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Introduction

1.1 About this booklet

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel
International GCSE in English as a SecoOnd Language specification. The Paper 1 exemplar
materials will enable teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and
skills required to successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at Parts 4, 5 and 6 from
the June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how
examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be
marked.

1.2 How to use this booklet

Each example covered in this booklet contains:

° Question

o Mark scheme

o Exemplar responses for the selected question

. Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by

examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where relevant,
guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks.

The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher
levels of candidate responses.

Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification.

1.3 Further support
A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in

planning and delivering this specification.

Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s
Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson Qualifications
website.
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Part 4 Writing

You are doing a class project with your friend on famous people. Write an email to your
friend about starting your project.

In your email you must:
e write where you want to meet your friend
e suggest one famous person for your project

e explain why you have chosen this famous person.

You must write between 75 and 100 words only.

Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 10 marks (CCO 5 and RAA 5)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count but the candidate has covered the
bullet points within 100 words.

The response covers all three bullet points with effective development of each point. As an
informal email to a friend, the candidate opens and closes the email appropriately and uses
the correct tone and register throughout the response. There is effective use of cohesive
devices, paragraphing and punctuation.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for most of the response and there is a range
of grammatical structures. The writing is accurate for most of the response and there are
very few errors. There are some lapses in expression but communication is not hindered.
For a candidate to score a band 5 on Range and Accuracy, the response does not have to be
completely error-free.

Exemplar response B
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 9 marks (CCO 4 and RAA 5)

The candidate’s response is over the word count. However, the last paragraph does not
include any content connected to the bullet points.

The response does not cover the first bullet point so can only achieve band 3 - 4 for CCO.
However, there is effective development of bullet points one and two. As an informal email
to a friend, the candidate opens and closes the email appropriately and uses a very
informal tone and register throughout the response. There is effective use of cohesive
devices, paragraphing and punctuation. Although there are some lapses, for a band 3 - 4
the response has to demonstrate adequate organisation with some effective use of
cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation which this response clearly does.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for most of the response and there is a range
of grammatical structures. The writing is accurate for most of the response and there are
very few errors. There are some lapses in expression but communication is not hindered.
For a candidate to score a band 5 on Range and Accuracy, the response does not have to be
completely error-free.

This response could have been improved by addressing the first bullet point and in doing
so, being careful not to include any relevant material to bullet points two and three beyond
the 100 word limit.
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Exemplar response C

. Dear Le
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 6 marks (CCO 3 and RAA 3)

The candidate’s response is within the word count.

The response refers to all three bullet points. Coverage of the first two bullet points is quite
vague, with the response referring only to ‘Harrow’ as opposed to a specific meeting place
and limited explanation of who ‘Yasmin’ is. The third bullet point has been developed
effectively. As an informal email to a friend, the candidate opens and closes the email
appropriately but there is limited awareness of audience throughout the main body of the
response (excluding opening and closing paragraphs). The candidate has made effective
use of paragraphing and punctuation. However, the response is quite disjointed and would
benefit from the use of cohesive devices.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for some of the response and there is some
range of grammatical structures. There are some simple grammatical errors but these
generally do not impact on meaning.

This response could have been improved by addressing the first two bullet points more
directly. Also, the tone and register could generally be more informal in line with an email
to a friend. The use of more cohesive devices would make the response flow more
smoothly. For RAA, the main improvement would be to increase the range of grammatical
structures used and to be careful of making simple grammatical errors.
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Exemplar response D
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 6 marks (CCO 2 and RAA 4)

The candidate’s response is very much over the word count. In terms of rewarding
candidate performance, the examiner is only able to consider the first two paragraphs. The
first paragraph is a summary of the bullet points and is not necessary.

The response covers the first bullet point within the word count so can achieve band 1 - 2
for CCO. As an informal email to a friend, the candidate opens and closes the email very
nicely and uses an informal tone and register. There is effective use of cohesive devices,
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paragraphing and punctuation.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for some of the response and there is some
range of grammatical structures, although there is repetition of both vocabulary and
structures. The writing is accurate for most of the response and there are very few errors.
The errors are simple grammatical errors.

This response could have been improved by remaining within the word count so that all the
material could have been rewarded. The first paragraph does not need to repeat the bullet
points. The candidate should equally cover the bullet points. A wider range of vocabulary
and grammatical structures should be considered, avoiding repetition.
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Exemplar response E
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Examiner's comments:
This response was given 7 marks (CCO 4 and RAA 3)

The candidate’s response is within the word count.

