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AO1
Develop

AO2
Refine

AO3
Record

AO4
Realise intentions

Mark 11 12 11 9

Mark band Band 4
Mostly competent 

and consistent 
ability

Band 4
Fully competent 
and consistent 

ability

Band 4
Fully competent 
and consistent 

ability

Band 3
Emerging 

competent ability

Total 43

Mark band:
Mark band 4 – competent and consistent ability 

Key word descriptors from the taxonomy:
Informed, purposeful, sustained





Pearson – International GCSE Art and Design Taxonomy

How to use the Taxonomy in conjunction with the Assessment Grid

Both components in this qualification are 100% externally assessed, however centres will find it helpful to use the taxonomy and assessment grid to provide feedback  on student’s 
progress.

• When assessing work for each component, examiners will make a holistic judgement using the descriptors in the taxonomy, to establish which performance band matches most closely the candidate’s
work.

• Candidate’s work that falls between two performance bands must achieve all the keyword descriptors in the lower band and some in the band above. Where this happens, examiners will use their  
professional judgement to decide which performance band is most appropriate using a ‘best-fit’ approach.

• After a performance band has been established, the next stage is to use the assessment grid to decide a mark within the performance band. Read through ‘Applying the Assessment Grid’ on page 41 of  the 
specification prior to establishing a mark for each assessment objective and total mark.
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Consider the  
keyword  
descriptors to  
the right  
carefully.

Has the  
candidate  
achieved all,  
most or some  
of the  
descriptors?

N
o

 r
ew

ar
d

ab
le

m
at

er
ia

l

Unstructured  
Clumsy  
Disjointed  
Minimal  
Rudimentary
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Deliberate  
Methodical  
Superficial  
Partial  
Unresolved  
Simplistic
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Reflective  
Predictable  
Broadening  
Repetitive  
Intentional  
Adequate
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Informed  
Purposeful  
Diverse  
Sustained
Skilful  
Effective
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Advanced  
Comprehensive  
Perceptive  
Exciting
In-depth  
Fully resolved  
Risk-taking
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Highly skilled  
Inspired  
Intuitive  
Sophisticated  
Insightful  
Powerful  
Daring  
Unexpected  
Outstanding
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1 – 12 marks 13
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15
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16 –24
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40 –48

Marks
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62
63
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64 –72

marks

*Please note that as of November 2023, the Level 1 key word descriptor 'Crude' has been changed to 'Rudimentary'



International GCSE Art and Design
Graphic Communication- Logo design

Component 1 



Mind map



Mood board
I created a mood board containing my primary 
sources, other sources of inspiration and the 
colour scheme which I would like to work on. 

The three key elements of my project are nature, budget 
and purity, which will be represented by a leaf, a coin in 
a hand and water respectively these three objects would 
be my primary source. I drew a copy of the primary 
sources on paper and then made three digital variations 
for each of them.

Exploring primary sources

Purity

Budget 

Nature

own photograph own photograph

own photograph
retrieved from 

google

own photograph

retrieved from 
google

retrieved from 
google

retrieved from 
google

retrieved from 
google

retrieved from 
google



Secondary source
Green Matters Natural Dye Company

retrieved from 
google

Green Matters Natural Dye Company was founded to 
develop a dyeing solution that can meet the 
manufacturing needs of fashion brands without 
damaging the environment.

Drafting my own idea for the logo

After looking at a company with a similar vision, I tried to incorporate 
similar ideas for my own project. I incorporated ideas like the circle, using 
of an object from nature as my main focus and adding the name of the 
company in the logo. The idea of centralising nature from this logo helped 
me come up with the name ‘GREN’ for the company.



Developing ideas 

Exploring the leaf
Coloured pencils on paper 

Leaf stylisation
Digital media- 
Photopea



Exploration of the leaf
Collage 
I explored leaves by creating 
collage pieces  of leaves 
using paper. Even though, 
the collages were for 
exploring leaves I tried to 
blend the element of water as 
well, as it seems to be the 
most vital component in the 
logo.

Digital editing- Photopea



I used photopea to explore water as an fluid like a dye, this is 
to make variations in the water to find the best option I that I 
can incorporate in my logo

Presents the fluidity of water

Presents the fluidity of water in a 
container

Water

Primary source

Presents fluidity of water with 
a drop and a ripple



Coin

I used Photopea to explored coins as circles, it would 
present budget in the logo which is an important 
aspect of the company.

Technique: colour pencil on paper

Technique: digital

Integrating a coin in paint
Exploring the circles in the coin

Primary source
Melting of the coi to link with  the 

idea of liquids



Font Design

Font design ideas 

I tried to create 
a font, 
integrating the 
idea of nature, 
for the letters in 
the name of the 
company, G, R, 
E and N.. I 
created 3 
variations of the 
chosen font, 
these versions 
were more 
detailed and 
proportional.



Font 
Design

Logo Design I sketched some logo ideas on a paper. I tried to achieve the best combination of all the important components 
of the company and I tried to use my collages for the logo.



I tried to explore 
different ideas of 
logos in order to find 
the best fit for the 
company which 
would fit most of the 
main ideas of the 
company. I tried to 
use different 
colours, proportions 
which would present 
the ideas of the 
company.





Final logo idea

After exploring 
several ideas for the 
logo, I believe that the 
best option for the 
logo is the leaf with a 
drop of water. This is 
because it represents 
dye through the drop 
of water, it represents 
nature through the 
leaf and the drop of 
water also represents 
purity. I explored this 
specific logo idea, by 
using lines, 
experimenting with 
angles and 
proportions, in order 
to find the best 
variation of this logo 
idea.

Drop of water

Leaf

Experimenting with colours
Experimenting with 

proportions and lines



Final logo choice Logo



Business card

Front Back



Logo on objects
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