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We have been continuing to gather feedback from teachers, parents 
and students about our International Advanced Level Science 
qualifications. Building on this and our analysis of students’ 
performance in the exams, we have been taking steps to refine our 
papers to improve the exam experience for all students.

In IAL Physics, our improvements have focused on these key 
principles for January 2023:

• continuing to use clear, concise language and layout to help all students 
access the questions

• ensuring students understand which area of specification content is 
being assessed in some of our longer context questions

• reviewing the contexts we use in questions so that these better represent 
the students taking our qualifications

• where appropriate, dividing our questions into parts, so that it will be 
clearer where marks will be achieved, and some questions can be 
attempted in smaller parts

No changes have been made to the specification content we are assessing.

The following exemplars show how we will continue to improve accessibility in our Physics 
assessments in January 2023.



We have now added a sentence within some longer context questions, outlining the Physics content to be 
considered when answering the question. This will ensure students understand which area of specification 
content is being assessed.

IAL Physics Exemplars January 2023

These questions are extracts from longer, Section B questions. 
The highlighted sentences are examples of how we will outline 
the Physics content to be considered or referred to, when 
answering the question. They will be added, where 
appropriate, within our longer, context questions.



Where appropriate, our Physics exam papers will include questions divided into parts. It will be clearer where 
marks can be achieved, and some questions can be attempted in smaller pieces.

IAL Physics Exemplars January 2023

By adding the part (a) to this question, it gives students 
help to start the calculation and gain two marks. This 
answer can then be used in part (b) to continue the 
calculation. Appropriate credit will always be given within 
part (b) if the answer used from part (a) was incorrect



Our work does not stop here – we are committed to making our International Advanced Level 
Science qualifications the best they can be.

We are reviewing our papers across the full International Advanced Level Science suite of 
qualifications and undertaking a full assessment design analysis.

For May/June 2023, our improvements will focus on these key areas in
IAL Physics:

• reviewing the range of question types asked and the number of marks 
allocated to these question types

• reviewing the range of skills students are being asked to demonstrate 
across the qualification

• ensuring the consistency across the suite of Science qualifications, where 
appropriate

Our improvements will not include changes to the specification content 
we will assess.

We will provide exemplars of any improvements in advance of the May/June 2023 exams and 
write to you again by the end of 2022.

We will ensure you are informed every step of the way, showing you what these 
improvements will look like and where you can find free support.



Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Training
Our assessment writers and examining teams are taking part in our new Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion training program to ensure our assessments are representative and accessible to all 
students taking our qualifications.

In 2021, Pearson developed the Global Content & Editorial Policy (GCEP) and Diversity 
Guidance Sets as resources to support anyone producing or reviewing content in Pearson.

Training on the DE&I concepts and how to use these resources is being rolled out to 
Assessment Associates across the General Qualification division through interactive 
workshops and focussed sessions which allow for subject-specific discussion and support.

Additionally, the production of diverse and 
inclusive content for our markets across the 
world is further supported by guidance on global 
cultural sensitives.



We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank everyone who has offered 

feedback and been a vital part in 

helping us make these 

improvements.

If you have any further questions or 
feedback on these improvements, 

please get in touch:

support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus

Thank you


