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Introduction

This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Paper 1
(WGEOQ/01). The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards
in the IAL Geography assessment. The guide will focus on a variety of questions across the paper. From
questions 1-4, in section A*, focus is on questions which require students to apply their geographical
skills, for example how to tackle describing distribution or interpreting scatter graphs, or how to apply
knowledge and understanding of concepts to command words. All aspects of Section B, the extended
writing topics, are covered to exemplify elements of good practice.

Paper 1 Global Challenges focuses on the meaning, the causes and the management of global challenges
as well as how we can influence global challenges through our own attitudes and actions. There are two
compulsory topics:

1) Topic 1 — World at risk
2) Topic 2 Going Global.
Both topics are covered in sections A and B of the paper:

e Section A: data response, knowledge based and level-marked questions
e Section B: choice of World at Risk or Going Global longer essay questions.

Paper 1 is worth 60% of the IAS total marks and 30% of the IAL total marks. The examination is 1 hour
and 45 minutes and totals 90 marks. Section A is made up of 4 questions, broken down into MCQ, data-
response, short-answer and open-ended questions, each totalling 15 marks. Section B comprises of 2
extended writing questions, a 10 mark data response and a 20 mark essay question.

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for
the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command
words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs.

This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning
materials available on the website here.

The May/June 2017 WGEO1 Question paper, mark scheme and examiner report are here.

*Section A in a different document


http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials

Exemplar scripts Section B

Example 1 - Question 5 (a)

Study Figure 5 in the Resource Booklet.

Willingness
toact

Examples of

countries

Figure 5

Willingness to act to reduce emissions at the 2015 Paris climate change summit

(a) Explain why some countries are more willing to take greater actions to reduce
emissions.

(10)



Mark Scheme

TOioestion |

number
5 (a)

=]

w ] re ng greater

reduce emissions. {10 marks)

AD1 (5 marks)/AD2 (5 marks)

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general marking
guidance and the gualities outlined in the levels-based mark scheme balow.

Indicative content guidance

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not
required to include all of it. Other relevant material not suggested below
must also be oredited. Relevant points may include:

ADL:

ADZ:

Mo countries are ‘'rode models” implying that no country on Earth has
besn prepared to do what scientists deem necessary to mitigate
against climate change.

The "suffident” countries are all developing / emerging rather than
developed countries.

Some might note that the 'medium’ group contains large, powerful
and important economies that account for most of global GDP but
that they are not prepared to take much action.

The ‘inadequate’ group is mixed = althowgh they are all major fossil
fuel producers / exporters, which provides a commaon thread between
them despite political / cultural divergence.

Willingness to act might depend on development stage (pre
industrialization, industrializing, post=) and ability to afford to take
action.

Willingness to accept the idea of 'dangerous’ climate change and act
on it.

Climate (hot/ cold} or other aspects of physical geography may mean
high resource use (heating f air-con) that could be hard to reduce f
replace with less polluting altermatives.

"Role model” could be s=en as simply too expensive, and involve very
high costs, e.q. abandoning fossil fuels that would lead to a lack of
global competitiveness or be unacceptable to voters.

The ‘sufficient” countries are perhaps the most under threat, i.e.
depend on farming, have forests to protect, already suffer climate
extremes = and are therefore the most prepared to act.

"Medium” countries may try and balance calls for envircnmental
protection with demands for economic growth, so go so far but not
further; most are developed and emerging countries who may be
able to afford to mitigate.

The inadequate countries could be seen to be simply protecting their
economies, which depend on fossil fuels; jobs and prosperity depend
on exporting oil and gas so these countries won't take action.
Russia could be seen as unwilling to cooperate with the “west’ on
emissions reductions due to other political tensions.

Descriptor

Mo rewardable matenial.