The response refers to all three bullet points. The candidate writes that she is doing a
project on famous people but does not communicate that this is with the friend she is
writing to. She does, however, say where she would like to meet her friend. The second and
third bullet points are covered effectively. As an informal email to a friend, the candidate
opens and closes the email appropriately but there is limited awareness of audience
throughout the main body of the response. The candidate has made effective use of
paragraphing and punctuation. However, the response is quite disjointed and would benefit
from the use of cohesive devices.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for some of the response. However, there are
some errors with vocabulary choice and use. The response does include some range of
grammatical structures. There are some simple grammatical errors but these generally do
not impact on meaning.

This response could have been improved by acknowledging the friend as the person she is
doing the project with. Also, the tone and register could generally be more informal in line
with an email to a friend. The use of more cohesive devices would make the response flow
more smoothly. For RAA, the main improvement would be to increase the range of
vocabulary used and to be careful with choice of vocabulary. Also, to avoid making simple
grammatical errors and to work on the accuracy and development of more complex
structures.
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Exemplar response F

Dear Anna,

A i -
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 7 marks (CCO 4 and RAA 3)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count.

The candidate has effectively covered all three bullet points. As an informal email to a
friend, the candidate opens and closes the email appropriately and attempts to use an
informal tone and register within the main body of the response by using expressions such
as ‘Would you mind? and ‘How far do you agree?'. The candidate has made effective use of
cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation. The third paragraph requires some work
by the reader in order to work out meaning.

The range of vocabulary used is appropriate for most of the response and the response
does include a range of grammatical structures. However, there are several simple
grammatical errors, particularly in the third paragraph which do slow the reader down and
impact on meaning. There is overuse of ‘that’ and ‘would’ which makes the email feel more
formal.

This response could have been improved by using a more natural tone and register
throughout the response. For RAA, the main improvement would be to avoid making simple
grammatical errors and to work on the accuracy and development of more complex
structures.
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Part 5 Writing

You ordered a new coat from an online company. When you received the coat you were not
happy with it. Write a letter to the Customer Care department.

In your letter you must:

e state why you are writing
e give two reasons why you are unhappy with the coat
e explain what you would like the company to do.

You must write between 100 and 150 words only.

Exemplar response A
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 20 marks (CAC5 LRA 5 GRA 5 EO 5)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count but the candidate has covered the
bullet points within 150 words.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of each
point. The response communicates most successfully and uses appropriate tone and
register throughout. The candidate opens and closes the letter appropriately for a letter of
complaint. The candidate has used a wide range of vocabulary and this is used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. There is very good
control of vocabulary with no errors. The candidate has used a wide range of both
straightforward and complex grammatical structures to address the requirements of the
task. There is very good control of these structures with very few errors. The candidate has
produced a very coherent piece of writing with appropriate use of cohesive devices,
paragraphing and punctuation. There is a high degree of fluency that would require no
effort on the part of a native speaker.

The response could have been improved by being error-free in terms of grammar.
However, to obtain a 5 for grammar, a response does not have to be error-free.
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Exemplar response B
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 19 marks (CAC5 LRA 4 GRA 5 EO 5)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count but the candidate has covered the
bullet points within 150 words.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of each
point. The response communicates most successfully and uses appropriate tone and
register throughout. The candidate opens and closes the letter appropriately for a letter of
complaint. The candidate has used a wide range of vocabulary and this is generally used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there are a

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English as a Second Language Paper 1 - Exemplar materials
Issue 1 - November 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019

13



number of spelling errors and lapses in lexical control. The candidate has used a wide range
of both straightforward and complex grammatical structures to address the requirements
of the task. There is very good control of these structures with very few errors. The
candidate has produced a very coherent piece of writing with appropriate use of cohesive
devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a high degree of fluency that would
require no effort on the part of a native speaker.

The response could have been improved by placing more focus on accurate spelling. To
obtain a 5 for lexis, a response does not have to be error-free.
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Exemplar response C

To. The Customer Care department
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kindest regards, Pim

Examiner's comments:

This response was given 18 marks (CAC5 LRA 4 GRA 4 EO 5)

The candidate’s response is within the word count. In fact, the candidate could have used
an additional 30 words to further develop the response.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of each
point. The response communicates most successfully and uses appropriate tone and
register throughout. The candidate opens and closes the letter appropriately for a letter of
complaint. The candidate has used a good range of vocabulary and this is generally used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there are
occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has used a good range of both
straightforward and complex grammatical structures. These are used generally
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there are
occasional lapses in the control of these structures. The candidate has produced a very
coherent piece of writing with appropriate use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and
punctuation. There is a high degree of fluency that would require no effort on the part of a
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native speaker.

