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Session Agenda

● 08:00-08:05     Introduction and aims and objectives

● 08:05-08:10     Overview of qualification and assessment objectives

● 08:10-08:55     Unit 1

● 08:55-09:40     Unit 2

● 09:40-09:45      Review of session

● 09:45-09:55      Pearson support and additional information

● 09:55-10:00      Time for questions

● 10:00                 Session close
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Aims and Objectives

● Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification.

● Understand the question types for the qualification

● Understand the mark schemes for the qualification

● Practice using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

● Learn about the support provided by Pearson around assessment and 

exemplars



4© Pearson Education 2020

International A Level Arabic 
Subject Features

Reviewed and 
updated in light of 

GCE A level changes
Arabic content in 2 

units
Fully modular 

examinations twice a 
year

Transferable Skills 
embedded

AS contributes to A 
level

Twitter: 
@PearsonMFLquals

Flexible structure 
with exams in 

January and June
100% external 
assessment

Increased 
international focus

https://twitter.com/pearsonmflquals?lang=en
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Specification at a glance

● International AS: Unit 1 Understanding and Written Response
● 2hrs 30 mins, 80 marks

• Section A: Reading 

• Section B: Grammar 

• Section C: Essay 

● International A Level: Unit 2  Writing and Research
● 3 hours, 80 marks

• Section A: Translation

• Section B: Creative/Discursive Essay 

• Section C: Research-based Essay 
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Understand the Assessment 
Objectives (AO) for the qualification

Unit 1 

International AS candidate responses are assessed using two assessment 
objectives (see pages 15-16 in the specification). 

● A01 (Content and Communication) 
● A02 (Quality of Language)

Section C of the International AS qualification, the essays, are assessed with 
both A01 and A02.  
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Understand the Assessment 
Objectives (AO) for the qualification

Unit 2

International A Level candidates are also assessed using A01 and A02, 
(see pages 21-24 in the specification), however in section C of the 
International A Level an additional assessment objective, A03,  is required 
(see pages 25-26 in the specification) 

● A01 (Content and Communication) 
● A02 (Quality of Language / Organisation and development / 

Manipulation of language: translation into Arabic)
● A03 (Critical analysis) 
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Unit 1: (Paper 1)
Understanding and Written 
Response (WAA01/01)

A01 and A02 are 
used to assess 
the 240-280 word 
essay in Arabic in 
response to a 
short Arabic 
language stimulus 
& bullet points. 
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Unit 1: Section C
When assessing the response, 
start at the mid level of the 
Assessment Objective criteria 
tables A01 and A02. 

For section C (essay) total of 30 
marks, A01 (Content and 
communication) start at a mid 
level of 7-9 marks, then check for 
ability to logically express ideas 
understandable to a native Arabic 
reader and clarity of the topic. 

Frequent errors and incoherence 
will reduce the A01 marking level, 

Fewer errors and higher 
coherence will increase the A01 
marking level. 
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Unit 1: Section C
When assessing the response, 
start at the mid level of the 
Assessment Objective criteria 
tables A01 and A02. 

For section C (essay), A02 
(Quality of language) start at a 
mid level of 7-9 marks, then 
check for range of vocabulary 
and grammar structures used. 

Frequent errors in vocabulary 
and grammar will reduce the A02 
marking level, 

Fewer errors in vocabulary and 
grammar will increase the A02 
marking level. 

A01 A02

0 0

1-3 1-3

4-6 4-6

7-9 7-9

10-12 10-12

13-15 13-15

A01 Score A02 Score

Total Score

To score a response add your 
marks for A01 and A02 e.g. 
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Unit 1: Section C  - Activity 1 ● Using the 
Assessment 
Objective criteria 
tables A01 and 
A02 on pages 15 
and 16 of the 
specification or 
the third page of 
activity 2 in the 
delegate booklet. 

● Remember to 
start at the mid 
level for A01 and 
A02

Activity 1: Assess the response in your delegate booklet pages 4-6.

As you assess the content and 
communication (A01) and Quality of 

language (A02), go to the third page of 
activity 1 and write down your 

reasons for each – why did you 
choose that score?  
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Unit 1: Section C - Activity 1
Activity 1: Assess the response in your delegate booklet pages 4-6

As you assess the content and 
communication (A01) and Quality of 

language (A02), go to the third page of 
activity 1 and write down your 

reasons for each – why did you 
choose that score?  

This is a very good essay response. 

The essay is a full answer in 
response to the question, covering
all points. 

A very good structured essay with a 
good introduction and well 
organized, language quality is also 
excellent. 

