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Introduction  

 
1.1 About this booklet 

This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 

International GCSE in Bangla (2017) specification. The Paper 1 exemplar materials will enable 

teachers to guide their students in the application of knowledge and skills required to 

successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 5 to 7 from the June 2019 

examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions and how examiners have 

applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how student responses should be marked. 
 

1.2 How to use this booklet 

Each example covered in this booklet contains: 

 

● Question 

● Mark scheme 

● Exemplar responses for the selected question 

● Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied by 

examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where relevant, 

guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 

The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 

levels of candidate responses. 

 

Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of students and 

incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 

 

 

1.3 Further support 

A range of materials is available from the Pearson qualifications website to support you in 

planning and delivering this specification. 

 

Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s 

Report and other assessment and support materials available on the Pearson Qualifications 

website. 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-bangla-2017.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-bangla-2017.html


 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Bangla Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  

Issue 1 – February 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

2 

 

Question 5 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 13 marks.  

Communication and content 

The candidate has referred to all four key stimuli. The piece of writing is considered for a mark 

from across the entire mark range for communication and content. It was very good to see 

how the candidate has started and ended the writing about how he/she spends holiday. The 

candidate has exceeded the recommended word limit to provide information on all the 

keywords in a coherent manner. The whole text (including the stimuli) makes for pleasant 

reading (for example: ’আমি িনে কমি এনক অপিনক সাহানযেি িাধ্েনিই আিিা দেনে কল্োণ বনে আেনে সক্ষি হনবা।’). The 

candidate has shown good ability in communication and content. There is no ambiguity found 

in the writing. Therefore, the candidate is given full marks i.e. 7. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

There is good evidence of a number of grammatical structures and vocabulary used 

effectively in this piece of writing. The candidate has shown good confidence in the use of a 

broad range of tenses (present, past and future), with comparatively little emphasis on the 

past and future tenses. Although this is a strong piece of writing, there is some evidence of 

incorrect spelling (such as:  ‘কববেে, বেস্থো, প্রােোমহক’, etc.) Also, the answer would have been much 

better if written in a few paragraphs instead of one long chunk. As a result, the candidate lost 

1 mark and was therefore awarded 6 marks. 
 

Exemplar response A 
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Exemplar response B 
 

 

 



 

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Bangla Paper 1 - Exemplar materials  

Issue 1 – February 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 
 

5 

Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 10 marks.  

Communication and content 

The candidate has included all four key words. Some success in the use of language for 

communication is evident and the response has slightly exceeded the recommended word 

limit. However, the candidate has produced a simple and rather unconvincing piece of 

writing. This particular example shows a long list of simple sentences where the grammar 

and sentence structures are repetitive, with the use of simple, familiar vocabulary, which 

does not show a high level of fluency (for example: ‘...িানক িান্নাি সানে সাহাযে কমি। ...এছািা পমিবানিি সানেও সিই 

কাটাই.। ...োনেি সানেও সিই কাটাই।’, etc.) The candidate needs to expand on the points discussed to 

achieve higher marks. The centres should train their candidates in how to expand 

discussion and how to follow the assessment criteria. 5 marks are awarded for 

communication and content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The vocabulary and sentence structures used by the candidate are not up to a very good 

standard against question targets. The writing lacks in the use of a variety of tenses and 

vocabulary and is restricted to mostly occasional simple present and past forms, without the 

use of the future tense. There is also evidence of a few spelling mistakes in this piece of 

writing (such as: ‘এছািা, সিই, িানেি, সাপ্তা’, etc). Also, the candidate has shown some weaknesses in 

using relevant complex words and phrases. Had the candidate used a wide range of 

vocabulary and expanded the ideas in a coherent style, they would have gained full marks. 5 

marks are awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Exemplar response C  
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 7 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has mentioned almost all the stimuli in various places in the writing; however, 

there are noticeable inconsistencies in the use of the sentence structure and tenses. The 

candidate has shown some ability in communicating information and content. In order to gain 

more marks, the candidate should justify views in a logical sequence and make fewer spelling 

errors. The centres should advise candidates to expand fully on all four stimuli. It is also 

advisable to encourage candidates to write down separate paragraphs wherever possible in 

response to each bullet point. The candidate is awarded 4 marks for communication and 

content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy  

The sentence structures and vocabulary used by the candidate are shown to be of a low 

standard for the requirement.  There is evidence of many spelling mistakes, e.g. ‘gote- গনে’ 

instead of ‘goto- গে’, ‘samaji-সািামে’ instead of ‘samajik-সািামেক’, etc. The candidate has also written 

a Bengali word (‘হনেনছ’) in English script (transliteration: ‘hoyece’). However, the candidate has 

demonstrated basic language knowledge and vocabulary. To gain more marks, candidates 

should use a wide range of vocabulary and punctuation as well as correct grammar. 3 marks 

are given for linguistic knowledge and content. 
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Question 6(a) 
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Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 18 marks. 

