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Introduction 
 
 

1.1 About this booklet 
 
This booklet has been produced to support teachers delivering the Pearson Edexcel 
International Advanced Level in Information Technology specification. These Unit 2 
exemplar materials will enable teachers to guide their candidates in the knowledge and 
skills required to successfully complete this course. The booklet looks at questions 1 to 6 
from the June 2019 examination series, showing real candidate responses to questions 
and how examiners have applied the mark schemes to demonstrate how candidate 
responses should be marked. 
 
1.2 How to use this booklet 
Each example covered in this booklet contains: 
● Question 
● Mark scheme 
● Exemplar responses for the selected question 
● Example of the marker grading decision based on the mark scheme, accompanied 

by examiner commentary including the rationale for the decision and where 
relevant, guidance on how the answer can be improved to earn more marks. 

 
The examples highlight the achievement of the assessment objectives at lower to higher 
levels of candidate responses and focus on the new format for long answer assessment 
through levels-based assessment bands. 
 
Centres should use this content to support their internal assessment of candidates and 
incorporate examination skills into the delivery of the specification. 
 
1.3 Further support 
 
A range of materials is available to download from the Information Technology page of the 
Pearson website to support you in planning and delivering the new specifications. 
 
Centres may find it beneficial to review this document in conjunction with the Examiner’s 
Report and other assessment and support materials available here on the Pearson 
Qualifications website. 
  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html
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Command words shown in red are further explained in Appendix 6: Taxonomy, 
in the specification. 

 
Question 1 

Web pages can use meta tags. 
 
Question 1(a) 

Figure 1 shows HTML code that contains a meta tag. 
 

 
Figure 1 

Explain the purpose of the HTML code on line 4.  
(2) 

Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1 

The page wil l  get refreshed (1) within each 5s time interval (1).  
Awarded 2 marks 

Examiner commentary 
One mark was awarded for explaining that the page gets refreshed. 
One mark was awarded for the linked expansion explaining that this would occur after a 
particular time frame.  

Sample response 2 

The code opens a meta tag which means that when the page is refreshed (1) it will open 
the webpage – www.nasa.gov. 

Awarded 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for explaining that the page gets refreshed. The same marking 
point could also have been awarded for explaining that it opens the web page 
www.nasa.gov. However, the second mark could not be awarded as there was no linked 
expansion to explain that this would occur after a particular time frame (5 seconds). 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/IT/2018/Specification%20and%20Sample%20Assessment/International-AL-Information-Technology-Spec.pdf
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Question 1(b)  

Figure 2 shows how a list of facts about Pluto should be displayed in a 
browser. 
 
The HTML code should: 

• underline the heading ‘All About Pluto’ 
• make alternate lines italic. 

 

 
Figure 2 

The page does not display as intended because there are two errors in the 
HTML code. 
 
Open file Q01b.html in a browser to identify the errors. 
 
Open the file in your editor. 
 
Amend the code to correct the two errors. 
 
Save the amended code as Q01bFINISHED.html  

(2) 
Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

 
 

 
Awarded 2 marks 

  

One mark was 
awarded for correctly 
opening the underline 
tag in order to display 
an underlined 
heading (1). One mark was 

awarded for correctly 
closing the italics tag 
so that alternate lines 
appear with italics (1). 
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Question 1(c) 

The web page shown in Figure 2 needs to have an audio clip added. 
 
The code must: 
 

• include an HTML5 <audio> tag 
• refer to the audio file “space.mp3” 
• ensure controls are visible. 

 
Write the HTML code to insert the audio.  

(2) 
 
Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1 

<audio src="space.mp3" controls type = audio/mpeg>(1) </audio> (1)  
Awarded 2 marks 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for the audio tag including controls.  
One mark was awarded for the source and type of media.  

Sample response 2 

<audio src="space.mp3">(1)  
Awarded 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for specifying the source of the media. There was no other 
markworthy content. 
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Question 1(d)  

Web pages can contain external content. 
 
