
Welcome to 
Pearson: Module 1

Pearson Edexcel 
International A Level 
Psychology

First teaching in 2015
First assessment 2016



2© Pearson Education 2020

Session Agenda

● 08:00 Welcome & Introductions
● 08.15    Section one: Assessment Objectives (AOs)
● 08:25 Section two: Question types
● 08.40 Section three: Mark schemes
● 08:55 Break
● 09.00 Section four: Practise using the mark schemes
● 09.50 Section five: Support, resources and final questions
● 10.00 Finish
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Aims and Objectives
In Module 2, delegates will:

● Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification.
● Understand the question types for the qualification
● Understand the mark schemes for the qualification
● Practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work
● Learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars

This event can count as 2 hours of CPD.

Please note: this training consists of three modules.



Polls to get to know 
the delegates.
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World-class qualifications
All Edexcel qualifications 
are developed to meet 
Pearson’s World Class 
Qualification design 
principles

Endorsement
of educational thought-
leaders and assessment 
experts from across the 
globe

Qualifications 
that support young 
people to develop the 
capabilities they need 
to progress and 
prosper in their lives

Developed using
an understanding
and benchmarking of all 
educational systems
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International A Level 
Features

● International A Levels and 

AS Levels are created 

for International Students

● Globally recognised.

IALs are 
comparable to 

the GCE A 
Level 

standard -
NARIC 

Modular structure 
with synopticity

Designed with 
WCQ principle

s 
in consultatio
n with teacher

s & HEIs

Students 
can resit indi
vidual units

Exams available 
in January, 

June & October*

AS 
results cont
ribute to A 

Level result
s

100% 
externally 
assessed
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Updated NARIC report for Edexcel IAL
The executive summary confirms that 
Edexcel IALs are 
considered comparable to the GCE A 
Level standard following reforms to 
the UK regulated qualifications.
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IAS & IAL subjects

8

Biology Chemistry Physics Mathematics Further 
Mathematics

Pure 
Mathematics

Information 
Technology Business Economics Accounting

English 
Language

English 
Literature History Geography Psychology

Arabic French German Greek Spanish

Law (IAL only)
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Section one: Assessment Objectives 
(AOs)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Inter
national%20Advanced%20Level/psychology/2015/speci
fication-and-sample-assessments/IAL-Psychology-
Specification.pdf

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/psychology/2015/specification-and-sample-assessments/IAL-Psychology-Specification.pdf
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Assessment objectives and 
weightings
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AS level
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A level
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AO1
● Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas

○ Theories, studies, issues (of culture and gender, personality, diagnosis), 
concepts, psychological terms (e.g. nature vs nurture)

○ 50% (+/- 5%) of the AO1 marks across the qualification

● Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific processes, 
techniques and procedures

○ Methodology, how psychology works, parts of studies, design of studies 
learners know (not improving), knowledge of practicals

○ 50% (+/- 5%) of the AO1 marks across the qualification
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AO1 example questions
● State two symptoms of schizophrenia (2)

● Describe the function of neurotransmitters as an explanation 
for schizophrenia (6)

● Describe what is meant by ‘disordered thinking’ as a symptom 
of schizophrenia. (2)

● In your studies of clinical psychology, you will have learned 
about the classic study by Rosenhan (1973) in detail.

○ Describe the procedure used by Rosenhan (1973). (4)
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AO2 (1) 
● Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas in a context when 

handling qualitative data 

○ Key questions, theoretical knowledge (theories, studies and concepts) 
applied to unseen contexts/ novel scenarios 

○ 30% (+/- 2%) of the AO2 marks across the qualification

● Apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas in a context when 
handling quantitative data 

○ Key questions, theoretical knowledge, calculating from numerical information, 
significance of results from calculations, calculating no. of steps 

○ 10% (+/- 2%) of the AO2 marks across the qualification
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AO2 (2) 
● Apply knowledge and understanding of processes, techniques and procedures in a 

context when handling qualitative data 

○ Unseen questions on potential studies that focus on qualitative data (e.g. data 
derived from open questionnaires, interviews, observations, case studies, content-
analysis). Can include research studies 

○ 20% (+/- 2%) of the AO2 marks across the qualification

● Apply knowledge and understanding of processes, techniques and procedures in a 
context when handling quantitative data 

○ Unseen questions on potential studies that focus on qualitative data (e.g. data 
derived from open questionnaires, interviews, observations, case studies, content-
analysis). Can include research studies 

○ 40% (+/- 2%) of the AO2 marks across the qualification
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AO2 example questions 
● Kane is investigating the experiences of inpatients with an eating disorder at a 

mental health hospital. He decides to use a non-participant naturalistic 
observation method to gather qualitative and quantitative data.

