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Introduction

This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Unit 2
(WGEOQ/02). The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards
in the IAL Geography assessment.

Unit 2, Geographical Investigations, takes a closer look at how physical and human issues influence lives
and can be managed, at a local scale. There are two compulsory topics:

1) Topic 1: Crowded Coasts
2) Topic 2: Urban Problems, Planning and Regeneration.
The paper is divided into three distinct sections.

Both topics are covered in Section A* of the paper which is data response and a mixture of short-answer
and longer-answer questions (maximum of 8 marks).

Section B is comprised of compulsory short-answer questions on research and the “familiar” (i.e.
students own) fieldwork investigation. The maximum tariff question in this section is 12.

Section C* offers a choice of one fieldwork question, on either Crowded Coasts or Urban Problems,
Planning and Regeneration. This is set in an “unfamiliar context”, i.e. resources provided for the
candidate to interpret and utilise. This typically has a mixture of 2-4 marks questions.

Questions 1 and 2 test a mixture of AO1 and AO2 skills, whereas question 3 (compulsory), 4 (option 1)
and 5 (Option 2) are based largely on fieldwork which is examined as an AO3 skill. AOs are explained
more fully in the specification (page 57) along with their breakdowns across units.

Paper 1 is worth 40% of the IAS total marks and 20% of the IAL total marks. The examination is 1 hour
and 30 minutes and totals 60 marks.

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for
the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command
words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs.

This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning
materials available on the website here.

The May/June 2017 WGEO2 question paper, mark scheme and examiner report is here.

*Section A is in another document

*Section C is in another document


http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials

Exemplar scripts Section B

Question 3a

Explain how you managed one risk associated with your fieldwork investigation. (2)

NMumber

3(a) AO3 (2 marks) 2
NB: the aim / question / hypothesis provides a
context for the investigation and the subsequent
parts that follow — no credit for this.

Award 1 mark for explaining the hazard / risk
and a further mark for explaining how the risk is
managed, up to a maximum of 2 marks.

» In urban areas there is a lot of traffic so
high risk of being struck by a vehicle (1)
which was managed by only using a
designed crossing (1).

+ Fieldwork was carried out in winter so
there was a small risk of hypothermia (1)
50 lots of warm clothes were used (1).

+» The wet rocks at the coast presented a slip
and trip risk (1) so walking boots were
used to minimise the risk of falling over
(1).

+ Risk of collecting bias / unreliable data
leading to invalid results (1) which could
be managed by careful site selection /
sample size / design (1).

Mature of risk, and risk management will vary
depending on the location as well as the context
of the investigation.
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State the title or question of your fieldwork investigation:
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Question 3b

Explain how you used two qualitative techniques as part of your primary data collection. (4)

Question Answer Mark
Number
3(b) AO3 (4 marks) a

Award 1 mark for explaining a valid type of
qualitative data and a further expansion mark up
to a maximum of 2 marks each.

MNature of qualitative techniques utilised will vary
depending on the location as well as the context
of the investigation.

+ Interview data from a number of respondents
were used (1) to find out about attitudes
towards rebranding in the city (1)

+ Questionnaires (open questions) used to
gauge opinions from stakeholders (1) such as
impacts of change (1)

» Field sketches were undertaken (1) to give an
accurate representation of the landscape to
help with later analysis (1)

+ Digital photographs were taken of the
fieldwork equipment (1) so that this could be
later used to help evaluate the methods and
their reliability (1).

+ Field notes recorded aspects of the site
location and a description (1). This helped
with the analysis and follow-up to link
together understanding of geographical
processes in the area.

Allow guestionnaires as a semi-qualitative

technique (open questions).
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Question 3¢

Explain how you used secondary data to support your fieldwork investigation (6)

Questio

number

Answer

3(c)

AOD3 (6 marks)

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general
marking guidance and the qualities outlined in the levels-based
mark scheme below.

Indicative content guidance

Content depends on students’ choice of research question.
Secondary data includes the following ideas:

= Used to find out more about the population / people of an
area, e.g. local census statistics.

= Assisted in design of sampling framework: number of sites,
spacing, sample sizes, sampling method, plus methodology:
equipment, operator error etc

= Secondary data was used to contextualise and challenge
primary fieldwork data

= Secondary data can be used to give baseline data, e.qg. to
work out rates of coastal recession using GIS and historical
maps

« Secondary data could provide opinions from a range of online
and other sources to provide textural context.

+ Secondary information was used to provide quantitative data
for statistical analysis, e.g. the calculation of median
deprivation indices for contrasting local areas

Mature of responses will be heavily dependent on the context
of the fieldwork and the environment in which it was
undertaken. However, examiners should reward for detailed
clear and specific data and information which are supported
with depth and detail in terms of factual accuracy and
realism.




Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

Limited understanding of the relationships between
geographical questions and the background
information, geographical context and research
question (AO3)

Uses a limited range of fieldwork research skills
and techniques to obtain information that may link
to, but not support, the investigation of the
research question. (AO3)

Limited evidence of an ability to draw conclusions
and the evaluation is simplistic, limited to one
stage in the route to enquiry. (A03)

Level 2

Some understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research question (AO3)

Uses some fieldwork research skills and techniques
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AD3)

Some evidence of an ability to draw conclusions

and the evaluation is relevant, but restricted to one
or two stages in the route to enquiry. (A03)

Level 3

A full understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research question (AO3)

Evaluates fieldwork research skills and techniques
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AD3)

Clear evidence of an ability to draw conclusions and
the evaluation is full, across a number of stages in
the route to enquiry. (A03)

10



Script 1

fhe...Doha... ,aicng o .............g,mm.._........tﬁ.ﬂ.a.......onmrdi to v:s_u.g.t,.iy,.... .