Explain how a tag can be used to add embedded content to a web page. 
 
You must include the name of the tag in your answer. 

(2) 
Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1 

The <iframe> tag (1) creates an inl ine frame on a web page that can be of 
specified width and height, that l inks to a source URL, and displays the 
external content from the source inside the frame (1). (closed with 
</iframe> 

Awarded 2 marks 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for identifying that the <iframe> tag could be used. 
One mark was awarded for the linked expansion explaining that the document would be 
displayed in a fixed size frame. 

Sample response 2 

 
When we use the tag, <embed>(1), the embedded content will 
be visible in the webpage, or we can use <iframe> too. 

Awarded 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for identifying that the <embed>tag could be used. The same 
marking point could also have been awarded for identifying that the <iframe> tag could 
be been used.  
The expansion marking point was not awarded. In order to achieve this, the <embed> 
tag would have needed an expansion to show understanding that it defines the 
container for an external application/plug in. Alternatively, the <iframe> tag would have 
needed to be expanded to show understanding that it is used to embed another 
document in a fixed size frame. 
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Question 2 

CSS is used by browsers to format web page content. 
 
Question 2(a) 

A web page contains text that needs to be formatted. 
 
The heading needs to be white and 50 pixels. 
 
Paragraph text needs to be right-aligned with a padding of 20 pixels. 
 
Open file Q02a.html in your editor. 
 
Amend the code to complete the formatting of the text. 
 
Save your amended code as Q02Afinished.html 

 (4) 
Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

 
 

 
Awarded 4 marks 

Sample response 2 with examiner commentary 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awarded 3 marks 
  

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
h1 colour to white (1), 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
h1 font size to 50 
pixels (1), 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
the paragraph text to 
right align (1). 

One mark was awarded 
for setting the 
paragraph padding to 20 
pixels (1). 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
h1 colour to white (1). 
 
align:right; does not 
align the paragraph 
text to the right of the 
page. This mark was 
not awarded. 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
h1 font size to 50 
pixels (1). 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
the paragraph padding 
to 20 pixels (1). 
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Question 2(b) 

A web page contains images. 
 
The images should fade out to 50% when the mouse cursor hovers over 
them. 
 
Open the Q02b.html page in your editor. 
 
Add CSS code to enable the fade effect. 
 
Save the amended code as Q02bFINISHED.html  

(2) 

 
Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

 
 

It can be seen from the browser view and the HTML code that the candidate has used an 
absolute path to the images, with the images appearing to be stored on the candidate’s 
desktop.  
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However, the candidate has written the correct CSS code and the fade effect could be 
seen working in the browser even without the actual images being present. Candidates 
should ensure that the the files provided are left in the original folders and that their 
answer files are also saved in these folders as marks can be affected. 

  

 
Awarded 2 marks 

 
Sample response 2 with examiner commentary 

 
 

 
 

The candidate’s code did not produce the correct results. There was no working fade 
effect on the images. 
 
The candidate did not use the hover tag and the settings for opacity were incorrect. 

Awarded 0 marks 
 
  

One mark was 
awarded for using the 
img:hover tag (1). 

One mark was 
awarded for setting 
the opacity to 50% (1). 
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Question 2(c) 

Figure 3 includes the CSS code used to control the appearance of a shape 
on a web page. 

 
Figure 3 

 
Describe how the CSS code shown in Figure 3 works with the HTML code 
to position the shape. 
 
You must include line numbers in your description. 

(2) 
Mark scheme 

 
 
Sample response 1  

In the style class of c lass “rectangle” in l ine 7, the style width in l ine 8 
wil l  make the object 300px wide the style height in l ine 9 wil l  make the 
object to a height of 100px. The background colour wil l  change to red and 
the border wi l l  change to black and two pixels by the coding l ines 10 and 11 
respectively (1). The coding in l ine 15 is used to rotate the object to 
90o(1). 