This makes it easy to read and 
follow.

A01 14/15
A02 15/15
Final score of 29/30.
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Unit 1: Section A - Activity 2
Activity 2, mark the example response and the extract from the mark 
scheme provided in the delegate booklet pages 7-9. 

Question Score  
4 (a)  /2 
4 (b)  /2 
4 (c)  /2 
4 (d)   /2 
4 (e)   /2 

Total score   /10 
 



14© Pearson Education 2020

Unit 1: Section A - Activity 2
Activity 2, mark the example response and the extract from the mark 
scheme provided in the delegate booklet pages 7-9.   

Question Score  
4 (a)  /2 
4 (b)  /2 
4 (c)  /2 
4 (d)   /2 
4 (e)   /2 

Total score   /10 
 

Question Score  
4 (a) 2 /2 
4 (b) 2 /2 
4 (c) 2 /2 
4 (d)  2 /2 
4 (e)  2 /2 

Total score  10 /10 
 

This is a very 
good response.

The candidate 
has answered
all questions 
correctly and 
given the exact 
answer for each
question. 

Though no full 
sentences were 
written, the
meaning was 
clear. 

This response 
got the full mark 
of 10/10
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Unit 1: Section B - Activity 3 part 1 
● Question 5 requires the candidate to manipulate given 

sentences and reform the sentence around a given word 
with the correct grammatical form. 

In this extract the 
candidate has managed 
to use the words given, 
manipulate all the 
sentences correctly and 
maintain the meaning. 
They scored full marks.

Advice for assessing Q5

Candidates had to use 
the word given between 
brackets to rewrite the 
sentence in a correct 
grammatical form without 
changing the meaning of 
the sentence.

Unfortunately revealed 
that many candidates, if 
not most, had problems 
with grammar and how to 
re-word the sentence 
without losing its original 
meaning. 

e.g. In 5a, errors occur 
when they did not write a 
sentence in the correct 
grammatical form even if 
using the word.
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Activity 3, mark the example response and the extract from the mark scheme 
provided for Question 6, vocalisation skills, on delegate booklet pages 10-11. 

Candidates 
need to be
advised on how 
to put the 
“haraka” on the 
right place on 
the letter and not 
to forget to 
vocalise the
“alif” too. 

This is an 
excellent 
example. 

This candidate 
has a good
command of the 
Arabic grammar, 
knows how to 
apply the
vowels correctly 
on all letters. A 
full mark pf 5/5 is 
awarded.

Unit 1: Section B - Activity 3 part 2 
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Unit 2: Paper 2
Writing and Research 
(WAA02/01)
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Unit 2:  (Paper 2)
Writing and Research (WAA02/01)

Manipulation of 
language: 
translation into 
Arabic (A02) 

Content and 
communication 
(AO1); Quality of 
language (AO2)

Content and 
communication 
(AO1); Quality of 
language (AO2); 
Critical analysis 
(AO3), 
Organisation and 
development (AO2) 
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Unit 2: Section A   
When assessing the response, 
start at the mid level of the 
Assessment Objective criteria 
table. 

For section A (translation), start 
at 5-6 marks, then check for use 
of correct vocabulary and 
grammar – frequent errors will 
reduce the A02 marking level, 
fewer errors will increase the A02 
marking level. 

Activity 4
If a response is a mixture of levels, e.g. 7-8 marks for good use of correct 
vocabulary and grammar, but 5-6 marks for some lapses in structure. 

Do you award a mark from the 7-8 or 5-6 level?  
You award the response a mark of 7 (the lower mark of the higher of the two levels). 

?

Page 12 in the delegate booklet
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Unit 2: Section A- Activity 5
Example 1

Total score =     /20

Example 2

Total score =      /20

Go to pages 13-17 in the delegate booklet. 

Remember you use the Section A A02 grid twice, for the first half of the 
translation piece and for the second half, up to 10 marks for each half.

Add your marks for the first and second half of the translation to give the total 
score of marks for section A. 

6

20
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Unit 2:     Section B Creative/Discursive essay

Students will write a 240-280 word essay, in Arabic, in response to a short Arabic-language 
stimulus. 

They will be able to select how they respond to the stimulus – either discursively with a 
critical essay, or creatively through a short fictional or artistic piece.

The assessment rewards students for communicating (A01) relevant information effectively 
as well as for the quality of the Arabic language produced (A02). 

A total of 30 marks are available. 
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Unit 2:Activity 6 
Section B Creative/Discursive essay

Go to pages 18 – 23 in the delegate booklet. 

Students should choose either a or b and must indicate this clearly.

