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Introduction  
1.1 About this booklet 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering Pearson Edexcel International 
GCSE in Bangladesh Studies specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable 
teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 
successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 1(b), 1(d), 5(b), 5(c) an 5(d) 
from the June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and 
how examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses 
should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each example covered in this booklet contains: 
 
• Question 
• Mark scheme 
• Example responses for the selected question 
• Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by 

examiner commentary including the explanation for the decision and guidance on how 
the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 
 

The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses. 
 
Centres should use the commentaries on the exemplification of marker decisions to support 
their internal assessment of students and incorporate examination skills into the delivery of 
the specification. 
 

1.3 Further support 
A range of materials are available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 
planning and delivering this specification. 

 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s 
Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson Qualifications 
website. 
 

1.4 Assessment objectives 
This document references the assessment objectives, which are as follows: 

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of key 
information, ideas, concepts and themes 

AO2 Analyse and explain key information, ideas, concepts and 
themes 

AO3 Apply knowledge, understanding and skills to assess, evaluate and 
interpret key questions and issues and make substantiated 
judgements 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-bangladesh-studies-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-bangladesh-studies-2017.html


Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Bangladesh Studies Paper 1 - Exemplar materials 
Issue 1 – September 2019 © Pearson Education Limited 2019 

2 

Question 1(b) 

State two ways that Cyclone Bhola affected the population of East Bengal in 
1970. 

Mark scheme 

AO1 (2 marks) 

Award 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks 

• Thousands (500000) of people killed (1)
• Destroyed villages (1) and crops (1)
• many people were made homeless (1)
• large areas of the country were destroyed (1)
• months later large proportion of population still receiving food from aid workers (1)

Accept any other valid point. 

Examiner’s comments: 

This response was given 2 marks. 

The candidate has given two clear factual statements about the effects of Cyclone Bhola 
and as a result scores full marks. 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

The candidate fails to answer the question as set and demonstrates little relevant 
knowledge of the effects of Cyclone Bhola. However, there is sufficient explanation at the 
end of statement 2 (Cyclone Bhola made them more shattered) to award one mark. Clearly 
precise details are required to achieve two marks. 

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 1(d) 
 
‘The Canal Water Dispute was the most important problem facing the newly  
established government of Pakistan in 1947.’ 
 
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 

 
 
Mark scheme  

AO2 (8 marks)/AO3 (8 marks) 
The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested below must also be 
credited. 

 
Relevant points that support the statement may include: 
• The Canal Water Dispute was one of the most serious problems since India now 

controlled the water supply to Pakistan, which brought tensions to a head between the 
two countries as Pakistan had to depend on India for its water supply.  

• The India controlled the flow of water through a series of headworks, mostly in the part 
of the Punjab that was now in India and so this was a problem for Pakistan. 

• India claimed that as the headworks were in India they had compete rights to do what it 
wanted with the water. 

• In 1948 a temporary agreement was reached whereby India agreed to allow water from 
east Punjab to flow into west Punjab, but only if Pakistan agreed to try to find alternative 
water supplies.    

• The problem dragged on until 1959. 
• The problem of coping with the Muslim refugees from India was significant. These refugees 

had been submitted to terrible atrocities, found themselves in the wrong country and so 
thousands fled to Pakistan.  

• They needed food and shelter and placed great strain on the new government.  
 
Relevant points to counter the statement may include: 
• It was essential following the creation of Pakistan to have a new government immediately. 

However there was a shortage of properly qualified and experienced personnel, which 
made the task of running a government department extremely difficult.  

• Pakistan had been awarded 750 million rupees under the final settlement with India but 
only received 200 million at first. This put enormous strain on the new government since 
they were unable to use the money appropriately.  

• It was also the case with the division of the armed forces and military assets.  
• Much of the assets awarded were obsolete or out of order.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• Indian control of the ‘headworks’ 
• refugees 

You must also use information of your own. 
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Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1–4 • Inaccurate application of knowledge and understanding, lacking in 

development and showing little or no organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are not developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is basic with no analysis of issues. 

(AO3) 
• An unbalanced argument, judgements not supported by evidence. 