Awarded 2 marks 
Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for specifying that lines 7 to 11 are used to set the properties of the 
rectangle. 
One mark was awarded for specifying that the shape would be rotated by 90 degrees. 
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Sample response 2  

In the above code, with the lines 14-16, a transformation of the 
rectangle occurs at a 90o angle on the Z axis (1). 

Awarded 1 mark 
Examiner commentary 
One mark was awarded for identifying that the rectangle would be transformed on the Z axis. The 
same marking point could have been awarded for specifying the 90o angle.   
The second mark could not be awarded as there was no description of the original shape. 
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Question 2(d) 

Describe the difference between a parent and a child element. 
(2) 

Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1 

The chi ld element takes al l  the information about the parent (1). The 
chi ld elements are not specified whereas the parent elements are. 
Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for identifying that the child inherits from the parent (just enough 
present to award this). 
The second mark could not be awarded as there was no recognition that the child could override 
the parent’s properties. 

Awarded 1 mark 
Sample response 2 

The difference between parent and a chi ld element is that parent element 
are a read only memory and a chi ld element is that you can access it and it 
pops up in the code. 

Awarded 0 marks 
Examiner commentary 

There was no markworthy content in the response. 
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Question 3 

JavaScript provides interactivity for web pages. 
 
Question 3(a) 

Figure 4 shows the JavaScript used to calculate the cost of sending a 
parcel. 

 
Figure 4 

 
Describe how the code works using these input values: 
 
Weight: 0.95 
 
Length: 20 

 (2) 
Mark scheme 

 
Sample response 1  

Since the weight is less than 1 and the length is equal to 20, it would 
fal l  under the category of a letter (1) through the first if function (1).  

Awarded 2 marks 
Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for identifying that the weight and length are checked against the first 
condition. 
One mark was awarded for recognising that the first condition produces a true result. 
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Sample response 2 

By understanding and using this input you can play with the size 
of the image and give you the exact weight and length of this 
parcel.  

Awarded 0 marks 
Examiner commentary 

There was no markworthy content in this response. Though weight and length had been 
mentioned, they did not relate to their purpose in the given code. 

 
  



 

Pearson Edexcel International A Level in Information Technology Unit 2 – Exemplar materials  
Issue 1 – February 2020 © Pearson Education Limited 2020 

16 

 

Question 3(b) 

Open the Q03b.html page in your editor. 
 
The JavaScript code creates a drop-down list that displays a small image 
when an option is selected. 
 
When the small image is clicked a large version of that image should be 
displayed in the current browser window. 
 
The JavaScript code is incomplete. This means that the large version of the 
image is not displayed. 
 
Amend the code so that the large image in displayed. 
 
Save the amended code as Q03bFINISHED.html 

(5) 
Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

 
 
The enlarged Mars Rover image is shown after the Mars Rover image was selected in the drop-down 
box. This is the correct enlarged image (1), it is not skewed (1) and it is still displayed on the original 
page (1). The final mark was awarded as all other marking points were achieved (all correct) (1). 
 

 
Awarded 4 marks 

  

Code added to 
enlarge the image 
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Sample response 2 with examiner commentary 
 

 

 
The original image is shown as the page loads 
in the browser. 
 

Enlargement of the image is correct when the 
image is clicked and it is displayed on the 
original page. 
 

  
However, when another picture is selected, it becomes skewed though it does enlarge when 
clicked. 
 

 
 

B1 was awarded, i.e. the image enlarged is the image clicked (1). 
B2 was not awarded as, whilst the image clicked is not skewed, the smaller size images become 
skewed when another image is selected from the drop down box. This was due to adding code to 
change the height of the image. 
B3 was awarded as image displayed on the original page (1). 
B4 was not awarded as not everything was correct. 

Awarded 2 marks 
 
  

Code added to enlarge 
the image 
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Question 3(c) 

Open the Q03c.html page in your editor. 
 
The JavaScript code contains an incomplete function that should display 
four images in the slideshow. 
 
