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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel,
the world’s leading learning 
company and the UK’s largest 
awarding body. 

We set the standard for worldwide
recognised qualifications, built on 
the UK educational system and 
accepted by universities worldwide.

We have a simple mission:
to help make a measurable 
impact on improving people’s 
lives through learning. 

‘We judge 
ourselves – and 
invite others to 
judge us – not by 
the products that 
we make but by 
the impact on 
learners.’
John Fallon,

Chief Executive Officer, 

Pearson



About Pearson Edexcel
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 As the UK’s largest awarding organisation, we are best placed to provide 
qualifications that are most closely aligned to the British educational system. 

 We are the most reliable awarding organisation in the UK, recognised and 
trusted by educators, learners and employers to provide high quality 
qualifications.

 By helping you to realise student potential, you can prepare and empower all 
your students to progress to further education, university and employment.

 Our technology capability allows us to provide you with more advanced support 
services, tools and resources to make life easier for school leaders, teachers and 
students.

 Pearson Edexcel are leading the way, challenging thinking and creating new 
ideas so you can be confident our qualifications will always be world-class.



Aims and objectives

 To understand the Assessment Objectives for the qualification

 To understand the question types for the qualification

 To understand the mark schemes for the qualification

 To practise using the mark schemes using exemplar student work

 To learn about the support provided by Pearson around 

assessment and exemplars
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Agenda
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Time Item

5 Welcome

5 Aims and agenda

5 Getting to know you

10 Overview of qualification

10 Qualification content

15
Activity 1 – Identify the unit, topic and specification 
point(s)

5 Planning for teaching the course

15 Activity 2 – Planning activities for Unit 4 19.2.5

10 Assessment

5 Activity 3 – Awarding marks

10 Preparing students for exams

10 Activity 4 – Sharing good practice

10 Available support

5 Questions
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Getting to know you
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Overview of qualification



What is the specification?
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 The specification is the main document 
you need to teach the course.  

 It outlines the aims of the course, the 
content you MUST cover and all the 
information you need about assessing 
your students.

 A copy of this document is in your pack 
and on our website.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html
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International AS and A Level  

Information Technology

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of the concepts of 

Information Technology

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of 

the concepts of Information Technology

AO3 Analyse and evaluate Information 

Technology information and problems

AO4 Use analysis and evaluation to design 

solutions

Assessment Objectives (AO)

The Pearson Edexcel IAS in 

Information Technology consists of 

two externally-examined units: 

Units 1 and 2.

The Pearson Edexcel IAL in 

Information Technology consists of 

four externally-examined units: 

Units 1 to 4.

Content



Where are each of the AOs 
assessed in the course?

10

AO (% of IAL)

% 

in 

IAS

% 

in 

IA2

% 

in 

IAL

% in 

Unit 1

% in 

Unit 2

% in 

Unit 3

% in 

Unit 4

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of the concepts of 

Information Technology

24 10 17 10 2 5 0

AO2

Apply knowledge and 

understanding of the concepts of 

Information Technology

40 36 38 5 15 8 10

AO3

Analyse and evaluate 

Information Technology 

information and problems

10 14 12 4 1 5 2

AO4
Use analysis and evaluation to 

design solutions
26 40 33 6 7 7 13



Unit 1 Topics and assessment
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Unit 2 Topics and assessment
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Unit 3 Topics and assessment
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Unit 4 Topics and assessment
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Taxonomy (command words)
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‘Doing’ command words
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Command 
word

Description

Amend Requires changes/additions/deletions/rearrangement of a symbolic 
representation.

Apply Make use of skills and knowledge of databases in a given context, for example 
applying a data validation rule to a specific field in a table.

Complete Requires the completion of a table/diagram/algorithm (in any notation). 

Construct Usually requires creation of an artefact using subject-specific symbolic 
representation, rules and syntax. 

Create Usually requires creation of an artefact using subject-specific symbolic 
representations.

Design Consider a given problem, scenario or context and the factors that will 
influence aspects of the database such as the tasks that it can perform, how 
users will interact with it and how it will work with other systems.

Develop Produce a database solution based on given set of requirements, either by 
enhancing an existing data structure or creating new data structures based on 
given requirements and sample data sets.

Draw Produce a diagram/image using either a ruler or freehand. May require 
labelling/annotation to express meaning. Used when symbolic representations 
need to be manipulated.



‘Doing’ command words
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Command 
word

Description

Draw Produce a diagram/image using either a ruler or freehand. May require 
labelling/annotation to express meaning. Used when symbolic 
representations need to be manipulated.

Extract Using software tools to process and output data into a different format 
so that it can be used by another system or for different purposes.

Implement To create and deploy a solution for a given context either in the form 
of a complete solution or amendment of a current system.

Import Using tools in a database to bring in data for a source outside of the 
database, such as a text file, and process it so that it can be used by 
the database.

Set up Add or modify a feature in a database so that it meets specific user 
requirements, e.g. set up a data-entry list on a table.

Write Usually requires manipulation/creation/amendment of an artefact 
using subject-specific symbolic representations.



‘Doing’ command words
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Unit 2

Unit 4

Unit 1



‘Extended writing’ command words
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Command 
word

Description Comments

Analyse and 
recommend

Examine elements in detail and provide support 
for a course of action.

Units 2 and 4 
only

Assess Give careful consideration to all the factors or 
events that apply and identify which are the most 
important or relevant. Make judgements about 
significance/importance.

