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Common Errors in Section A and B 
 

Question 1 
 

Most candidates scored full marks on this question but if full marks were not 
scored, it tended to be questions (a) and (d) that caused confusion.  

(a) Some candidates confused continuellement in the audio with assez souvent 
in option A instead of the correct answer tout le temps in option B.  

(d) Some candidates did not recognise comme la majorité des jeunes at the 
beginning of the fourth paragraph with the correct answer in option A typique 
and either answered option D unique as in this example or very occasionally 
opted for C mixte. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 2 
 
Many candidates scored at least 3 out of 4 for this question.  

For some, question (d) was more challenging as they did not match la même 
attitude sérieuse in the last line of the audio with consciencieuse in option B. 
These candidates either opted for A inattendue or D amusante as in this 
example. 

 

 

A very few candidates also found question (b) challenging and failed to match le 
climat in option A with l’intense chaleur at the end of the second paragraph. 
These candidates heard confronté à d’autres cultures in the audio and opted for 
the distractor les differences culturelles in option B. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Question 3 
 
Many candidates performed well on this question but where there were errors, it 
tended to be commonly question (b) and on occasions also question (d). 
Candidates who did not gain full marks on this question, tended to opt for a 
word which was grammatically correct instead of the factually correct answer, 
as in this example. Here the candidate has recognised that payants is a 
grammatically correct answer but has unfortunately confused payants with 
gratuits as they have not understood payés par l’État in the audio. 

A few candidates confused the correct answer bien with its distractor peu for 
question (d). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 4 
 

This question is the last in section A listening and is the first verbal response 
question on the paper. As a result, it differentiates well between candidates. It is 
also the longest listening passage, consisting of 250 to 300 words and carries a 
total of 8 marks. There are no marks for quality or accuracy of language, but 
responses must make sense and communicate without ambiguity. 

 

Example 1 
 

4(a) Examiners were looking for à proximité des services locaux or près des 
magasins and many candidates answered this question successfully, but the 
candidate here has failed to understand the reason why Frédéric wanted to live 
in town. Some candidates identified the word for shops in the audio, but 
misspelled the word magasin as magazine, which changes the meaning and 
renders the answer incorrect. Misspellings which do not hinder communication 
are not penalised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4(b) There were three possible answers for this two-mark question. Most 
candidates mentioned the construction of new blocks of flats/buildings and the 
demolition of old buildings. Some mentioned the third option of not listening to 
residents. However, the candidate here failed to mention in both responses, that 
the council did not ban or stop the demolition of old buildings and allowed the 
construction of new buildings. This was a fairly common mistake as not all 
candidates noticed or understood the verbs empêche or interdise in the audio. 

 

 

4(c) Although not very well expressed, the candidate has given one correct 
answer to this two-mark question. The candidate has correctly identified a 
decrease in crime in the parks in Liège but was unable to say that the parks are 
well maintained. Some candidates scored 0 out of 2 for this question because 
they failed to spot the phrase nous avons de la chance car les nôtres ont 
échappé à ces problèmes and gave answers such as crime is high and they (the 
parks) are not well maintained. This demonstrates how important it is to listen to 
a paragraph in its entirety and not just home in on one or two sections in 
isolation. It is also important to listen out for negatives or phrases that indicate an 
opposite opinion as is the case in this question. 

 

 

 



4(d) This is an example of poor exam technique. Candidates should always 
attempt an answer even if they are unsure. Examiners do not expect unanswered 
questions at this level. 

 

 

4(e) The second element of this response is correct despite some grammatical 
inaccuracy. The first element is missing a negative as the candidate has failed 
once again to notice a negation, in this case bien sûr que non. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 2 
 

4(a) This candidate has given two separate answers to this one-mark question. 
The second element, magasines is incorrect because the response is 
ambiguous. If the candidate had spelt magasins correctly or in a way that it did 
not sound like magazine, the mark would have been awarded. Candidates 
should be discouraged from giving alternative answers. 

