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Introduction

The paper contributes to 50% of the overall award. The assessment consists of four questions
and candidates must answer all questions. The details of the assessment content are provided in
the specification. Centres are to use this, rather than other published resources, when planning
the course content.

This area of study comprises a study in-depth of Islam as a lived religion in the United Kingdom
and throughout the world. There are four sections: Muslim Beliefs, Philosophy of Religion, Living
the Muslim Life, and Equality. Candidates studied Islam within the context of the wider British
society.

Please note:
AO stands for 'Assessment Objective'

SPaG stands for 'Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar'
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Question 1(a)
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Muslim Beliefs.
Bullet point 1.8

Akhirah: Akhirah: Muslim teachings about life after death; the nature of judgement, paradise and
hell; how they are shown in the Qur‘an, including Surah 17:49-72; divergent ways in which
Muslim teachings about life after death affect the life of a Muslim today.

The question asked was:

‘Outline three ways paradise is described in the Qur'an.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.
GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a list.

Outline 3 characteristics of Allah:

Allah is creator (1 mark)

Allah is creator, judge and lawgiver (1 mark for list or sentence)

Allah is creator, busy and distant (1 mark for the sentence identifying one correct piece of
information)

Creator, judge, lawgiver (1 mark for list)
Creator, busy, distant (0 Marks)

Candidates should write in three separate sentences: this ensures correct responses are credited
fully and avoids losing marks for writing in list format.

1 (a) Outline three ways paradise is described in the Qur'an.
: T (3)
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The candidate outlines three ways in three separate sentences, 3 marks:
+ Way one 'anything they want' (1)
+ Way two 'eternal' (1)

« Way three 'happy, joyful' (1)

P
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| Examiner Tip

Use three separate paragraphs, as in this example.
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1 (a) Outline three ways paradise is described in the Quran.
(3)

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three ways in three separate sentences, 3 marks:

« Way one 'eternal' (1)
« Way two 'peaceful' (1)

+ Way three 'perfect’ (1)

Q) ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip
Candidates should write three separate sentences.

Further detail is not needed on (a) items.
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Question 1(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Muslim Beliefs.
Bullet point 1.7

al-Qadr: the nature and importance of Predestination for Muslims; how al-Qadr and human
freedom relates to the Day of Judgement, including reference to Sahih alBukhari 78:685;
divergent understandings of predestination in Sunni and Shi'a Islam; the implications of belief
in al-Qadr for Muslims today.

The question asked was:
'Explain two ways belief in predestination may affect a Muslim’s life’

Development may be extra information, extra reasoning, quotes or examples. It must link to the
point being made.
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(b) Explain two ways belief in predestination may affect a Muslim’s life. Qmeiparence
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways:
Way One

« ‘positively’ (1) this is developed by

+ ‘comfort in knowing' (1)
Way Two

* ‘have a strong faith in Allah’ (1) this is reverse-developed by

+ 'know and predestine everything’ (1)
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(b) Explain two ways belief in predestination may affect a Muslim’s life.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed ways:
Way One

* 'never feel stressed’ (1) this is developed by

+ ‘planned everything out’ (1)
Way Two

+ ‘live in the moment’ (1) this is reverse-developed by

* 'no control’ (1)
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Question 1(c)
Candidates were assessed on Section One: Muslim Beliefs.

Bullet point 1.1 The Six Beliefs of Islam: their nature, history and purpose, including Kitab al-iman
1:4; how they are understood and expressed in Sunni and Shi'a Muslim communities today;
the importance of these principles for Muslims.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two ways the Six Beliefs are shown in Muslim communities.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for four marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked. The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a
source of wisdom’, which must support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice.
Therefore, if it is used as development, it does not gain a second mark for the source.

GENERIC advice for centres to what constitutes a source of wisdom

If the candidate stated that the source of wisdom was from the Qur'an and then paraphrased or
quoted something else from Hadith, it was not credited.

If the candidate gave the paraphrase or quote (eg from hadith) and then put an incorrect source
(Qur'an 2:18) in brackets it was awarded and the bracketed reference was ignored.