The response could have been improved by placing more focus on accurate spelling and
the accurate use of grammatical structures.

Exemplar response D
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Examiner's comments:
This response was given 16 marks (CAC4 LRA 4 GRA 4 EO 4)

The candidate’s response is within the word count.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of bullet
points one and two and less development of bullet point three. The response generally
communicates successfully and generally uses appropriate tone and register throughout.
This is compromised towards the end of the second paragraph and to a lesser extent in the
third paragraph. The candidate opens and closes the letter appropriately for a letter of
complaint. The candidate has used a good range of vocabulary and this is generally used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there are
occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has used a good range of both
straightforward and complex grammatical structures to address the requirements of the
task. However, there are occasional lapses in control of the more complex structures. The
candidate has produced a generally coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate
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use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation.

The response could have been improved by addressing bullet point three in more detail
and maintaining an appropriate tone and register throughout the response. In terms of
lexis, the main improvement would be accuracy in spelling. For grammar, more focus needs
to be placed on the accuracy of more complex structures. The response would have
benefited from more cohesion between the ideas in the response. For example, the use of
‘One of the many reasons’ and ‘the second reason yet more significant one’ and the link
between the second and third paragraphs.
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 10 marks (CAC 3 LRA 2 GRA 2 EO 3)

The candidate’s response is within the word count. In fact, the candidate could have used
an additional 30 words to further develop the response.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of bullet
points two and three and less clear development of bullet point one. The response
generally communicates successfully and generally uses appropriate tone and register
throughout. The response also conveys more than half the information set out in the task.
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The candidate opens and closes the letter appropriately for a letter of complaint. The
candidate has used an adequate but predictable range of vocabulary and straightforward
grammatical structures and occasionally uses them appropriately and effectively to address
the requirements of the task. There are frequent lapses in lexical and grammatical control.
The candidate has produced a generally coherent piece of writing with generally
appropriate use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a moderate
degree of fluency that would cause a native speaker to hesitate.

The response could have been improved by addressing bullet point one in more detail. In
terms of lexis, the main improvement would be accuracy of spelling. For grammar, more
focus needs to be placed on the accuracy of both straightforward and more complex
structures. The response would have benefited from a separate introductory paragraph
stating the reason for writing.
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Examiner's comments:
This response was given 14 marks (CAC4 LRA 3 GRA 3 EO 4)

The candidate’s response is within the word count. In fact, the candidate could have used
an additional 40 words to further develop the response.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points and could have developed each of
them further to provide a fuller response. The response generally communicates
successfully and generally uses appropriate tone and register throughout. The response
conveys more than half of the information set out in the task. The candidate attempts to
open and close the letter appropriately for a letter of complaint (mismatch of ‘sir/madam
with ‘sincerely’). The candidate has used a good range of vocabulary and this is generally
used appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there
are occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has attempted to use a good range of
both straightforward and complex grammatical structures to address the requirements of
the task. However, there are lapses in control of these structures. There is also a repetition
of structures using ‘would like' in the final paragraph. The candidate has produced a
generally coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate use of cohesive devices,
paragraphing and punctuation.

The response could have been improved by addressing all the bullet points in more detail
and maintaining an appropriate tone and register throughout the response. In terms of
lexis, the main improvement would be accuracy in spelling. For grammar, more focus needs
to be placed on the accuracy of more complex structures.
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Exemplar response G
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 13 marks (CAC4 LRA 3 GRA 3 EO 3)

The candidate’s response is within the word count.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points. The response generally communicates
successfully as there is some processing to do to understand the content. The response
certainly conveys more than half of the information set out in the task and uses appropriate
tone and register throughout. The candidate attempts to open and close the letter
appropriately for a letter of complaint (Dear Customer Care department / Thanks Your
Customer). The candidate has used a good range of vocabulary and this is generally used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. However, there are
occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has attempted to use a good range of
both straightforward and complex grammatical structures to address the requirements of
the task. However, there are lapses in control of these structures. The candidate has
produced a generally coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate use of cohesive
devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a moderate degree of fluency that would
cause a native speaker to hesitate.

