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Pearson — International GCSE Art and Design Taxonomy

How to use the Taxonomy in conjunction with the Assessment Grid

Both components in this qualification are 100% externally assessed, however centres will find it helpful to use the taxonomy and assessment grid to provide feedback on student’s

progress.

e When assessing work for each component, examiners will make a holistic judgement using the descriptors in the taxonomy, to establish which performance band matches most closely the candidate’s

work.

e  Candidate’s work that falls between two performance bands must achieve all the keyword descriptors in the lower band and some in the band above. Where this happens, examiners will use their

professional judgement to decide which performance band is most appropriate using a ‘best-fit’ approach.

e After a performance band has been established, the next stage is to use the assessment grid to decide a mark within the performance band. Read through ‘Applying the Assessment Grid’ on page 41 of the

specification prior to establishing a mark for each assessment objective and total mark.
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*Please note that as of November 2023, the Level 1 key word descriptor 'Crude' has been changed to 'Rudimentary’

Advanced
Comprehensive
Perceptive
Exciting
In-depth
Fullyresolved
Risk-taking

CONFIDENT & ASSURED/

EXCEPTIONAL

he candidate has achieved all of the keyword
descriptors in the lower band and some of those

Highly skilled
Inspired
Intuitive
Sophisticated
Insightful
Powerful
Daring
Unexpected
Outstanding




Project Title: ESCAPE

Statement of intent:

I want to discover more about the subject
of escapismand thethemesrelated toit

The theme I have chosen is escape and
escaping from injustice

My influencing artists are; indig0, Ozsalan, and
the artist of lady liberty.

I've chosen this topic because I would like to expand
my imagination and how I relate different themes to one
topic

I want to record directly from observations and
photography from various sources.

I intend to experiment with multitudes of
different media to develop ideas towards my final
piece.

My initial inspiration for my final piece was the
Statue of Liberty as she resembles freedom, but
my inspirations have expanded to include wild
flowers, as they are free and are, essentially, a
symbolism of freedom.

Throughout this project I will try to use and
improve my use of different varieties of media,
such as watercolour and oil pains, as I am not
very confident with those two types of painting.

My Initial Idea:

I want to discover more about the subject of ESCAPE.
The theme I have chosen is escaping injustice but I do
like other aspects of this title too like escaping from
the work place and into a holiday. My influencing
artists are; indig0 and Ozsalan, as well as a few others
that I cannot name. I have chosen this topic because I
feel that this theme relates to how the world is in many
ways. I want to explore my different ideas in a variety
of different ways to produce the best final piece that I
can within the given time limit. I would like to
experiment with a range of different media and
techniques to see what I can achieve.

Page No: 1




Initial Photography

This is a photograph of a locker with a This is a photograph of metal chains and wire  yi6 s a photograph of an open door itis  This is a photograph of a girl with a French

standard lock. In li.nks tg the thgme of u'tters. This was photog.raphed to represent the photographed to symbolise a way out. I Goldstein goldy camera, from just after
escape by contrasting with the title. I title escape and symbolise when I has . u1d use this photo as an exploration WWII . This relates to my theme because i
could use this asa method of Portrayil}g the wrong answer to a prgblem. This photo piece. It could link to Merve Ozsalan’s believe that the people that had it used it as
something's failed escape. This photo in  could be linked to the artist Nerve Ozsalan. I~ [ o0 an escape from the past. This photo could
not edited. I could link this to indigo's art. could photoshop it onto another photo. link to indig0’s work.

PR R a3 “ e d , / »
Here I have photographed a gun and a police ~ This is a photo of a cracked wall. This What's photographed here is sprouts of This is a photo of a flower bush. I plan to
hat, relating to a corrupt government which could relate to the artist Merve Ozsalanif 5 certain fruit that is used in daily life. It use this in my final piece. It could relate
uses their power to harm people. I could use used in photoshop. It links to the theme links to the theme because budding to the artist indig0’s work as they also
this photo as a way to portray that many because it could portray someone in plants are trying to escape towards the use flowers in their artworks. This relates
people cannot escape their government. This need of escaping a broken life. sunlight for optimum energy. This is not to my theme because people often escape
could link to Ozsalan’s work my best photo because it only loosely concrete life for nature.

Page No: 2 relates to the theme.




Observational Study — Girl holding vintage camera

Artwork No: 01 The original photo here is of my sister holing a vintage Camera. The camera in this photo is a French Goldstein goldy which was
Artwork Size: A3  made just after WWII. This was very popular during that time, most likely a good way for civilians to distract themselves from the
Media Used: impact of the war. I decided to create an observation study of this piece using pencil and charcoal to honour the black and white
pencil & Charcoal photos that this camera would take. I really like this photo because of the contrast between the camera taking the photo and the
on off white camera in the photo. I would love to take this piece further and use something similar in my final piece. In my opinion photography
N sketchbook is a great way for someone to escape from reality. We see all to often the ‘Instagram vs reality’ shots posted on social media
¥ paper. showing the vast contract between the calm serenity in an image someone takes vs the reality of the environment around them.