If a candidate quoted Muhammad and it was Ali or vice versa, and the quote was not accredited
to them, it was not credited.

The candidate did not have to reference a quote or quote it word for word.

If a candidate gave the right source but the wrong chapter/verse within the correct source then
the reference still gained the mark.

There are alternative interpretations of the hadith. Examiners use their judgement when
searching for phrases and quotes and take into account that the Arabic can be interpreted
differently by different sources.

Candidates may use different Qur'an and hadith interpretations. Many candidates were not able
to achieve full marks due to the lack of a source of wisdom.

References to sources of wisdom do not need to quote directly but can paraphrase.
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7 7 i
(c) Explain two ways the Six Beliefs are shown in Muslim mn'urnl.;rrli:l«»,""";:"'l“";A'ar
In your answer you must refer to a source ofwlsdom andeuumc‘omy ~6

... Junet - la le Qlen ir. Sio fot %c.u' o Gad - Allet? Tl
rews o Muglis oy btshy. O God o s Al avitor
Al hes po ot et ﬂ"""m

10 GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C



%

\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

The candidate receives 5 marks.

The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way.

Way One

* ‘worshipping the same one and only’ (1) this is developed by
+ reference to a source of wisdom Qur‘an ‘no God but Allah’ (1) further developed by

* 'no other partners’ (1)
Way Two

* ‘lots of Qur‘ans’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘guide Muslims’ (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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(c) Explain two ways the Six Beliefs are shown in Muslim communities.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and author ItyT.—,Mai

(5)
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The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way.

Way One

* ‘teaching young children’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom:
Qur'an

+ ‘Read in the name’ (1) further developed by

* ‘spreading Allah's message’ (1)
Way Two

* ‘recite the Shahadah'’ (1) this is developed by

« ‘Allah is only one' (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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Question 1(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section One: Muslim Beliefs

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates were
assessed on AO2, analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief. This constitutes 50% of the
overall mark.

The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the arguments for and against and reach a
justified conclusion - there must be some consideration of the arguments (appraise, judge the
value of the arguments to reach the higher levels).

Some candidates gave good answers, citing reasons for and against but not developing them into
chains of reasoning and not considering the value of them or analysing/evaluating them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments, limiting candidates'
progression to the highest level.

Many centres have continued the use of writing frames to encourage appraisal, but many of the
candidates did not appear to understand the demands of the skill required, resulting in many
formulaic sentences added to what is often good basic knowledge reflecting AO1, not AO2.

Stating that an argument was strong or weak was the most common way to attempt appraisal,
but it was often unsuccessful because candidates often repeated previous points or added a new
argument, rather than appraising them.

Some candidates wrote 'This is a strong argument because ...' and repeated the previous point or
gave another point or reason referring to the statement, not the argument itself.

In other examples, candidates wrote 'This is a weak argument because...' and gave generic
statements such as, ‘it's not in the Qur‘an’. The majority of answers did not address the reasons
for the diversity within the beliefs of Islam.

In some cases, candidates focussed on the strength/weakness of an argument but had not
demonstrated any understanding of religion and belief.

Bullet point 1.3

The nature of Allah: how the characteristics of Allah are shown in the Qur’an and why they
are important; Tawhid (oneness), including Surah 16:35-36, immanence, transcendence,
omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice, Adalat in Shi'a Islam.
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The question asked was:

“The Qur'an is the best way to understand the characteristics of Allah.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and receive a best-fit mark according to
the levels descriptors.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C 15
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling,
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology.
*(d) “The Qur’an Is the besf way to understand the characteristics of Allah.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
« refer to Muslim teachings
reach a justified conclusion.