○ Describe how Kane could carry out a non-participant naturalistic 
observation to gather his qualitative and quantitative data about the 
experiences of inpatients. (4)

● Kane also decides to use a questionnaire to gather data from families of the 
inpatients in the mental health hospital.

○ Suggest one question Kane could use in his questionnaire to gather 
quantitative data. (1)
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AO3
● Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in 

relation to issues, to make judgements and reach conclusions 

○ Evaluation of methods and theories, studies, issues, concepts, psychological 
terms, parts of studies, design of studies (not improving), practicals

○ 90% (+/- 2%) of the AO3 marks across the qualification

● Analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information, ideas and evidence, including in 
relation to issues, to develop and refine practical design and procedures 

○ Changing sample techniques and design, changing type of data, addressing 
different aims, changing detail of study/procedures, avoiding bias (cross-cultural 
and gender), more/less scientific, improving own study practical – or other peoples 

○ 10% (+/- 2%) of the AO3 marks across the qualification
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AO3 example questions

● Matheus wanted to know how phobias impacted on family relationships. He 
asked individuals with globophobia (a fear of balloons) to score the severity of 
their symptoms in terms of the impact on their family relationships. A score of 
0 represented no impact on family relationships and a score of 5represented 
a significant impact on family relationships.

○ Give two reasons why the standard deviation may be a better measure 
of dispersion than the range. (2)
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Multiple AO short answer questions 
examples 

● Explain two strengths of one biological explanation for 
schizophrenia other than the function of neurotransmitters. (4) 
– 2 AO1, 2 AO3

● Kane is investigating the experiences of inpatients at a mental 
health hospital. He decides to use a non-participant naturalistic 
observation method to gather qualitative and quantitative data.

○ Explain one weakness of Kane using medical records in 
terms of ethics. (2) - 1 AO2, 1 AO3

● Compare the use of longitudinal research with cross-sectional 
research. (6) – 3 AO1, 3 AO3
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Multiple AO extended response 
questions examples 

● Evaluate the classic study by Moscovici et al. (1969). (8) – 4 
AO1, 4 AO3

● To what extent can the working memory model (Baddeley and 
Hitch, 1974) be considered a credible explanation of memory? 
(12) – 6 AO1, 6 AO3

● Evaluate your clinical psychology practical investigation. (16) –
6 AO1, 4 AO2, 6 AO3

● Assess the implications of socially sensitive research in 
psychology. (20) – 8 AO1, 12 AO3
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Section two: Question types

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edex
cel-international-advanced-levels/psychology-
2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FExam-materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/psychology-2015.coursematerials.html
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Question types
● Short-answer questions

○ 1-7 marks

○ Points-based marking

○ Can include calculations

● Extended response questions

○ 8-20 marks

○ Levels-based marking
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Short-answer questions
● Single command word used. The command word instructs the candidate what is 

required

○ State, Give,  Define, Describe, Explain,  Justify, Calculate are commonly used 
(see appendix 9 in the specification for a full list of what can be used)

● The number of marks indicates how many points the candidate is required to make

● May be standalone question or may need reference to a novel scenario / stimulus

● Accuracy of information is critical 

● Candidates should be explicit in their intentions and fully justify their responses where 
required
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Extended response questions
● Single command word used. The command word instructs the candidate what is 

required

○ Assess, Evaluate, Discuss,  and To what extent are the only command words 
that can be used

● The number of marks indicates how much content is required and may need to be 
imbalanced

● May be standalone question or may need reference to a novel scenario / stimulus

● Amount of content, accuracy, elaboration and justification of points are all considered 
when awarding a level and a mark
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Content-based questions
● Assessment of:

