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Introduction
This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Unit 2
(WGEO/02). The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards
in the IAL Geography assessment.
Unit 2, Geographical Investigations, takes a closer look at how physical and human issues influence lives
and can be managed, at a local scale. There are two compulsory topics:
1) Topic 1: Crowded Coasts
2) Topic 2: Urban Problems, Planning and Regeneration.
The paper is divided into three distinct sections.
Both topics are covered in Section A* of the paper which is data response and a mixture of short-answer
and longer-answer questions (maximum of 8 marks).
Section B* is comprised of compulsory short-answer questions on research and the “familiar” (i.e.
students own) fieldwork investigation. The maximum tariff question in this section is 12.
Section C offers a choice of one fieldwork question, on either Crowded Coasts or Urban Problems,
Planning and Regeneration. This is set in an “unfamiliar context”, i.e. resources provided for the
candidate to interpret and utilise. This typically has a mixture of 2-4 marks questions.
Questions 1 and 2 test a mixture of AO1 and AO2 skills, whereas question 3 (compulsory), 4 (option 1)
and 5 (Option 2) are based largely on fieldwork which is examined as an AO3 skill. AOs are explained
more fully in the specification (page 57) along with their breakdowns across units.
Paper 1 is worth 40% of the IAS total marks and 20% of the IAL total marks. The examination is 1 hour
and 30 minutes and totals 60 marks.
Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for
the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command
words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs.
This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning
materials available on the website here.
The May/June 2017 WGE02 question paper, mark scheme and examiner report is here.

*Section A is in another document
*Section B is in another document
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Exemplar Scripts Section C
Question 4 ai
Identify two problems with the students’ data presentation method (2)

Script 1

3

Mark/level awarded: 2
Examiner commentary: Both ideas are featured on the mark scheme as
correct for the 2 marks (1+1).

Script 2

Mark/level awarded: 1
Examiner commentary: There is no credit for the second idea about the title,
as the graphs in Q4ai and Q5ai both have titles.
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Question 4 aii
Other than data presentation, explain one way the students might use ICT as part of data analysis (2)

Script 1

5

Mark/level awarded: 2
Examiner commentary: They could use the internet to search for attitudes
about management (1) look for opinions in other areas and analyse how and
why they are different (1). This response has lots of development and in reality
could have scored 3 marks if that was the available tariff.

Script 2

Mark/level awarded: 1
Examiner commentary: The research and online ideas get the initial credit,
but there is not sufficient development of the explanation as to how it might be
used.
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Question 5 aiii
Explain one way this could have influenced the reliability of their investigation (3)

Script 1

Mark/level awarded: 2
Examiner commentary: Ideas are not very representative (1) and then the
development (haven’t recorded enough data) gets the second mark. However,
the extension related to suggested improvements (last sentence) is not valid in
the context of this question, so no credit for this.
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Script 2

Mark/level awarded: 3
Examiner commentary: Small sample size (1) encourages bias and reduces
reliability (1). Ideas about different opinions in different areas is a further
development of the same idea, i.e. reliability, so maximum 3 marks.
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Question 5 biii
Explain one limitation of using the secondary data in Figure 4b (3)

Script 1

9

Mark/level awarded: 3
Examiner commentary: Words like, therefore, allow this candidate to develop
the idea of inaccuracy through the notion that the information is from 2010.

Script 2

Mark/level awarded: 3
Examiner commentary: A series of linked ideas, all related to a single
limitation creates a 3 mark response.
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