The response could have been improved by more accurate use of lexis and grammar as this
impacts on the how the response communicates, and greater cohesion of ideas from one
sentence to the next.
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Part 6 Writing

You are doing a project on transport in the future. Read the text below and write a summary
for your teacher.

Driverless cars

Cars are increasingly becoming more automated. Transport experts predict a future where
people will travel in driverless pods and only take over driving when something goes wrong.
They claim for every 10,000 errors made by drivers, just one error will be made by a
computer. Therefore, the new technology could save hundreds of lives a year.

Improving individual circumstances

Experts predict that within 15 years, the performance of cars could be altered to fit the
driver. Learners or teenagers who have recently passed their tests may have their speed
limited automatically. However, more experienced drivers getting in the same car would be
able to travel much faster. Elderly individuals who are not able to drive a car often rely on
public transportation, which can be difficult depending on their circumstances. With
driverless vehicles, many more people could enjoy the benefits of enhanced mobility. In
addition, experts believe that it will allow more people to retire to the countryside because
they will have better transport links into towns.

Monitoring software

Cars of the future will be able to monitor the alertness of the drivers and communicate with
each other to avoid collisions. Vehicles will also be able to communicate with each other
about traffic, weather and road conditions and warn the drivers about potential safety
hazards. In the future, systems could automatically take over braking or steering if they
sense an imminent accident. Advanced sensors within the vehicle could also monitor a
driver's heart rate, eye movements and brain activity to detect issues, such as drowsiness.

Impact on traffic

Engineers say the vehicles would not only make roads safer, but could also increase their
capacity by allowing cars to operate closer together without crashing. Automated cars could
also travel in platoons linked up to traffic light systems to keep them moving and avoid
congestion. Car clubs, where a group of people share a car, are expected to become more
popular, with few people owning their own vehicles; taxis are likely to become redundant.

Ongoing issues

Driverless cars may lead to motorists losing skills which they might need to rely on in an
emergency. It is not uncommon for drivers to get distracted and tired and with automation
you are giving the driver even less to do and the risk is that they will feel more tired. There
are concerns around how to regain a driver’s attention and whether drivers will lose their
driving skills.
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The amount of software and technology that is required to build a driverless vehicle is likely
to be quite expensive, meaning these costs need to be covered by high sales prices.
Consumers may not want to pay such high costs for a driverless car and may prefer to stick
to the current system. In addition, if driverless vehicles rely on sensors placed all around the
car to assess conditions and navigate traffic, what happens if one or more sensors get
damaged?

In your summary you must:

e give three advantages for drivers of driverless cars

e state two concerns about driverless cars

e give your predictions about how cars and the way they are driven will change in the
future.

You will be awarded up to 5 marks for using relevant information from the text.
You must write between 100 and 150 words only. You must use your own words where
possible.
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 25 marks (CAC5 LRA 5 GRA 5 EO 5 P6 IndC 5)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count but the candidate has covered the
bullet points within 150 words. The candidate has attempted to use his/her own words
when formulating the response.

The candidate has identified all five pieces of information requested in the first two bullet
points and therefore gains 5 marks for the reading element of this task.

The candidate has referred to all three bullet points with effective development of each
point. The response communicates most successfully and uses appropriate tone and
register throughout. The candidate has used a wide range of vocabulary and this is used
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. There is very good
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control of vocabulary with very few errors. The candidate has used a wide range of both
straightforward and complex grammatical and used them appropriately and effectively to
address the requirements of the task. There is very good control of these structures with
very few errors. The candidate has produced a very coherent piece of writing with
appropriate use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a high degree
of fluency that would require no effort on the part of a native speaker.
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 13 marks (CAC2 LRA 2 GRA 2 EO 2 P6 IndC 5)

The candidate’s response is just over the word count. However, all three bullet points are
referred to within the word count. The candidate has attempted to use his/her own words
when formulating the response.

The candidate has identified 5 of the 5 pieces of information requested in the first two
bullet points and therefore gains 5 marks for the reading element of this task.

Although the candidate has referred to all three bullet points, the first two bullet points
have not been developed as effectively as they could have been and the candidate has
focused on the third bullet point; this impacts on how balanced the response is. There is no
introduction to the response and the response is disjointed which impacts on how the
response communicates. The response occasionally communicates successfully. In terms of
lexis and grammar, there are frequent lapses in control. Effort is required by the reader
(other than for the second paragraph). The candidate has produced an occasionally
coherent piece of writing. There is good use of paragraphing and punctuation. However, the
response lacks fluency and is disjointed due to a lack of cohesive devices to link ideas and
sentences. In general, there is a low degree of fluency that requires some effort on the part
of a native speaker.