○ Theories

○ Studies

○ Concepts

○ Key questions

● Can be short-answer or extended-response questions

● Can be assessed using a single AO or multiple AOs (*extended response 
questions always assess multiple AOs)
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Content-based questions - examples
● Complete Table 1 to name the two types of social power that can be used to explain 

obedience to authority. (2)
● Explain one strength and one weakness of social power theory. (4)
● Evaluate the classic study by Moscovici et al. (1969). (8)
● Describe what is meant by the term ‘schema’. (2)
● Explain one strength and one weakness of Bartlett’s (1932) theory of reconstructive 

memory. (4)
● Evaluate your chosen contemporary study. (8)
● To what extent can the working memory model (Baddeley and Hitch, 1974) be 

considered a credible explanation of memory? (12)
● Explain two strengths of using failure to function adequately to determine whether 

Bryony’s behaviour is abnormal. (4)
● Evaluate the contemporary study by Suzuki et al. (2014). (16)
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Methods-based questions
● Assessment of:

○ Research methods

○ Maths

○ Practical investigations / practical research exercises

● Can be short-answer or extended-response questions (maths would be short-
answer only)

● Can be assessed using a single AO or multiple AOs 
(*extended response questions always assess multiple AOs)
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Methods-based questions - examples
● Calculate the percentage of students in Condition A who did not attend the meeting. 

(1)
● Describe how the researchers could gather qualitative data about why the students 

attended the meeting. (3)
● Define what is meant by ‘primary data’. (1)
● Describe how Molly might gather a stratified sample of the employees in the office 

building. (3)
● Identify the fully operationalised independent variable (IV) for this experiment. (1)
● Complete Table 4 and calculate the Wilcoxon Signed Ranks test. (4)
● Describe one control that researchers would have considered for the memory game 

used in this experiment. (2)
● Researchers randomised the order of the words for the recall test. Define the term 

‘randomisation’. (1)
● Evaluate Freud’s use of the case study as a research method. (8)
● Evaluate your clinical psychology practical investigation. (16)
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Activity
What is wrong with these questions?

1. Assess what is meant by ‘disordered thinking’ as a symptom 
of schizophrenia. (2)

2. Outline the function of neurotransmitters as an explanation of 
schizophrenia. (4)

3. Describe the procedure used by Rosenhan (1973). (12)

4. Describe and Evaluate the contemporary study by Suzuki et 
al. (2014). (16)
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Section three: Mark schemes

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edex
cel-international-advanced-levels/psychology-
2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FExam-materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/psychology-2015.coursematerials.html


32© Pearson Education 2020

Short-answer questions
● Use points-based marking

● Markers are instructed to give marks for specific information (as indicated above 
the example response)

● Each mark is indicated with a (1)

● The example response is usually only one example and other accurate information 
would be credited (indicated with ‘Look for other reasonable marking points’)

● Where there is only a single response accepted this is indicated (‘Reject all other 
answers’)

● Some questions require application to a context/scenario (indicated with ‘Generic 
answers score 0 marks’)
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Extended response questions
● Use levels-based marking

● Weighting of the response is indicated to the marker (e.g. AO1 (4 marks), 
AO3 (4 marks)

● Indicative content is provided for markers, but other accurate information 
would be credited (indicated with ‘Look for other reasonable marking 
points’)

● Markers use the level descriptors to award an overall level for the 
candidate response (on the page following the indicative content)

● Markers start at the top of the level (where there is 2 mark range) or the 
upper middle of the level (where there is more than a 2 mark range) and 
award the most appropriate mark from within the chosen level
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Standardisation and supervision

● Markers are standardised in their marking accuracy and 
reliability using a variety of responses

● Markers are exposed to candidate responses of differing 
quality and a variety of content 

● Markers are supervised throughout the marking period by 
supervisors who provide feedback and support where 
necessary
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Activity
Look at your delegate booklet and discuss any differences you 
see between the mark schemes
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Section four: Practise using the mark 
schemes
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Short-answer questions
● Check the AOs being assessed

● Read the instruction given (above the example response) 
carefully regarding what the mark(s) are being awarded for

● Check the example response and where the marks (1) are 
indicated

● If you were live marking you may need to download the original 
version of the content (e.g. a named study or theory on the 
specification)