LlMe WMy WMy QUgue  paak e Quuordn ag be bese  uudy b6

.....................................

undentand WM ChoraeRE ol pUoW b 1k U b duhe and

eUnaL MGG KU WM YU Budh . The

. d s COgeier ) wedke  dak
voven oo BT e caume e—brodte

LeachnGl  abille  RUdW'S

AU MEUMAG Bl NAAEd AP
Wi bt W @ wwd ggumene  al we wides  hdw twe

GUCON G Ye  EWAL  SWe  oF owddnG gWin WM Bl e

WAy to gun  Wauwwdge  dbulk  AUAR'S | OMIND GERS e

e
wmae  awilke l

and WG ptenuics. one  GF the A4 AWML LS U RL-pdL”
e means  Buah € ywe waith  beAodes MMAUMG b dlse Sthg

o AR and | always PemMde  EOMESS | af IMMALMS QEbeMPE
Nletie  BUakh and  SPUUONY  conhedk
GG QUguunene A AAUWG Oy LW MOe  Wollke gl ande

M W nanduenias eo guade  awe gl w1 kel ity U -

16 GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C



“sm PN MOy dASD agwe chat Yo ﬁ?u.lld.ﬁ u ﬂ-ﬂ bele wiy tu

Wndeodnd  auN 05 b U peaet and  haymie ween  duoked  unke ay
Ok vhe Gy Wdy BWM: The QUM (ROREE Y Gud b ane | oud ke

gemal . (MG reddngs  MUCWME  Wiak AUGK ane  dnd  ene  agioudal

UV g pusched o (lwine e gnd tw pellel  wnak WMULLM § hae
QWC AU to prett ik ovinlbenevdene  as el el o his

QOOMN . Thl) K ¢ (kg wguxmw,a.st»tm how baumsm

.........................

beto way o undexdnd bhe UGS  of  auah  bewlwe  tray
ohey PUARG  wumwmondd  and  (hvad  aedges xo  MUALWS  The

QU ‘an ket w0k gl  Jb odeed propkee  Muhamsuad.

“pgad N O WM G Oy od L TR Wet Ot MWLM

dpeMp  (PUMUAL quu and mwuﬂtun twwigh  the - angel  ad
ey Quibe ve  wuWa  wmmah  and | duoos  mus o
Culy e  fU MU peaen  Thl W G gldle  gRMEnt af the

Qngel Al Wenered Wi vhe  Qua'Gn wMuh a6 eacke( alilt Righ

10 Wagude, B Guign U (ke bch: wagtounumcam Buah

.. botoe M 49 names e mmq. vhoto  anl

oy ave ey Hao  Quagn whicw  Wolpe M wndeniand

AU prejenty U eelr  dotly e Ywiigh i @angpuent
L MAE

GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C 17



M,

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response reaches Level 4, 10 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different views on the best
source on Allah's characteristics. In the first part they present a supporting argument about
the role of the Qur'an in showing Allah’s nature.

They then attempt appraisal, which is merely explaining a reason in support of the
argument. The candidate offers further arguments for and against the statement with
attempts at appraisal that add further arguments, not evaluation of the previous
argument/evidence.

In the final argument against the statement the candidate offers angels as an alternative
source of information on Allah’s characteristics. This is then appraised in a basic way by
stating that it is the Qur'an that teaches about angels as well as about Allah.

The appraisal is not merely adding another argument (which would mean the response
would be Level 3) but is directly judging the previous argument. However, this is basic so
achieves the lowest mark in Level 4.

To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

* Include further judgement of evidence

+ Develop the appraisal further

18
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*(d) “The Qur'an is the best way to understangthe characteristics of Allah¥
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
- refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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Examiner Comments

The response reaches Level 4, 10 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different Muslim views,
showing thorough knowledge and diversity of beliefs.

In the first part they present a well-developed argument about the the role of the 99 names
of Allah from the Qur’‘an as a way of understanding Allah.

They then attempt appraisal. However, this is not successful because they merely add a
different opposing argument about the Qur'an not being easy to understand due to being in
Arabic.

This opposing argument is then directly countered by suggesting that there are Qur‘ans in
other and more modern languages available. The appraisal is not merely adding another
argument (which would mean the response would be Level 3) but is directly judging the
previous argument. The appraisal directly refutes the evidence presented in the previous
argument showing why the argument is not valid.

