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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel
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Welcome to Pearson Edexcel,
the world’s leading learning 
company and the UK’s largest 
awarding body. 

We set the standard for worldwide
recognised qualifications, built on 
the UK educational system and 
accepted by universities worldwide.

We have a simple mission:
to help make a measurable 
impact on improving people’s 
lives through learning. 

‘We judge 
ourselves – and 
invite others to 
judge us – not by 
the products that 
we make but by 
the impact on 
learners.’
John Fallon,
Chief Executive Officer, 
Pearson



About Pearson Edexcel
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 As the UK’s largest awarding organisation, we are best placed to provide 
qualifications that are most closely aligned to the British educational system. 

 We are the most reliable awarding organisation in the UK, recognised and 
trusted by educators, learners and employers to provide high quality 
qualifications.

 By helping you to realise student potential, you can prepare and empower all 
your students to progress to further education, university and employment.

 Our technology capability allows us to provide you with more advanced support 
services, tools and resources to make life easier for school leaders, teachers and 
students.

 Pearson Edexcel are leading the way, challenging thinking and creating new 
ideas so you can be confident our qualifications will always be world-class.



Aims and objectives
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 To review the content of the qualification
 To explore how to plan the course and/or lessons
 To understand the assessment of the qualification and 

how to prepare students
 To identify the support available from Pearson



Agenda
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Time Item
5 Welcome
5 Aims and agenda
5 Getting to know you

10 Overview of qualification
10 Qualification content

15 Activity 1 – Identify the unit, topic and 
specification point(s)

5 Planning for teach the course
15 Activity 2 – Planning activities for Unit 4 – 19.2.5
10 Assessment
5 Activity 3 – Awarding marks

10 Preparing students for exams
10 Activity 4 – Sharing good practice
10 Available support
5 Questions
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‘Getting to know you’ polls
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Overview of qualification



What is the specification?
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 The specification is the main document 
you need to teach the course.  

 It outlines the aims of the course, the 
content you MUST cover and all the 
information you need about assessing 
your students.

 A copy of this document is in your pack 
and on our website.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.html


What are the SAMs and AdSAMs?

9

 SAMs is short for Sample 
Assessment Materials.  

 AdSAMs is short for Additional 
Sample Assessment Materials. 
These documents are just as 
important as the specification.

 Both assessment materials are 
examples of the question 
papers and mark schemes and 
show the question types and 
how they will be marked by the 
examiners. We base all of our 
future papers and assessments 
on these sample assessment 
materials.



What is the exemplar material?
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 The exemplar material 
goes through a paper 
question by question with
exemplar responses.

 Lead Examiners comment 
in terms of applying the 
mark scheme.
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International AS and A Level  Information Technology

AO1 Demonstrate 
knowledge and 
understanding of the 
concepts of Information 
Technology

AO2 Apply knowledge and 
understanding of the 
concepts of Information 
Technology

AO3 Analyse and evaluate 
Information Technology 
information and problems

AO4 Use analysis and 
evaluation to design 
solutions

Assessment 
Objectives (AO)

The Pearson Edexcel IAS in 
Information Technology 
consists of two externally-
examined units: Units 1 and 
2.

The Pearson Edexcel IAL in 
Information Technology 
consists of four externally-
examined units: Units 1 to 4.

Content

All units are externally 
assessed
Availability: June

Unit 1: 2-hour written 
examination
Unit 2: 3-hour 
examination, including 
practical and task-based 
questions
Unit 3: 2-hour written 
examination
Unit 4: 3-hour 
examination, including 
practical and theoretical 
questions

Structure of 
assessment



Where are each of the AOs assessed?
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% in IAS % in IA2 % in IAL

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of the 
concepts of Information 
Technology

24 10 17

AO2

Apply knowledge and 
understanding of the 
concepts of Information 
Technology

40 36 38

AO3
Analyse and evaluate 
Information Technology 
information and problems

10 14 12

AO4
Use analysis and 
evaluation to design 
solutions

26 40 33
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Qualification content



IAS Unit content
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IAS Unit 1

Topic 1 Hardware and software 

Topic 2 Networks 

Topic 3 The online environment 

Topic 4 IT systems 

Topic 5 Data and databases 

Topic 6 Wider issues

IAS Unit 2

Topic 7 Understanding the functionality of HTML 

Topic 8 Understanding the functionality of CSS 

Topic 9 Understanding the functions of JavaScript 

Topic 10 Designing web pages 

Topic 11 The semantic web 



IA2 Unit content
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IA2 Unit 3
Topic 12 Manipulating data 
Topic 13 Enabling technologies 
Topic 14 Using IT systems in organisations
Topic 15 Systems development 
Topic 16 Emerging technologies 

IA2 Unit 4
Topic 17 Use of features of database 

solutions 
Topic 18 Relational database concepts 
Topic 19 Database solutions 



Unit breakdown 
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 A unit is made up of 
numbered topics.

 Each topic has numbered 
sub-topics.

 Sub-topics may be further 
broken down to give 
clarification of the content 
to cover.



Activity 1

Identify the unit, topic and 
specification point(s)
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Activity 1 – Identify the unit, topic and 
specification point(s)
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Here are some 
questions that have 
been created by 
teachers for use in the 
classroom.

Identify the unit and 
specification point(s) 
that you think each of 
the questions belong 
to.



Activity 1 – Answers
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Let’s go through the answers to the questions.
Please use the final column to add any notes that will be 
helpful to you.



Planning for teaching the 
course
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High-level planning
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 IAS 180 guided learning hours (6 hours per week, for one 
academic year)

 IAL 360 guided learning hours (6 hours per week, for two 
academic years)

 Notionally, 3 hours per week, per unit



Teaching support materials
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Editable scheme of work for each unit, with links to resources if applicable.