 

 

4(b) One mark was awarded for this two-mark question. The first element does 
not make sense due to the use of a pêche instead of empêche and it is also 
incorrect because the council did not stop the construction of new buildings. 
The second element was awarded a mark as it does communicate the correct 
answer despite the use of attendu instead of entendu. Many candidates found 
this question challenging because they failed to identify key words in the 
paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

 



4(c) There are a few grammatical inaccuracies (ses parcs, y à pas, entretenu and 
son municipalité)  but they do not hinder communication so both marks are 
awarded here. Some candidates failed to score on this question as they used 
negatives in their answers. 

 

 

4(d) Although this response is phrased differently to the one in the mark scheme, 
it is an acceptable alternative which renders the meaning of the original text so 
was awarded the mark. Many candidates answered this question successfully. 

 

 

4(e) Despite some inaccuracies and misspellings in these responses (ses 
voitures, a lieu, de les transports and l’environment), communication is 
maintained and the candidate has clearly understood the passage so both 
marks are awarded. Many candidates scored at least 1 out of 2 for this question. 

 



Question 5 
 
This question was the first question of section B reading and was generally very 
well answered by many candidates. By far the most frequent error on this 
question was question (e). Candidates who did not gain the mark on this 
question, tended to opt for B l’administration as they did not equate the work of 
a secretary with admin work.  

 

 

 

 

 



Question 6 
 
This is the first verbal response question in section B and always carries 5 marks. 
There are four questions in total so there is always one two-mark question. 

Many candidates performed well on this question. Where errors were made, they 
tended to be mainly question (b) but some candidates also found the second 
detail about médiatisée of question (a) challenging. 

 

Example 1 
 

6(a) Most candidates correctly identified expérience unique but like this 
candidate, there were some issues with the correct use of médiatisée. Here the 
candidate has added plus, which is incorrect. Some candidates wrote car 
Madagascar est une destination médiatisée or très médiatisée. Here the use of 
a negative such as ne…pas or peu was required to gain the mark. Some 
candidates used touristique instead of médiatisée, which was also good for one 
mark. Here, the incorrect use of the infinitive offrir instead of the past participle, 
does not hinder communication so the mark was awarded. 



 

 
6(b) The response est une beauté naturelle si extraordinaire does not answer the 
question quel est le point commun entre … so the mark was not awarded. This 
type of response was quite common because not all candidates read the 
question carefully. An element of surprise, not expecting or not anticipating 
how beautiful Madagascar is was required here for a successful answer. 

 

 

 

6(c) Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

 

6(d) Many candidates answered this question correctly. Those who did not, 
failed to use a negative in their answer as they did not notice ce n’est presque 
jamais comme ça à Madagascar in the penultimate line of the text. 

 



Example 2 
 

6(a) This candidate was awarded 1 out of 2 marks here for the second element, 
which was correct. The first element is not correct and has been lifted verbatim 
from the text without any manipulation. The candidate did not consider il n’était 
pas question que je continue ainsi in line 2. Candidates should be reminded that 
answers in section B can very rarely be lifted directly from the text without any 
form of manipulation. 

 
 

 

6(b) This response is ambiguous and fails to communicate accurately so no mark 
was awarded. 

 
 

 

6(c) Most candidates answered this question correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 



6(d) This candidate has given two responses to this one-mark question but 
luckily, both elements are correct, so the mark was awarded. Listing, a technique 
where candidates give alternative answers to a question, should be 
discouraged. In many instances, candidates supply at least one inaccurate 
element so lose the mark even if there is a correct detail in their response. 
Candidates should only offer two answers to a question which requires two 
separate responses. A two-mark question is always followed by the phrase in 
bold donnez deux détails.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 7 
 

This question always carries 10 marks. This text is the longest on the paper (at 
least 325 words) and there are several two-mark questions. Answers cannot be 
lifted directly from the text without some form of manipulation. Like all the verbal 
response questions on this paper, only short written answers are required and 
the quality of the language is not assessed. 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 1 

7(a) Many candidates answered this question successfully.  

 

 

7(b) Again, many candidates answered this question correctly. For the second 
detail for this question, some candidates however, incorrectly answered elle n’a 
jamais osé aider sa mère, which is at the end of the first paragraph and does not 
answer this question.  