On page 2 the candidate goes on to offer further arguments for and against, and attempts
appraisal that merely adds more information that supports the argument, rather than
judges its validity.

To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

¢ Include further judgement of evidence

+ Develop the appraisal further

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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Question 2(a)
Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion.
Bullet point 2.3

Miracles as proof of the existence of Allah: the nature and importance of miracles in Islam; the
Qur‘an as a miracle, including Surah 17:84-89; examples of miracles; reasons why they might
lead to belief in the existence of Allah; Muslim responses to non-religious arguments (including
atheist and Humanist) which maintain that miracles can be scientifically explained and provide no
proof that Allah exists; divergent understandings of what miracles show about the nature of Allah
for Muslims.

The question asked was:
‘Outline three reasons Muslims believe the Qur'an is a miracle.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

2 (a) Outline three reasons Muslims believe the Qur'an is a miracle,
(3)
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/--.. Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three reasons in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

« Reason one 'through an angel' (1)
+ Reason two 'able to read the Qur‘an' (1)

* Reason three 'hasn’t changed' (1)
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2 (a) Outline three reasons Muslims believe the Qur'an is a miracle.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three reasons in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

+ Reason one 'through angel' (1)
+ Reason two 'being illiterate' (1)

* Reason three 'by Allah' (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C 23



Question 2(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion.
Bullet point 2.7

Visions as proof of the existence of Allah: the nature and importance of visions in Islam;
Qur’anic examples of visions, including Surah 19:16-22; reasons why they might lead to belief in
the existence of Allah, and Muslim responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and
Humanist) which maintain that visions are hallucinations and provide no proof that Allah exists;
divergent understandings of what visions show about the nature of Allah for Muslims, with
reference to Sunni, Shi'a and Sufi Islam.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two reasons why visions are important to Muslims.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.
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(b) Explain two reasons why visions are important to Muslims.
(4)
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Examiner Comments
The candidate gives two developed reasons, 4 marks.
Reason One

+ ‘proof of God's existence’ (1) this is developed by

+ 'strengthen their faith’ (1)

Reason Two

+ ‘understand more about’ (1) this is developed by

+ 'omnipotence’ (1)
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(b) Explain two reasons why visions are important to Muslims.

<gz ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed reasons, 4 marks.
Reason One

+ 'signs which may be from Allah’ (1) this is developed by
* ‘change your life’ (1)

Reason Two

* ‘give a message’ (1) this is developed by

* 'happy with them’ (1)
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Question 2(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion.
Bullet point 2.8

The different practical and philosophical solutions offered to the problem of suffering and Allah
as compassionate within Islam: Qur'anic, including Surah 2:151-177; theoretical and practical
responses, including life as a test, prayer and charity; divergent understandings within Islam of
their success in solving the problem.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two ways Muslims may respond to the problem of suffering.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for four marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples. The development must be of the reason
given and to the question asked. The reasons then should be supported with a ‘reference to a
source of wisdom’ which must support the reason given and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore,
if it is used as development, it does not gain a second mark for the source.

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C 27



(c) Explain two ways Muslims may respond to the problem of suffering.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way, 5 marks.

Way One

+ ‘give to the poor’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom: Qur'an

+ ‘give Zakah' (1) further developed by ‘donating to charities’ (1)
Way Two

+ ‘praying to Allah’ (1) this is developed by
+ ‘talk to Allah about your suffering’ (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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(c) Explain two ways Muslims may respond to the problem of suffering.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way.

Way One

* ‘praying to God' (1) this is developed by
« ‘asking for forgiveness' (1) further developed by reference to a source of wisdom: Qur'an

* ‘remember Ayub’ (1)
Way Two

* ‘part of the test’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘test their patience ' (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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Question 2(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Two: Philosophy of Religion.

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark. The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the
arguments for and against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration
of the arguments (appraise the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Some candidates gave good answers giving basic developed reasons for and against but not
developing them into chains of reasoning or analysing or evaluating them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting candidates'
progression to the higher levels.