The user should be able to view each image by clicking buttons under the 
images. 
 
Amend the code to complete the move function. 
 
The code should: 
 

• display only one image at a time 
• have a forward button. When clicked, it shows: 

o the next image 
o the first image after viewing the fourth image 

• have a back button. When clicked, it shows: 
o the previous image 
o the fourth image after viewing the first image. 

 
Save the amended code as Q03cFINISHED.html  

(5) 
Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

 
 

 
 
One mark was awarded for creating a back button (1) and one mark was awarded for passing a 
‘backward’ direction to “move” (1). 

 

 
 

One mark was awarded for adding code to return to the fourth image when the back button is 
clicked, and the current image is the first image (1). 
One mark was awarded for adding code to increment the slideIndex (1) when the direction is 
forward (1). 
One mark was awarded as the response includes existing variables only (1). 

Awarded 5 marks 
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Sample response 2 with examiner commentary 

 
 
All of the images were displayed as the page loaded in the browser when only the first image in 
the slideshow should have been displayed. 
 

 
 
One mark was awarded for adding the back button (C1).  
However, C2 was not awarded because the direction passed was forward as opposed ‘backward’ 
or equivalent. 
 

 
 
There was no other markworthy content as the candidate had not added any code. 
 

Awarded 1 mark 
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Question 3(d) 

The Document Object Model (DOM) allows JavaScript to change the 
content of a web page. 
 
One feature of the Dom is that is provides a map of the web page that 
can be read by JavaScript. 
 
State two other features of the DOM. 

 (2) 
Mark scheme 

 

 
Sample response 1 

1: DOM provides a basic outline of the JavaScript.  

2: DOM creates an object l ink to other documents (1) 
Awarded 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for point two. There was just enough present to suggest that the DOM 
turns a web page into an object.  
There was no other markworthy content. 
Sample response 2 

1: You may change things in the DOM such as the structure the 
 style. (1)  

2: The DOM have been designed to be independent and not use anything 
 else. 

Awarded 1 mark 
Examiner commentary 

One mark was awarded for point 1. There was just enough present to suggest that the DOM 
allows JavaScript to change the appearance of a web page. 
There was not quite enough in the second point to award the second mark. It did not clearly 
explain that the DOM contains objects that are self-contained bundles of data. 
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Question 4 
Space Tech is an organisation interested in space and technology. It needs 
a new web page. 
 

A wireframe and style guide have been provided. 
 

Overall page requirements 
• Character set must be UTF-8 
• Search engines should be able to show a description of the site. 
• Use HTML5 elements to define the different parts of the page. 
• Use a fixed page layout. 
• Use an external style sheet. 

 

Web Design Style Guide 
 

Background 
• The background colour of the page should be set to Blue – 

hex(#0000FF). 
 

Font 
• All text should be set to Verdana. 
• Colour should be set to Light Grey – hex(#CCCCCC). 
• All text should be centre-aligned. 

 

Banner 
• Position the banner as shown on the wireframe. The banner image 

can be found in the assets folder. 
 

Navigation bar 
• Create the navigation bar as shown on the wireframe. 
• Create and style a hyperlink to open marsRover.html as shown on the 

wireframe. 
 

Text and images 
• Insert the heading ‘Space is interesting’ as shown on the wireframe. 
• Position the text and images as shown on the wireframe. The text and 

images can be found in the assets folder. 
• Set an emphasis on the heading. 

 

Footer 
• Insert the text ‘Copyright Space Tech’. 
• Create an email link of the text to ‘info@spacetech.co.uk’. 
• Style the text to be Yellow – hex(#FFF00). 

 

Develop a prototype web page for Space Tech using the wireframe, style 
guide, images and text provided. 
 

Save your files as Q04FINISHED.html and Q04FINISHED.css 
 (20) 
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Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 with examiner commentary 

Note: the actual files for this question have been included. 
 