Page No: 3




Artwork No: 02
Artwork Size: 6cm/6cm
Media Used: acrylic

Page No: 4




Artist Research Page 1
Artist Name: Artist Unknown — ‘soulspaze.com’
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Artwork No: 03
Artwork Size: 17cm/17cm
Media Used: oil paints

Page No: 5
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Image Source: soulspaze.com — Statue of Liberty, a pop
art portrait. Oil Paint on canvas

1

I read that the artist created the artwork
with the media oil paints when they
went to America.

When I saw this artwork it I found it
inspirational because of the vibrant
colours and the style of painting that the
artist had used. I plan to use this own
method on my work by experimenting
the media with different images.

I find the work interesting because I
wish to learn more about painting with
oils and I want to expand my knowledge
on different art styles.

The subject matter is about the Statue of
Liberty and that she is an inspirational
and important landmark of New York.

The style of the artwork references....

I like how the artist has imagined and
observed the Statue of Liberty and the
different blends of shadows.

The subject matter relates to my ideas
because the statue is a symbol of liberty
and freedom, what many who are
escaping something want.

When I studied the image by... I noticed
that they had made the artwork using...

When I looked closely at the image I
could see that all the strokes of paint the
artist had made were an entirely
different colour to the next. I had tried
to capture that in my work.

I read that the artist had experimented
with many different shades and colours.




Artwork No: 04
Artwork Size: A4
Media Used: HB pencil.

The Statue of David embodies the city of Florence,
symbolizing independence and strength in the perfect
image of youthful beauty. Michelangelo's David took on new
meaning shortly after its creation as both a symbol of the
Renaissance and a representation of the city itself.

Page No: 6

Observational Studies - Statues

Artwork No: 05
Artwork Size: A5
Media Used: HB pencil.

This is an observational art piece of a bird bath in a garden.
This may be important inspiration connecting to my final
piece.

Artwork No: 06
Artwork Size: A5
Media Used: HB nencil.

This is a drawing of a statue from the fitz William museum in
Cambridge. It is an observational piece of a statue.




I I I I
. . Artwork No: 08
Experimentation & Developments Artwork Size: A6

Media Used: pen, pencil, watercolour

This photo is an inspiration from indig0’s work with flowers. From working on this piece, I have

Artwork No: 07 discovered that to really bring out the brightness in a white flower, it’s best to paint or shade to
AI'tV‘{ ork Size: A5 beckaground in an off-white or grey colour. This also helps with other colours such as blue and
Media Used: pen, watercolour pink — as shown in the painting. I combined more than two separate pieces to create this

overgrown look from an old statue. I may use this method of painting and mixture of wildlife and
man made pieces in the future. I do not think I shall be using this art style however, as it does not

Page No: 7 hold a lot of detail to the painting.




I created this piece as my artist copy as this was the first piece of artwork that

Artist Research Page 2
Artist Name: Indig0

Artwork No: 09
Artwork Size: A5
Media Used: Acrylic, pen, pencil

e

I initially found the artist Indig0 when searching
Pinterest for different ideas linked to the title
‘Escape’. I instantly feel in love wit the piece shown
on the left of the page which shows a journey through
parallel worlds.

Indig0 is a modern contempory graphic design artist.
Her work is mostly illustrative and I think that most
of her work is created using photoshop.

When I saw this artwork it I found it inspirational
because I found their abstract use of flowers
interesting and inspiring. I loved how she combined
the use of bold vibrant colours with simple every day
images.

Her work really conveys they feeling of escaping —
When I look at her work I feel like I am escaping from
reality and the monotomy of every day life.

When I read about the artwork I noticed that at the
time it was made Indig0 was an unidentified artist
and the only image I have actually been able to find of
them is the one above, which covers most of their
features using their iconic holographic rainbow
colouring.

The subject matter is about....

The style of the artwork references historical artists
such as Rene Margritte with the displacement of
everyday objects.

I like how the artist has imagined how every images
would look with blasts of colour or floral elements. I
feel like she takes a simple element of nature e.g.
flowers or rainbow and adds them to unrealistic
aspects of her work.

The subject matter relates to my ideas becausee I
plan to use flowers such as these in my final piece
situated along side an everyday image. I want to try
and incorporate some of her bold, vibrant colouring

into my work.

inspired my journey through the title escape. I really like the use of bold birght

colours along side the dark, galaxy style background. In my copy, I chose to use
coloured pencil and acrylic to show the colour. I am happy with the over all look of

the piece but I know I can develop some areas further.

Page No: 8

When I looked closely at the image I could see that
there was a lot of detail and effort put into this piece

of art, and the intricate brush strokes in the painting.

This piece is of a person that has a
bubble filled with flowers for a
head. This is an abstract art piece
by the artist indig0.

The meaning of this piece could
be interpreted by others in many
ways, but think that this is about
someone who has their head
somewhere else and is always
thinking of other unimportant
ideas (such as flowers).




