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Introduction

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for IAL Law, Paper 1 Underlying Principles of
Law and the English Legal System (Q5), has been produced to support teachers delivering and students
studying the International Advanced Level Law qualification.

This pack includes exemplar scripts, examiner commentaries and mark scheme for ease as reference.

The scripts selected exemplify performances for this paper of the June 2017 examination series.

This document should be used alongside other IAL Law teaching and learning materials available on the
Pearson website.

Link to May/June 2017 IAL Law examination Mark scheme is here on the IAL Law webpage.
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Exemplar scripts

Question: 5. Evaluate the use and effectiveness of lay people in the English
Legal System. (20)

Question Indicative content Mark:
number
5 (2 AO1), (2 AO2), (8 AO3), (8 AO4) ' (20)

Responses are likely to include:

Explanation of requirements for jury selection, and their role
could include:

e age, electoral role, numbers, exceptions/ exemptions,
courts in which used

e listen to evidence, cross examination and summing up by
prosecution and defence

e listen to judge’s summing up of evidence and legal
directions

e role — to decide on facts and give verdict
e secret discussion, unanimous & majority verdicts
e public announcement of verdict
Discussion of disadvantages of use of jurors could include:
e return of perverse verdicts
e compulsory, so reluctant to be there
e influence / pressure from outside or inside jury
e pressure from media publicity
e complex issues / lack of understanding, ability to follow
e reaching the verdict - issues and problems
e cost of jury trial
Discussion of advantages of use of jury could include:
e cross section of community
e wide variety of views / backgrounds/ ages
e local knowledge
e trial by peers

Explanation of requirements for magistrates selection, and their
role could include:

e qualification —respond to advert/put self forward, age,
live/work within area

e selection — interviews by local advisory committee,
required qualities

e appointment - balance and requirements of bench,
background checks, appointment by Lord Chancellor

Discussion of advantages of use of lay magistrates could
include:

e Jocal knowledge
e volunteering, so want to do role
e panel of three
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e inexpensive system, and they deal with a large number of
cases, freeing up Crown courts

e given training

e variety of penalties, but only able to give fines, or small
prison sentences

Discussion of disadvantages of use of lay magistrates could
include:

e perverse/inconsistent sentencing

e feelings of possible bias towards police/prosecution
e« make up of panel and selection issues

e influence by clerk or within panel

e complexity of issues

Reference to examples such as Lord Devlin's view, Quakers Penn
1670, Clive Ponting, Kronlid, Stephen Young, Home Office
reports, Magna Carta.

Discussion could also include civil and coroners courts.

Conclusion with justification
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Question 5

This question was marked using a levels-of-response based mark scheme. The
candidates’ answers were assessed in their entirety and allocated a level based on
where this best fitted the level descriptions. This is the question candidates need to
spend some time on, due to the fact that there are no subsections to the question and
therefore the total question marks of 20 are based around a single answer.

The command word in this question was ‘Evaluate’, which was looking for an
extended answer. Candidates were expected to identify the lay people used in the
English Legal system and then analyse their effectiveness by reviewing their
information and drawing on their evidence. They were expected to use their
understanding to justify an argument and a conclusion.

Candidates needed to firstly consider who lay people are. Candidates then needed to
consider their effectiveness.

For a level 1 (1-4 marks) answer candidates demonstrated isolated elements of
knowledge relating to lay people

For a level 2 (5-8 marks) answer candidates demonstrated some understanding and
began to apply their knowledge appropriately to the question.

For a level 3 (9-14 marks) answer candidates demonstrated accurate understanding of
the question supported by relevant authorities such as statistics or cases.

For a level 4 (15-20 marks) answer candidates demonstrated thorough and accurate
understanding exemplified with appropriate, well explained and applied authorities to
reach a justified conclusion as to whether lay people are effective or not.
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