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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for IAL Law, Paper 1 Underlying Principles of 

Law and the English Legal System (Q5), has been produced to support teachers delivering and students 

studying the International Advanced Level Law qualification.  

 

This pack includes exemplar scripts, examiner commentaries and mark scheme for ease as reference.   

 

The scripts selected exemplify performances for this paper of the June 2017 examination series.  

 

This document should be used alongside other IAL Law teaching and learning materials available on the 

Pearson website. 

 

 

Link to May/June 2017 IAL Law examination Mark scheme is here on the IAL Law webpage.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/law-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/law-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Exemplar scripts  

Question: 5. Evaluate the use and effectiveness of lay people in the English 

Legal System. (20) 
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Question 5 

This question was marked using a levels-of-response based mark scheme. The 

candidates’ answers were assessed in their entirety and allocated a level based on 

where this best fitted the level descriptions. This is the question candidates need to 

spend some time on, due to the fact that there are no subsections to the question and 

therefore the total question marks of 20 are based around a single answer. 

The command word in this question was ‘Evaluate’, which was looking for an 

extended answer. Candidates were expected to identify the lay people used in the 

English Legal system and then analyse their effectiveness by reviewing their 

information and drawing on their evidence. They were expected to use their 

understanding to justify an argument and a conclusion.  

Candidates needed to firstly consider who lay people are. Candidates then needed to 

consider their effectiveness.  

For a level 1 (1-4 marks) answer candidates demonstrated isolated elements of 

knowledge relating to lay people 

For a level 2 (5-8 marks) answer candidates demonstrated some understanding and 

began to apply their knowledge appropriately to the question. 

For a level 3 (9-14 marks) answer candidates demonstrated accurate understanding of 

the question supported by relevant authorities such as statistics or cases. 

For a level 4 (15-20 marks) answer candidates demonstrated thorough and accurate 

understanding exemplified with appropriate, well explained and applied authorities to 

reach a justified conclusion as to whether lay people are effective or not.  
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Script 22 
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Examiner Comment – Q5 – script 22 

This scored 13 marks. It was a good answer, but not top band. It explained and 

identified a wide range of lay people and their roles However, the candidate could 

have been more evaluative, particularly about magistrates and juries and used 

some authorities to justify the conclusion. 
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Script 23  
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Examiner Comment – Q5 – script 23 

This scored 20 marks. It was an excellent answer, and top band. It explained and 

evaluated a wide range of lay people and their roles to justify the conclusion. 

 