Mdndshry.. Q,F Iniecior... and . onabaction... mgmm do._.provide, ..
e a5 e po- oF m;gbmmn-&-g—-wamn

dnformation.. . ef. on... !E.‘.LﬁEnf:l ........ Of-ﬂg-tn&nﬂhm and. AheLr e . :
on  youfise

en. how . fo._ regensiots. Poha . We .. oo . wokched..  TED. falil. which..
told. 0. fhat. Doha... .weni. . . 1o... Mgmﬁrmt__xtaﬁ ........ an.. O ..cikig ..
of..oport... aedl. cuddure... whils  developing... autoinably..... The.

Lsport Mﬂu....rab bd

ire Omd Ao robed ne e
:’t:;: Eghﬂt{aﬁp faa L fien Pf:afkt u.m??d gowni-:fgn Dohea " 's
energy will be Aupple el through  solar poancls whic h
afs a Juestairable woy as  rencwable enargy & hﬂ-tnﬂ waed .
Wwe  adso fﬂﬂf&ﬂ‘:‘ at Blogo puch as Godar .‘J:«rng fo
provicle AL infor pation Din Al em{}ﬂ oaurfrq.wr‘:mﬂh}?hﬂﬂg

Okt bon iy Oopen w
auch  an  fhae (olour N, evenk  in fhe wg for
National Gatar deay . Thes proved  that Doha hed  beek
Aucceofuit  in  rebranding ilaelf 4o A dhy  of Jport and
tudfirre |

11



Script 2

Sanlay Aol by Bl e ot b auicha b Idod. b b
taflecked. Forsty Lot vl old. . and e govamant data.. se.. That. it codd
Lampart  th  omuat gop M;‘nﬁafum{j ....... 7 174 ard_Foriths . ho il
Hech. . Dhcsti... befort._and s (guowavs... ek plec... W colised . Hed
ol regmaeton_fork _ pha He_amot- o peoph_ the? hed vited hed coe
Gpuifuacdly. Sucodly, with Mo e g 6. gl mape, acd o fou_clter.
daphehon . vt coll gt el 000 4. it bk 0. oy 8. hfoe
rtgean Jon_end ok Yo s b }f, ....... bed _pose.. This_. helpd..4_vsuly . conper fo
b aed b o ophenon rigessabion e i bt Tidly, .t .
i ...... e Jml ........ # (”mﬁqf_‘;fhjmflwgpf‘#ﬂdmmguﬂﬂw&

locel _.apinlon.... ... peahe....aed... how J‘b‘n eqpuitnd ... tp&mhhﬁfm/idﬂ ..........

u,dw} ..... Tho helped .. M ........ ourundeyfadsy ,j ......... He erJMH;';ﬂw

12



Script 3

fmm it oud hve ben bes  ad T hwan  Gmpleg
_and__equipnent  ervors mﬂ fave  Provided  falle
mfom'uhon Nevertheless, The wde of, Se - dafa
nﬁh‘f ﬂM Mmﬁyamn acl ved
f° providle Mort aciurnk  dafe  fo pm a
spreve deeline our aim.

13



Question 3d

Evaluate the success of your primary fieldwork design and data collection methods (12)

Questio
n
number

Answer

3(d)

Marking instructions

AO3 (12 marks)

Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general
marking guidance and the gualities outlined in the levels-based
mark scheme below.

Indicative content guidance

Content depends on students’ choice of research question.
Evaluation should include some the following:

The nature of initial research to inform the context of the
enquiry as well as the identification of an appropriate topic to
study through the route to enquiry

Design of sampling framework: number of sites, spacing,
sample sizes, sampling method - linked to specific methods
of data collection

Methodologies: these will depend on specific methods chosen
but can include evaluation of the equipment used, operator
error; success of recording sheets / tallies

Inaccessibility of sites / lack of ability collect data due to time
of day, seasons, or unanticipated hazards such as bad
weather

Ethical issues could be considered e.g. appropriateness of
questionnaire questions

This impacts on both the range and quality of data and in
turn has effects upon the accuracy of the results and the
validity of conclusions

Appropriate data analysis and whether the data collected
could be easily collated and analysed, or was generated in a
form that made this stage problematic.

Conclusions could be referred to if data collection yielded

unusual / unexpected / anomalous results which affected the
reliability / validity of conclusions.

14



Level

Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

Limited understanding of the relationships between
geographical questions and the background
information, geographical context and research
question (AO3)

Uses a limited range of fieldwork research skills
and technigques to obtain information that may link
to, but not support, the investigation of the
research gquestion. (AO3)

Limited interpretation, analysis based on the data /
information collected. (AO3)

Level

Mark

Descriptor

Limited evidence of an ability to draw conclusions
and the ewvaluation is simplistic, limited to one
stage in the route to enquiry. (AD3)

Level 2

Some understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research guestion (AO3)

Uses some fieldwork research skills and techniques
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AD3)

Interpretation and analysis based on the data /
information collected form part of the
response(AO03)

Some evidence of an ability to draw conclusions

and the evaluation is relevant, but restricted to one
or two stages in the route to enguiry. (A03)

Level 3

A full understanding of the relationship between
the background information, geographical context
and research question (AO3)

Evaluates fieldwork research skills and technigues
to obtain information that may link to, but not
support, the investigation of the research question.
(AD3)

Critically considers the role of interpretation,
analysis based on the data / information collected.
(AO3)

Clear evidence of an ability to draw conclusions and

the evaluation is full, across a number of stages in
the route to enquiry. (AD3)

15
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