Communication and content 

The overall impression is of a coherent piece of writing which shows good ability on the part 

of the candidate to respond in a way that a native speaker can comprehend. The candidate 

has used a variety of vocabulary and structures but there is evidence of many spelling errors 

(for example: ‘আমগনে, েুনল্াো, োি, কানিানে, অসুমিো’, etc.) and grammar (for example: ‘গে পাচ বছনিি সানে েুনল্াো 

কিনল্া...’). In addition, there is some repetition of the sentence structure. The first bullet point 

regarding the characteristics of an area where the candidate lives is not fully explained. The 

other two bullet points were attempted, but without the expansion of ideas and information. 

To achieve a top mark, the candidate should elaborate more on their ideas and thoughts and 

present them cohesively and coherently when targeting the bullet points. The candidate 

should also write more legibly as the handwriting made some words difficult to interpret. The 

response is therefore worthy of 10 marks for communication and content. 
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Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The response includes a good range of vocabulary and structures. There is evidence of correct 

language usage, although there are some spelling and lexical mistakes. Several tenses are 

attempted, with a good level of success. The response does not, however, indicate much more 

than a satisfactory range of sentence structures and vocabulary. Centres should train 

candidates in the skill of using different time phrases effectively. This response leans towards 

the 8-10 mark range. However, the candidate needs to improve their language skills to 

present ideas and information in a logical and articulate manner, without occasional 

repetition of the sentence structure, in order to achieve higher marks. 8 marks are awarded 

for linguistic knowledge and accuracy.  

 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 23 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has addressed all three bullet points sequentially in paragraphs, enabling them 

to achieve a higher mark range. The piece has been written clearly and with the use of a 

variety of vocabulary and structures, makes it for pleasant reading. The candidate has 

introduced and concluded the piece appropriately. There are hardly any spelling mistakes. 

The candidate has shown a very good ability to express ideas in the content, including 

opinions and justifications (for example: ‘...এসব েরুণনেিনক আেনেি সিে কাটানোি েেে তেমি কািণ োিাই আিানেি দেনেি 

িমবষ্েৎ...’).  

However, the candidate should include more complex sentences to be able to communicate 

ideas coherently in order to score full marks. The candidate, without a doubt, deserves to be 

awarded 12 out of 13 marks. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate has mostly used correct words and sentences referring to past, present and 

future events. A good variety of grammatical structures is evident. The vocabulary, including 

complex language, is mostly satisfactory. Based on the quality of writing, this fits at the lower 

end of the top mark range (10-13). In order to achieve full marks, the candidate should have 

given more fluent responses using extended and well-linked sentences when expressing 

ideas. The candidate deserves to achieve 11 marks for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Exemplar response C  
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 12 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has shown to have less writing ability and skill in addressing all the bullet 

points in the task. Some attempts have been made to express information required, but not 

to the minimum acceptable standard. There are signs of some irrelevance and incoherence 

in the writing. For example, instead of writing the characteristics of the area to address the 

first bullet point, the candidate has written about bad conditions on the road and the lack of 

water. The candidate has given one or two details for the second and third bullet points, 

without sufficient expansion. There is strong evidence of many spelling mistakes and 

ambiguity in the use of words in places: e.g. the candidate used ‘dai-োে’ instead of ‘dewa-

দেো/দেওো’. ‘Dai-োে’ means ‘liability’, when the candidate meant to use the word ‘give’, which is 

‘dewa-দেো’. For these reasons, the response cannot be awarded marks within the 8-10 band. 

To attain good marks, the candidate should display good communication skills, using 

consistently appropriate vocabulary and information relevant to the task. The centres 

should train their candidates in communicating relevant information effectively. 7 marks are 

awarded for communication and content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate has shown a low level of proficiency in the use of past, present and future 

tenses. There is strong evidence of incorrect spelling and grammar, and inappropriate use 

of language. This exemplar also shows gaps in the use of punctuation (for example: ‘আমি গে 

বছি আিাি দেনেি মিনিমছ আমি েন্ম হোি পি দেনকই িগবােি োমক আিানেি পমিনবে...’). In this piece of writing, there is 

enough evidence to justify placing the performance towards the lower end of the 4-7 mark 

band. To score top marks, the candidate should focus on the accuracy of language and 

grammatical structures and avoid errors which hinder the clarity of communication. 5 marks 

are awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Question 6(b)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 25 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has been successful in addressing all three bullet points and is placed in the 

top mark band. The candidate has included much detailed information required for the 

content. There is good evidence of linking bullet points. This contributes to the overall fluency 

of the writing, which is unambiguous throughout. The response remains relevant and 

purposeful. Moreover, it is a pleasure to read this piece of writing. The candidate has used an 

excellent range of vocabulary in well-structured sentences. It would have been even better if 

the third bullet point had included more ideas. This performance, without a doubt, reflects 

the descriptors of the 10-13 mark band. Therefore, 12 marks are awarded for communication 

and content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The 10-13 mark band requires candidates to use an excellent range of vocabulary and 

structures. 