(d) items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and given a 'best-fit' according to the
level descriptors.

Bullet point 2.4

Muslim attitudes towards religious experiences and their use as philosophical arguments for the
existence of Allah: the nature of a religious experience; Surah 2:118; divergent understandings of
the nature and importance of religious experiences in Islam, with reference to Sunni, Shia and
Sufi Islam; Muslim responses to non-religious (including atheist and Humanist) arguments
that religious experiences do not provide proof that Allah exists.

The question asked was:

“Religious experiences are real.”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

* refer to Muslim teachings
+ refer to non-religious points of view

* reach a justified conclusion.
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(d) “Religious experiences are real.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

+ refer to non-religious points of view
+ reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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Examiner Comments

This response reaches Level 3, 9 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different views, showing sound
knowledge of diversity of beliefs.

On the first page they present an argument with a number of examples of religious
experiences. The candidate then goes on to present non-religious arguments against the
statement, referring to the lack of evidence and alternate explanations.

The understanding of Islamic beliefs is sound with developed chains of reasoning so the
response moves up to the highest mark of Level 3.

To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

¢ Include more depth in explanations

+ Appraise the evidence and include more judgements

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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(d) “Religious experiences are real”

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:
+  refer to Muslim teachings

« refer to non-religious points of view
« reach a justified conclusion.

(12)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gains Level 3, 9 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different Muslim and non-
religious views, a requirement of this question, showing sound knowledge of diversity of
beliefs.

In the first paragraph they present an argument about the power of Allah and the evidence
of religious experiences in the Qur‘an.

On the second page they offer arguments against the statement from a non-religious point
of view about the lack of evidence and alternative explanations.

The understanding of Islamic beliefs is sound so the response moves up to the highest mark
of Level 3. To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

+ Appraise the arguments by evaluating the evidence

38
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Question 3(a)
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Muslim Life
Bullet point 3.7

Jihad: the origins, meaning and significance of Jihad in Islam; divergent understandings of Jihad
within Islam, including the difference between lesser and greater Jihad; the conditions for
declaration of lesser Jihad, including reference to Surah 2:190-194 and 22:39; the importance of
Jihad in the life of Muslims.

The question asked was:
‘Outline three Muslim beliefs about greater Jihad.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

3 (a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about greater Jihad.
(3)

Fitstly onc mushm I:Eht# Qboud _qregtter jibed 1's
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\/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

+ Belief one 'daily struggle' (1)
+ Belief two 'internal battle' (1)

+ Belief three 'more important than lesser Jihad' (1)
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C[\O-

(a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about greater Jihad.

(3)
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

* Belief one 'personal conflict/struggle' (1)
+ Belief two 'daily thing' (1)

* Belief three 'tests Muslims on their imaan' (1)

40
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Question 3(b)
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Muslim Life
Bullet point 3.6

Hajj as one of the Five Pillars: the nature, role, origins and significance of Hajj, including Surah
2:124-130 and 22:25-30; how Hajj is performed and why Hajj is important for Muslims; benefits
and challenges of performing Haijj for Muslims.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two challenges a Muslim may face in attending Hajj.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two’ on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.
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(b) Explain two challenges a Muslim may face in attending Hajj.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed challenges, 4 marks

Challenge One

* ‘pushed and barged ' (1) this is developed by
* ‘getinjured’ (1)

Challenge Two

« ‘financially stable ' (1) this is developed by
* ‘not afford’ (1)
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(b) Explain two challenges a Muslim may face in attending Hajj.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed challenges, 4 marks.
Challenge One

* ‘extreme heat’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘unable to cope’ (1)
Challenge Two

+ ‘expensive price ' (1) this is developed by

« ‘afford’ (1)
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Question 3(c)
Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Muslim Life

Bullet point 3.1

Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi‘a Islam: their nature, history and purpose of the Ten Obligatory
Acts; the diversity of practice and importance of Ten Obligatory Acts for Shi'a Muslims today; their
basis in the Qur'an, including reference to Surah 9:71-73; divergent understandings of these
principles within Sunni Islam, including links with the Five Pillars.