 
View of page in a browser window 
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Head 
Overall page requirements 
 
• Character set must be UTF-8. (HTML line 4) 
• Search engines should be able to show a description of the site. (HTML line 5) 
• Use an external style sheet. (HTML line 7) 
 
 

Background 
 
Requirements 
 

• The backround colour of the page should be set to Blue – hex(#000FF). (CSS 
line 7) 

 
 

  

HTML file 

CSS file 
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Font 
 
Requirements 
 

• All text should be set to Verdana. (CSS line 8) 
• Colour should be set to Light Grey – hex(#CCCCCC).  (CSS line 9) 
• All text should be centre-aligned. (CSS line 10) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Banner 
 
Requirements 
 

• Position the banner as shown on the 
wireframe.The banner image can be found in 
the assets folder. (CSS lines 13 to 16, HTML 
file line 12) 

 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Wireframe 

CSS file 

CSS file 

HTML file 

Browser view 
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Navigation Bar 
 
Requirements 
 

• Create the navigation bar as shown on the wireframe. 
(HTML line 13, CSS lines 18 to 25) 

• Create and style a hyperlink to open marsRover.html as 
shown on the wireframe. (HTML line 13, CSS lines 27 to 35) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Wireframe 

CSS file 
CSS file 

Browser view 

HTML file 
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Text 
 
Requirements 
 

• Insert the heading ‘Space is interesting’ as shown on the wireframe. (HTML line 21, CSS line 10)  
• Position the text (HTML lines 20 to 31, CSS lines 37 to 41) as shown on the wireframe. The text can be found in the assets folder. 
• Set an emphasis on the heading. (HTML line 21)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSS file 

CSS file 

Browser view 
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HTMLfile 
Browser view 
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Images 
 
Requirements 
 

• Position the images as shown on the wireframe. The images can be found in the assets folder. (HTML lines 14 to 19, CSS lines 37 to 45) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wireframe 

HTML 

Browser view 
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Footer 
 
Requirements 
 

• Insert the text ‘Copyright Space Tech’. (HTML 
line 33) 

• Create an email link of the text to 
‘info@spacetech.co.uk’. (HTML line 33) 

• Style the text to be Yellow – hex(#FFF00).  (CSS 
lines 50 and 56) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

HTML file 
 

Wireframe 

HTML 

CSS file 

CSS file 

Browser view 
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Question 5 

Space Tech wants to expand the functionality of its website. 
 

It wants to implement: 
 

• a filter that shows information about a selected planet 
• a login facility. 

 

All of the required files are supplied in the Q05 folder. 
 

No additional resources are required. 
 

You only need to add HTML, JavaScript and comments to the existing files. 
 

Filter 
 

filter.html contains an early prototype. 
 

Complete the prototype to allow information about the planets to be shown 
when a user selects an option from the drop-down list. 
 

It must: 
 

• include a placeholder on the box giving the user instructions 
• allow the user to select a planet from the list 
• show the information about the selected planet in the box. 

 

You must add suitable comments to your code to explain how it works. 
 

Save your file as filterFINISHED.html 
 

Login 
 

login.html contains an early prototype. 
 

Complete the prototype. 
 

It must: 
 

• only accept username ‘user’ and password ‘password123’ as an authorised 
user 

• if the user is authorised: 
• display a successful login message 
• redirect to success.html 

• if the user is not authorised: 
• allow up to 3 login attempts 
• display a suitable error message showing the number of attempts 

remaining 
• disable the form after 3 unsuccessful login attempts. 

 

You must add suitable comments to your code to explain how it works. 
 

Save your file as loginFINISHED.html 
 

 (20) 
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Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 

filter.html page: 

• include a placeholder on the box giving the user instructions 

• allow the user to select a planet from the list 

• show the information about the selected planet in the box. 
 

HTML file 

Javascript file 
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Examiner commentary 

There were 5 specific marks that could be achieved for the survey.html page. 

