
First teaching in 2017, first assessment in 2019.

INTERNATIONAL
GCSE (9-1)
Business

PEARSON EDEXCEL

Welcome to 
Pearson:
Module 1
Event code: 4BS1-20IO2



Aims and Objectives
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● To identify how the qualification is devised and look at the fundamental 
documentation.

● Review the content of the qualification.

● Explore how to plan the content of the qualification.

● Understand the assessment of the qualification and how to prepare students.

● Identify support available from Pearson.
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Fundamental 
documentation 



Fundamental documentation
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Before starting to teach this course, centres should have access to 
the following important documents (which can be downloaded from the 
Edexcel website): 

• Specification

• ‘Getting Started’ guide

• One set of live exam papers (these supersede the SAMs).
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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Go to the ‘Specification’ tab on the Edexcel website.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification

66



Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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Specification content is listed in a simple bullet pointed format.
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The specification highlights in short bullet point fashion what subject content 
must be taught for a candidate to successfully sit the International GCSE in 
Business.

However, it also contains other important information that is often overlooked 
by centres. This includes:  

● Assessment objectives and weightings (Page 22)

● Command word taxonomy (Page 31)

● Quantitative skills required (Page 33).

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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Each examination question tests different combinations of Assessment Objectives 
or ‘AOs’.

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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This should tell a teacher that ‘State...’ questions test ‘Application’ or ‘AO2’.

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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The inclusion of the name of the business in the question – shows that the 
dominant skill being tested is ‘Application’ or AO2’. This is reflected in the 
mark scheme as well. Any candidate response must include evidence of 
‘AO2’ to score the mark.

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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These concepts are the ones 
tested in the ‘Calculate...’ 
questions – hence these 
formulae appear at the start of 
each question paper.

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business: 
Specification
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
‘Getting Started’ guide
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The ‘Getting Started’ Guide provides 
more detail about the coverage of the 
specification.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
‘Getting Started’ guide
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Specification document:

‘Getting Started’ guide: If the ‘Getting Started’ guide had not been 
consulted, a lot of time, potentially, could 
have been spent on unnecessary teaching.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
Live Exam Papers
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Downloading the live papers will show you 
that both of the question papers have a 
rigid, consistent structure.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
Live Exam Papers

16

Both papers have an identical structure 
with the same command words appearing 
in the same places in both of the two 
question papers.

2019 Paper 1 Question 2: 2019 Paper 2 Question 2:

16



Any questions?



Qualification content 



Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
Specification content
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Content overview

Theme 1 Business activity and influences on business

Theme 2 People in business

Theme 3 Business finance

Theme 4 Marketing

Theme 5 Business Operations

19



Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) in Business: 
Assessment Structure
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Content overview Assessment 
overview

Paper 1:
Investigating 

small 
businesses

● This paper will draw on all 5 themes.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

small business (up to 49 employees).
● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 

20 marks.

Written examination: 
● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification.

Paper 2:
Investigating 

large 
businesses

● This paper will draw on all 5 themes.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

large business (more than 250 
employees).

● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 
20 marks.

Written examination: 
● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification.
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Question 1: 
20 marks

Question 2: 
20 marks

Question 3: 
20 marks

Question 4: 
20 marks

6 x MCQs
Short and longer 
answer questions.

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

1 x 3 mark ‘Explain’ 
question.
1 x 6 mark ‘Analyse’ 
question.

3 x 3 mark ‘Explain’ 
questions.
1 x 9 mark ‘Justify’ 
question.

1 x 6 mark ‘Analyse’ 
question.
1 x 9 mark ‘Justify’ 
question.

1 x 6 mark ‘Analyse’ 
question.
1 x 12 mark ‘Evaluate’ 
question.

Command words:
MCQ
Define
State
Calculate/Outline
Explain
Analyse

Command words:
State 
Explain
Calculate/Outline
Justify

Command words:
Define 
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Justify

Command words:
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Evaluate

Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) in Business: 
Assessment Structure
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Command words used in each 
paper
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12 marks

9 marks

6 marks

3 marks

2 marks

1 mark MCQ*, Define, Complete the table*, State

Calculate, Outline

Explain

Analyse

Justify

Evaluate

* May require more than one option.
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AO1
Knowledge

AO2
Application

AO3
Analysis

AO4
Evaluation

Define State

Explain Calculate 

Complete the 
table Analyse* Analyse*

MCQ Justify* Justify* Justify*

Evaluate* Evaluate* Evaluate* Evaluate*

Command words by Assessment Objective or ‘AO’

* Command words in red are marked using a levels-based mark scheme.
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AO1 - Knowledge:

Recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of business 
terms, concepts and issues (27–28%* of the total marks for the qualification).