The question asked was:
'Explain two ways Muslims can fulfil the Ten Obligatory Acts.
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked. The reasons then
should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the reason given
and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a second
mark for the source.
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In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way, 5 marks.

Way One

* 'to pray’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom: Qur'an
* ‘bow down’ (1) further developed by

* ‘strengthens your connection’ (1)
Way Two

* ‘give 2.5%’ (1) this is developed by
* ‘giving zakat' (1)
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(c) Explain two ways Muslims can fulfil the Ten Obligatory Acts.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed way with reference to a source of wisdom and another
developed way, 5 marks.

Way One

+ ‘daily prayers’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom: Qur‘an
+ ‘those who bow’ (1) further developed by

* ‘'strengthen the relationship’ (1)
Way Two

« ‘through Zakah' (1) this is developed by
* ‘giving to charity’ (1)
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Question 3(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Three: Living the Muslim Life

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the d items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark. The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the
arguments for and against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration
of the arguments (appraise the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Some candidates gave basic developed answers giving reasons for and against but not analysing
or evaluating them. They also did not show the ability to develop the arguments into chains of
reasoning.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students’
progression to the higher level.

‘d’ items are marked using a levels-based mark schem and given a 'best fit' mark according to the
levels descriptors.

Bullet point 3.2 Shahadah as one of the Five Pillars: the nature, role and significance of Shahadah
for Sunni and Shi'a Muslims, including reference to Surah 3:17-21; why reciting Shahadah is
important for Muslims, and its place in Muslim practice today.

The question asked was:

“Belief in the Shahadah is all that a Muslim needs to live the Muslim life.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

+ refer to Muslim teachings

* reach a justified conclusion.

There are 3 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar on Q03(d), SPaG
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*(d) “Belief in the Shahadah is all that a Muslim needs to live the Muslim life.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

refer to Muslim teachings

« reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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Examiner Comments

This response reaches Level 4, 10 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different Muslim views,
showing sound knowledge of diversity of beliefs.

In the first paragraph they present a supporting argument about the importance of the
Shahadah as a foundational belief.

They go on to attempt appraisal but this is not successful because they merely add another
point to the same argument.

The candidate then goes on to present an opposing argument that Salah is the most
important due to its role in controlling behaviour. The candidate appraises this argument in
a basic way by refuting this argument with a counter point, making a judgement about the
validity of the previous point.

The candidate gives further arguments for and against, including statements that suggest
appraisal, which are, in fact, merely adding further points to the existing argument.

The previous appraisal is basic so the response moves up to the lowest level of Level 4.
To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

« Develop the appraisal by making judgements about the quality of the
arguments/evidence

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C
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*(d) “Belief in the Shahadah is all that a Muslim needs to live the Muslim life”
I e ¥ S i V1 V P
J Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

Lluj]' In your response you must:
+ refer to Muslim teachings
+ reach a justified conclusion.
(15)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gains Level 3, 9 marks because:

The candidate gives two sides of the argument and refers to different Muslim views,
showing knowledge of diversity of beliefs.

In the first part they present a supporting argument about the Shahadah incorporating the
essence of Islam. The candidate then offers an argument against stating the importance of
Salah as an alternative.

On page 2 the candidate offers further arguments, both for and against, that show sound
knowledge but no appraisal.

To gain a higher mark the candidate would have needed to:

* Include judgement of evidence

+ Develop appraisal by evaluating strengths and weaknesses of the points made

54
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Question 4(a)
Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality
Bullet point 4.7

Muslim attitudes to social justice: Muslim teachings and responses to and teachings about the
nature of the distribution of wealth and opportunity in the UK and the world; Muslim teaching
about social justice, including Surah 7:155-157; the different ways Muslims work for social
justice; links to situation ethics and Muslim responses to them.

The question asked was:
‘Outline three Muslim beliefs about social justice.'

