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Introduction 

 
This guide has been created using student responses to the 2017 International A Level Paper 1 

(WGEO/01).  The answers and examiner commentaries in this guide can be used to show the standards 

in the IAL Geography assessment. The guide will focus on a variety of questions across the paper.  From 

questions 1-4, in section A, focus is on questions which require students to apply their geographical 

skills, for example how to tackle describing distribution or interpreting scatter graphs, or how to apply 

knowledge and understanding of concepts to command words.  All aspects of Section B*, the extended 

writing topics, are covered to exemplify elements of good practice.  

Paper 1 Global Challenges focuses on the meaning, the causes and the management of global challenges 

as well as how we can influence global challenges through our own attitudes and actions.  There are two 

compulsory topics: 

1) Topic 1 – World at risk 

2) Topic 2 Going Global. 

Both topics are covered in sections A and B of the paper: 

 Section A: data response, knowledge based and level-marked questions 

 Section B: choice of World at Risk or Going Global longer essay questions. 

Paper 1 is worth 60% of the IAS total marks and 30% of the IAL total marks.  The examination is 1 hour 

and 45 minutes and totals 90 marks.  Section A is made up of 4 questions, broken down into MCQ, data-

response, short-answer and open-ended questions, each totalling 15 marks.  Section B comprises of 2 

extended writing questions, a 10 mark data response and a 20 mark essay question. 

Our command words are defined in our specification, please see page 95, and will remain the same for 

the lifetime of the specification. Questions will only ever use a single command word and command 

words are used consistently across question types and mark tariffs. 

 

This document should be used alongside other IAL Geography teaching and learning 

materials available on the website here. 

 

The May/June 2017 WGE01 Question paper, mark scheme and examiner report are here.   

 

 

* See section B exemplars in a separate document 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-advanced-levels/geography-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Exemplar scripts Section A 

 

Example 1 – Question 1aii 
 

1  Study Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(ii) Describe the pattern of risk from all hydro-meteorological hazards in Africa.  (2) 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response is awarded 2 marks. 
Clear pattern is evident in this answer.  Marks were awarded for “very high along 

parts of the east coast….near Indian ocean” and “very low risk…..in a lot of west 
Africa”.   
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 1 mark. 

Credit for the pattern of high risk along the east coast, but identification of a 
single place receives no credit because the question asks for pattern not focus on 
one area. 
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Example 2 – Question 1 (a) (iii) 
 

 

 

Mark scheme 

 

 

 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark. 
The candidate has a correct reason for drought, i.e. the shifting ITCZ, however 
does not explain this in the context of drought.  To improve the response, the 

candidate would need to say how the shifting ITCZ leads to reduced rainfall. The 
point on overgrazing alone does not score credit as the mark scheme states that 

‘causes must be physical in focus’. 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 1 mark. 
The candidate links to the idea of continentality but does not make this clear or 

how this may lead to drought. 
 

 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response is awarded 2 marks.   
The candidate identifies and describes a relevant cause of drought, in this case 

global warming.  This is linked to reduced rainfall as part of the explanation.  The 
candidate scores one mark for linking global warming to ‘higher temperatures in 

the area’.  The second mark, a development, is for understanding that this may 
lead to ‘high pressure and greater evaporation’.   This candidate has a clear cause 
and effect and a focus on drought. 
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Example 3 – Question 1 (b) 
 

 

Mark scheme 

 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 
Two human activities are both clearly explained, explicitly linking to how the risk 

of flooding will increase.  The candidate gives a basic idea e.g. “industrialisation 
leads to an increase in global temperature…..(resulting in) eustatic change”.  

They develop this with the point on sea level rise causing flooding in coastal 
areas”.  They have provided a basic and extended idea for both parts of their 
response. 

 
 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks. 
The candidate gives two relevant human activities as reasons but does not extend 
the explanation with how the flood risk will increase. 
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Example 4 – Question 1 (c) 
 

 

Mark Scheme  
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 

This is a good level 2 answer. The candidate has clear understanding of both 
constructive and destructive plate boundaries, however, does not reach level 3 as 
there is no explicit link to distribution.  There is good geographical understanding 

shown in the explanation of the plate boundaries e.g. “in destructive plate 
boundaries….denser oceanic crust is forced below the lighter continental crust”.    

Link to intra-plate hotspots or identification of where most active volcanism 
occurs i.e. Pacific Ring of Fire, would have improved this and enabled the answer 
to access Level 3 marks.  

 
 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 
This answer is a level 1 response, which identifies one setting for active volcanism 

and gives a basic understanding of it.  Greater range and depth would have 
improved this response, for example reference to divergent plate boundaries, 

intra-plate volcanism and reference to specific locations where we find these. 
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response was awarded 5 marks. 
There is a clear understanding of plate boundaries (similar to the example scoring 

4 marks).  However this candidate makes explicit link to Pacific Ring of Fire and 
coastal belts for the location.  Could have improved with reference to volcanic 
activity not situated on plate boundaries, for example intra-plate (hotspot) 

volcanism so that the candidate has the broad range required for 6 marks. 
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Example 5 – Question 2 (a) (ii) 
Study Figure 2 in the Resource booklet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Scheme 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 

The answer provides   a comparison of 1993 and 2013 throughout.  The 
candidate provides a comparison of the overall change as well as the changes in 
three of the countries from the Figure.  The candidate scores marks by identifying 

that overall levels had increased; that China has had the biggest increase; that 
the changes in the USA saw a similar rise and fall; and that Germany had 

encountered a reduction in emissions. 
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response was awarded 2 marks. 
The candidate only focuses on changes in two countries shown on the figure, 
despite having clear comparison between 1993 and 2013, and is therefore 

rewarded only for the changes given.  The answer could have been improved by 
the candidate referring to changes in USA and India. 
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Example 6 – Question 2 (a) (iii) 
 

 

Mark Scheme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response is awarded 1 mark. 
Suggestions needed to be relevant in accounting for the changes in emissions.  