Most of the structures are up to the level of performance expected. The content is fully 

coherent to a native speaker and shows good clarity of communication. There is a good 

command of language, demonstrated throughout with references to past, present and future 

events. The response includes extended, well-articulated sentences, which use a wide variety 

of grammatical structures.  

Top marks of 13 are rightly awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 14 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has responded to the email with a very short answer and has not addressed 

the last two bullet points. There is a partial attempt at addressing the first bullet point, but it is 

not covered thoroughly or clearly. The candidate has only mentioned cake-cutting and going 

to the park, but did not show detailed activities. Based on this, the full range of marks cannot 

be applied. In deciding upon which mark band to allocate this response to, one might 

consider the 4-7 range in the first instance. The response does not meet the requirement for 

Exemplar response B 
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demonstrating the ability to express thoughts and ideas, comprehensible to a native speaker. 

However, the response is slightly better than a simple response. In order to achieve marks in 

the top band, the candidate should adhere to instructions in the rubric and address all the 

stimuli with a variety of activities for the top range of marks. Also, the candidate should use a 

wide range of vocabulary and grammatical structures with expansion of ideas and thoughts. A 

mark within 4-7 band would be rather harsh in relation to much of the writing. The response 

just about meets the requirements within the 8-10 band. This is a borderline case. Therefore, 

it is appropriate to award the candidate 8 marks for communication and content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate has used very simple and basic structures throughout this response. There is 

certainly frequent evidence of incorrect spelling (for example: ’অিিা, ওনেক, অসনল্া, োক, েুিানক’, etc.)  

The range of vocabulary items and structures is very limited. There are brief points where the 

language of the writing reflects the 4-7 descriptors. So, the overall performance must be 

placed towards the upper end of the 4-7 mark band. To achieve higher marks in the top band, 

the candidate should avoid common and simple sentences. Also, the candidate should have 

knowledge of more vocabulary and the ability to expand relevant information as relevant to 

the task. The mark of 6 is rightly awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Exemplar response C  
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 13 marks. 

Communication and content 
The candidate’s attempts at addressing the bullet points are very weak in terms of expressing 

ideas and the response falls short of gaining marks in the upper range. The candidate has 

made a partial attempt at addressing the first and second bullet points but has failed to give 

detailed information on how to celebrate their birthday next year in the third bullet point.  

This part of the response shows successful communication of some information relevant to 

the task although the development of ideas is not fully satisfactory (for example: ’এগামি বছি আমি 

এমেনে এনিা অনেক মকছু কিনে চাই। যিে সবাি সানে ঘুিনে যাো। ’, etc.) The content should be expanded with a more 

detailed list of ideas and activities, with a wider range of vocabulary and grammatical 

sentences used to address all the stimuli fully so that the candidate can achieve higher marks. 

Also, the content should be legible to readers so that they can comprehend it easily. The 

centres should thus prepare candidates in how to develop their linguistic skills in order to 

produce high-quality pieces of work in line with the above. The response meets the 

requirements for a mark within the 4-7 band. So, 7 marks are given for communication and 

content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

Simple structures are used by the candidate throughout this response. Also, some linguistic 

and grammatical weaknesses in how ideas and thoughts are being expanded are present in 

this piece of writing. There is evidence of mistakes such as incorrect spelling (for example: ’েুমি 

কিে আনছা? ... আে স্কল্ িাি।’) and repetition of words. The range of vocabulary and structures used in 

the piece is also limited. In similar instances, candidates need more writing practice in using a 

wide range of vocabulary and presenting points in a logical and coherent manner. Attention 

should also be paid to minimising the number of errors.  

