson offers annual marking training sessions, available  

online. 

 

Students should be awarded the appropriate mark within any range on a ‘best fit’ basis,  

balancing strengths and weaknesses in each essay. Answers may display characteristics of  

more than one level, and where this happens, markers must use professional judgement to  

decide which level is most appropriate. For example, a passage in the assignment may  

contain characteristics of Level 4 while the rest of the assignment tends towards Level 3.  

The outcome may therefore be a high Level 3. 
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Level and 
Keywords 

Mark AO1   Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting 
information, ideas and perspectives  

(12 marks)  
 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 
Limited 
Basic 

 
1-3 

• Basic selection of information/ideas. 
• Limited use of quotations/textual reference. 
• Limited understanding of information/ideas, likely through retelling 

or paraphrase. 
 

Level 2 
Some 

Developing 

 
4-6 

• Some selection of valid information and ideas. 
• Some use of valid quotations/textual reference to support. 
• Some valid interpretation demonstrating a developing 

understanding of information and ideas. 
 

Level 3 
Clear 

Relevant 

 
7-9 

• Clear and relevant selection of information/ideas/perspectives. 
• Clear and relevant use of supporting quotations/textual references. 
• Relevant interpretation demonstrating a clear understanding of 

information/ideas/perspectives. 
 

Level 4 
Detailed 

Perceptive 

 
10-12 

• Detailed and persuasive selection of information, ideas and 
perspectives. 

• Discriminating use of quotations and textual references to support. 
• Perceptive interpretation demonstrating a convincing 

understanding of information, ideas and perspectives. 
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Levels and 
Keywords 

Marks AO2:  Understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural 
devices to achieve their effects  

(18 marks)  
 0 No rewardable material 

Level 1 
Limited 
Basic 

 

 
1-3 

 
• Limited identification of aspects of language and/or structure. 
• Limited selection of examples and/or textual references of 

language/structural devices. 
• Offers basic and simple comment on the effect of language 

and/or structure. 
 

Level 2 
Some 

Developing 
 

 
4-6 

 
• Some identification/selection of aspects of language and/or 

structure, including use of vocabulary. 
• Some accurate examples and/or textual references of 

language/structural devices. 
• Offers some developing comment on the effect of language 

and/or structure. 
 

Level 3 
Clear 

Relevant 
Explanatory 

 

 
7-10 

 
• Clear and relevant selection of aspects of language and 

structure, including use of vocabulary and sentence structure. 
• Relevant and generally appropriate use of examples and textual 

references of language and structural devices. 
• Makes clear explanations of the effects of language and 

structure. 
 

Level 4 
Thorough 
Confident 

Exploratory 

 
11-14 

 
• Thorough and confident selection of aspects of language and 

structure, including use of vocabulary, sentence structure and 
other language features. 

• Confident and detailed use of examples and textual references of 
language and structural devices. 

• Makes a detailed exploration of the effects of language and 
structure. 

 
Level 5 

Discriminating 
Perceptive 
Analytical 

 
15-18 

 
• Subtle and discriminating selection of aspects of language and 

structure, including use of vocabulary, sentence structure and 
other language features. 

• Discriminating and assured use of examples and textual 
references of language and structural devices. 

• Makes a perceptive analysis of the effects of language and 
structure. 
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