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Introduction 
 

This set of exemplar responses with examiner commentaries for IAL Law, Paper 1 Underlying Principles of 

Law and the English Legal System (Q4), has been produced to support teachers delivering and students 

studying the International Advanced Level Law qualification.  

 

This pack includes exemplar scripts, examiner commentaries and mark scheme for ease as reference.   

 

The scripts selected exemplify performances for this paper of the June 2017 examination series.  

 

This document should be used alongside other IAL Law teaching and learning materials available on the 

Pearson website. 

 

 

Link to May/June 2017 IAL Law examination Mark scheme is here on the IAL Law webpage.  

 

 

 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/law-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/law-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Exemplar scripts  

Question: 4a. As a member of the European Union, the UK has to comply with EU laws as well as 
those made in the UK by Parliament and the Courts. 
Explain, in this respect, the role of EITHER the European Commission OR the European Court of 
Justice.  (4) 
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Overall examiner Comment 

The command word is ‘explain’ which requires candidates to give brief 

explanations and examples on the focus of the question. There is no 

requirement or expectation for candidates to write a lot about a topic. The 

question is also an ‘either’ ‘or’ choice. Therefore, candidates were only 

expected to write about either the European Commission or the European 

Court of Justice 

This question is a points-based one where the candidate needs to provide 

examples of the role for 2 marks and extend this by providing examples for 

another 2 marks.  
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Script 17 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comment – 4a – script 17 

Script 17 was awarded 4 marks for question 4a. It contained two relevant 

explanatory points which were both linked to an expansion or example. 
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Script 18 

 

 

 

 

Examiner Comment – 4a – script 18 

Script 18 was awarded 4 marks for question 4a. It contained two explanatory points 

which were both linked to an expansion or example. 
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Question:4b. Analyse, using examples, the differences between ‘Regulations’ and 
‘Directives’. (6) 

 

 

This question was marked using a level- of-response based mark scheme. The candidates’ answers 

were assessed in their entirety and allocated a level based on where this best fitted the level 

descriptions. 

The command word in this question was ‘Analyse’, which was looking for a detailed answer with 

examples. Candidates were expected to examine in detail and break down into individual components 

methodically the differences between regulations and directives. There was no need for candidates 

to provide a conclusion.  

A level 1 (1-2 marks) answer provided isolated elements of knowledge on the differences.  

A level 2 (3-4 marks) answer provided several elements of knowledge supported by a few legal 

authorities or examples. 

A level 3 (5-6 marks) answer demonstrated detailed understanding and balanced exemplification 

supported by relevant examples and authorities. 
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Script 19 

 

 

Examiner comments 

Script 19 scored 6 marks for question 4b. It provides both examples and 

analysis as required by the mark scheme and is clearly a level 3 answer 

scoring full marks.  
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Question: 4c. In June 2016, the UK public voted in a referendum to decide whether 

to remain in the European Union or whether to leave. The result of the referendum 

was a vote to leave. 

Assess, using examples, the possible effect of the UK’s decision to leave the European 

Union, on the sovereignty of the UK Parliament to make or amend laws.  (10) 
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This question was marked using a levels-of-response based mark scheme. The candidates’ 

answers were assessed in their entirety and allocated a level based on where this best 

fitted the level descriptions. 

The command word in this question was ‘Assess’, which was looking for an extended answer 

using examples. There was no need for a conclusion though students often attempted to 

reach one. 

For a level 1 (1-2 marks) answer candidates demonstrated isolated elements of knowledge 

For a level 1 (3-4 marks) answer candidates demonstrated some understanding and began 

to apply their knowledge appropriately to the question. 

For a level 1 (5-6 marks) answer candidates demonstrated accurate understanding of the 

question supported by relevant authorities. 

For a level 1 (7-10 marks) answer candidates demonstrated thorough and accurate 

understanding exemplified with appropriate, well explained and applied authorities.  
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Script 20  
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Examiner Comment – 4c – script 20 

This scored 8 – a level 4 answer, in the middle of the top band marks. It assesses the 

current position, discusses authorities and considers sovereignty issues post EU.  
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Script 21  
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Examiner Comment – 4c – script 21 

This scored 10 – a top level 4 answer. It assesses the current position, discusses 

authorities and considers sovereignty issues post EU. It demonstrates well 

developed and logical chains of reasoning illustrated by the appropriate cases.  

 


