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Introduction  
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for Unit 4, Investigating 

Language , has been produced to support teachers delivering and students studying the 
International Advanced Level English Language specification.  

 
This unit provides oppor tunity for the development of research skills to one topic area from a 
choice of:  

 
¶ Global English  

¶ Child Language Development  

¶ Language and Power  

¶ Language and Technology  

A sub - topic for each of the specified topics is pre - released before the examination to provide 
a focus for studentsô research and prepare them for external assessment. In June 2017, these 

sub - topics were:  
 
¶ Subtopic: Australian English  

¶ Subtopic: Child directed speech  

¶ Subtopic: Language of charities  

¶ Subtopic: Language of online gaming  

In the 2 -hour examination, students answer one question from Section A and one question 
from Section B (both responses must be on the same topic).  

 
Question 1 is based on unseen data provided in the Source Booklet and linked to the subtopic 

identified in the pre - release material (see above).  
 
Question 2 involves the production of an extended response to an evaluative question on the 

subtopic they have researched.  
 

The scripts selected exemplify performance for this component of the examination.  
 
This doc ument should be used alongside other IAL English Language teaching and learning 

materials available on the IAL English Language web page here . 
 

 
Link to May/June 2017 Mark scheme is on the IAL English Language web page here  
 

 
 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/english-language-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMark-scheme
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Script 1  

Question 1 ï Global language (Australian )  
Level 5: 18 Marks  

 

Examiner comments  
 
Script 1 is an example of a secure level 5 response analysing the features of 
Australian English.  

 
The response opens with a discussion of the colonial settlement of Australia and 

how this impacted in the evolution of the various dialects and accents. The 

contextu al discussion acts as a springboard into the transcript analysis.  
 

The candidate explores the key language framework components: phonology, 
grammar, register and use of colloquial language in keeping with a óyoung woman 

in her twenties from Brisbaneô and applies these with confidence and in good range . 
 

Reference is made to how her language is influenced by óAmerican and British 
wordsô and how close discussion is made to her use of ódiphthongs and 

monophthongs in long vowelsô when pronouncing various words.  
 

Secure and appropriate selection of evidence is drawn from the transcript to 
support the critical evaluation of language and the construction of meaning 

presented.    
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