Candidates are asked to ‘Outline’ on (a) items. Therefore, lists can reach a maximum of one mark.

4 (a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about sacial justice.
(3)
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/---. Examiner Comments

The candidate outlines three beliefs in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

+ Belief one 'be equal' (1)
+ Belief two 'strive for it' (1)

+ Belief three 'loving to another' (1)
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4 (a) Outline three Muslim beliefs about social justice.

Examiner Comments

+ The candidate outlines three beliefs in three separate sentences, 3 marks.

+ Belief one 'no difference' (1)
+ Belief two 'humans are as equal' (1)

+ Belief three 'no discrimination' (1)

56
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Question 4(b)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality
Bullet point 4.4

Muslim attitudes to prejudice and discrimination: Muslim teachings and responses to the nature
of prejudice and discrimination, including Surah 49:13, and the problems they cause, including
links to situation ethics; Muslim teachings on why prejudice and discrimination against religions is
wrong.

The question asked was:
‘Explain two problems discrimination may cause for Muslims."'

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (b) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked.
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‘ (b) Explain two problems discrimination may cause for Muslims.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed problems, 4 marks

Problem One

+ ‘shunned from society’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘retaliate with violence’ (1)
Problem Two

+ ‘lose their faith’ (1) this is developed by

 ‘don't feel welcome’ (1)
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(b) Explain two problems discrimination may cause for Muslims.
(4)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives two developed problems, 4 marks

Problem One

+ ‘lack of worship mosques’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘can't participate in worship’ (1)
Problem Two

+ ‘lack of opportunities’ (1) this is developed by

+ ‘won't be able to get jobs’ (1)
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Question 4(c)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four : Equality
Bullet point 4.3

Muslim attitudes towards religious freedom: different Muslim teachings and responses to the
nature and importance of religious freedom, including Surah 2:255-257; the divergent responses
of Muslims to a multi-faith society; the benefits and challenges for Muslims living in a multi-faith
society; Muslim responses to non-religious arguments (including atheist and Humanist)
against aspects of religious freedom.

The question asked was:

‘Explain two Muslim responses to non-religious arguments against freedom of religion. In your
answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.’

Candidates are asked to ‘Explain two' on (c) items. Therefore, two reasons are required, and both
need to be developed for 4 marks. Development consists of a piece of extra information, a
reference to a source of wisdom, a quote or examples.

The development must be of the reason given and to the question asked. The reasons then
should be supported with a ‘reference to a source of wisdom’, this must support the reason given
and cannot be awarded twice. Therefore, if it is used as development it does not gain a second
mark for the source.
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(c) Explai Musli to non-religious arguments
Ex n two Muslim responses to not ous a against freedom

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority.
(5)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed response with reference to a source of wisdom and
another developed response, 5 marks.

Response One

« ‘allowed’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom: Qur‘an
* ‘you have your religion’ (1)

+ further developed by ‘without any forcement’ (1)
Response Two

* ‘not allowed’ (1) this is developed by
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* ‘only Islam is the true religion’ (1)

(c) Explain two Muslim responses to non-religious arguments against freedom
of religion.

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and. au‘l:horliy.
(5)
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments

The candidate gives one developed response with reference to a source of wisdom and
another developed response, 5 marks.

Response One

* ‘believe in religious freedom’ (1) this is developed by reference to a source of wisdom:
Qur'an

* ‘he believes in his religion’ (1) further developed by

+ ‘practice their faith freely’ (1)
Response Two

* ‘criticise religious freedom’ (1) this is developed by

* ‘leave the fold' (1)

GCSE Religious Studies B 1RBO 3C

63



Question 4(d)

Candidates were assessed on Section Four: Equality

The focus of the marking changes from AO1 to AO2 on the (d) items. The candidates are being
assessed on AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

This constitutes 50% of the overall mark. The question is ‘Evaluate’ this statement considering the
arguments for and against and reach a justified conclusion - there must be some consideration
of the arguments (appraise the arguments to gain the higher grades).