(AO3) 
 Maximum 3 marks for Level 1 answers that do not go beyond 

aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level 2 5–8 • Partially accurate application of knowledge and understanding, with 

basic development and showing limited organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates basic links to the conceptual focus of the question, 

which are partially developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is limited with partial analysis of 

issues. (AO3) 
• A partially balanced argument, judgements are supported by limited 

evidence. (AO3) 
 Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond 

aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level 3 9–12 • Mostly accurate application of knowledge and understanding, with 

some development and showing partial organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates some links to the conceptual focus of the question, 

which are mostly developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is good with some analysis of issues. 

(AO3) 
• A mostly balanced argument, judgements supported by some 

relevant evidence. (AO3) 
 Maximum 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go beyond 

aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level Mark Descriptor 
Level 4 13–

16 
• Accurate application of knowledge and understanding, with relevant 

and full development and showing excellent organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates clear links to the conceptual focus of the question, 

which are thoroughly developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is excellent with thorough analysis of 

issues. (AO3) 
• A balanced argument, judgements thoroughly supported by relevant 

evidence. (AO3) 
  No access for answers that do not go beyond aspects  
 prompted by the stimulus points. 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 13 marks. 

This question required an explanation of how important the given problems facing Pakistan 
in 1947 were, together with other factors from candidate’s own knowledge. A successful 
attempt to do this would result in a level 4 mark. 
 
The first example demonstrates an accurate application of knowledge and understanding 
with clear links to the conceptual focus of the question (AO2.) It is a balanced answer with 
judgements thoroughly supported by relevant answer (AO3.) The candidate is able to 
explain clearly and accurately that the importance of the Canal Water Dispute, Indian 
control of the ‘headworks’ and refugees were problems facing Pakistan, together with a 
short explanation of the importance of Kashmir. Without referring to Kashmir, the answer 
would have been at the top end of level 3 (by not going further than the given stimulus 
points in the question.) However, the answer did go further and by partially arguing that 
Kashmir was the most important factor, a mark at the lower end of Level 4 was justified. In 
order to gain more marks within level 4 then further explanations of own knowledge such 
as the division of financial and military assets would have been helpful. 
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Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

The candidate clearly had some knowledge of the problems facing the new state of 
Pakistan, but unfortunately this was largely description. There was a partial accurate 
application of knowledge and understanding together with a demonstration of basic links to 
the conceptual focus of the question which unfortunately were only partially developed 
(AO2.) The interpretation of the information was limited with only a partial analysis of issues 
and thus only a partially balanced answer (AO3.) There was little attempt to explain why the 
factors given were problems facing Pakistan, and there was no attempt to explain the 
relevant importance of each factor. As a result, a level 2 mark was awarded. In order to 
reach level 3 then an explanation of the factors given would have been essential together 
with that of own knowledge using the examples of Kashmir and the Princely States and the 
division of financial and military assets in order to access level 4 and a top mark. 
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Question 5(b) 
 
State two terms of the Indian Councils Act of1909. 
Mark scheme 
 
AO1 (2 marks) 
 
Award 1 mark for each correct point, up to a maximum of 2 marks 

• Imperial Council members increased to 60 (1) 
• The British retained overall control (1) 
• The Central Executive Council membership was increased by 60 (1) 
• Provincial Councils members were increased to 50 (1) 
• Muslim representatives to the Councils were elected by a separate Muslim only 

electorate (1) 
 
Accept any other valid point 

 

 
Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 2 marks. 

The candidate has given two clear factual statements about the terms of the Indian Councils 
Act of 1909 (separate electorate for Muslims and Indian inclusion in the Imperial and 
Provincial Councils) and as a result scores full marks. 

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

This is a somewhat confused list of the terms of the Indian Councils Act. ‘Special 
representation was given to Muslims’ deemed worthy of a mark despite not being fully 
developed with reference to the separate electorate, but the example of Indians given posts 
in the government was a little too vague and imprecise to be awarded any credit. Thus, one 
mark was awarded for this response. As with the previous part (b) question it is essential to 
have a clear and precise grasp of knowledge related to these questions. 

 
  

Exemplar response B 
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Question 5(c) 
 
Explain why the Government of India Act in 1935 was a turning point in 
Hindu-Muslim relations. 
 
Mark scheme 
 
AO1 (3 marks)/AO2 (3 marks) 
 
The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested below must also be 
credited. 
 
