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Option 1A Section A: Question 1a

Q1(a) Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the reaction of the
British Government to the Indian famine of 1876–78?
Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your own
knowledge of the historical context. Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page.
Level 1 example response

Examiner commentary
This answer suffers from a lack of attention to the content of the source. Only very
briefly does it attempt to engage with how the statement may throw light on the British
government’s reaction to the famine in India. There is nothing in the way of use of
relevant contextual knowledge to reward.
In terms of direct comment on the source’s value, the answer does note that Napier
had experience of India but attempts to evaluate are assertive and stereotypical,
stating simply that his reaction to the famine was coloured by being British rather than
Indian. The question requires candidates to consider how the source is useful; attempts
to consider limitations are not rewarded.

Level One Generic Level Description




Demonstrates surface level comprehension of the source material without analysis, selecting
some material relevant to the question, but in the form of direct quotations or paraphrases.
Some relevant contextual knowledge is included but presented as information rather than
applied to the source material.
Evaluation of the source material is assertive with little substantiation. The concept of value
may be addressed, but by making stereotypical judgements.

Option 1B Section A: Question 1a
Q1(a) Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the importance of
young people in the Cultural Revolution in 1966?
Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your own knowledge
of the historical context. Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page
Level 2 example response

Examiner commentary
This response demonstrates some understanding of the source content and draws
simple valid inferences from it in relation to the importance of young people in the
Cultural Revolution. For example, in the second paragraph, it identifies that young
people “took on” the bourgeoisie.
Contextual knowledge is added to information in the source to expand upon the role of
the Red Guards. This lacks a little in development with only limited use to affirm the
accuracy or value of the source content. In dealing with the source’s value, the answer
merely notes from the provenance that it originates from the Chinese Communist Party
and does not develop this any further in evaluating its use to the enquiry.
As a result, the answer was given a mid L2 mark.

Level Two Generic Level Description




Demonstrates some understanding of the source material and attempts analysis by selecting
and summarising information and making inferences relevant to the question.
Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material, but mainly to expand
or confirm matters of detail.
Evaluation of the source material is related to the specific enquiry and with some
substantiation for assertions of value. The concept of value is addressed mainly by noting
aspects of source provenance and some judgements may be based on questionable
assumptions.

Option 1C Section A: Question 1a
Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page
Level 3 example response

Examiner commentary
This answer demonstrates a good understanding of the source material and makes a
series of valid and developed inferences to demonstrate its use to the enquiry. In the
third paragraph for example, it notes that Lenin’s dismissal of the Constituent Assembly
was based on his assertion that it was a relic of the bourgeois system and incompatible
with the best interests of the working classes, utilising short but focused quotations and
contextual knowledge to support the inferences made.
Later in the answer, precise and detailed knowledge is also used to expand matters of
detail with regard to the real reasons for the dissolution. Throughout the answer, the
value of the source is explored, not only noting that this was the “official” Bolshevik view
but evaluating its utility to the enquiry in the context of Lenin’s desperation to hold on to
power. Criteria for judgement are established in the final paragraph. It was given full
marks.

Level Three Generic Level Description





Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows some analysis by selecting
key points relevant to question, explaining their meaning and selecting material to support
valid developed inferences.
Sufficient knowledge of the historical context is deployed to explain or support inferences, as
well as to expand or confirm matters of detail.
Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry and based on valid
criteria although justification is not fully substantiated. Explanation of value takes into
account relevant considerations such as the nature and purpose of the source material or the
position of the author.

Option 1C Section A: Question 1B
Q1(b) How much weight do you give to the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the impact of
Gorbachev’s reduction of traditional controls in the late 1980s?

Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page

Level 2 example response

Examiner commentary
This level two answer demonstrates some understanding of the source and attempts
analysis by making valid inferences, for example relating to the manner in which
Starkov’s paper highlights flaws in the implementation of Gorbachev’s reform
programme.
Some contextual knowledge is used, expanding and confirming matters of detail with
regard to the discontent that this programme caused within Russia and beyond. When
addressing the weight of the evidence of the source for the enquiry, the answer notes
that an American perspective on Russia’s internal affairs may impact on its veracity but
overall, its judgements are based on questionable assumptions, notably that, coming
from an outsider, the author will have a ‘better idea’ of the impact of Gorbachev’s
programme.
The comment in the final paragraph indicates uncertainty regarding the concept of
‘weight’. ‘Weight’ should relate to the candidates judgment of the reliance which can be
placed on the evidence; here, it is simply equated with a key aspect of the source
content.
Level Two Generic Level Description




Demonstrates some understanding of the source material and attempts analysis, by
selecting and summarising information and making inferences relevant to the question.
Contextual knowledge is added to information from the source material by mainly to
expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.
Evaluation of the source material is related to the specific enquiry but with limited support
for judgement. The concept of reliability is addressed mainly by noting aspects of source
provenance and some judgments may be based on questionable assumptions.

Option 1B Section A: Q1b
Q1b - How much weight do you give to the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry
into the reasons for the Japanese occupation of Manchuria in 1931?
Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page

Level 3 example response

Examiner commentary
This level three answer immediately recognises that, coming from the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the source hold only limited weight for an
enquiry into the reasons for the occupation of Manchuria in 1931.
It demonstrates understanding of the content of the source by making valid
inferences, for example that the Japanese claim to be merely reacting to
China’s threat in order to deflect the blame, and develops these with
contextual knowledge, using details of subsequent Japanese aggression to
question their motives.
Overall, the answer would have benefitted from a slightly closer attention to
the content of the source and a greater range of contextual knowledge but its
explanation of weight takes into account relevant considerations.
Valid criteria for judgement are identified - in the first line the candidates
notes that the source gives ‘insight into the decision-making process’ of the
Japanese – and overall, the conclusions have some justification.

Level Three Generic Level Description





Demonstrates understanding of the source material and shows some analysis by selecting
key points relevant to the question, explaining their meaning and selecting material to
support valid developed inferences.
Detailed knowledge of the historical context is deployed to explain or support inferences
as well as to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail.
Evaluation of the source material is related to the specified enquiry and explanation of
weight takes into account relevant considerations such as nature or purpose of the source
material or the position of the author. Judgements are based on valid criteria, with some
justification.

Option 1b Section A: Question 1b Link to sources booklet on IAL History web page
Level 4 example response

Examiner commentary
This level four response demonstrates not only understanding of the source and its
origins but attempts to interrogate the evidence, making a series of reasoned
inferences in the second and third paragraphs concerning Japan’s reasons for the
invasion of Manchuria and developing these fully.
Notably it examines the claim made by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs that “it
was necessary to attack them first” in the context of Japan’s desire to shift the blame
for the invasion on to China, perhaps to forestall international condemnation and
punishment. This exemplifies understanding of the need to interpret source material in
the context of the concerns of the society from which it is drawn.
Criteria for judgement are stated throughout starting in the first paragraph which
contains a series of considerations which may impact on the source’s utility, notably its
authorship and timing. There is some attempt to evaluate the weight the evidence of
the source will bear in relation to the enquiry in the conclusion though more attention
is given to its obvious partiality than say, its purpose in forestalling the condemnation
of the international community.

Level Four Generic Level Description






Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to make reasoned inferences and
to show a range of ways the material can be used, for example, distinguishing between
information and claim or opinion
Deploys well-selected knowledge of the historical context, but mainly to illuminate or
discuss the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source material.
Displays some understanding of the need to interpret source material in the context of the
values and concerns of the society from which it is drawn.
Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified and applied,
although some of the evaluation may not be fully substantiated. Evaluation takes into
account the weight the evidence will bear as part of coming to a judgement.