Artist Pastiche — Escape

This piece is what I hope to be an
inspiration to my final piece. The fish bowl
and the girl are the main aspect of this
piece. This piece is an observation/
experimentation painting with the media
of watercolour to see how well I can
portray a piece with this media. This was
my first time working with watercolour to
create the bubbles in this painting. If I
were to improve anything, I would improve
my skill with depth in the piece, as well as
the detail I have put in for aspects such as
the goldfish in the bowl. This art piece
connects to the abstract work of infig0 that
I have copied.

Artwork No: 10
Artwork Size: A3
Media Used: Water Colour

“Take Me Somewhere Nice - @mogwaiband . Inspired by visual by
Ken Wong, we recreated a real-life...”

Page No: 9




Observational Studies - Flowers

Artwork No: 13
Artwork Size: 12cm x 12 cm
Media Used: Pencil, Acrylic, watercolour

I have completed seven art pieces of flowers, some observational,

some explorational. I have mostly painted with watercolour, but I

have once used tea as a media source because I thought the colour
would suit the picture nicely — this was artwork no.

L s
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Artwork No: 12
Artwork Size: 8cm/8cm

Artwork No: 15
Artwork Size: 13cm x 13cm
Media Used: watercolour, pencil

PR
Rs 5
2 "'!{Axg,"c*::“,

- B

Artwork No: 16
Artwork Size: A6
Media Used: acrylic, pencil, tea.

o Artwork No: 14
- Artwork Size: A5
Media Used: watercolour, pencil.

Page No: 10




Artwork Size: A3
Media Used: Pencil, coloured pencil, Water colour

Page No: 11

S

Here I created an artist pastiche of the artist indig0. I used an two observational photo and painted the
piece in the style of the artist using watercolour and pencil.it was completed successfully, though if I had
more time I would have added more detail to the content of the jar and made the colours stand out. Next I
plan to again use flowers in another experimental piece to enhance my knowledge on the subject and paint
with many different media to expand my expertise.




Artist Research Page 1
Artist Name:

Merve Ozsalan
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The artwork inspired me because I found the
way that the artist had done the artwork
interesting and how they managed to tie the
theme of the piece in nicely. The theme seems
to be contrasting worlds. A world of black and

white and vibrant colours.

I believe that the meaning of the piece portrays

and old and new world contrasting each other.

I read that the artist created the artwork using photoshop instead of in a traditional form.

When I saw this artwork it I found it inspirational because their use of something natural and something old and
humane led me to my final piece inspiration. I find the work interesting because of how they created the artwork.

The subject matter is about how colour and black and white contrast each other, and how two very different things
could be brought together. The style of the artwork references a modern style.

I like how the artist has observed two very contrasting themes and brought them together.

The subject matter relates to my ideas because they seem to symbolise escaping a grey reality and escaping into a

world of colour.

When I looked closely at the image I could see that the vibrant colours were the northern lights, an amazing
environmental feat. I can see that the artist has used photoshop. I plan to use this method in my own artwork by

creating my final piece idea in such a way.

Page No: 12

Artwork No: 18
Artwork Size: A4
Media Used: Pencil,
Acrylic




Artwork No: 19
Artwork Size: 20cm x 20cm
Media Used: Digital print, Pencil and Acrylic
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In this piece I copied an artist’s work. The artist is unknown. In the piece, I drew the train, painted the

station and put the background on three different pieces. The media’s I used were HB pencil, coloured

pencil, and acrylic paint, as well as a printed photo. I plan to use this method of creating art further on
in my art. I found the art style interesting and fun to work with.

Page No: 13




Composition planning
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Final idea
development

I plan to paint the background using
either watercolour or oil paints. The
background is a garden of assorted
wildflowers that seemingly have no
connection. The background will be
colourful, bold and vibrant. It will
be separated from the foreground
and I plan to paint it on canvas.

The foreground is of a girl holding a
camera from just after WW2. She
will be drawn using HB pencils and
will be drawn on card. She will be
drawn in black and white to
represent the different aspects of
this piece. The main goal of this
piece is to portray her taking a
photo of the meadow.
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Final Piece (Exam piece)

Artwork No: 20
Artwork Size: (Specific Measurements or Paper size)
Media Used: e.g. Acrylic, pen, pencil

My initial idea for my final piece involved the Statue of Liberty, which
represented freedom and of course liberty, and cracks and forms of
damage on the statue to portray a sense of false freedom. I developed my

1dea by finding a suitable artist to inspire my art by, though

I didn’t manage to include their art style in my final piece, copying the art

helped me gain a better understanding of using oil paints in my art.

For my initial observations, I took photos of objects that I believed
portrayed being trapped, for example the look represented being unable

to acquire freedom.

Given more time I would have gone over the hairline of the girl, and
perhaps added a few more details to the background, however, this piece
took the full ten hours to complete successfully. Some difficulties I faced
with the final piece was adding the detail to the flowers in the
background.

I feel that I particularly succeeded in adding the details to the

foreground, as well as portraying the different colour schemes.

I feel that I completed my final piece successfully with only a few
mistakes, though overall I feel that you can see a great improvement

from my art beforehand.
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