The two examples we will look at chose 2 (b) 
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Unit 2:Activity 6 
Section B Creative/Discursive essay

Students should choose either a or b and must indicate this clearly.

The two examples we will look at chose 2 (b) 

Example 1   A01 score =     /15  A02 Score =     /15  Total score =     /30
Example 2   A01 score =     /15  A02 Score =     /15  Total score =     /30

13 13 26
11 6 17
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Section C: Set topics, texts and films
● In addition to the general topic areas covered in unit 1, there are additional 

set topics which candidates can cover:

• Arabic scientists

• Arabic art and architecture

• Comedy in Arabic film

• Tragedy in Arabic film

• Poetry

• Literature
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Section C: Activity 7
Unit 2 Section C (Set topics, texts and films essay) 

Example 1 Q6a

A01 =      /10
A02 =      /5
A03 =      /15

Total score =    /30

Example 2 Q8a

A01 =      /10
A02 =      /5
A03 =      /15

Total score =    /30

Assess the two examples using the mark scheme extract provided and the 
description summary for each using pages 24 – 34 in the delegate booklet (with 
a total score of up to 30 marks, 10 marks for A01 and 5 marks for A02 and 15 
marks for A03.
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Section C: Activity 7
Unit 2 Section C (Set topics, texts and films essay) 

Example 1 Q6a

A01 =      /10
A02 =      /5
A03 =      /15

Total score =    /30

Example 2 Q8a

A01 =      /10
A02 =      /5
A03 =      /15

Total score =    /30

Assess the two examples using the mark scheme extract provided and the 
description summary for each (with a total score of up to 30 marks, 10 marks for 
A01 and 5 marks for A02 and 15 marks for A03.

6
3
8

17

10
4

14

28
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Training Review
You have now completed 7 training activities in module 2 which have 
enabled you to: 

1. Understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification. 


2. Understand the question types for the qualification 

3. Understand the mark schemes for the qualification 

4. Practice using the mark schemes using exemplar student 
work 

In the final part of the training module you will learn about the support 
provided by Pearson around assessment and exemplars. 
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Support Overview

28

Topic booklets &  
Subject guides

Getting ready to Teach 
Events

Regional Support 
ManagerSubject Advisor

Lesson plans

Results Plus

Getting Started Guide & 
Scheme of Work

Subject interpretation of 
transferable skills

Exemplar Marked 
Responses

Curriculum 
Matched Publishing

Sample 
Assessment 

Materials (SAMs)
Exam Wizard

Free 
Support

Additional 
support for 
selected 
subjects
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• Free online results analysis tool for teachers.

• Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in Pearson Edexcel 
exams.

• Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit from further learning 
and inform teaching strategies and approaches.

• Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson Edexcel schools in 
your country.

• Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed into the system to 
produce analysis.

• Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson Edexcel school.

• ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final grades and 
performance breakdown, wherever they are.

• Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few quick and easy 
steps: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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• A free tool for teachers which helps you make quick homework assignments, 
topic tests and mock exams.

• Questions tagged against unit, topic and assessment objective or simply choose 
a whole past paper.​

• Use existing mark schemes for accurate marking.​

• Use examiner report for insight.​

• Most recent exam content available sooner.

• Use the results to understand where students need more support, informing 
teaching strategies.
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New Access to Script (ATS)​ Online Portal
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which allows teachers 
to immediately access electronically marked exam papers

● Provides enhanced transparency and
● Offers transparent approach to marking process
● Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
● Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing

other cohorts for examinations by helping you
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

● Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for a 
defined window, you can view and download scripts which have been 
marked online free of charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows, visit our 
post-results pages.



Your Subject Advisor
Alistair Drewery

Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

Email or live chat

You can sign up for Alistair’s

e-updates by completing this

online form

We also have an online community especially for language 

teachers.

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGdXSAU/languages
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Other useful links

1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for 
all UK and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which 
is available for download with other documents.​
2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates 
sitting Pearson Edexcel examinations.​
3.Progress to University
Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress 
to universities worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.​
4. Access to scripts
Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to 
scripts portal.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx
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Pearson International​ Schools 
Community

Connect with international teachers ​around the world

• Connect with other teachers working in international 
schools and join groups who have shared interests, 
subjects or location ​

• Read  topical news and articles and share yours​
• Advertise jobs at your school or find job opportunities​
• Download free resources​
• Sign up for events.​

Sign up today at:​
pearson.com/internationalschools/blog.

https://neo.pearson.com/external-link.jspa?url=http://www.pearson.com/internationalschools/blog
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Please fill in 
your evaluation forms

We value your feedback!



1
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