Marking point Mark 
awarded 

Comments 

filter.html 

Suitable placeholder added on 
planetInfo text area 

1 HTML line 34 

Array declared 1 JavaScript line 10, 15 

Information stored in arrays elements 1 JavaScript lines 10 to 15 

Information stored in correct elements 
of array (matches planets) 

1 JavaScript lines 10 to 15 

Correct output is shown in box 1 JavaScript lines 10 to 15 and testing of 
the page in the browser  

 
 

Sample response 2 

login.html 
• only accept username ‘user’ and password ‘password123’ as an authorised user 
• if the user is authorised: 

• display a successful login message 
• redirect to success.html 

• if the user is not authorised: 
• allow up to 3 login attempts 
• display a suitable error message showing the number of attempts remaining 
• disable the form after 3 unsuccessful login attempts. 

 

 
HTML file 
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JavaScript file 

 
Examiner commentary 

There were 6 specific marks that could be achieved for the index.html page. 
Marking point Mark 

awarded 
Comments 

Only authorised username and 
password accepted 

1 JavaScript line 12 

Suitable message shown for valid login  1 JavaScript line 13 
Redirection to success.html with valid 
login 

1 JavaScript line 14 

Suitable message shown for invalid 
login including number of attempts 
remaining  

1 JavaScript line 19 

Number of attempts incremented with 
invalid login  

1 JavaScript line 18 

Form disabled after third invalid login 
attempt  

1 JavaScript line 11  
(code will only execute if i < 3) 

 

The criteria for the levels-based marks will always be the same and are awarded using a holistic, best 
fit approach. The candidate will already have received the specific marks whereas the marks awarded 
here focus on the solution as a whole.  
In terms of filter.html, the solution is complete, fully functional and meets requirements. The logic 
applied is clear and appropriate to the problem. The interface includes a placeholder and full 
interactivity between the HTML code and the JavaScript code. The array has been declared, 
populated, accessed and manipulated appropriately. The array uses a meaningful variable name and 
the comments added aid readability of the code. 
In terms of login.html, the solution is also complete, fully functional and meets requirements. The 
candidate has solved the problem logically. There is clear interactivity between the HTML code and 
the JavaScript code with a good error message for an invalid login and a good status report for a valid 
login. Presentation of the JavaScript could have been slightly better, e.g. alignment of closing brackets 
etc. though the comments added do aid readability.  
 
Overall, the very slight weakness does not, holistically, take the evidence out of level three and full 
marks can be awarded. 
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Question 6 

The Web Accessibility Initiative – Accessible Rich Internet Application (WAI-
ARIA) can be used to provide additional semantics and improve the accessibility 
of a web page. 
Open file Q06.html in your editor. 
Read the HTML carefully. 
Assess how well semantic code and WAI-ARIA have been used to support 
accessibility of the webpage. 
You may use examples from the code and/or line numbers to support your 
assessment. 

(9) 
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Mark scheme 
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Sample response 1 

It is c lear that the developers have made use of semantic code to improve 
accessibi l ity of the webpage.  Semantic tags have been used to their ful l  potential .  
For example,  l ine 20 defines both headers under the <header> tag, l ine 24 defines the 
home l ink under a <nav> tag, and l ine 89 defines the footer under the <footer> tag. 
These tags describe the content of their e lements. This al lows the importance of the 
content to be obtained. For example, search engines wi l l  use the content in the 
<header> tag to describe the webpage and al low for better SE). 

More importantly,  screen readers and other accessibi l ity software (e.g. to help visual ly 
impaired) wi l l  also detect these tags.  It al lows them to real ise that content in <nav> 
tags is of l ittle importance and wi l l  not bother to read it out.  This al lows the user to 
get to the information they want quickly .  

Additional ly ,  tags such as <em> have been used in l ine 31, to further emphasise the 
importance of this information. Accessibi l ity software such as screen readers wi l l  know 
to put emphasis on this l ine of the page. The language is also set to “ lang=’en’” on l ine 
2, which also al lows screen readers to provide language-specif ic results. 