● Remember that the example response is only indicative and to 
award accurate alternatives 
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Activity
Practise using the mark scheme for 
short-answer responses
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Question 1 – Short Answer 
question 
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Question 1 – Response A
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Question 1 – Response B
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Question 2 – application question
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Question 2 – Response A
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Question 2 – Response B
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Question 3 – Mathematical Skills
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Question 3 – Response A
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Question 3 – Response B
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Extended response questions (1)
● Check the AOs being assessed

● Check the indicative content carefully. Again, if you were live 
marking you may need to download the original version of the 
content (e.g. a named study or theory on the specification)

● Remember that the example response is only indicative and to 
award accurate alternatives 

● Mark using the levels descriptors on the page after the 
indicative content

● Award the level and then the mark within the level
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Extended response questions (2)
● In cases of even performance between the AOs, choose the desired level and award 

an appropriate mark, starting from the top or middle-upper mark

○ For example, if both AO1 and AO3 are level 3 then a level 3 mark can be 
awarded. Start at 6 marks (in an 8-mark essay) and either stay at 6 or move to 5 
depending on the strength of the content presented by the candidate

● In cases of uneven performance between the AOs, choose the level for each of the 
AOs and then find a compromise between the levels. Pay attention to the weighting 
given to each of the AOs when doing this

○ For example, if AO1 was judged as level 4 and AO3 judged as level 2 then a 
level 3 mark may be the most appropriate. Start at 6 marks (in an 8-mark essay) 
and either stay at 6 or move to 5 depending on the strength of the content 
presented by the candidate
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Activity
Practise using the mark scheme for 
extended responses
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Question 4 – Extended Response 
question
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Question 4 – Response A
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Question 4 – Response B
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Question 5 – Extended Response 
question with application
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Question 5 – Response A (1)

Question 4 – Response B
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Question 5 – Response A (2)
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Question 5 – Response B
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Assessment support
● Exemplar material

● Levels based mark scheme guidance

● https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-international-
advanced-levels/psychology-
2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuer
y=Pearson-
UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-
learning-materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/psychology-2015.coursematerials.html
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Section five: Support
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Support Overview

60

Topic booklets &  
Subject guides

Getting ready to Teach 
Events

Regional Support 
ManagerSubject Advisor

Lesson plans

Results Plus

Getting Started Guide & 
Scheme of Work

Subject interpretation of 
transferable skills

Exemplar Marked 
Responses

Curriculum 
Matched Publishing

Additional SAMs Exam Wizard

Free 
Support

Additional 
support for 
selected 
subjects
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• Free online results analysis tool for teachers.

• Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Pearson Edexcel 
exams.

• Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit from further learning 
and inform teaching strategies and approaches.

• Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in 
your country.

• Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to 
produce analysis.

• Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.

• ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and 
performance breakdown, wherever they are.

• Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy 
steps: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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• A free tool for teachers which helps you make quick homework assignments, 
topic tests and mock exams.

• Questions tagged against unit, topic and assessment objective or simply choose 
a whole past paper.​

• Use existing mark schemes for accurate marking.​

• Use examiner report for insight.​

• Most recent exam content available sooner.

• Use the results to understand where students need more support, informing 
teaching strategies.
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New Access to Script (ATS)​ Online Portal
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which allows teachers 
to immediately access electronically marked exam papers

● Provides enhanced transparency and
● Offers transparent approach to marking process
● Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
● Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing

other cohorts for examinations by helping you
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

● Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for a 
defined window, you can view and download scripts which have been 
marked online free of charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows, visit our 
post-results pages.



Your Subject Advisor

Irine Muhiuddin

Twitter: @PearsonSciences

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Irine’s
e-updates by completing this online form

We also have an online community especially for Science
teachers. 

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/groups
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Other useful links

1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for 
all UK and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which 
is available for download with other documents.​
2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates 
sitting Pearson Edexcel examinations.​
3.Progress to University
Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress 
to universities worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.​
4. Access to scripts
Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to 
scripts portal.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx
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Pearson International​ Schools 
Community

Connect with international teachers ​around the world

• Connect with other teachers working in international 
schools and join groups who have shared interests, 
subjects or location ​

• Read  topical news and articles and share yours​
• Advertise jobs at your school or find job opportunities​
• Download free resources​
• Sign up for events.​

Sign up today at:​
pearson.com/internationalschools/blog.

https://neo.pearson.com/external-link.jspa?url=http://www.pearson.com/internationalschools/blog
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Please fill in 
your evaluation forms

We value your feedback!
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