The response could have been improved with the use of a short introduction. The candidate
could have created a more balanced response by placing equal emphasis on each bullet
point. Also, the candidate could work on improving how to link ideas within and between
sentences.
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Exemplar response C

o s dads sme  peegle died o cer acadand
B i “

e Vechndogy  whidn iy caVed  dnverless ears
kel cald ave henegd Ao davers, Fre—csbeat

e ore | adwonlage(  ca  drrelend eaw.
..'F"i“':h Ny men  Melp e daver o Wowel mudy
moe gl Yo hes  jurney,  feamdly; Wy male
e  direc Ve do \e doring  uhen  they
are  hed.  lagHy, ptap"r- Cwl enjey Mg becauge
& M. new  tealurer,
o Mecoyer | there 33 alte  cenceans  abett
diredess  cars  because A s oo “Yearre

Wed | Fme  people  can™ aggard o buy i
énd “‘""ﬂap;*wﬂiml Abay drzdets ceq

ey lege  ombd Veeeause ep  Wee | gugrern,
R VAN nhm s,
ﬂtﬂdn"‘ L wwigy  hepoened m«-}mf- oead N

s coy

have e :‘-‘-""1 ﬂ"_. dﬂ'ﬂﬂa Gvﬂ- -F-H ”'”
d‘n-gc J’H fn{rmc, ];h:) Yong 10 Achrdogy end
mee | cececn dbmt e heath and .ﬁ.**:“.f.‘.

Tendiheny e \eg . et dmma

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in English as a Second Language Paper 1 - Exemplar materials 27
Issue 1 - November 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019



Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 15 marks (CAC 3 LRA 3 GRA 2 EO 4 P6 IndC 3)

The candidate’s response is over the word count but the candidate has covered the bullet
points within 150 words. The candidate has attempted to use his/her own words when
formulating the response.

The candidate has identified 3 of the 5 pieces of information requested in the first two
bullet points and therefore gains 3 marks for the reading element of this task.

The candidate has included an introduction and referred to all three bullet points, including
some information which is incorrect or not present in the text. The candidate has not fully
developed the ‘advantages’ required for the first bullet point. The response generally
communicates successfully. The candidate has used a good range of vocabulary and this is
generally used appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. There
are occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has used an adequate but predictable
range of straightforward grammatical structures and attempted more complex structures.
However, there are frequent lapses in grammatical control, throughout the response and
particularly evident in the final paragraph. The candidate has produced a generally
coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate use of cohesive devices, paragraphing
and punctuation. There is a moderate degree of fluency that would cause a native speaker
to hesitate. This is predominantly in the third paragraph.

The response could have been improved by addressing the first ‘advantages’ bullet point in
more detail and clearly identifying all five pieces of information requested in the first two
bullet points. Also, by only using information presented in the source text. Lexical and
grammatical range and accuracy are areas for improvement too.
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Exemplar response D
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 23 marks (CAC4 LRA 4 GRA 5 EO 5 P6 IndC 5)

The candidate’s response is very much over the word count and the third ‘predictions’ bullet
point has been covered outside the 150 word limit. The candidate has attempted to use
his/her own words when formulating the response.

The candidate has identified all five pieces of information requested in the first two bullet
points and therefore gains 5 marks for the reading element of this task.

The candidate has referred to the first bullet point with effective development of each
‘advantage’. For the second bullet, the first ‘concern’ has been more fully addressed than
the second one due to word limit. For this reason, the response communicates generally
successfully using appropriate tone and register throughout. The candidate has used a
good range of vocabulary and this is generally used appropriately and effectively to address
the requirements of the task. There are occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate
has used a wide range of both straightforward and complex grammatical and used them
appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the task. There is very good
control of these structures with very few errors. The candidate has produced a very
coherent piece of writing with appropriate use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and
punctuation. There is a high degree of fluency that would require no effort on the part of a
native speaker.

The response could have been improved by addressing all three bullet points within the
word count and by focusing on correct spelling and word choice to further clarify meaning.
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Exemplar response E
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 17 marks (CAC 4 LRA 3 GRA3 EO 4 P6 Ind C 3)

The candidate’s response is over the word count but the candidate has referred to all
three bullet points within the 150 word limit. The candidate has attempted to use his/her
own words when formulating the response.

