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Introduction 

 
This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Unit 2 

(WGEO/02).  The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards 

in the IAL Geography assessment. 

Unit 2, Geographical Investigations, takes a closer look at how physical and human issues influence lives 

and can be managed, at a local scale.  There are two compulsory topics: 

1) Topic 1: Crowded Coasts 

2) Topic 2: Urban Problems, Planning and Regeneration. 

The paper is divided into three distinct sections.  

Both topics are covered in Section A of the paper which is data response and a mixture of short-answer 

and longer-answer questions (maximum of 8 marks).  

Section B* is comprised of compulsory short-answer questions on research and the “familiar” (i.e. 

students own) fieldwork investigation.  The maximum tariff question in this section is 12.  

Section C* offers a choice of one fieldwork question, on either Crowded Coasts or Urban Problems, 

Planning and Regeneration.  This is set in an “unfamiliar context”, i.e. resources provided for the 

candidate to interpret and utilise.  This typically has a mixture of 2-4 marks questions.  

Questions 1 and 2 test a mixture of AO1 and AO2 skills, whereas question 3 (compulsory), 4 (option 1) 

and 5 (Option 2) are based largely on fieldwork which is examined as an AO3 skill.  AOs are explained 

more fully in the specification (page 57) along with their breakdowns across units. 

Paper 1 is worth 40% of the IAS total marks and 20% of the IAL total marks.  The examination is 1 hour 

and 30 minutes and totals 60 marks. 

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for 

the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command 

words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs. 

This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning 

materials available on the website here. 

 

The May/June 2017 WGE02 question paper, mark scheme and examiner report is here. 

 

*Section B is in a different document 

*Section C is in a different document  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Exemplar scripts Section A 

Question 1aii  
Explain one way constructive waves cause gently sloping beach profiles (2) 

 

Script 1 

 

 

 

 

Mark/level awarded: 1 

Examiner commentary:  Credit for the idea of strong swash (1), but no linked 

explanation of how that forms the gently sloping gradient. 
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Script 2 

 

  

 

  

Mark/level awarded: 2 

Examiner commentary: Low energy (1) so sediment is deposited (1).  This 

answer has good technical vocabulary and is generally succinct.  
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Question 1b  
 
 Examine the importance of geology in the development of coastal landscapes.  (8) 
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Script 1 
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Mark/level awarded: 5 

Examiner commentary: A level 2 response which provides locational details.  

Demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding, which is mostly 

relevant, so it is strong on AO1.  However, AO2 (the “examine” part of the 

question) is in comparison, weaker.  They could have examined, for instance, 

the importance of hardness in determining the type and scale of a particular 

(located) feature.   There is a little examination in the writing about geology, 

“basalt are difficult to erode, whereas….chalk is generally easier”.  It’s a shame 

this comment was not then followed by a linking comment to landscape or 

features.  

Some parts of the response are not relevant, i.e. the part about attracting 

tourists and interest to stakeholders.  
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Script 2 
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Mark/level awarded: 8 

Examiner commentary:  The response is strong on both AO1 and AO2 

aspects.  Despite there being no place specific details, the processes explanation 

and examination is strong enough to get this maximum marks, demonstrating 

accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.  

An example of an evaluative statement is: “Whether there are joints and faults 

in the cliff face will add to its resistance, erosion rates, landforms and cliff 

profiles” 

There is also good use of technical geographical terminology which supports the 

quality in this response. 
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Question 2ai   
 

Using evidence, state two problems experienced by these people in Dhaka.  (2) 
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Script 1 

 

 

 

 

Mark/level awarded: 0 

Examiner commentary: No evidence directly from the photo and too 

generalised in what is written.  The A02 mark for this question must be based 

around what is presented to the candidate in the resource.  
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Script 2 

 

 

Mark/level awarded: 2 

Examiner commentary:  In contrast, this candidate clearly uses the 

information in the photograph (“litter scattered” and “visible smoke”).  It is 

essential to reference where in the image the evidence is coming from, 

something that will be necessary in exam questions like this moving forward. 
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Question 2aii  
Explain one way traffic congestion impacts on human wellbeing in cities such as Dhaka. (2) 

 

 

 

 

Script 1 
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Script 2 

 

  

Mark/level awarded: 0 

Examiner commentary:  The response is too generalised to score any credit.  

The specification in 2.4.2 (Transport in cities) specifies detail in the key idea, 

linked to urban air pollution.  

 

 

 

Mark/level awarded: 2 

Examiner commentary: Cars tend to be older and release more emissions (1) 

which leads to respiratory diseases for the people who live there (1).  So, this 

response has both an explanation and extension for the 2 marks, as indicated in 

the mark scheme.  It is important that students understand the exact demands 

of these type of questions.  
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Question 2b  

Assess how far urban regeneration can be environmentally and economically sustainable.  (8) 
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Script 1 
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Mark/level awarded: 7 

Examiner commentary: This response is strong on both AO1 and AO2 aspects.  

Explanation and assessment is strong enough to this into L3, demonstrating 

accurate and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.  

Examples of statements which assess include: “costs should be lowered”, 

“projects have shown they can be cheaper and more efficient” etc. There is also 

good use of technical geographical terminology which supports the quality in this 

response.   Its weakness is a lack specific detail across both environmental and 

economic sustainability, well linked to a location.  This would have secured it the 

maximum marks.  
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Script 2 
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Mark/level awarded: 8 

Examiner commentary:  Again, this response is strong on both AO1 and AO2 

aspects.  Compared to the previous example, this has more locational detail and 

assessment, which allowed Examiners to give maximum marks.  Examples of 

assessment include: “may improve the future environmental quality”, 

“inevitability, regeneration……may prove unsustainable”, “may also be 

unsustainable….widening the gap between rich and poor….” It is a shame that 

this response only considers London, another example from somewhere else 

would have improved it, nevertheless there was sufficient evidence to give 

maximum marks.  

 

 

 

 