Level 1

1-4

Demonstrates isolated elements of geographical knowledge.
(AO1)

Demonstrates isolated elements of geographical
understanding, some of which may be inaccurate. (A01)
Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information f ideas, making limited logical connections /
relationships. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information f ideas to produce an interpretation that is not
relevant and / or supported by evidence. (AD2)

Level 2

5-7

Demonstrates geographical knowledge, which is mostly
relevant and may include some inaccuracies. (AO1)
Demonstrates geographical understanding, which Is mostly
relevant and may include some inaccuracies. (ADL1)
Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information f ideas logically, making some relevant
connections / relationships. (A02)

Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information f ideas to produce a partial but coherent
interpretation that is mostly relevant and supported by
evidence. (AD2)

Level 3

8-10

Demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge
throughout. (A01)

Demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical
understanding throughout. (AQ1)

Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information f ideas logically, making relevant connections /
relationships. (A02)

Applies knowledge and understanding to gecgraphical
information f ideas to produce a full and coherent
interpretation that is relevant and supported by evidence.
(AD2)
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Example 2 -

Question 5 (b).

(b) Assess the extent to which prediction and monitoring technology can help
reduce the impacts of natural disasters,

Mark Scheme
Question | Assess the extent to which prediction and monitoring technology can help
number | reduce the impacts of natural disasters. (20 marks)
5 (b) AOL (5 marks)/AD2 (15 marks)

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general marking guidance
{page 3) and the qualides outlined in the levels-based mark scheme below.
Responses that demonstrate only AO1 without any AQ2 should be awarded
marks as follows:

« Level 1 AD1 performance: 1 mark

« Level 2 AD1 paerformance: 2 marks

« Level 3 AD1 parformance: 3 marks

= Level 4 AD]1 performance: 4=5 marks

Indicative content guidance

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not
required to include all of it. Other relevant material not suggested below
must also be credited. Relevant points may include:

A1

» Prediction of natural hazards means being able to state, with
actionable certainty, when and where they will strike.

» This is done through monitoring technology that can be used on
wolcanoes (tiltmeters, seismometers) and for hydro-met hazards such
as cyclones (satellites).

« Impacts include both economic losses (insured and uninsured) and
human losses (trends) in terms of deaths and numbers affected f
homeless.

» There are other ways of reducing impacts, incleding preparation and
response = both short and long term.

» Cyclones and other storms are routinely monitored using aircraft,
satellites and weather stations and the data is used to make landfall
and parameter predictions, which is the basis for warming and
evacuation - this has the potential to drastically reduce human losses
although economic impacts often remain very high.

« In order to reduce economic losses costly storm and flood protection is
neaded, so in developing countries prediction is especially important.

« Volcanic activity is increasingly monitored using sophisticated
equipment and many volcanic eruptions can be predicted with
accuracy and wamings issued; this is oitical as the hazards
themselves cannot be stopped so moving people out of harm'’s way is
wery important.

» The hazard least likely to be managed by prediction is earthguakes,
which cannot be predicted; it can be argued that for this hazard the
best management method is preparation, i.e. hazard resistant design
and land use zoning for instance.

» Conversely tsunami can be predicted and monitored over the period of
hours following the initial earthquake and wamings issued = reducing
human impacts but probably not economic loses.

« Drought and flood risk can also be monitored, although in these case
defences and adaptations are often more important as the hazards are

10



more frequent, e.g. flood defences, farming adaptations to cope with
water supply falls.

Other parts of the Hazard Management Cycle, e.g. immediata
response, recovery, could be considered as important {even more
important) as part of a wider evaluation of the role of monitoring and
prediction.

Lewel

Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

1=5

Demonstrates isolated elements of geographical knowledge
and understanding, some of which may be inaccurate or
irrelevant. (AO1)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical ideas,
making limited and rarely logical connections f relationships.
(AD2Z)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information J ideas to produce an interpretation with limited
coherence and support from evidence. [(AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information / ideas to produce an unsupported or generic
conclusion, drawn from an argument that is unbalanced or
lacks coherence. [(A02)

Level 2

6-10

Demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding,
which is ooccasionally relevant and may indude some
inaccuracies. [AO1)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information / ideas with limited but logical connections f
relationships. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas in
order to produce a partial interpretation that is supported by
some evidence but has limited coherence. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information / ideas to come to a conclusion, partially supported
by an unbalanced argument with limited coherence. (A02)