The candidate has identified 3 of the 5 pieces of information requested in the first two
bullet points and therefore gains 3 marks for the reading element of this task.

The candidate begins the response by referring to the ‘advantages’ for driverless cars
which is a confusing start to the response. The response also includes information for the
first two bullet points which is incorrect and not present in the source text. The
‘predictions’ tend to repeat information already provided earlier in the response. The
response generally communicates successfully. The candidate has used a good range of
vocabulary and this is generally used appropriately and effectively to address the
requirements of the task. There are occasional lapses in lexical control. The candidate has
used a good range of both straightforward and complex grammatical structures and
generally used them appropriately and effectively to address the requirements of the
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task. However, there are lapses in grammatical control throughout the response. The
candidate has produced a generally coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate
use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a moderate degree of
fluency that would cause a native speaker to hesitate.

The response could have been improved by only using information present in the source
text to correctly identify all five pieces of information requested by the first two bullet
points. The ‘predictions’ bullet point could have contained different content to that
presented in response to the first bullet point. Lexical and grammatical range and
accuracy are areas for improvement too.
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Examiner's comments:

This response was given 15 marks (CAC 3 LRA 2 GRA 2 EO 3 P6 IndC 5)

The candidate’s response is slightly over the word count but the candidate has covered
the bullet points within 150 words. The candidate has attempted to use his/her own
words when formulating the response.

points and therefore gains 5 marks for the reading element of this task.

The candidate has used a short and appropriate introduction and referred to all three
bullet points. The candidate has provided more than three ‘advantages’ leaving only 50
words to address ‘concerns’ and ‘predictions. The response generally communicates
successfully. The candidate has used an adequate range of vocabulary to address the
requirements of the task, but there are frequent lapses in lexical control. The candidate
has used an adequate range of straightforward grammatical structures to address the

candidate has produced a generally coherent piece of writing with generally appropriate
use of cohesive devices, paragraphing and punctuation. There is a moderate degree of
fluency that would cause a native speaker to hesitate.

The candidate has identified all five pieces of information requested in the first two bullet

requirements of the task, but again, there are frequent lapses in grammatical control. The
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The response could have been improved by focusing on giving only three ‘advantages’ for
the first bullet point so that a more balanced response could have been provided,
including more information for the second and third bullet points. Lexical and

grammatical range and accuracy are areas for improvement as is the effective linking of
ideas within paragraphs.

Exemplar response G
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Examiner’'s comments:
This response was given 12 marks (CAC 3 LRA 2 GRA3 EO 3 P6IndC 1)

The candidate’s response is about 30 words over the word limit. The candidate has
attempted to use his/her own words when formulating the response. However, the
candidate has included material that is not present in the source text.

The candidate has identified one piece of information asked for in the first two bullet
points and therefore gains one mark for the reading element of this task.

The candidate has provided three advantages and two concerns in relation to the first two
bullet points. However, two of the advantages and both concerns are based on the
opinions and ideas of the candidate. The candidate has made predictions about the
future and has therefore referred to two bullet points. The candidate uses appropriate
tone and register for the audience and the response communicates generally successfully
and is on topic. It was therefore awarded three as opposed to two for CAC. The candidate
has used an adequate but predictable range of vocabulary to address the requirements of
the task. The candidate has attempted to use a good range of both straightforward and
complex grammatical structures, generally used appropriately and effectively to address
the requirements of the task. The candidate has produced a generally coherent piece of
writing with appropriate use of paragraphing. However, each paragraph is made up of
one sentence and the response therefore lacks punctuation. Despite this, there is a
degree of fluency to the response.

The response could have been improved by using material from the source text instead of
being based on the candidate’s own ideas and opinions. The other main improvements
would be the use of punctuation and a focus on accuracy in terms of lexis and grammar.
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Mark schemes

Mark scheme for Part 4 Writing

Question Mark
Number

Part 4 Part 4 is marked out of 10, using the two grids below. 10
Mark Communication, content and organisation (AO2a/A02b)

0 No rewardable material.

1-2 e Candidates have referred to at least one bullet point.

e Task completed to a limited extent, with little development of the
bullets provided.

e Little awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register.

e Organisation is limited with little effective use of cohesive devices,
paragraphing and punctuation.