Again, a mark within the 4-7 band is appropriate for this performance and the mark of 6 is 

given for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Question 6(c) 

 

 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 20 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate is successful in addressing all three bullet points, with each being exemplified 

in a logical sequence throughout the piece of writing. The candidate has briefly mentioned the 

advantages and disadvantages of using social media. The piece could have scored more 

marks if it had included more examples reflecting the impact of social media in society, and if 

the third bullet point had been expanded with more detailed information, showing its benefits 

in communications. The response does not reflect the demands of the upper end of the mark 

range of 11-13. Certainly, the candidate has shown good coherence throughout the piece of 

writing. Therefore, they are given 11 marks for communication and content. 
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Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate has included a range of structures and vocabulary and shown correct language 

usage, although there are a number of missing letters in words and a noticeable number of 

other spelling mistakes. To attract higher marks in the top mark band, the candidate should 

have accurately used a variety of complex language referencing past, present and future 

tenses. The performance does not reflect the requirements of the top mark band. A mark 

within the 8-10 mark band is, however, appropriate. The overall performance reflects the 

middle of this mark band. 9 marks are therefore awarded for linguistic knowledge and 

accuracy. 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 17 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has kept considerably below the recommended word limit and has partially 

addressed the first bullet point – advantages and disadvantages of the social media. The third 

bullet point on how to improve the use of social media was hardly discussed. The candidate 

has not included adequate information about the tasks. If all the three bullet points had been 

addressed fully with more detail shown, the piece of writing would have scored more marks. 

The candidate has attempted to address the bullet points in simple sentence which contain 

many spelling mistakes (such as: ’যেে, প্রমেমব, বেস্তা, শুড়ু, যিে, কনো’, etc.) The centres should advise the 

candidates to go through the instructions and guidelines present in the mark scheme. 

Appropriate use of simple vocabulary, register and tone have been shown in the content. 9 

marks are awarded for communication and content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

There have been attempts to address the bullet points, but not fully. There are occasions 

where the use of vocabulary is limited and spelling errors are present, which takes the 

response below the requirements of the 8-10 mark band. This would have been a good piece 

of writing and able to achieve a top range mark if the candidate had included expansion of 

evidence by referring to the bullet points and shown better range of vocabulary and spelling. 

There is, however, evidence of grammatical structures and some complex language and so, 8 

marks are awarded for linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 5 marks. 

Communication and content 

The candidate has attempted to write a few lines to address the bullet points of the tasks with 

brief information relevant to the task. The writing contains only 28 words that fall short of the 

requirement to demonstrate a good ability to express ideas. Nonetheless, the candidate has 

shown ability to communicate to some extent. The content should show adequate 

information required to target all the stimuli in the first instance. The candidate then needs to 

expand on the relevant ideas with a wide range of vocabulary and grammatical structures to 

attract more marks in the upper mark range. Because of the short length of the answer and a 

lack of the information required, the candidate is awarded 3 marks for communication and 

content. 

 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

In determining the mark band, one must ascertain whether or not the candidate's response 

displays a range of vocabulary and structures relevant to the bullet points in the question, and 

the structure and tenses are used correctly. As the content involves only a couple of correct 

sentences, it reflects the 1-3 mark band. 2 marks were correctly awarded for linguistic 

knowledge and accuracy. The centres should advise their candidates on following instructions 

regarding the length of the content and addressing all bullet points to gain higher marks. It is 

advisable that candidates review their responses once completed to check if any stimuli had 

been missed out whilst answering. Time management is another consideration.  

 

Exemplar response C 
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Question 7 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 18 marks. 

This candidate has fully understood the English passage and successfully translated it into 

Bengali using a very good style and register. The candidate’s translation is easily 

comprehensible to a native speaker; there is no need to refer to the original English passage. 

The misspelling of a few Bengali words is tolerated (for example: ’অেও েেপ্রীে’) as this does not 

cause any ambiguity in transmission. The text is fully coherent, and there is good linking 

between the sentences. The vocabulary used in the translation show close matches to the 

meaning of the original words. Although the translation of the phrase: ‘in the box office hit’ is 

missing, the piece is almost perfect and the candidate obtains close to full marks, i.e. 18 out of 

20. 

 

Exemplar response A 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 12 marks. 

The candidate has understood the English text but has been unsuccessful in translating some 

key words and phrases into Bengali. There is evidence of many spelling mistakes and  

inappropriate and illegible words used in the translation, leading to ambiguity. It also appears 

that some words have been omitted from the translation (e.g. ‘highest-paid actor’). There is 

evidence of the use of transliteration in which an English word has been written in Bengali 

script instead of an appropriate Bengali equivalent, e.g. ‘actor’. 12 marks are thus awarded for 

this response. 

 

Exemplar response B 
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Examiner’s comments 

This response was given 3 marks. 

The candidate has not been successful in completing the task. It seems that the candidate has 

understood the first two lines of the passage and attempted to translate only these, and has 

missed the rest of the passage possibly as they ran out of time. If this is the case, the 

candidate should be better trained in time management so as not to lose marks for 

incomplete answers. The candidate has managed to translate about three words/phrases 

successfully and so is awarded 3 marks for this response. 

 

Exemplar response C 
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Mark schemes 
 

Mark scheme for question 5 
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Mark scheme for question 6 
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Mark scheme for question 7 
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