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SECTION A

Compulsory topics and synoptic question

You must use the Resource Booklet.

Answer ALL questions in this section. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

A1: Atmosphere and Weather Systems

1 Using Figure 1, suggest reasons for the very different impacts of these three tropical 
cyclones.
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(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)



*P71136A0720* Turn over     

7

 

 

  

Synoptic question

You should use relevant knowledge and understanding from Unit 1 and Unit 3 (topics A1 
and A2) to answer this question.

3 Evaluate the view that global warming is the most important factor increasing the 
risk of disasters caused by extreme weather.
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SECTION B

Resource options

Answer ONE question in this section – EITHER Question 4 OR Question 5.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Write your answer in the space provided.

If you answer Question 4 put a cross in the box  .

B1: Energy Security

4 To what extent is the use of energy resources decided mainly by public perception 
and their economic cost?

(20)
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If you answer Question 5 put a cross in the box  .

B2: Water Conflicts

5 To what extent is water insecurity caused mainly by climate and local geology?
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SECTION C

Economic and Political options

You must use the Resource Booklet.

Answer ONE question in this section – EITHER Question 6 OR Question 7.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Write your answers in the spaces provided.

If you answer Question 6 put a cross in the box  .

C1: Superpower Geographies

6 (a) Using Figure 3, suggest environmental impacts of the projected changes to these 
middle class numbers.

(5)
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16

 

 

  

 (b) Using named examples, assess the strengths and weaknesses of emerging 
superpowers.
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(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)
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If you answer Question 7 put a cross in the box  .

C2: Bridging the Development Gap

7 (a) Using Figure 4, suggest the impacts on people of changes to the numbers living 
in poverty.

(5)
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 (b) Using named examples, assess the strengths and weaknesses of bottom-up 
development projects.
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(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C= 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 90 MARKS



Turn over     

Paper
reference

 

*P71136A*

Resource Booklet
Do not return this Booklet with the question paper.

Geography
International Advanced Level
PAPER 3: Contested Planet

WGE03/01Time 2 hours

Pearson Edexcel International Advanced Level

P71136A
©2023 Pearson Education Ltd.

J:1/1/1



  

2 P71136A

SECTION A

A1: Atmosphere and Weather Systems

The following resource relates to Question 1.

Cyclone 
Vayu 

150 km/h 
970 mb Cyclone 

Fani
215 km/h 
932 mb

Cyclone 
Idai

195 km/h 
940 mb

INDIAN
OCEAN

N

Cyclone
XXXX

XXX km/h
XXX mb

Key
Cyclone source

Tropical cyclone name

Maximum sustained wind speed 
in kilometres per hour

Minimum air pressure in millibars

Cyclone track

Tropical 
cyclone 
name

Countries affected Estimated number 
of people affected 

(million)

Estimated 
deaths

Estimated 
economic 

losses  
(US $ billion)

Idai Mozambique, Malawi, 
Madagascar, Zimbabwe 3 1,303 2.0

Vayu India 0.3 8 0.014

Fani Sri Lanka, India, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan 28 89 8.1

Figure 1

Data for three Indian Ocean tropical cyclones in 2019
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A2: Biodiversity Under Threat

The following resource relates to Question 2 (a).

Change to
forest area
(millions of
hectares)

–6

–5

–4

–3

–2

–1

0

1

2

Europe North America
and Central

America

South America Africa

Key

1990–1999 2000–2009 2010–2019

A�orestation

Deforestation

Figure 2

Changes to forest area for four global regions 1990 to 2019
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SECTION C

C1: Superpower Geographies

The following resource relates to Question 6 (a).

Global region Middle class in 
2015 (millions)

Middle class 
projected to 2030 

(millions)

Percentage % 
increase 2015 to 

2030

Europe 724 733 1 

Asia-Pacific 1,380 3,492 153 

Sub-Saharan Africa 114 212 86 

Middle class is defined as people who have an income of between $11 and $110 per day.

Figure 3

Number of middle class people for three global regions in 2015, projected to 2030
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C2: Bridging the Development Gap

The following resource relates to Question 7 (a).

Global region People living in 
poverty 2002 

(millions)

People living in 
poverty 2015 

(millions)

Percentage % 
change 2002 to 

2015

South Asia 555 274 −51

East Asia and the 
Pacific 549 47 −91

Sub-Saharan Africa 391 413 +6

Poverty is defined as people who have an income of less than $1.90 per day.

Figure 4

Number of people living in poverty for three global regions in 2002 and 2015
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