 

 

7(c) A rather wordy response but the candidate has answered the question 
correctly. Many candidates answered this question successfully. 

 

 

7(d) This question proved more challenging and many, like this candidate, scored 
one mark out of two. Here, the candidate has been awarded a mark for the 
second response, which has been correctly identified. The first response, 
however, is an untargeted lift from the text so was not awarded the mark. The 
fact that the answer does not fit in the space provided should have alerted the 
candidate to the fact that their response was incorrect. 



 

 

7(e) Many candidates did not check whether their responses conveyed an 
attitude. This candidate has successfully identified the second detail correctly 
but has failed to formulate a response that conveys an attitude for the first 
element. This type of error was quite common for this question.  

 

 

7(f) Just like the previous question (e), many candidates were only awarded one 
out of two marks here. In this example, the second element does not answer the 
question and it also does not make sense. Communication has broken down 
because there are just too many grammatical errors. 

 

 



Example 2 

7(a) The candidate has failed to mention the cooking element in their response 
so has not been awarded the mark. 

 

 

7(b) The first response elle a pris du retard lacks sufficient detail and is therefore 
not credited. The second response is successful. This candidate has, however, 
not identified the idea of not having learnt to cook as a young girl, which was the 
second element of this two-mark question. 

 

 

7(c) The candidate has failed to identify the idea of getting advice from her 
mother, so the mark was not awarded. Many candidates answered this question 
successfully. 

 

 

 

 

 



7(d) Despite incorrect spellings in the second response, the French does 
communicate a correct answer so was awarded a mark. The first response, 
however, is not correct because ingredients are available in Paris but they are 
hard to find, lines 16 to 17 si je pouvais en trouver facilement ici à Paris. 

 

 

7(e) and (f) Both these questions have been answered successfully so were 
awarded full marks. 

 

 

 

 



Question 8 
 

 
 
This question requires accurate written responses throughout, so it is not 
surprising that many candidates find this question challenging. Most candidates 
had some degree of success and were able to score some marks. Very few 
candidates failed to score at all on this question. 

8(a) Many candidates identified the need for the imperfect tense here, but not all 
gave the third person plural -aient ending. 

8(b) Many candidates answered this question successfully. 

8(c) This answer proved challenging to many candidates. Not all recognised the 
need for a present participle (en was the trigger here) and of those who did, not 
all included the additional letter e because of the letter g in the stem of the verb 
manger. There was a clue in the text in line 4 with the use of the verb décourager 
in the imperfect tense, which also requires the additional letter e to soften the g 
sound: décourageaient. 

8(d) There was a very mixed response to this question as not all candidates 
recognised the need for an infinitive after the article de. Many conjugated 
versions of the verb faire were given but fait was the most common. 

8(e) Many candidates answered this successfully, but some did not recognise 
that visite is a feminine noun (despite the use of toutes) so answered with the 
masculine plural familiaux. A few candidates identified correctly the gender of 
visites but were influenced by the spelling of the noun famille and wrote the 
incorrect version of the adjective as familliales. 



8(f) Many candidates found this question very challenging as not all candidates 
recognised the si clause here and the need for the conditional tense (si + 
imperfect + conditional). 

8(g) Many candidates recognised that no transformation was required here. 

8(h) Questions requiring the use of the subjunctive, are always challenging. 
Some candidates recognised the need for the subjunctive here (il faudra que, 
which is the future of falloir) but failed to add the correct plural ending. 

8(i) Many candidates recognised the need for a feminine singular ending here. 

8( j) Rather surprisingly, this question proved challenging to many candidates. 
Either they did not recognise the need for the perfect tense or they omitted the 
accent on the past participle a lance or forgot to include the auxiliary verb lancé. 
Some spelt the auxiliary with a grave accent à lancé. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 1 

This candidate scored 45/90 overall and 1/10 for question 8, which was a typical 
mark for a candidate at this level. 

 

8(a) The candidate failed to consider il y a 20 ans when answering this question. 