Scheme of work includes:
• clear reference to the 

specification
• what should be covered in 

the lesson and how to 
cover it

• resources.



Activity 2

Planning activities for Unit 4 
19.2.5
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Activity 2 – Planning to teach 
Unit 4 – 19.2.5
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19.2.5 Be able to evaluate the 
appropriateness and effectiveness 
of a user interface and justify 
features in relation to a given 
problem

Command word Assess

Lesson objective – learners will be 
able to assess the appropriateness 
and effectiveness of a data entry 
form
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Assessment
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Unit 1 (WIT11)
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 Students are assessed through a    
2-hour written examination, set and 
marked by Pearson.

 80 marks in total

 All questions are mandatory.

 All questions require a written 
response on the paper.

 Question types include multiple-
choice, short open response, 
medium open response, small 
essay, small practical, big essay and 
big practical.



Unit 2 (WIT12)
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 Students are assessed through a     
3-hour examination including 
practical and theoretical questions, 
set and marked by Pearson.

 80 marks total

 All questions are mandatory.

 Each student will need to access a 
computer during the examination.

 The paper consists of short open 
response, medium open response, 
code, extended open response.



Unit 3 (WIT13)
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• Students are assessed through a   
2-hour written examination, set and 
marked by Pearson.

• 80 marks in total

• Traditional written examination 
paper.

• All questions require a written 
response on the paper.

• All questions are mandatory.

• Question types include short open 
response, medium open response, 
small essay, small practical, big 
essay, big practical.



Unit 4 (WIT14)
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 Students are assessed through a      
3-hour examination including 
practical and theoretical questions, 
set and marked by Pearson.

 80 marks total

 All questions are mandatory.

 The paper consists of  small practical, 
big practical and two big essay 
questions.



Common mistakes
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Unit 2 – Common mistakes
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In this example the 
student has used 
absolute referencing
for the images on 
the page to their 
exam account.



Unit 2 – Common mistakes
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In this example the student has 
not ensured their answers are 
consistent with the resources 
provided for the question.

The completed folder for this 
question should have included 
the original assets folder and the 
student’s answers.



Unit 4 – Common mistakes

34

In this example the 
student is using an 
append query. 

However, they have 
truncated the fields.
If truncation occurs, 
the examiner cannot 
say for certain the 
method they have 
chosen works.



Activity 3

Awarding marks
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Activity 3 – Marking
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Activity 3 – Answer
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1 mark

1 mark



Preparing students for 
exams
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Understand timings
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 All of the exams have a maximum of 80 marks.
 Units 1 and 3 are 2 hours long.
 Units 2 and 4 are 3 hours long.
 Units 1 and 3, approximately 1.5 seconds per mark.

Approximately how long should a student spend on answering a 
20-mark question in Unit 2?



Understand taxonomy (key command 
words)
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Walking-talking mocks 
(Units 1 and 3)

 Students sit in the same exam room where they will do their 
exam, preferably in the same seats.

 Students are given an exam paper which is as close to being like 
the real thing as possible. 

 Students are literally walked through every question on the paper 
– the person leading the session talks them through the 
smallest steps, such as underlining key words, how to plan, things 
to remember, etc.

 Students then write their responses in timed conditions.
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Unit 2 – importance of file 
locations/links
 Can be useful to give students responses with common mistakes.
 Students are given a response that includes absolute referencing to 

a location the students do not have access to.
 Students are given access to a response where original files have 

not been submitted with the answer files.
 Students can then see the direct consequences of what happens 

when this takes place.
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Unit 4 – importance of screenprint
evidence
 Can be useful to give students two versions of the same responses to a 

particular question and a mark scheme.
 In the first example the screenprints do not include any truncation, etc. 

and the response achieves full marks.
 In the second example, exactly the same response is used but problems 

are introduced into the screenprint evidence, e.g. truncation, and it does 
not achieve full marks.

 Students can then see the direct consequences of not ensuring all of 
their evidence can be seen.
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Units 2 and  4 – importance of 
showing the skills they can use

 At times it may be that the students cannot remember how to/or be 
able to use the skills necessary to fully complete a task.

 For example – not being able to get the code fully working/not being 
able to add a combo box to a form. Candidates are rewarded for what 
they can do. It is not always necessary to have a fully working product 
in order to achieve marks.
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All units – mock exams

 Assign time for learners to complete full mock exams within the allotted time.
 Provide detailed feedback.

45



Available support
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Support
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A Getting Started Guide to help you understand the scope and structure of content and 
assessment and how the planning and delivery can work for you and your students

Suggested teaching resources

Editable schemes of work

Student guide

Exemplar scripts with examiner commentaries to give additional indication of marking 
standards

ExamWizard

ResultsPlus

Access to scripts

Past exam papers and mark schemes

Training events (past training events, upcoming training events)

Teacher resource pack – including lesson plans and worksheets

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/IT/2019/teaching-and-learning-materials/ial-it-guide-june-19.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/IT/2018/TeachingandLearningMaterials/Suggested-Teaching-Resources.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20Advanced%20Level/IT/2018/TeachingandLearningMaterials/STUDENT-GUIDE.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/examwizard.html?utm_source=guide&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=GBSEMA0618GQA16&utm_content=makingastart
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/information-technology-2018.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher/Pearson


Subject advisor
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Tim Brady
Computer Science and ICT Subject 
Advisor

Intl: +44 (0)333 016 4160
Contact us

https://twitter.com/@Pearson_CS

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/qualification-contactus
https://twitter.com/@Pearson_CS
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Any questions?

Thank you for 
attending



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms.

We value your 
feedback!
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