Many candidates gave excellent answers giving reasons for and against but not analysing or
evaluating them.

Formulas and writing frames restricted the flow of the arguments restricting students’
progression to the highest level.

‘d’ items are marked using a levels-based mark scheme and awarded a 'best fit' mark according to
the levels descriptors.

Bullet point 4.5

Muslim attitudes towards racial harmony: Muslim teachings about racial harmony; different
reasons and ways Muslims have worked for racial harmony, including teachings on racial
harmony in the Final Sermon of Muhammad, and those that may reflect ethical theory; the
benefits for Muslims of living in a multi-ethnic society.

The question asked was:

“Racial harmony is the most important issue in society.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.
In your response you must:

+ refer to Muslim teachings
+ refer to relevant ethical arguments

* reach a justified conclusion.
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« reach a justified conclusion.

me MWHMH%
_.Mwmm Mhnmm ,,,,,,, gt

-
(]

T

GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C 65



A g A o |
X0 7

%Wwi;},mm,}
oSG th&wm,mam
A

J

A A e A s Laqu; MWI
S ok con coarnR g s - R ool

raqr2y 2 J‘ I O G oA WM

WMMM'MM-AW.M
S Arogh A Koo tron MMWC&%%
ot MMA—M'?WWWW ok
R e N A

U oo reA )0\ et At Dok roveaeh bavaconny S e
MWMMV’CWN%Q}
,,,,, S Sl ok Lok o S e lan
ArRs
66

GCSE Religious Studies B TRB0 3C



M,

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response reaches Level 2, 6 marks because:

The first argument is developed into a chain of reasoning using sound knowledge about
Muslim teachings on racial equality.

The response goes on to give further arguments for and against, for example about the
importance of other issues, such as global warming. The level of knowledge and reasoning
presented would suggest an answer at Level 3. However, it does not include reference to
ethical arguments so is capped at Level 2.

To gain a higher mark within the level the candidate would have needed to:

+ Develop the arguments further into chains of reasoning
« Demonstrate a wider understanding of knowledge by presenting ethical argument
Note: (d) responses that are one-sided, or do not include all the arguments expected as set

out in the question (eg this (d) question asks for reference to ethical arguments), are capped
at Level 2.
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(d) “Racial harmony is the most important issue in society.”
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you must:

« refer to Muslim teachings

« refer to relevant ethical arguments
+ reach a justified conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate receives Level 2, 6 marks because:

The first argument is developed into a chain of reasoning using sound knowledge about the
importance of racial harmony and Muslim teachings.

The response goes on to give further arguments for and against, for example about the
importance of other issues, such as global warming. They then appraise this by suggesting
that without racial harmony it is not possible to work on solving these global issues.

The level of knowledge and reasoning presented would suggest an answer at Level 3.
However, it does not include reference to ethical arguments so is capped at Level 2.

To gain a higher mark within the level the candidate would have needed to:

+ Develop the arguments further into chains of reasoning
« Demonstrate a wider understanding of knowledge by presenting ethical argument
Note: (d) responses that are one-sided, or do not include all the arguments expected as set

out in the question (eg this (d) question asks for reference to ethical arguments), so is
capped at Level 2.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this examination, candidates are offered the following advice:

+ Candidates should write three sentences in 'outline' (a) questions. Each sentence should
contain one piece of information. There is no need for development. Incorrect words or
sentences should be crossed out

The 'explain' questions (b) and (c) require two developed points. For (c) items an additional
mark is given for a reference to a source of wisdom, which does not need to be referenced
and can be paraphrased

Candidates should be directed to the specification and other published resources to learn key
terms and sources of wisdom

The (d) items need an understanding of religion and belief, as well as the ability to evaluate
the validity of arguments in order to reach a conclusion. They should appraise the reasons
given, for and against the statement.

Candidates should develop basic arguments further into chains of reasoning and refer to
non-religious and ethical argument where expected

+ Considering the validity of the evidence is one way to appraise arguments

+ Capitalise proper nouns and use subject specific terminology appropriately
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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