Units 2 and 4 
only

Evaluate Review information then bring it together to form 
a conclusion, drawing on evidence, including 
strengths, weaknesses, alternative actions, 
relevant data or information. Come to a 
supported judgement of a subject’s qualities and 
relation to its context.

Units 1 and 3 
only



‘Other’ command words
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Command word Description

Describe To give an account of something. Statements in the response 
need to be developed as they are often linked but they do 
not need to include justification or a reason.

Discuss Explore all aspects of an issue/situation/problem/argument 
by reasoning or argument.

Explain An explanation requires justification/exemplification of a 
point. The answer must contain some element of 
reasoning/justification linked to a point/idea that has been 
identified.

Give/state/name All of these command words are really synonyms. They 
generally all require recall of one or more pieces of 
information.

Identify Usually requires some key information to be selected from a 
given stimulus/resource.



Activity 1

Identify the unit exam paper 

from the command word
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Activity 1 – Identify the exam 
paper and description
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Activity 1 – Identify the exam paper and 
description – Answer
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Activity 2
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Identify the command word 
from the response to the question



Activity 2 – Identify the command word
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Activity 2 – Identify the command word
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Mark schemes



How are they applied to live 
assessments?
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 The senior examiners have a pre-standardisation meeting.  

 The mark scheme may be updated at this point. 

 Examiners attend a standardisation meeting where they are 
trained using the updated mark scheme.



Points-based
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• Points-based questions have individual marks for the demonstration 
of particular skills/knowledge understanding, etc.

• Each mark is assigned 
to the demonstration 
of a specific skill:

• setting the radius 
correctly

• setting the font 
size correctly

• setting the 
background 
correctly.



Points-based
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 This is also a points-based question though different to the previous. 
This is the mark scheme for a ‘describe’ question.

 Each mark is 
assigned to the 
demonstration of a 
specific skill:

• setting the 
radius correctly

• setting the font 
size correctly

• setting the 
background 
correctly.



Levels-based
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Levels based mark 
schemes for extended 
writing questions always 
include indicative 
content.

• There are no points-based marks 
in extended writing questions.

• Marks are awarded holistically.



Hybrid (points and levels based)
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Hybrid mark schemes combine points-based and levels-based.



Applying a mark scheme
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Activity 3

Unit 1

June 2019

QO1(c)(i)
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Unit 1 – June 2019 Q01(c)(i)
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Now you try

36



Activity 4

Unit 1

June 2019

QO2(b)
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Unit 1 – June 2019 Q02(b)
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Now you try
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Activity 5
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Unit 2
June 2019

QO1(d)



Unit 2 – June 2019 Q01(d)
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Now you try
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Activity 6

Unit 2

June 2019

QO4

43



Unit 2 – June
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Unit 1 – June
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Unit 1 – June
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Unit 1 – June 2019 Q02(b)
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How to approach marking it

48

1. Browser

2 Text editor

3 Marking grid

4 Award the marks



Response 1 - Let’s try this
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Q04_response1
Q04_response1


Response 1 - Marks
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Check your marks. 



Response 1 - Marks
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Check your marks. 



Response 1 - Marks
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Check your marks. 



Response 2
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Q04/Q04_response2
Q04/Q04_response2


Response 2 - Marks
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Response 2 - Marks
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Response 2 - Marks
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Exam materials



Accessing materials for the 
IAL information
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 Exemplar material
 Guides
 Past training 

content
 Schemes of work
 Skills for learning 

and work
 Student guide

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html


Exam materials
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Unit 1 – June 2019
Question paper
Mark scheme
Examiner report

Unit 2 – June 2019
Question paper
Data files
Mark scheme
Examiner report

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
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Exemplars and commentaries



Exemplar materials

61

Includes questions 
from the papers
Sample responses
Lead Examiner 
commentaries
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Feedback events and packs



Past training content
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Unit 1 – June 2019 
Question paper 
Mark scheme 
Examiner report

Unit 2 – June 2019 
Question paper 
Data files 
Mark scheme 
Examiner report



Training events (live)
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You can use the search tool to find and book live training 

events

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html


Training events (pre-recorded)
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Pre-recorded events 
can be found here.

Accessing them is as 
easy as downloading 
the materials.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html
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Support



Support

67

A Getting Started Guide to help you understand the scope and structure of content and 
assessment and how the planning and delivery can work for you and your students

Suggested teaching resources

Editable schemes of work

Student guide

Exemplar scripts with examiner commentaries to give additional indication of marking 
standards

ExamWizard

ResultsPlus

Access to scripts

Past exam papers and mark schemes

Training events (past training events, upcoming training events)

Teacher resource pack – including lesson plans and worksheets

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International Advanced Level/IT/2019/teaching-and-learning-materials/ial-it-guide-june-19.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International Advanced Level/IT/2018/TeachingandLearningMaterials/Suggested-Teaching-Resources.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International Advanced Level/IT/2018/TeachingandLearningMaterials/STUDENT-GUIDE.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html?utm_source=guide&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=GBSEMA0618GQA16&utm_content=makingastart
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher/Pearson


Subject advisor
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Tim Brady
Computer Science and ICT Subject 
Advisor

Intl: +44 (0)333 016 4160
Contact us

https://twitter.com/@Pearson_CS

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://twitter.com/@Pearson_CS
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Any questions?

Thank you for 
attending



Please fill in your 

evaluation forms.

We value your 

feedback!
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