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Introduction 

 

 
This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Paper 1 

(WGEO/01).  The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards 

in the IAL Geography assessment. The guide will focus on a variety of questions across the paper.  From 

questions 1-4, in section A*, focus is on questions which require students to apply their geographical 

skills, for example how to tackle describing distribution or interpreting scatter graphs, or how to apply 

knowledge and understanding of concepts to command words.  All aspects of Section B, the extended 

writing topics, are covered to exemplify elements of good practice.  

Paper 1 Global Challenges focuses on the meaning, the causes and the management of global challenges 

as well as how we can influence global challenges through our own attitudes and actions.  There are two 

compulsory topics: 

1) Topic 1 – World at risk 

2) Topic 2 Going Global. 

Both topics are covered in sections A and B of the paper: 

 Section A: data response, knowledge based and level-marked questions 

 Section B: choice of World at Risk or Going Global longer essay questions. 

Paper 1 is worth 60% of the IAS total marks and 30% of the IAL total marks.  The examination is 1 hour 

and 45 minutes and totals 90 marks.  Section A is made up of 4 questions, broken down into MCQ, data-

response, short-answer and open-ended questions, each totalling 15 marks.  Section B comprises of 2 

extended writing questions, a 10 mark data response and a 20 mark essay question. 

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for 

the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command 

words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs. 

This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning 

materials available on the website here. 

 

The May/June 2017 WGE01 Question paper, mark scheme and examiner report are here.   

 

*Section A in a different document  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Exemplar scripts Section B 
 

Example 1 – Question 5 (a) 
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Mark Scheme  
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Student response:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 3 marks. 

This response scored 1 mark for AO1 and 2 marks for AO2. The AO1 mark was 
given because the answer was mainly lifts from the figure without any 
interpretation, e.g. “if all countries acted in this way global temperatures would 

increase by 3 - 4°”, therefore demonstrating isolated elements of geographical 
knowledge.  The response has some understanding (AO2) but this is fairly basic 

and has limited logical connections.  The final part of the response is not relevant 
to the question in the context of what has been written.  Overall this is a typical 

Level 1 response.  This answer could have been scored a greater mark in AO1 if 
they had been able to interpret the data e.g. inadequate action is being taken by 
oil producing countries.  An explanation of this idea, using examples, would have 

allowed an improvement in AO2 marks.   
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Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

This response was awarded 5 marks 
This response makes clear reference to the Figure and uses the groups as a basis 
to organise their answer.  It scores 2 marks for AO1 and 3 marks for AO2.  There 

is not a great deal of interpretation of the countries listed from the figure hence 
the score for AO1 – i.e. demonstrating geographical knowledge mostly relevant.  

There is, however, simplistic understanding but the examples given are generic.  
In some areas there are gaps in understanding and lack of coherence in 
connections made.  The answer could be improved if the supporting evidence was 

more clearly explained.  
 

 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 10 marks (full marks). 

The answer scores 5 for AO1 and 5 for AO2. The response displays a sound 
knowledge of the resource and a clear understanding of it.  All parts of the 
resource are used in the answer and there is evidence of interpretation of the 

resource e.g. “Russia and Saudi Arabia…..rely on their oil reserves to generate 
revenue”.  There is even a link to the fact that no country is willing to reduce 

temperatures by 2°C.  All of the points made have clear connections and good 
level of understanding.  They are backed up by clear supporting evidence to give 
a coherent interpretation of the resource.  This is a clear top Level 3 answer. 
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Example 2 – Question 5 (b). 
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Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 4 marks (Level 1). 
This response scored 1 for AO1 and 3 for AO2.  The knowledge shown by this 

response mainly identifies the different scales and methods for predicting and 
monitoring hazards, some of which are inaccurate, therefore, it scored in Level 1 

for AO1.  It has basic understanding of how these methods help reduce impact 
e.g. some evacuation / earthquake proof buildings.  There is a lack of coherence 
in argument and limited supporting evidence.  The candidate does show a basic 

range of points as understanding hence the score of 4 near the top of Level 1.  
This response could have been improved by developing examples of how the 

different methods of prediction and monitoring stated are applied and 
commenting on the relative successes to reduce disaster impact.  
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Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 20 marks (full marks) – Top Level 4. 
This answer scored 5 for AO1 and 15 marks for AO2. 

