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Introduction

Section A: Biological psychology, totals 34 marks and comprises short-answer questions and one eight-
mark extended open-response question.

Section B: Learning theories and development, totals 34 marks and comprises short-answer questions
and one eight-mark extended open-response question.

Section C: comprises one 12-mark and one 16-mark extended open-response question. The 12-mark
question covers either biological psychology or learning theories and development and the 16-mark
question covers both biological psychology, and learning theories and development.

The assessment is 2 hours.

The assessment consists of 96 marks



Example 1 Mathematical Skills
June 2018 Question 4c
Explain one weakness of the mean as a measure of central tendency.

This question required candidates to explain a weakness of the mean. Candidates should identify a
weakness, and then elaborate or justify why the weakness they have identified is a weakness.

A common error is the lack of justification or exemplification; therefore, candidates do not access the A03
mark.

(¢} Explain one weakness of the mean as 8 measure of central tendency.
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{c) Explain one weakness of the mean as a measure of central tendency.
(2}
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In mathematical questions of this nature if candidates are asked to explain then they should ensure that
there is an explanation in the form of justification or exemplification. This is a requirement of questions
that ask for strengths and/or weakness, and also a requirement of mathematical questions that may ask
for an explanation in terms of data, for example explaining why a statistical test was used.



Example 2 Short Answer question

June 2018 Question 8a
Describe free association as it is used in psychoanalysis.

This question asked candidates to describe free association. A common error was to not include enough
descriptive points to access all the marks. A further error was to describe word association rather than

free association.

{a) Describe free association as it is used in psychoanalysis.
(4)
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i Describe free association as it is used in psychoanalysis.
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A describe question can either be A01 or A02 if there is a scenario with the question. For questions that
ask a candidate to describe candidates need to give an account of something, they must go beyond a
statement and develop their point. Candidates should look at the marks for the question to determine how
many descriptive points to write, in this case the question was worth four marks so four points were
needed. Descriptive points need to be accurate in order to access the marks, for example, in this question
some candidates used the term subconscious rather than unconscious.



Example 3 Application question
June 2018 Question 2d

Explain one improvement Oti could have made to her experiment.

This question required candidates to identify an improvement Oti could have made to her experiment and

explain through justification or exemplification why this would improve her experiment.

Those candidates who did not gain full credit often did not link to the context as is required for the A02
part of the question, and they often gave generic answers rather than focus on aspects of Oti’s
experiment.

(d} Explain one improvement Oti could have made to her experiment.
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(d) Explain one improvement Oti cauld have made to her experiment.
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A common mistake on application questions is candidates not applying to the context. Candidates need to
do more than just repeat a name, they should use information from the context within their points. This is
a requirement of A02 questions whether they are explain, as in this case, or describe or discuss.

Another common error when candidates are asked to explain an improvement is to state a weakness of
the study that was given and then identify how this could be improved, but they fail to explain why this

would be an improvement. If a question asks for an improvement of a study, whether it is a study in detail

or a study where the context has been provided, candidates should focus on why it is an improvement.



Example 4 Extended Response question

June 2018 Question 11
In your studies you will have learned about the following classic studies in detail.

+ Raine et al. (1997) Brain abnormalities in murderers indicated by positron
emission tomography.
« Watson and Rayner (1920) Little Albert: conditioned emotional responses.

Evaluate both of these classic studies in terms of reliability and validity.

This is a levels based question where candidates are required to give a balanced evaluation of the
reliability and validity of both Raine et al. (1997) and Watson and Rayner (1920). Candidates need to
show an awareness of competing arguments, for example why the two studies are and are not reliable,
which must be well-developed and logical as well as presenting a balanced conclusion.
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The 16-mark extended response question at the end of WPS02 requires the candidate to show knowledge
and understanding as well as evaluative skills. If there is a context the candidate must also demonstrate
A02 skill by applying their answer to details from the context. In this case the skills that the candidate
needed to demonstrate was knowledge and understanding and evaluative skills, with more emphasis
being on the evaluative skills. If the question included application, then the knowledge and understanding
have equal weighting.

The 16-mark question will also require candidates to use information from both biological psychology and
learning theories and development, with both having an equal emphasis. Some candidates focus on one of
the topic areas rather than both, so not answering half of the question.

Candidates often do not show their knowledge and understanding, which should be used to develop their
evaluative points, or they demonstrate a great deal of knowledge and understanding but fail to develop
their arguments. Candidates should practice using their knowledge and understanding to develop their
evaluative comments.



