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4AR0/02 IGCSE Arabic – Examiner’s report – January 2016 
 
 

General comment 
 
This paper requires candidates to produce two pieces of continuous writing. 
 
Candidates are asked to choose two tasks from a choice of six. Candidates are advised to 
write about 300 words on each of their chosen topics. The six tasks included a range of 
writing styles. Each piece of writing is marked out of 30 according to the marking grid on 
pages 6-7 of the specification. The 30 marks are awarded for Content and Communication 
(18 marks), Application of Language (6 marks) and Accuracy of writing (6 marks). 
 
This exam is designed to assess candidates’ performance and writing ability, rather than 
choosing among pre-determined options, as in multiple choice questions.  Candidates are 
expected to construct and produce a thorough piece of writing in response to the demands 
of the question. As this exam allows candidates to construct an original response, examiners 
are required to assess the candidates’ ability to organise their writing in clear and coherent 
sentences and whole texts, to communicate clearly and imaginatively and to use accurate 
spelling and observe the conventions of punctuation. 

 
Question 1 
 
Candidates were required to write a report about the difficulties they encountered during 
their studies.  

There were two main issues in this question; the first to state the difficulties that the 
candidates thought of, and the second to write in a report style. 

This question was not as popular as other questions among the candidates. However, most 
of those who attempted it were able to state interesting relevant issues such as homework, 
curriculum balance, exams, teacher absence and the importance of classroom and sports 
activities. 

 
Question 2 
 
Candidates were asked to write about the use of cars in towns and cities, and their effects 
on the environment.  
 
The theme of this question appeared to be very popular for most candidates. Candidates 
were able to cover a variety of relevant environmental issues such as air pollution, traffic 
jam, noise pollution; and they were able to state reasonable solutions by suggesting ideas 
like cycling, using public transport and car sharing. 

 
  



Question 3 
 
Candidates were asked to write a speech in which they expressed their points of view as to 
whether hobbies are useful or a waste of time. 
 
This question was the second most popular among candidates. Candidates were able to talk 
about a number of hobbies and their benefits to their colleagues.  
 
Many candidates referred in their speech to positive issues like improvement of personal 
qualities and skills, relaxation and help in finding suitable future careers; and to negative 
issues like the high expense of hobbies, addiction and mismanagement of time. 

Question 4  

Candidates were asked to write a letter to the TV and radio broadcast managers about 
the effect of advertisements on listeners and TV viewers. These effects could have either 
positive or negative effects, or both.  

This question was not very popular. Most candidates who attempted it were confident 
enough to cover relevant negative issues, such as unpleasant interruption, affecting 
enjoyment and wasting of time; and positive issues such as creating awareness, useful 
source of information and good enjoyment.  

Question 5 
 
Candidates were asked to write a letter in response to a friend’s letter in which he/she 
expressed his/her intention to move from a country abroad to the area where the candidate 
lives.   
   
A small number of candidates attempted this question. Many of them were able to produce 
highly interesting pieces of work with a superb, convincing approach.  
 
Question 6  
 
Candidates were asked to write a story relevant to the picture given in the exam paper. The 
picture presented a group of young people fishing by the seaside. 
 
Candidates could write a story in which they take part in the scenario or they may create 
one about other people. Their story should include character analysis, the plot, sequence of 
events and the setup. 

 
 
  



Analysis of candidate performance 
 
Question 1  
Most candidates who attempted this question scored well, stating a number of issues faced 
by the students during their academic year. Marks were lost where candidates failed to write 
about what the other students thought rather than about their own points of view. Very few 
candidates were able to write in a report style. 

Question 2  
This question proved to be the most popular among candidates. Candidates who were not 
able to secure good marks in this question either stated the relative environmental issues 
but forgot to give solutions to the problem, or gave irrelevant environmental problems like 
water pollution and factory waste.    
 
