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On the 18th of March the Secretary of state announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). Exam boards will be contacting schools, colleges and other exam centres asking them to submit:
· a centre assessment grade for every student in each of their subjects (the grade they would most likely to have achieved if they had sat their exams and completed any non-exam assessment)
· the rank order of students within each grade for each subject (for example, for all those students with a centre assessment grade of 5 in GCSE maths, a rank order where 1 is the most secure/highest attaining student, and so on).

This document has been created to provide guidance on the key characteristics we would expect to see students display at specific grades, in order to help you make informed decisions when you review your students work in a subject.

[bookmark: _Toc442638993]Holistic approach to grades
You will need to grade your students using all the evidence available to you to determine what grade they would have most likely achieved had they sat the examination in the summer. To reach this decision you and all the teaching staff will want to consider a wide range of information where it is available. This may be through mock examinations results, non-examined assessments (NEA) and other general records or evidence of performance across the course of study.  It is only through reviewing all evidence available that you will be able to form a holistic view of likely candidate performance based on professional judgement. 
Keep in mind there are lots of different ways a student could make up the marks needed to achieve a grade, a student who performs very well on paper 1 and poorly on paper 2, may achieve the same grade as a student who has a solid performance on both papers.
We are unable to show student examples of a specific grade due to the number of ways a grade can be achieved. However, each year we release indicative grade boundaries for each paper and NEA that give an indication of a student’s performance on that part of the qualification.
Past papers, mark schemes and indicative grade boundaries are available on our qualification subject pages.

Grade Characteristics
We have worked closely with our senior examining team to get their expert views and review student work at key grades for International GCSE English as a Second Language. We have used this expertise to develop grade characteristics for students at Grade 7 and 4 for GCSE and International GCSE qualifications and Grade A and C for A levels and International A levels.

We have provided three descriptions for each of these grades, highlighting characteristics of students who are high achieving within the grade, securely with the grade and those who have only just achieved the grade. This will enable you to start to place students within grades and also allow you to start the process of rank ordering your students.


International GCSE English as a Second Language - Grade 7 Characteristics

	[bookmark: _Hlk38797612]Grade 7
Most secure students
	Reading: understand and identify simple and complex ideas in a full range of texts. Identify and locate relevant details and information.
Writing: write fluently and effectively using a range of vocabulary, structural devices and punctuation. Writing is fluent, coherent, cohesive and engages the reader.
Listening: listen with understanding, identifying and appreciating a variety of information, ideas, facts and opinions, both explicit and implied. Students will successfully deal with all parts of the paper. 
Speaking (optional): communicate effectively using a range of vocabulary. Pronunciation and intonation are consistently comprehensible and clear; the talk is sustained and is often engaging.

	Grade 7 
Secure students
	Reading: identify and use relevant information from a variety of texts. The student is consistent and deals with each part of the paper mostly successfully
Writing: the writing is mostly successful using appropriate tone and register. The student employs a good range of vocabulary, punctuation and cohesive devices. The response is mostly accurate and deals with the task. Ideas are expressed clearly and effectively.
Listening: the student will deal with most questions successfully, demonstrating an understanding of the spoken word by selecting correct details. The student will understand implied and finer points. 
Speaking (optional): convey detailed and relevant information clearly and the student responds fully to the prompts. The conversation is sustained, and the student uses a range of clauses to add variety to the talk. There is full participation.

	Grade 7
Borderline students
	Reading: the student can identify and use relevant information from a variety of texts, but there may be some inconsistency and not all questions answered due to time constraints. The student will be able to identify ideas and opinions and have much success in some reading parts of the paper.
Writing: the response communicates successfully and the candidate deals with each of the prompts in the task. There is a good range of vocabulary and punctuation. The writing is effectively organized.
Listening: students will answer some parts more successfully than others, but will demonstrate an understanding.  Marks could be lost due to writing too much (exceeding word limits).
Speaking (optional): ideas are expressed clearly and without undue difficulty. There may be the occasional error, but generally the talk is clear, sustained and the pronunciation and intonation are mostly clear.


International GCSE English as a Second Language - Grade 4 Characteristics

	Grade 4
Most secure students
	Reading: the students will demonstrate an understanding of a range of texts and select correct details in response to the questions. Significant points are understood, but there may be more success in some areas than in others.
Writing: the writing will be mostly successful, although there may still be some errors. The student attempts to employ a range of vocabulary and there may be variety of sentence structures. The response will be coherent and cohesive.
Listening: students will deal with each part of the paper with varying success, but a general understanding across the texts is demonstrated. The overall message of a spoken passage will be understood.
Speaking (optional): the student will be able to express relevant ideas and points clearly. Some ideas may be developed and there are very few hesitations. There will be a range of vocabulary employed and a variety of sentence structures, although there may be the occasional error. There will be evidence of fluency and spontaneity.  

	Grade 4 
Secure students
	Reading: there will be general understanding of the texts and students will select relevant points in response to the questions. There may be some inconsistency across the paper, but significant points are identified and understood.
Writing: The response communicates reasonably well and the vocabulary choices are appropriate. The prompts will be dealt with and, for example, in Part 6, prediction(s) will be included. The writing will be coherent and the reader can understand what the student means.
Listening: students will often be more successful when dealing with two parts of the paper, but may not answer all questions. Students may not identify implied viewpoints or finer details, but straightforward ideas are understood.
Speaking (optional): the talk will be straightforward. The conversation will contain relevant information and ideas are expressed without undue difficulty. Accent may occasionally impede the talk, but ideas are conveyed and understood. There will be the occasional error, but there will be an adequate range of vocabulary.

	Grade 4
Borderline students
	Reading: the student is beginning to demonstrate an understanding of the texts. The student may not answer all of the questions, but there is some awareness of different opinions and attitudes.
Writing: the response is generally successful and the student deals with each of the tasks. Although not all prompts may be considered, the writing is appropriate and relevant. The range of vocabulary and punctuation are adequate, but the response may be a little repetitious.
Listening: students are beginning to demonstrate an understanding of the spoken word and often have more success with Part 1 and multiple-choice questions. The student may run out of time and not answer all parts of the paper.
Speaking (optional): the talk may convey simple ideas with occasional hesitation. The student may lack the sufficient range of vocabulary to express ideas fluently, but meanings are understood and the talk is relevant. Some of the talk may be more successful than others.


Support 
We understand it is an uncertain time for you and your students at the moment. Our overriding aim this summer, as with any exam series, is to make sure that every learner receives a grade or award that reflects their knowledge and understanding of the subject they have studied. 

We are eager to make sure that you have all the necessary information and support that you need during this time
· there is a wide range of support available via the subject pages on our website (including exam papers and NEA with commentaries and marks)
· we will be providing guidance on rank ordering your students shortly
· you can contact us via our Ask the Expert Service
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