Indicative content 
 
• Jinnah felt that Congress was refusing to work with him to gain independence  
• Congress refused to cooperate with Muslim League over the implementation of the Act 

especially relating to Muslims gaining autonomy in a number of provinces 
• Jinnah felt that the Act could work in Muslims favour, but Congress refused to cooperate 
• Jinnah turned his attention to building up the Muslim League since he saw no future in 

working with Congress after the Act 
• Many Muslims still members of Congress left to join the Muslim League which they felt 

better represented their interests 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1–2 • Demonstrates limited understanding of concepts, some of which 

may be inaccurate or irrelevant. (AO1) 
• Demonstrates unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are not developed. (AO2) 
Level 2 3–4 • Demonstrates partial understanding of concepts, which are 

mostly accurate and relevant. (AO1) 
• Demonstrates some links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are partially developed. (AO2) 

Level 3 5–6 • Demonstrates thorough understanding of concepts, which are 
accurate and relevant. (AO1) 

• Demonstrates sustained links to the conceptual focus of the 
question, which are developed. (AO2) 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 4 marks. 

Although there was a lack of accurate understanding of why the Government of India Act in 
1935 was a turning point in Hindu-Muslim relations, there was a partial understanding and 
application of knowledge (AO1) that the two sides had irreconcilable objectives and 
differences that Jinnah and the Muslim League saw as a major factor in turning away from 
Congress and the Hindu community. Thus, a mark within level 2 was awarded to credit the 
largely descriptive and partially developed links to the conceptual focus of the question 
(AO2.) To access level 3 (and access to top marks) then a clear explanation of several 
reasons why the Government of India Act was a turning point in Hindu-Muslim relations is 
required. 

 
  

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 1 mark. 

This candidate attempted to describe some of the terms of the Government of India Act, 
which were inaccurate and not relevant to the question. The candidate then went on to 
describe the Quit India Movement, the Cabinet Mission Plan and the eventual partition of 
India in 1947, all of which were irrelevant to the question. The candidate clearly had little 
idea of the demands of the question. As a result, a level 1 mark at the lower end was 
awarded to reflect the candidate’s limited understanding of the concepts involved in the 
question (AO1) and demonstration of unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the 
question (AO2.) To access level 3 (and access to top marks) then a clear explanation of 
several reasons why the Government of India Act was a turning point in Hindu-Muslim 
relations is required. Candidates should also avoid describing factors that have little bearing 
on the question since they leave themselves with potential problems of time management 
in the rest of the paper. 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Question 5(d) 
 
‘Bande Matram was the most important reason why Muslims disliked 
Congress Rule   (1937-1939).’ 
  
Discuss how far you agree with this statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark scheme 
 

AO2 (8 marks)/AO3 (8 marks) 
 

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not 
required to include all the material indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not 
suggested below must also be credited. 

 
Relevant points that support the statement may include: 
• Bande Matram, a nationalistic Hindu song was adopted as the national anthem, which 

contained degrading remarks against Muslims. It encouraged Hindus to expel Muslims 
from ‘Hindustan’ and the song was made compulsory to be sung before the start of 
business every day in the provincial assemblies.  

• There were many anti-Muslim riots in which Muslims were attacked and their houses and 
property set on fire.  

• When Hindu-Muslim riots broke out due to Congress policies the government put 
pressure on judges to favour Hindus and often Muslims were sent to prison.  

Relevant points to counter the statement may include: 
• The Wardha Scheme was a new educational policy, which encouraged Hindu religion and 

culture. Teaching was to be in Hindi with no religious education, which meant that Muslim 
students were at a disadvantage. Spinning cotton by hand was introduced into the school 
curriculum.  

• The Wardha Scheme was imposed on Muslims.  Under this scheme, students had to bow 
before Gandhi’s picture each day. Muslims saw this as an attempt to convert them to 
Hinduism. 

• Another scheme, the Vidya Mandi Scheme indirectly aimed at converting all non-Hindus 
to Hinduism. It was introduced in all schools and colleges. It’s objective was to glorify 
Hindu myths and heroes and adopt them as national icons. Muslims felt it was an attempt 
to subvert their love for Islam. 

• Congress Rule was hated due to the atrocities committed against the Muslims in some 
places.  They were abused and killed by Hindus.  Muslims were forbidden to eat beef and 
received harsh punishments if they slaughtered cows. 

• Congress insisted on flying it’s tri-colour flags on all public and local buildings, as if they 
had conquered these bulidings. It was given the status of a national flag. 