Level 3

11-15

Demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding,
which is mostly relevant and accurate. [(A01)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information J ideas to find some logical and relevant
connectons f relationships. (ADZ)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas in
order to produce a partial but coherent interpretation that is
supported by some evidence. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geocgraphical
information / ideas to come to a conclusion, largely supported

by an argument that may be unbalanced or partially coherent.
[AD2)

Level 4

16-20

Demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge
and understanding throughout. (AD1)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical
information § ideas to find fully logical and relevant connections
Jf relationships. (ADZ)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical
information f ideas to produce a full and coherent
interpretation that is supported by evidence. (ADZ2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical
information / ideas to come to a rational, substantiabed
conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argument that is
drawn together coherently. (AD2)

11
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Example 3 - Question 6 (a)
Study Figure 6 in the Resource Booklet.

ﬂfrica N # )

%}!ﬂ, sl Oﬁ

Figure 6
The number of international migrants in 2015

(a) Suggest reasons for the pattern of international migrants shown in Figure 6.
(10)
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Mark scheme

Question Suggest reasons for the distribution of international migrants shown in
number Figure 6. {10 marks)
& [a) ADL (5 marks)/AD2 (5 marks)

Marking instructions
Markers must apply the descripbors in line with the general marking
guidance and the gualities outlined in the levels-based mark schieme below.

Indicative content guidance

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not
required to include all of . Other relevant material not sugoested below
must also be oredited. Relevant points may include:

ADL

= Large increase in total intermmational migrants 2000-2015%, wp 71
rmillicn.

= Both Europe and Morth Amenca hawve large number of immigrants
which exoceed their emigrant population, by a maragin of 50 million in
the USA - much dosesr to balance in Euraope.

« The majority of immigrants are found in Asia, Europe and MNorth
America.

« MMost emigration is from LAC, Asia and Africa, which in all cases has
emigration exceeding immigration.

« Oceania has small numbers in both categories, but immigration
exceeds emigration.

= The large volume of immigration to Europe could be explained by the
EU's open borders making migration wery easy, and possibly
balancing immigration f emigration within the continent.

= Higher immigration numbers in Europe can be related to post-2011
refugee migration from the Middle East and North Africa.

= Regions with large emigrating populations are generally lower
income ones, so economic migation could b seen as a key
explanation.

« In Morth America the lamge immigrant stock could be put down to
Mexican and other LAC migration to the USA, as well as the USA
attracting high skill migrants from across the world to its big cities
and THCs.

= Population size could explain the small numbers in Ooeania and large
ones in Asia, i.e. migrant stock is relative to population.

« Total volume of the global migrant stock might be explained by
globalization and related factors, plus recent developments such as
refugee aises in the Middle East; post 2004 EU expansion.




Lewel

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

= [emonstrates isolated elements of geographical knowledge.
(A1)
= [emonstrates isolated elements of geographical

understanding, some of which may be inaccurate. (A1)
= Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical

information / ideas, making limited logical
connectons/relabonships. (A02)

= Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information / ideas to produce an interpretation that is not
relevant and/or supported by evidence. (AD2)

Level 2

5-7

= [Demonstrates geographical knowledge, which is mosthy
relevant and may indude some inaccuracies. (A01)

= [Demonstrates geographical understanding, which is mostly
relevant and may indude some inaccuracies. (AO01)

= Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information / ideas logically, making some relevant
connectons f relationships. (AD2)

= Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information / ideas to produce a partial but coherent

interpretation that is mostly relevant and supported by
avidence. (A02]

Level 3

8=-10

= [Demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge
throughout. (AO1)

= [Demonstrates accurate and relevant gecgraphical
understanding throughouwt. {(AO1}

« Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information / ideas logically, making relevant
connectons/relabonships. (AD2)

« Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical
information / ideas to produce a full and coherent

interpretation that is relevant and supported by evidence.
[AO2)
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Example 4 - Question 6 (b)

Ib) Assess the costs and benefits of globalisation for workers in both developed and
developing countries.