8(f) The candidate recognised the use of a si clause but chose the wrong 
sequence of tenses (si + present + future). 

8(g) Here, the candidate used the noun instead of the adjective. 

8(h) It is not surprising that a candidate at this grade level did not recognise the 
need for a subjunctive here. 

8(i) The candidate failed to recognise the clues to the gender of une 
alimentation. 

9( j) The candidate failed to notice l’année dernière and used the present tense 
instead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 2 

This candidate scored 62/90 overall, which places them in the middle of the 
grade C band. With a score of 6/10, this performance is stronger than one might 
expect from a candidate at this grade level. 

 

The candidate did not recognise the need for a present participle in 8(c) and did 
not pick up on the clues in 8(e) as to the correct gender of the noun visites. 
Unsurprisingly, the subjunctive was not used in 8(h) but there was a more basic 
error in 8( j) as the candidate failed to use a past participle as one might have 
reasonably expected from a candidate at this level. However, they were 
successful at more challenging questions such as 8(a) and 8(f). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Question 9 
 
Candidates are asked to write a 240 to 280-word essay in response to a short 
stimulus that relates to one of the general topic areas. This summer the stimulus 
was on the topic of jobs and unemployment from the GTA of education and 
employment. 
 
In terms of AO2 (content), it is important that candidates address all four bullet 
points. However, these can be answered in any order, and it is up to the 
candidate to decide how much they write for each one. There is no requirement 
that there has to be an equal amount of material for each bullet point. Examiners 
accept even the most fleeting reference, though some development is 
preferable for each bullet point. Successful candidates tend to give an even 
response across all four bullet points. 
 

 

 

 

 



Example 1 

 

 



 

 

 

This essay was awarded 16/20 for Content and communication and 14/20 for the 
Quality of language, so a total mark of 30/40. This candidate scored 51 marks 
overall. An E grade was 48 marks so this candidate performed surprisingly very 
well in this question, much better in fact that one might expect for a candidate at 
this grade level. This candidate, however, performed poorly in section A and 
received low marks in the more challenging reading questions 7 and 8. 
 
This example clearly demonstrates that all candidates can perform well in the 
essay question and that performance in the other sections of the paper need 
not impact negatively on the performance in this question. It is equally true that 
some candidates performed very well in sections A and B but failed to gain high 
marks in writing. 
 
When assessing the essay for AO2, examiners begin by considering the top 
band of the mark scheme for Content and Communication, checking whether 
the descriptors apply to the piece of work. Candidates are highly unlikely to 
demonstrate excellent ability to ‘express ideas in a logical sequence’ if they 
have not covered all four bullet points in the task. 
 
This candidate has addressed all four bullet points logically and in detail. They 
have started a new paragraph for each bullet point. This makes the piece of 
witing more coherent and helps the candidate check that they have addressed 
all four bullet points in turn. The candidate has also addressed the bullet points in 
the order they appear, which is also good practice.  
 



In this case, the candidate has also included a fifth paragraph, which acts as a 
conclusion, referring neatly back to the stimulus text. Although this is strictly not 
required, many successful candidates use this technique. However, candidates 
must ensure that they keep an eye on the word count and avoid writing 
excessively long responses. Candidates should aim to keep within the 
recommended word count of between 240 and 280 words. In practice, 
candidates who write more than the recommended word count make more 
unforced errors, tend to waffle and repeat themselves and as a consequence, 
run out of time, so they are unable to proofread their work effectively.  
 
This candidate has been awarded a mark at the top of the 13-16 band. Ideas and 
opinions are very well expressed and laid out logically. The candidate tackles 
each bullet point well and gives more or less equal weighting to each bullet 
point. The work is mostly coherent with a good amount of detail and analysis but 
overall, just falls short of the quality needed for top band. 
 