• Noisy processions were arranged near mosques at prayer time and pigs were sometimes 
pushed into mosques. Construction of new mosques was banned and Muslims were 
harassed while they offered prayers. 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• the nationalistic Hindu song 
• anti-Muslim riots 

You must also use information of your own. 
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• Hindi was enforced as the official language and organised attacks were made on Muslim 
worshippers in mosques.  

• Congress did their best to weaken the economy of Muslims. They closed the doors of 
government offices for them, which was one of the main sources of income for the 
Muslims in the region. They also harmed Muslim trade and agriculture. 

•  
Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material 
Level 1 1–4 • Inaccurate application of knowledge and understanding, lacking 

in development and showing little or no organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates unsustained links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are not developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is basic with no analysis of issues. 

(AO3) 
• An unbalanced argument, judgements not supported by 

evidence. (AO3) 
 Maximum 3 marks for Level 1 answers that do not go beyond 

aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level 2 5–8 • Partially accurate application of knowledge and understanding, 

with basic development and showing limited organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates basic links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are partially developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is limited with partial analysis of 

issues. (AO3) 
• A partially balanced argument, judgements are supported by 

limited evidence. (AO3) 
 Maximum 7 marks for Level 2 answers that do not go beyond 

aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level 3 9–12 • Mostly accurate application of knowledge and understanding, 

with some development and showing partial organisation. (AO2) 
• Demonstrates some links to the conceptual focus of the 

question, which are mostly developed. (AO2) 
• Interpretation of information is good with some analysis of 

issues. (AO3) 
• A mostly balanced argument, judgements supported by some 

relevant evidence. (AO3) 
    Maximum 11 marks for Level 3 answers that do not go 

beyond aspects prompted by the stimulus points. 
Level Mark Descriptor 
Level 4 13–16 • Accurate application of knowledge and understanding, with 

relevant and full development and showing excellent 
organisation. (AO2) 

• Demonstrates clear links to the conceptual focus of the 
question, which are thoroughly developed. (AO2) 

• Interpretation of information is excellent with thorough analysis 
of issues. (AO3) 

• A balanced argument, judgements thoroughly supported by 
relevant evidence. (AO3) 

  No access for answers that do not go beyond aspects 
prompted by the stimulus points. 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 9 marks. 
This question required an explanation of how important were the given reasons why 
Muslims disliked Congress Rule, together with other factors from candidates’ own 
knowledge. A successful attempt to do this would result in a level 4 mark. Although this was 
a mainstream topic in the specification, good answers were very limited, which suggests 
that candidates found the question challenging. 
 
The candidate did address all the stimulus points given in the question, but the response is 
largely descriptive with minimum attempt to explain why Muslims disliked these actions of 
Congress Rule. There was an attempt to address other factors (Jinnah’s 14 Points, separate 
electorates and the Lucknow Pact) but these were irrelevant and from earlier times. Clearly 
there was an accurate application of knowledge and understanding shown with some links 
to the conceptual focus of the question (AO2) with some analysis of the issues and a 
partially balanced argument (AO3.) As a result, the candidate just managed to achieve a 
mark at the bottom end of level 3. In order to access the top of the level 3 and into level 4 
then it is essential to explain all points made and avoid irrelevancies. For the very top of 
level 3 and level 4 it is essential that the candidate uses own knowledge of other reasons 
why the Muslims disliked Congress Rule as described in the mark scheme. 
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Examiner’s comments:  

This response was given 7 marks. 

This was a limited answer that did address the stimulus points in the question, but this was 
largely descriptive and did little to explain how these reasons made Muslims dislike 
Congress Rule. There was a partial application of knowledge and understanding with basic 
links to the conceptual focus of the question (AO2.) The interpretation of the information 
was limited with only partial analysis of the issues and as a result it was only a partially 
balanced argument (AO3.) As a result, a mark within level 2 was achieved with a limit of 7 
marks due to a lack of own knowledge of other reasons included. In order to access the top 
of the level and into level 4 then it is essential to explain all points made and demonstrate 
more links to the question to balance the argument and start to attempt some form of 
evidenced judgement. For the very top of level 3 and level 4 it is essential that the candidate 
uses own knowledge of other reasons why the Muslims disliked Congress Rule as described 
in the mark scheme. 

 

Exemplar response B 
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