Question 3 
Most candidates who attempted this question were able to state the importance of 
practising hobbies, and their positive effect on individuals. Candidates were able to write in 
good speech-style. A number of candidates confused the point of this question with sports. 
And as a result of that they could not secure good marks as they diverted from the main 
point of the question by concentrating their response on team work and discipline.  
 
Question 4  
Many candidates who attempted this question showed excellent skills in expression and 
elaboration on various relevant points. The point which was referred to the most was the 
effect of some advertisements on children. Most candidates scored well here except for 
those who confused advertisements with normal TV programmes and films, and gave a 
detailed description of a programme of their choice.     
 
Question 5  
Almost all candidates managed to write in a letter-style. The very few who did not score 
well here were those who confused the question with promoting tourism, by assuming the 
friend who sent the letter was paying them a short visit. 
 
Question 6  
Very few candidates responded to this question unlike in previous examination series. 
Examiners found that almost all the responses were relevant and candidates managed to 
secure good marks here. 

  



Examples of candidate responses 

a. This is a section from the introduction of a well written response to question 5.  

 

b. This is a section from a well written speech in response to question 3. The candidate states the 
two points of view and successfully comments on each of them. The candidate clearly gives their 
point of view as required by the question. 

 

c. This is a section from a good response. The candidate lost some marks due to diverting from the 
main point, which is the use of cars in towns and cities in question 2. The response concentrates 
mainly on water pollution. 



 

d. This is an example of a response to question 6 which is described by examiners as too difficult to 
read. 

  

e. This is a section from a well written essay in response to question 2.  The candidate clearly 
understands the task and is able to give a relevant response. There is clear evidence of a good 
ability to narrate, expand, give full descriptions and express opinions as appropriate to the task. 
The piece is clearly linked together, coherent and relevant. The response is pleasant to read. The 
candidate is very competent in manipulating language to suit purpose.     



  



Advice to candidates: 
 
Candidates are advised to:  
 

1. Make sure that each point of view is referred to and clearly stated in one 
paragraph. 

2. It is important to link your paragraphs together by reading what you have written 
before. 

3. It is better to be clear than over confident when writing your ideas. 
4. Write about what you know, and what you believe in. Examiners assess your 

language ability rather than your point of view.  
5. If you feel under pressure in the exam, focus more on examples as an explanation 

when you write. Make sure that your examples are relevant to the main idea. 
6. Keep to the word limit as given in the question. You are more likely to make 

language mistakes or go off topic when writing in excess of 300 words. 
7. See the whole essay in your head before you start writing. If not, you may lose 

significant marks for both coherence and task response. 
8. Focus on the backbone of your essay. The backbone is: 
 

a. The introduction: this should identify the question and outline your position. 
Don’t rush it as it is the first thing the examiner will read. First impressions 
count. 

b. The first/topic sentence of each paragraph: these should be clear and to 
the point. They should identify exactly what that paragraph is about and show 
how it relates to the rest of the essay.  Start off general and then build towards 
the specific. 

c. The conclusion: this is the easiest part of the essay normally. Most often, all 
you need to do is go back to the introduction and rephrase it. 

 
9. Before you write each paragraph of your response, refer back to the question to 

remind yourself about what you are meant to write about. 
 

10. Enrich your general knowledge through reading different styles of writing from 
books, magazines, newspapers and the internet, as well as acquiring knowledge 
from other media sources. 

 
11. Read and understand previous International GCSE exam material which normally 

carries valuable information that can be very helpful when answering future 
exams. 

 
12. Read the model sample answers of previous exams. 
 
13. Familiarise yourselves with the format of the question paper. 
 
14. Adhere to writing on the designated lined pages in the answer book. 
 
15. Clearly mark the question of your choice and answer it in the specified area (lined 

pages) ensuring that there is not any answer of any other question in the same 
area. 



 
16. Ask for extra lined paper from invigilators should the specified area not be big 

enough for your responses. 
 
17. Underline the important words or phrases that refer to the required task, when 

answering a question, to ensure that you respond to the entire task. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade Boundaries 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link: 

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 
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