Mark Scheme
Question | Assess the costs and benefits of globalisation for both workers in developed
number | and developing countries. (20 marks)
6 (b) A01 (5 marks)/ADZ (15 marks)

Marking instructions

Markers must apply the descriptors in line with the general marking guidance
{page 3) and the qualities outlined in the levels-based mark scheme below.
Responses that demonstrate only AD1 without any AD2 should be awarded
marks as follows:

Level 1 A01 performance: 1 mark
Level 2 A01 performance: 2 marks
Level 3 A01 performance: 3 marks
Level 4 A01 performance: 4=5 marks

Indicative content guidance

The indicative content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not
required to include all of it. Other relevant material not suggested below
must also be credited. Relevant points may include:

MO

= (Globalisation involyes widening and deepening connections between
countries and economies, making the world more interdependent and
interconnected; it has economic, cultural and technological facets.

= Costs can be economic = jobs, income, security, prosperity = as well
as sacial, cultural and even environmental.

= In the developed world workers once worked in manufacturing, and in
smme cases service indusiries, which have moved abroad due to
outsourcing.

= In emerging countries f NICs thers has been a large gain in terms of
employment as a result of outsourcing.

= In developed countries there have been big job losses in traditional
manufacturing, which has led to economic dedine; this tends to be
concentrated in certain cities like Detroit and other “rustbelt’ citdes in
the US and locations such as Sheffield in the UK.

= In some cases job losses have led to serious urban decline and high

unemployment; on the other hand some cities like NY and London
hawve continued to prosper through glebalised services = so the
negatives may affect only some locations.

e It could be argued that certain types of worker = male, low skills,

middle-aged = have been affected most with the young and skilled
taking the opportunities globalisation offers.

= & counter-argument is that many outsourced jobs are low pay, low

skill ones that allow workers in the developed world to get better work
= although this may not be true for all workers and all places.

= In emerging locations jobs have been gained and incomes have risen

in outsourced factories and offices in China, India and elsewheare, so
the owerall impact of cutsourcing could be viewed as positive.

= There are arguments that the outsourced work in some cases is low

paid, with poor working conditions, long hours; child labowr and
sweatshop conditions could be raised as issues.

= On the other hand, outsourcing has helped Iift millions out of poverty
and many people have mowved inta the middle dass and seen
improvements in guality of life.
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Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1=-5

Demonstrates isolated elements of geographical knowledge
and understanding, some of which may be inaccurate or
irrelevant. (AO1)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical ideas,
making limited and rarely logical connections [ relationships.
[AO2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical
information § ideas to produce an interpretation with limited
coherence and support from evidence. (AO2)

Applies knowledge and wunderstanding of geographical
information / ideas to produce an unsupported or generic
conclusion, drawn from an argument that is unbalanced or
lacks coherence. [AD2)

Level 2

6-10

Demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding,
which is cocasionally relevant and may indude some
inaccuracies. (AOD1)

Applies knowledge and wunderstanding of gecgraphical
information f ideas with limited but logical
connecticnsrelationships. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical ideas in
order ko produce a partial interpretation that is supported by
some evidence but has limited coherence. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical
information J ideas to come to a conclusion, partially supported
by an unbalanced angument with limited coherence. (A02)

Lavel 3

11-15

Demonstrates geographical knowledge and understanding,
which is mostly relevant and accurate. (A01)

Applies knowledge and wunderstanding of geographical
information / ideas to find some logical and relevant
connections / relationships. (AD2)

Applies knowledge and understanding of gecgraphical ideas in
order to produce a partial but coherent interpretation that is
supported by some evidence. [(ADZ)

Applies knowledge and wunderstanding of gecgraphical
information J ideas to come to a conclusion, largely supported
by an argument that may be unbalanced or partially coherent.
(AO2)

Level 4

16=-20

Demonstrates accurate and relevant geographical knowledge
and understanding throughout. (AD1)

Applies knowledge and wunderstanding of gecgraphical
information  ideas to find fully logical and relevant connections
¥ rolatinnchine  §A&MTTY

Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical
information / ideas to produce a full and coherent
inberpretation that is supported by evidence. (ADZ)

Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical
information f ideas to come to a rational, substantiabed
conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argument that is
drawn together coherenty. (AD2)
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