For AO3 (Quality of language), this piece of work was also awarded a mark in the 
13-16 band but at the lower end of the scale. It is better than just satisfactory so 
the examiner was not tempted by the 9-12 band. The quality of the French is 
good but there are some major errors (for example: je ne pense pas que est, les 
lieux de travail veulent moi travailler, les inteligence artificiel est utilise …) and 
frequent inaccuracies and minor errors (for example: les jœurs de foot, tout la 
information, beacoup, il y a moins poste …). There are some lapses but there are 
equally many examples of the correct use of tenses and lexis and attempts at 
complex grammatical structures are often successful. The quality of the French 
used here fits this band but due to the frequency of errors and the nature of 
some of these errors, a mark at the lower end of the band was awarded. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This candidate scored a mark of 45 overall, just missing out on a grade E by three 
marks. This essay was awarded 10/20 for both AO3 and AO2. 
 
This essay covers all four bullet points and includes a fifth paragraph in the form 
of a conclusion, like the example above. However, despite the logical structure 
of the work, the essay is less successful due to the quality of the French. There 
are many lapses in communication, which affect marks at both AO2 and AO3. 
 
When considering AO2, the examiner disregarded the top two bands outright. 
However, the 9-12 band reflects this piece of work well as it shows a ‘moderate 
ability to express ideas’ and there is ‘some evidence of ideas following a logical 
sequence.’ The piece is also ‘sometimes coherent’ but the statement of ‘the 
overall purpose is clear’ is not fully realised so a mark towards the bottom of the 
band was awarded. The 5-8 band below, which states, ‘some basic ability’ and 
‘occasionally coherent’ does not fit the description of the overall content of this 
essay, so this too was discarded. 
 
There is a reasonable spread of vocabulary in this essay and it is used 
appropriately on occasions. There are many errors throughout this piece of work 
including L1 interference (for example, the use of con and fisioterapia) but there 
are also examples of generally sound manipulation of basic language. There are 
attempts at some more complex structures, but they are often unsuccessful (for 
example: ne tant petit, que pour pourrait permetre fair un risque, je olvide de 
active …). There are frequent examples of minor errors and inaccuracies that 
cause some delays in communication. Again, this pattern fits the lower end of 
the 9-12 band so a mark of 10 was awarded for AO3. 
 



Example 3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This candidate was awarded 74 marks overall, which is three marks above the 
grade A boundary. This essay was awarded 19/20 for AO2 and 18/20 for AO3, a 
total of 37/40, which is a very high mark for question 9.   
 
There is a very logical and clear structure to this essay. Each bullet point is 
tackled separately and in order and the candidate has managed to keep the 
word count within the recommended boundary, demonstrating that a high mark 
can be achieved without recourse to excessive writing.  

There is also a brief plan to this essay, which is very good practice. Writing a plan 
helps candidate to focus on each bullet point. This gives the candidate time to 
think, select, structure and formulate their ideas and thoughts. The candidate 
can also think about the vocabulary and structures needed, freeing up time to 
focus on how they are going to express their ideas and formulate their opinions. 

When considering Content and Communication, this piece of work fits perfectly 
the descriptor of the 17-20 band. There is an ‘excellent ability to express ideas in 
a logical sequence’ and ‘errors do not interfere with comprehension.’ The work is 
‘entirely coherent’ and is ‘confident, fluent, pertinent and purposeful.’ The 
candidate has given an almost perfect answer in terms of AO2. Their comments 
are very well considered and clearly expressed and worthy of a mark of 19. 
 
For AO3, this piece of work fits the descriptors of the 17-20 band. There is a wide 
range of vocabulary and structures used, mainly successfully and overall, there 
are few errors or lapses in communication. There are some errors (such as ils 



m’ont dit l’importance de savoir les langues, dans mon prèmier expérience, j’ai 
habité une année, m’ai permetté …) but they are generally not major in nature and 
effective communication is maintained. There are several instances of more 
complex structures used accurately (for example, j’ai aussi commencé à 
pratiquer, ils m’ont aidé, j’ai décidé de continuer à travailler …). Overall, 
communication is clear and the candidate has demonstrated a high level of 
control. There are some errors including a couple that could have been avoided 
so a mark in the middle of the 17-20 band was awarded for Quality of Language. 
 
Taking both Assessment Objectives into consideration, this is a good example 
of a highly successful response to this question. 
 