Furthermore, the main content of the webpage is spl it into 3 separate <section> 
tags. ( l ines 32, 60, 82).  This indicates to accessibi l ity software that the different 
sections have varying content and importance.  The third section,  for example,  is a 
“submit” section, which is entire ly separate from where the user has inputted values 
and should only read after sections 1 and 2 have been completed. 

It is also interesting to note that a “visual ly-hidden” style c lass has been used (l ine 
17).  This style wi l l  not be shown at al l  to ordinary users looking at the webpage.  The 
c lass has been used in l ine 77, on the content “in format dd/mm/yyyy” , ordinary users 
wi l l  not see this, and wi l l  not be bothered by it,  but screen readers and other 
accessibi l ity software wi l l  read it out.  Visual ly impaired users wi l l  then know the date 
format required, despite not being able to see it on the “date” input box ( l ine 79), 
a long with aria-required = “true” (e.g. l ine 49), denoting necessary inputs to 
accessibi l ity software.  In these ways this page makes c lever use of WAI-ARIA and 
semantics to aid in accessibi l ity of the web page content. Further use of more 
semantic tags could improve this (e.g.  <artic le>.  
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Examiner commentary  

The criteria for the levels-based marks will always be the same and are awarded using a holistic, 
best fit approach.  
 
The response includes an assessment of how well semantic code and WAI-ARIA have been 
used to support accessibility of the webpage. It is detailed, showing a thorough understanding 
of the given issue. It is coherent, balanced and developed with evidence from the web page 
given in order to support the judgements made. 
 
The candidate has ensured that specific examples of semantics, specfic examples of WAI-ARIA, 
have been assessed in terms of the effect on accessibility. 
 
The response clearly meets level 3 expectations. 

Awarded 9 marks 
 
Sample response 2 

Semantic web is used to divide a webpage into different parts which make 
it easier to edit and understand and looks better when viewing. 

In this webpage semantic elements have been used, such as header, nav, 
section and footer. 

This webpage has been divided into categories. 

When you first view the page, you see the heading then we see parts of the 
form being categorised, example such as the personal details was put in 
the <main> tag, payment information was put in the <section> tag. 

However, semantics is not always very helpful, for example like in this 
case since the whole background of the webpage is white, it doesn’t look 
very catching to the user whereas in many cases when a person uses 
semantic webs it makes the page look good an attractive. 

Awarded 4 marks 

Examiner commentary  

The criteria for the levels-based marks will always be the same and are awarded using a holistic, 
best fit approach.  

The section of the response highlighted in red is the markworthy content. The final paragraph is 
really about asethics of the page rather than what the question asked. Whilst semantics have 
been mentioned, WAI-ARIA is missing. 

The first four paragraphs are enough to just move it into level 2. There is some clear 
understanding of semantic tags with some clear connections. This is level 2 standard. However, 
there is no real attempt at assessment – it is superficial at best. This is level 1 standard. 
Therefore, there is just enough evidence to award marks at the bottom of level 2. 
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Sample response 3 

Accessibility of the web page would be the way users are interacted towards 
the website.  How user friendly the website is to the user and how 
convenient the rules are for the user to understand. 

In Q6.html there is a note being attributed mentioning that they are 
highly necessary to be completed by the user. 

The website should also be accessible for all types of users such as whether 
they are colour blind, unable to read and understand (low literacy rate) 
and also that only the basic requirements are being questioned. 

This website could be easily accessible for all types of users as its simple, 
understandable and only requires the basic information that must be 
needed for the company. 

Awarded 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 

The criteria for the levels-based marks will always be the same and are awarded using a 
holistic, best fit approach.  

The candidate appears to have misunderstood the requirements of the question and, for 
the majority of the response, is trying to explain accessibility. 

Evidence showing understanding, in terms of the question asked, is very limited. 

There is no real attempt at an assessment. 

There is just enough evidence present to award the bottom of level 1. 
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