• * A maximum of 15% of total qualification marks will assess pure 
knowledge recall.

• Command words are linked to the AOs and must match the percentages 
shown.

• Note that there is only 15% of the marks for straightforward recall.

• Straightforward recall will generally be rewarded in the ‘MCQ’, ‘Define...’, 
and ‘Complete the table...’ questions.
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AO2 - Application:

Apply knowledge and understanding using appropriate business terms, 
concepts, theories and calculations effectively in specific contexts (38-39%).

To help candidates to show evidence of ‘Application’ or ‘AO2’ in their 
responses, candidates should read the question context carefully and use this 
in their answer. Candidates could also consider:

• The market/sector the business is operating in

• Who are its competitors

• How the business markets/communicates with customers

• What opportunities/threats/issues it may face.

Application is not evidenced when the student simply repeats the 
business name, or other words, taken from a question in their answer.
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AO3 - Analysis:

Select, organise and interpret business information from sources to 
investigate and analyse issues (22-23%).

AO4 is found in the 6-mark ‘Analyse...’ question, the 9-mark ‘Justify...’ question 
and the 12-mark ‘Evaluate...’question.

To reach levels 2 and 3 for analysis candidates must show in their answer:

• Use of logical chains of reasoning

• Interconnecting points (2 linked strands for Level 2 and 5 linked strands for 
Level 3).

To achieve this they may use linking words or ‘connectives’, e.g.  ‘therefore...’, 
‘because...’, ‘as a result...’ etc.
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AO4 - Evaluation:

Evaluate business information to make reasoned judgements and draw 
conclusions (11-12%).

AO4 is found in both the 9-mark ‘Justify...’ question and the 12-mark 
‘Evaluate...’question.

• Evaluation may focus on the scale of the impact/benefit/drawback – either 
the timing or magnitude/importance.  

• Consider the alternative viewpoint, e.g. what are the drawbacks of any 
benefit.

• Consider the fact that the scale or magnitude of any 
impacts/benefits/drawbacks may be dependent on other factors.
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Any questions?



Planning the course 
& Further support 



Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
‘Planning the course’
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The ‘Scheme of Work’ 
document provides an editable 
scheme of work that can be 
used – or centres could simply 
use the specification. 
Remember to use the ‘Getting 
Started’ guide to help you 
understand the scope of the 
specification content.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
‘Scheme of Work’

3131



Published resources - textbook
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Endorsed textbook from Pearson*

● Engaging contemporary contexts with plenty of 
real  case studies.

● Transferable skills are explicitly signposted, 
allowing students to understand the skills they are 
gaining.

● Exam style questions and practice tests to support 
revision.

● Content is mapped to the specification to provide 
comprehensive coverage.

Student Book and eBook

* Pearson’s published resources, as well as other endorsed resources, are not a prerequisite for the delivery of our specification.
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Edexcel International GCSE (9-1) Business:
‘Planning assessments’
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Pick a topic from the 
specification and then create 
questions around it. For some 
command words you will need 
to produce some kind of case 
study to allow students to score 
the application marks.

State one internal source of 
finance that Backyard Shoez
could use.Explain one drawback of using 

retained profit to fund the 
expansion of a business. Outline one impact on Backyard 

Shoez if it raises finance by 
selling assets.
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Support overview

Getting Started Guide 
& Scheme of Work

Getting ready to teach 
events

Skills mapping and 
transferable skills

Subject Advisor ResultsPlus

International Schools 
Community 

Curriculum matched 
publishing

Detailed specification

Additional specimen 
papers

Exemplar marked 
responses with 
commentaries

Access to Scripts
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Personalised subject support

Your subject advisor is Colin Leith

Phone: 020 7010 2182

Twitter: @PearsonEconBus

International GCSE Business subject page:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-
gcse-business-2017.html
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Any questions?
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