3-4 o Candidates have referred to at least two bullet points.

e Task completed to some extent, with some development of the
bullets provided.

e Some awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register.

e Organisation is adequate with some effective use of cohesive
devices, paragraphing and punctuation.

5 o Candidates have referred to all three bullet points.

e Task completed mostly successfully, with effective development of
the bullets provided.

e Secure awareness of audience evident in uses of tone and register.

e Organisation is consistent with effective use of cohesive devices,
paragraphing and punctuation.

Mark Range and accuracy (A02a/A02c)
0 No rewardable material.
1-2 e Range of vocabulary is limited.

Range of appropriate structures is limited.
The writing is generally inaccurate and errors cause confusion.

W
H
°

Range of vocabulary is appropriate for some of the response.
Some range of appropriate structures.

The writing is accurate for some of the response and any errors
generally do not impact on meaning.
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e Range of vocabulary is appropriate for most of the response.

e Range of appropriate structures, although there may be some
lapses.

e The writing is accurate for most of the response and there are very
few errors.

Question
Number

Mark

Part5

Part 5 is marked out of 20, using the grid on the next page. 20
Award up to 5 marks for each column.

Question
Number

Mark

Part 6

Part 6 is marked out of 25. 20
Use the indicative content below for 5 marks, plus the grid on
the next page for 20 marks.

Award up to 5 marks for each column.

Indicative Content:

Three advantages for drivers of driverless cars:
e speed of the vehicle linked to the experience of
the driver
e increased mobility for the elderly
e more flexibility in where people live
e the cars monitor the driver’'s condition
e the cars warn the driver of any dangers and
respond to dangers
e more people sharing cars.
Reward all other valid points.
(Any three, one mark each.)

Indicative Content:

Two concerns about driverless cars:
e the loss of driving skills and the inability to
respond in an emergency
e drivers becoming tired as they have nothing to do
e how to get drivers to focus/refocus
e the cost of driverless cars
e people wanting to stay with the current system
e damage to a car's sensory equipment.
Reward all other valid points.
(Any two, one mark each.)
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Assessment criteria: writing skills assessment grid

This grid should be used for marking Parts 5 and 6.

Mark | Communication and content Lexical range and accuracy Grammatical range and Effective organisation
(AO2b/A02d) (AO2c) Accuracy (AO2c) (AO2a)
5 Candidates have referred to all e Wide range of vocabulary. e Wide range of both e Very coherent piece of
three bullet points. e Appropriate and effective use straightforward and complex writing.
The response... of vocabulary to address the grammatical structures. e Appropriate use of cohesive
e communicates most requirements of the task. e Appropriate and effective use devices, paragraphing and
successfully. e Very good control of of these structures to punctuation.
e conveys the information set vocabulary with very few address the requirements of | ¢ High degree of fluency that
out in the task. errors. the task. would require no effort on
e Uses appropriate tone and e Very good control of these the part of a native speaker.
register for the audience. structures with very few
errors.
3-4 Candidates have referred to at e Good range of vocabulary. e Good range of both e Generally coherent piece of
least two bullet points. e Generally appropriate and straightforward and complex writing.
The response... effective use of vocabulary to grammatical structures. e Generally appropriate use of
e generally communicates address the requirements of | ¢ Generally appropriate and cohesive devices,
successfully. the task. effective use of these paragraphing and
e conveys more than half of the | ¢ Occasional lapses in lexical structures to address the punctuation.
information set out in the task. control. requirements of the task. e Moderate degree of fluency
e generally uses appropriate e Occasional lapses in control that would cause a native
tone and register for the task. of more complex structures. speaker to hesitate.
1-2 Candidates have referred to at e Adequate but predictable e Adequate but predictable e Occasionally coherent piece
least one bullet point. range of vocabulary. range of straightforward of writing.
The response... e Occasionally uses appropriate grammatical structures. e Limited or repetitive use of
e occasionally communicates and effective vocabulary to e Occasionally appropriate and cohesive devices,
successfully. address the requirements of effective use of these paragraphing and
e conveys less than half of the the task. structures to address the punctuation.
information set out in the task. | ¢ Frequent lapses in lexical requirements of the task. e Low degree of fluency that
e only sometimes uses control. e Frequent lapses in requires some effort on the
appropriate tone and register grammatical control. part of the native speaker.
for the task.
0 No rewardable material. No rewardable material. No rewardable material. No rewardable material.
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