The comment about Kyoto commitments is valid, however, there is no 
explanation of how it would lead to a change in emissions, so the first part of the 

answer scores 1 mark.  The comment on China is not correct and so the second 
part of the answer scores 0. 
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response scored 4 marks. 

The candidate has two valid reasons and in both cases makes an explicit link to 
how they have changed the overall emissions.  The use of the conjunction ‘which’ 
in this case shows how the student identifies a reason and can determine its 

relevance in changing emissions. 
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Example 7 – Question 3 (a) (ii) 
 

Study Figure 3 in the Resource Booklet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Scheme  
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Student response: 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This responses was awarded 1 mark. 
The candidate identifies communication as a reason for internet use, but does not 
clearly link the reason to how it will manage production. 

 
 

Student response: 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 

The reason of online communication / ordering online to use the internet is linked 
to a valid extension that this will improve efficiency (i.e. be “more convenient”). 
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Example 8 – Question 3 (a) (iii)  
 

 

Mark Scheme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response is awarded 1 mark. 
A valid reason of reducing time of travel / friction of distance but no a 
clear extension to show how this contributes to globalisation for the 

second mark. 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This candidate scores 0 marks. 
The candidate does not answer the question and provides no clear link to how the 

aircraft will contribute to globalisation. 
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 
There is a clear link between the movement and the spread of culture which 

allows this candidate to score full marks.  It is important on 2 mark questions 
that the answer is both relevant and that there has been linkages made between 

the point and the question. 
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Example 9 – Question 3 (b) 
 

 

Mark scheme  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 
 

This response was awarded 1 mark. 
This candidate offers little in the way of explanation.  Both of their points are 
related to the same benefit – i.e. reduced tariffs.  Therefore only one mark was 

awarded.  This response could be improved through identification of a different 
reason such as trade blocs encouraging the free movement of people, or by 

extending the reason given to say why there is a benefit to joining the trade bloc. 
 



21 
 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment 

 
This response was awarded 4 marks. 

Two clear reasons are given (reduced tariffs and freedom of movement) and in 
both cases the reasons are clearly extended, hence full marks.  These answers 
are similar to items 1b and 2aiii in that they are rewarded with two mini 

explanations.  Therefore answers should have equal weighting in explanation for 
each point made. 

 
 

Student response: 
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Examiner comment: 

 
This response scores 4 marks. 
Two clear reasons, both concisely written but both relevant and clearly linked to 

the benefit of joining free trade blocs.  The reasons credited are “free movement 
of labour” and (reduced) “tariffs and quotas”.  The first point is extended; 

“allowing workers to move…to take available jobs”.  The second point on tariff 
reduction is extended as it allows “trade to occur without disruption” – implying 
increased efficiency in the trade process. 
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Example 10 – Question 3 (c) 
 

 

Mark Scheme 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response scored 0 marks. 

The question asks an understanding of how globalisation impacts the local 
environment.  In this case the response is entirely focused on the human impact 
– with focus on loss of traditions and economic impacts.  The response required 

some focus on the environmental impact and there is none unfortunately in this 
case. 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 

This was fairly typical response which had a mixed focus on the question.  The 
first part of the answer has some descriptive understanding of general 
environmental impacts linked to globalisation.  However this is followed by the 

social and economic impacts of globalisation.  Therefore, this narrow range of 
geographical ideas was limited to Level 1.  To access Level 2 the candidate could 

have given a greater range of environmental impacts, or could have given greater 
detail in the examples offered, perhaps supported by case examples. 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 6 marks. 

This is a high level 3 answer which has clear focus on the environmental impact.  
The candidate has a good range in the number of impacts – pressure on green 
belt, emissions, illegal dumping, pollution of water and noise pollution. In each 

case the link to globalisation is evident and in some cases there is supporting 
evidence from the examples used.  This candidate demonstrates geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout. 
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Example 11 – Question 4 (a) (ii) 
Study Figure 4 in the Resource Booklet 
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 1 mark. 
The response shows that the relationship is clearly identified.  However the 

examples do not add to the identification of a positive relationship.  The final 
sentence made is simply repetition of the earlier identified relationship but 

mirrored. 
 

 

 

Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner response: 
 

This response was awarded 3 marks. 
The identification of the positive relationship is clear in the first sentence.  

However, further credit is gained as a result of identifying Sri Lanka as the 
anomaly and saying why it is an anomaly.   
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Student response: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

 
This response was awarded 2 marks. 

The candidate identifies the positive relationship in the first sentence, as most 
candidates were able to do.  They gain further credit with their analytical 
grouping of the lower income countries.  This would have scored 3 if they could 

have developed the comment on Japan – perhaps by suggesting the rate in the 
relationship levelled off with more developed nations. 

 
 