The response is well written given the time constraints of the exam.  This 
candidate has a good knowledge and understanding of the different methods of 

prediction and monitoring employed to reduce the impact of natural disasters, 
across a range of hazards. Points made are well supported with evidence, often in 
the form of located examples; e.g. recognition that number of natural hazards 

has increased from “10 in 1990s to 400 in the 2000s”.     This response has a 
clear link to reducing impact and organises their answer sub-dividing it into social 

and economic impact; the candidate recognises that improvements in monitoring 
systems are responsible for reduced death rate “even in LICs”.   An 
understanding of the temporal change “our ability to predict disasters also means 

future development can be strategically located in an area with less hazards”.  
Yet the candidate also understands that technological improvements may not be 

globally uniform “so even though we are able to predict…not all impacts can be 
lessened”.   Overall there is a clear understanding and the arguments made are 
supported by a rational conclusion which has a sense of judgement and is not just 

there as an overall add-on.  There is clear range and depth and attempt to 
evaluate throughout and this candidate appreciates that while we may have 

successes in some places that we can also have failures therefore assessing the 
extent of reducing hazards in different areas.  This is worthy of full marks. 
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Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 11 marks (bottom Level 3). 
This answer scored 4 for AO1 and 7 for AO2. It is clear upon reading this 

response that the candidate could have run out of time.  They demonstrate a 
geographical knowledge of prediction and monitoring technology (text alerts, 

evacuations procedure and warning sirens) in Japan but are limited when 
referring to the Philippines.  The paragraph on Japan has clear supporting 
evidence and evaluative comment throughout – as highlighted by the point about 

“monitoring technology is limited by the attitudes of people…..therefore elderly 
were unable to move to a safer location (in Sendai). Unfortunately while the 

comment on Japan was detailed the section on the Philippines was brief, with a 
general comment that “monitoring technology is relatively poor”.   
Due to the varying levels of completeness this answer top of Level2 bottom of 

level 3 as it has partial application to the question but unbalanced arguments and 
no overall concluding comment.   
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Example 3 – Question 6 (a) 
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21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



22 
 

Student responses: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 5 marks (Level 2). 

This answer scored 2 marks for A01 and 3 marks for AO2. 
This response has link to the resource and refers to Africa, Europe and Asia, 
though is a little descriptive in reference to the pattern.  They have some 

reasons, some of which are supported by evidence but there are inconsistencies 
in their understanding and in the example of Europe and Africa the reasoning is 

basic.  The example given for Asia, while detailed, is not relevant for 2015 when 
the resource was created and therefore it is fair to say that the candidate has 

partial understanding supported by some evidence.  
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Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 10 (full marks) – top Level 3. 
This response scored 5 marks for AO1 and 5 marks for AO2.  This candidate uses 

the resource and makes reference to all parts of it.  They make reference to the 
overall pattern and all continents and give valid reasons for them. In some cases 

clear supporting evidence is used and that a range of ideas are given and well 
connected.  Clear application and understanding so a concise full mark answer. 
 

 

 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 6 marks (Level 2). 
This answer scored 2 marks for AO1 and 4 marks for AO2.  This response shows 

evidence of clear understanding, however, makes implied reference to the 
diagram in places, and loses out on awarding of AO1 marks. Greater use of the 

resource and manipulation of the data and finding clearer links between the data 
and the reasons would surely have improved this mark.  The understanding and 
explanation of points made is however logical and relevant and in places 

supporting evidence is given though in places there is scope for development of 
the examples.  This answer has range but not depth. 
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Example 4 – Question 6 (b) 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response was awarded 5 marks (Level 1). 
This answer scored 2 marks for AO1 and 3 marks for AO2.  This response is 

largely focused on the positives and negatives of globalisation rather than the 
costs and benefits of globalisation for workers in developed and developing 
countries.  The response is fairly generic though it has some relevant knowledge 

and understanding of that despite the lack of specific focus on the question.  
There is limited supporting evidence shown keeping this quite generic overall.  

Therefore this scored top Level 1.  Greater reference to the benefit and costs to 
workers would improve this answer, as would a greater range of examples in 

support. 
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Student response: 
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Examiners comment: 

 
This response was awarded 17 (Level 3 marks). 
This answer scored 5 marks for AO1 and 12 marks for AO2. 

This response is clearly focused on all of the 4 aspects required from the 
question, the costs and benefits of globalisation for workers for both developed 

and developing countries.  The clear knowledge of costs and benefits means that 
this response will score full marks (5) for AO1. The response highlights a range of 
points many of them supported by examples therefore enabling it to reach Level 

3.  The arguments developed are logical and fairly balanced, even though there is 
greater depth on the cost / benefits in developing countries.  For example in 

developing countries the candidate recognises a positive is linked to the “setting 
up of SEZ’s allowing trade to increase rapidly and improve global connectivity”.    
The candidate also focuses well on the plight of developed workers and the 

impact of “factory workers losing their jobs” and the subsequent impact this may 
have on “local butcheries and fish markets”.   One major reason why this did not 

score higher is the lack of conclusion which could have offered the opportunity to 
clearly evaluate the points raised.   
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiners comment: 

This response was awarded 11 marks (bottom - Level 3) 
This response scored 4 marks for AO1 and 7 marks for AO2. 

This is a fairly short response but is too the point. There is a focus on workers 
however the response is unbalanced in favour of the developing countries.  In 
fact there is very little on the benefits of globalisation for workers in a developed 

country.  The response is supported throughout by examples and there are a 
range of points, however, there is often limited depth to the level of explanation.  

This response would have improved with coverage of costs and benefits of 
globalisation for workers for both developed and developing, with greater depth 

in some examples and with a conclusion that provided evaluative comment.   
 

 


